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NFL PLAYOFFS 

Vikes' 
QB Is 
No Kid 
By Vito Stellino 
l' llf: BALTrM ORES N 

Ashburn , Va. - Don ' t tell Richie Petitbon that Sean 
Sal isbury is a "young" quarterback. 

Petitbon, the assistant coach who runs the Redskins ' 
defense and has a reputation for confusing young quar­
terbacks with his complicated schemes, refuses to con­
sider Saljsbury a young quarterback. " This guy's 29 
years old. He's been around. I don 't think he can be put 
in the same category as a young quarterback, " he said. 

Whatever category he's in, Salisbury had thrown 
only 12 National Football League passes coming into 
this season, even though he spent four seasons with 
th ree different teams since signing as a free agent out 
of outhern California in 1986. 

He spent the 1988-89 season with the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers in Canada , passing for 5,615 yards and 37 
touchdowns while winning a Grey Cup. All that did 
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was earn him 
a spot on the 
be nch when 
he retu m ed to 
th e NFL i n 
1990 a nd 
s ign e d with 
the Vikings 
after previous 
s tints with the 
Seahawks and 
Colts . H e 
didn 't take a 
snap the last 
two years. 

When Rich 
Gannon fal­
tered this 
year, he final-
1 y got his 
chance. He re-

lieved Gannon at halftime of the Cleveland game on 
Nov. 22, started two games, but was benched again 
after losing the second one, a 28-17 verdict to the 
Eagles when he passed for only 122 yards. 

Gannon threw for only 102 yards in a 20-17 loss to 
the 49ers and was given a seat back on the bench. 
Salisbury came on and passed for only 131 yards, but 
escaped with a 6-3 victory over the Steelers that won 
the division title for the Vikings. 

That got Salisbury the start against the Packers in 
the season finale, and he exploded for 292 yards and 
two touchdowns in a 27-7 victory. The solid perfor­
mance earned Salisbury the starting nod for the play­
off game against the Redskins today. 

It ' ll be only the fifth start of his NFL career and '- J 

savors the opportunity. After all, he was bypassed in 
the draft even though he thought he performed well a ;, 
the scouting combine, where he roomed with Redskins 

1 quarterback Mark Rypien. 
§l " I expected to be drafted fairly high and it was one of 

the more frustrating days of my football career," he 
said. " That 's all behind me now. That's why I don't 

ii: take anything for granted. I enjoy the journey. I didn 't 
c-.i 

~ used to, but I do now every time I get to go out and 
~ play." 
~ He knows it won 't be easy to take snaps against 
c§ - Petitbon's defense. It doesn't help that his wide receiv­
§ ing corps is ailing (Cris Carter was just activated from 
~ the injured reserve list this week). 
(/) The Vikings are favored at home and the Redskins 

lost their last two regular-season games, but the one 
Redskin edge could be the chess match pitting Petit­
bon 's defensive schemes against Salisbury. 

"He's amazing at what he does," Salisbury said. "He 
has his people well-prepared and well-schemed up. I 
have a lot of respect for him and their defense. We still 

~ 4 L,ave to show up and I'll prepare m1~lfvery hard and 
have in'yself'nfa'dyt'o"ar\-"," ' ! '/> J )l•,!"T, - ' ~r ' ' I 
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The way the Chargers' Ronnie Harmon catches the ball, you could forget he's a running back 

Running in Harmony 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

San Diego - The Chargers ' backfield is a crowd­
ed place, so Ronnie Harmon does most of his work 
elsewhere. Think Pro Bowl wide receiver Anthony 
Miller has the most catches here? Guess again. 

Harmon led the Chargers with 79 catches this 
year, more than any other back in the NFL and 
seven more than Miller. Harmon used to be consid­
ered a third-down back, but he's kept many drives 
going on first and second • 
down, as well. 

Harmon has been one of 
the stars of San Diego's sur­
prise season. The AFC West 
champions (11-5) will be host 
today to Kansas City (10-6) 
in their first playoff game 
since 1982. 

Despite his team-high 
1,149 yards from scrimmage, 
including 914 receiving, Har­
mon considers himself in no­
man's land. 

"I'm not a receiver. That's 
just part of my job," Harmon 
said. "I'm a running back. 
I'm just trying to use the 
time that you get out there, 
because you're not going to 
get a lot of time. You just got 
to do whatever it takes." 

Harmon ran the ball only 55 times for 235 yards. 
When the Chargers need a power run, they use 
power runners Marion Butt.s and Rod Bernstine. 
Eric Bieniemy provides a compact changeup. 

"It just so happens that we've got three other 
very good backs and the thing we like to do is to get 
the ball to Ronnie in space," running back Sylves-
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ter Croom said. "The easiest way to get him the 
ball in space is to throw it to him, and then we feel 
like we've got the advantage, even with two people 
on him." 

Harmon could fill a highlight film by himself. 
Harmon's teammates credit his work habits for his 
success. He's at the stadium early to lift weights, 
he takes karate lessons and works out with San 

Diego State's track team. 
On the field, he changes di­

rection, makes one-handed 
catches and hurdles defen­
ders.Said back Derrick Walk­
er: "When he gets the ball, 
sometimes you may find 
yourself looking instead of 
doing your own responsibility 
because he's just that good." 

Harmon was the No. 1 
draft pick of the Bills in 1986, 
but never excelled. After 
dropping a potential touch­
down pass in a 1989 playoff 
loss to the Browns, he was 
left unprotected. 

"He kind of had a reputa­
tion as maybe having a bad 
attitude, and that was the 
farthest thing from the case,'' 

said Chargers punter John Kidd, who also played 
at Buffalo. "You just can't ask for any more of the 
guy than what he gives." 

H•,..._ Sllluld Play. Coach Bobby Ross said 
yesterday that there was no additional swelling in 
quarterback Stan Humphries' dislocated l,eft 
shoulder and that he'd start if his condition is un-
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