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The future of College Football, Inc.:
Where the sport’s money and
management go from here

Nicole Auerbach and Stewart Mandel Sap 27,2022 O= []

“Dramatic changes are necessary to permit athletes to participate in the enormous

proceeds.”

\‘Vl]fl] ]ﬂl]gtil\‘l(‘ N(:[\{,\ PI'CSidCI\[ \'Vl\ltCl' B.\'rrs ﬁﬂ:d (’]105(‘ \\'\7"\{5 ﬂlx)\lr \‘(711(‘;;(‘
athletics in 1995, the R;g']‘rn‘sz annual revenue was around $50 million. Last
month, the conference announced a new television deal worth more than $1
billion per year. In 1995, the Orange, Sugar, Rosc and Ficsta Bowls gencrated
less than $100 million in combined television revenue. Earlier this month, the
CO”CgC Fooiball Pla_\'off -‘P})IDVCd a 12 tcam POS(SCRSOH t‘()rl]]af tha( iS ('XPC\.“Cd

to generate upwards of $2 billion annually.

T\V(‘”’y seven .\'I-JF‘; Iillfr, ”()"’\i"g l\ﬂﬂ "ll”(lﬂ‘]“‘"“l"l.\' l'l\ﬂ'lg‘"l ﬂl)("l’ IIH‘
management of college football. The NCAA, whose membership spans from
SEC powerhouse Alabama to Division 111 Albion College, sets the rules and
policics. The Football Bowl Subdivision conferences and their bowl partners
control the top level’s postseason. And of course, the athletes still do not

dircctly participate in the enormous proceeds.

B“[ C()]i('g(' F‘)():l)l‘]l‘ In(ﬂ ]lﬂ‘; rr;'l'l]rd a l\isl(lfi(' L'“).\'Sn)ﬂ(ls. .’\” at once, l]l(‘
sport is developing its first truly national pl:\}'olil-. Realignment has destabilized
the conference landscape. And last year's legalization of players profiting from
their name, image and likeness rights, coupled with a blistering Supreme Court
takedown of the NCAA's business modcl, has opened the floodgates to future

legislation and litigation that will inevitably lead to universities paying athletes.
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For the first time, influential voices who long held firm to the status quo are
:lckm)wl:dglug that c()"cgr. football is in dire need of transformation. Two kl:_v

questions need to be answered:
Who should run college football?
And how should its skyrocketing revenues be distributed?

'TI]CIC'S gcncml ‘JSICCII]CI][, at IC‘JSI dmong PBS Programs, Ihﬂl wC IlCCd ancw
mod:} to govern fool‘ba]l ﬂﬂd eertain Pﬁft‘& ofwhal we dO in lhﬂl SPRCC,,‘ saic]

01110 Sl:ll: alhlctic di]’t(‘lﬂl’ CCIIC Sﬂlilll.

nlI dO bc]i:v: (I'IC pla_y:rs shcu.ld recelve a revenue s])a.rc i‘l’ﬂl“ IllC massive TV

deals that have been worked out,” said I\rilchiga_n coach Jim Harbaugh.

The NCAA relented last year on permitting athletes to earn income from their
name, image and likeness compensation only after numerous states passed bills
allowing it. The world is changing too fast for the organization to drag its feet

as I]'I\.ICI'I as pDBEil}lC on lllc new most pl’CESillg qucslious.

Around that same time as NIL reform, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 9-0
against the NCAA in an antitrust case involving educational expenses, with
Justice Brete Kavanaugh authoring a blistering concurring opinion that signaled
the court would be open to broader legal challenges in the future. “There are
serious questions whether the NCAA's remaining compensation rules can pass
mustcr,” he wrote. And while a California state senator’s bill rr.quiriug schools
ta share 50 percent of their revenue with the players did not advance beyond
preliminary stages, several LS. congressmen have authored their own bills

regarding athlete compensation.

As Smith said, “Nobody has a crystal ball” for what the sport will look like a
decade from now. But many of its leaders have keen insight into the issues at
hand. The Athletic spoke to more than two dozen conference commissioners,
athletic directors and industry experts over the past few months to get a sense of

the state of college football and how it will chart its course forward.

If, that is, they can actually figure it out for themsclves before the courts or

federal government do it for them.

CFP revenue, stratification and the breakaway
option

The first shred of future clarity for how the moncy flows throughout college
football lies in the shape and scope of the sport’s championship formar, a topic
that will be discussed further this week at Coﬂcgc Football Playoff management

committee meetings in Rosemont, [11

ESPN currently pays the College Football Playoft roughly $608 million per
year for the New Year's Six bowls (which rotate hosting the two semifinals) and
the national championship game. CFP officials have indicated these games will
be folded into the new 12-tcam format, joined by four new on-campus first
round games. The 12-team Playoff will be in place in time for the 2026 regular
season — and perhaps as early as 2024 if several logistical hurdles can be

worked out.

The expanded Playoft could more than triple in value to at least $1.9 billion
annually once the CFP can take its rights to the open market beginning with
the 2026 season, according to estimates from sports marketing consultaney firm
Navigate. If the revenue distribution model stayed the same, the Power 5
leagues would net at least $230 million annually, up from $74 million now. But
it’s not a given that the model would stay the same; the expanding Big Ten and
SEC are expected to push for a formula similar to the NCAA men’s basketball

tournament, in which leagues receive payouts proportional to the number of
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teams they put in the field.

Those two conferences have thrown around their weight for years, but after the

SEC's addition of Texas and Oklahoma and the Big Ten's addition of USC and

UCLA, all corners of college sports are bracing for an era of two super

confcrcnccs, the rich gclliug richer at a rate that far exceeds the rest.

“With that kind of consolidation, everyone 15 rcnlix'mg that it is imP()rlanl to

have (CFP) access,” said AAC commissioner Mike Aresco.

Many of Aresco’s peers instead use the word “stratification” to deseribe the
current state of college athletics: Power dynamics that existed long before this
latest round of realignment and media rights revenue arc only getting more

pronou I'ICCd.

“Competitive equity is, really, a mirage that we have been chasing for a long,
long time, and I don't think it’s attainable,” former Big 12 commissioner Bob
Bowlsby said. “Even within conferences the concept of legislating equity is a

ﬂaw:d Clll]’}’ aasumpliou, ‘dlld I Illillk we IICCd o gﬂl away ﬁ'Olll lhlll-"

Then what should be legislated? The Division I Transformation Committee,
co-chaired by Ohio athletic director Julie Cromer and SEC commissioner Greg
Sankey, has been tasked with reforming the NCAA's governance system from
within. The expected end result is decentralization in a number of arcas,
allowing more major decisions to be enacted at the sport, conference or school
level. With the collegiate model confronting various antitrust challenges, that

appears to be its best strategy from a liability standpoint.
It may or may not make major sports casicr to manage on a day-to-day basis.

“People are very frustrated with the fact that we're still, to this day, living under
rules in a rulebook that is decades old and needs to be modernized,” said
Cromer. “And, in the process, the structure to do that is so cumbersome that it's

very difficult to keep up with what we need to do.”

In May, Ohio State athletic director Gene Smith helped spark an industry-wide
conversation on the topic when he suggested FBS football create its own
governance system while keeping the rest of the sports under the NCAA
umbrella. He has said repeatedly since that the point of his comments was to

get his peers talking and thinking about outside-the-box changes.

“Foatball is just different than all the other sports,” Smith said this month. “I'm
not advocaring that we should do anything with basketball. We don't even need
to touch the basketball tournament. Keep that alive. There are so many things

that the NCAA does that we need to kccp alive — from academic services to the

C]..lglbil‘lty center toa ﬂLII'I'IbCl’ Df diffcr:nt services we I'ICCd to not even tO'LlCh.n

ACC commissioner Jim Phillips has advocated for something similar and noted
in an interview last month that there may be “different iterations of movement

from where it is now — maybe (football) is not completely out (of the NCAA),
but maybe it’s another step in that dircction that frecs up this ability to run and

operate college football in the 21st century, in this year 2022 and beyond.”

Warren, the Big Ten commissioner, said college football’s leaders need to make

some structural decisions.

“Is there a guvl:rning board? Is there a football czar? What arc our gna]:i?’
W‘J.l'l'CIl $'did. “TI]C maore we can gcT. to lh: I)Uiﬂl WI'ICI'C we l‘lﬂ\"t a CCI‘llr‘llJ.iZCd
governance structure where it’s clear who's in charge, I think the better we'll be

able to serve our various constituents.

“We need to remain nimble and we need to remain aware that we are at an
interesting inflection point in college athletics, generally speaking, but especially
from a football standpoint. The next 12 to 24 months will impact the College
Football Plﬂ)’()ﬁ— for the next, Pr{‘)l‘mbly, 151020 ycﬂrs.”
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‘A more federated system’

The issuc of college faotball governance — and all its associated complexities —
was top of mind in Washingten, D.C., carlicr this month, at the LEAD1
national conference for FBS athletic directors. If football broke away from the
NCAA c(ll]rr]l\', such a move would prompt immediate (Iurﬁlimm about its

bureaueratic setup and its cost.

In D.C., former NCAA director of financial operations Kathleen McNeely told
ADs that the NCAA pays an estimated $65 million in administrative costs and

legal fees on behalf of its members cach year.

“There’s not a magic wand that you just wave,” said West Virginia arhletic
director Shane Lyons, who chairs the Division I Council. "(“"\'cm] shift to
another structure, what are we resolving? It’s still, we have the legal risk. We

have all the other issues that we have under the NCAA umbrella as well.”

L_\'ons said it was his und:rstauding that the CFP as an entity did not want to
take on the potential liability associated with running major college football.
Sankey has also noted there are ]ng]sl:llitr, 1}015('\' and iJr:u'Iira] reasons to treat

foutball plil}'CTS lhf SAINC as 1"}11:[:5 in 0[]1:1’ NCA..A SPU[lsL}TCd S[JUNS.

“How do we take football, put it off by itself, a different decision-making
structure, and leave men's basketball in the old decision-making structure that
we didn't like?” Sankey said. “I don't know how you tell a football player, “We
could do A, B, C for you. But I'm sorry, men's basketball or women's basketball
player, or future Olympian, or future Major League All-5tar, we can't do that

for you because we're still in di:ic:rgnniz'.lli(m‘?
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CUI]gItSS CC'LIld HIBU furcc c]l.augcs o RL}ﬂCTCB’ ClIl!JlO)"IIlElll slatus, (I'lOUg]'I Lhﬂ[
would likcl}r n:cluirr. biparlisan sulJpcrI on an issuc that has drawn Polari’zcd

opinions based on party affiliation.

In short, there are myriad roads that end in athletes | ing paid employ

of some sort, with all the complications that may come with that. And while
the upper-echelon Power 5 schools, with annual budgets in the §150-200
million range, should be able to afford paying the athletes and giving their head
coaches eight-figure annual salaries, many FBS athletic departments operate at
a deficit. Sharing income with even just revenue-sport athletes while also
funding 15-20 non-revenue teams would require a degree of fiscal discipline

most alhlctics dircctors don'r USUZ—u}" cmploy.

“The system as it currently exists is a dysfunctional economic system,” said
sports economist Andrew Zimbalist. “Whenever more money comes in from a
TV network or something else ... you spend more money on recruiting, you
spend money on facilities. The revenue is much, much higher than it was 10, 20

years ago, but the system never moves into |:|cL'.{)n\ing Pmnl:ll:llc.

“So, you might say, ‘All this money is coming in, couldn’t we give some of it to

11}: p]a)*crs?' SUIC, bl.ll noet in 111: current B)’Bl:lll.,‘

“(Football) is a professional sport,” said Victaria Jackson, a sports historian at
Arizona State who rcn—.ull_v authored a white paper ()litlilling a Plan for Power 5
revenue sharing. “We're calling it something else, using the cover of the other
sports, and then the fact that it takes l‘.llil(’.(’. within |lig|1|:r education. It’s
professional sports! To not share revenues and pay athletes or recognize

employee status — the end of that peculiar, illegal design is on the horizon.”

In Jackson's proposal, football would become a separate entity from all other
college sports. Power 5 players would receive 50 percent of conference TV
revenue, similar to the split in professional lcagucs, and their programs would

ne longer subsidize a school’s non-revenue teams. Jackson, herself a former

(‘.(}“cgr_ rllnncr, TCCOIY I(lﬁ tl]E L'.('J(\f‘:ﬂ:(\f.cﬁ (Ii\"[(lc IIP tl‘(—.ir "l(—.(liﬂ rigllls ona
sport-by-sport basis and conduet revenue sharing within each to maintain Title
IX comp]}ancc. She envisions Olympic sports bccoming publ.icly funded feeder

systems to the various U.S. national teams. Former Big 12 commissioner Dan

Beebe proposed a similar model at a 2014 Knight Commission hearing.

Bl“ cven if l‘hc PCIWCI’ 5 SCI'IOOIS sudd:n}y dCCi&Cd tomaorrow to bl’il’lg a revenuc

sharing model into just football, there is no easy answer as to how it would

work Ingi:-t
would a star quarterback make 85 million and a backup left tackle 85,0002

Would the schools be allowed to spcnd as much as I}\c)r want, or would there be

|(.'.a11y. Would cvery lﬁﬂ}'r.r on a team be I)aicl the same amount, or

a salary cap? If the latter, with whom would they collectively bargain? The few

att:mpts 50 fa: w UI'IiOIli'ZC CDI].CSC a'l:hlcl‘cs ha\«'t not ad\"almd an 'I:har far.

“T'he option is to make them minor league sports,” said Zimbalist. “Take the
top 30 teams in men’s college basketball, take the top 32 teams in football,
affiliate them with the pro leagucs, and have the pro leagues put moncy into
them like Major League Baseball does with its minor leagues, and then you can
pay them. You could have a market system that determines their wages. But it’s

much, much more complicated to try to maintain the academic umbrella,”

But of course, the NFL has no incentive to create a minor league for football

Wll(—.ll tl]l—. L'.()ll:gl—. g‘:llnc alri:sldy I)“)V;(IES I}\E ll:ilgllc Wltil a rm(—. rﬂrl‘l 5)’5[:((\. 'I‘}lc
onus to create a sensible revenue sharing system could fall on the universities

themselves.

Passivity on the part of NCAA members led to NIL being foisted upon them ar
the eleventh hour, resulting in a chaotic, largely unregulated environment.
Retiring Mountain West commissioner Craig Thompson recommends that
commissioners, athletic directors and various NCAA governing boards work

tngr.lhcr to preparc for the inevitable next evolution of athlete r()lnllcllsati()n.
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“You have to be more proactive,” Thompson said. “We can't keep waiting for
somebody else to determine our future, maybe the federal government or maybe

someone else.

“There might be unionization or a pay-for-play madel. Everybody says, ‘No, we
just don't want to go there.” But if we haven't crossed the line yet, we're tiptocing

on T.I'IC I.iI]C righl 110“’.”

An alternative to full employee status

Two FBS athletic directors told The Athletic the solution to the athlete
compensation puzzle might lic in licensing. They spoke on the condition of
anonymity because of the sensitivity of the topic and because no such formal
proposals have been put forth in their respective conferences or from any
NCAA governing board. Perhaps, they said, a school could sign a licensing deal
with its athletes similar to NIL deals to pay them to represent the athletic

dcpar‘tm:nt \\’ithD\\t thC athlct:s thcmsclvcs !Jccoming f'ormal CﬂlPI.D)“ECS.

O\Itgoing MNCAA prcsidcur Mark Emmert himself floated a similar idea,
terming it a “brand ambassador model,” during a recent interview with business

reporter Kristi Dosh at the University of Florida.

“Especially with the size of media contracts that are being created right now,
there needs to be rtcoguirion of the brand buﬂding value, for the school itself,
of the athletes,” Emmert said during the event’s Q&A portion. “Finding a way
to provide moncy to athletes, not as employces but as these basically brand
ambassadors, that are gauged to the marketing power of individual sports ...

Universitics may not love it, but I think it works.”

The two athletic directors think it's worth :xlﬂ()r'lng that or a similar concept,
with one describing it as a sort of compromise between the status quo and an
employce-cmployer relationship. There's money going dircetly into athleres’

POCkCl‘S, bl'lt l']'lCl'C arc no l‘imcsh:cla. NO 1‘11’1115 ﬂthiCTCS fOT poor PCI’{OU\)RHCC.

But this plan has drawbacks of its own. Emmert said during the same
appearance that he believed such a model would exist outside of Title IX
regulation, an assertion that lawyer Sarah Wake strongly pushed back on this

month.

“Title IX applics to colleges and universities that receive federal financial
assistance to their students, faculty and staff,” said Wake, a partner at
MeGuireWoods who Prcvi()u:&l}«' served in-house at Northwestern Uuivl:rsily
and as a Title IX coordinator at Notre Dame. “If some framework L']'mngt
ﬂpprlcs to student athletes that renders them cnlplcsyr.:s, Title IX would

absolutely apply to employees of those institutions that are otherwise subject to

Title IX. Even if Title IX doesn't apply to employees, Title VII of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in the context of

the EIDI)I()}(ET‘—CIIIPJD}T.C relat II()IIS]ﬁP.',
Asked about Emmert’s comments last week, Sankey pointedly demurred.

“Mark is responsible for explaining himself, not me,” Sankey said.

The topic of athlete compensation beyond a scholarship used to be taboo; now
it 15 5()111:1}15115 (‘)llcnl)r discussed on 1c:lguc—wi(|c conference calls, administrators

said. Still, prominent leaders such as Sankey and Warren are not interested in

ﬂl)and(ming r.()”cgc spnrm, academic mission amid r:v()]u!immr_y chﬂngr..

“I may be labeled a dinosaur at this point in my career,” Sankey said. “Bur we
have a responsibility to make surc education is at the center of what we do in

CDanC SPOI"[S-"
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CFP exccutive director Bill Hancock said his organization knows it needs to do
more for athletes in the future, citing examples of increased benefits such as
paying for athletes' families to attend CFP games, but he specifically said CFP
lc;\dcrship has not discussed the Pois‘:bilir_\' of slmrin_q revenue with athletes, A
number of schools have implemented the new 85,980-a-year academic
achicvement payments that the Alston Supreme Court ruling legalized. But
those benefits are tethered in seme way to academics and don't fit what many

college administrators would disparagingly call “pay-for-play.”

It may sound Pollyannaish, but many college administrators believe in
supporting a system that helps voung adults carn degrees. These administrators
know that onc or two sports at their schools subsidize cvery other sport on
campus. If college athletics wer: starting from scratch as 2 business in 2022, this

\\'Ollldlly( lllklk( scnsc.

But that's why thosc athletic directors suggest ¢

()ri']g \\'ﬂ‘\'s {()r SL"\()()IS
leagues and/or the CFP (in its new media deal) to license athletes” NIL rights
as Opposcd to l]ilvillg tl‘.c"] as Cl'\PlO_\'CCS. I"\nd it‘s \\’]]-\' n]'.‘l]_v ‘Jd“]iﬂ‘ls‘rﬂtofs are
sounding alarm bells to avoid what happened with NIL, when the courts and

peliticians dictated the terms.

“Where we land in that question might be driven by us, but it also may not,”
Cromer said. “It’s important for us to have some of these conversations, to be

]m‘l);lrrd for that reality.”

Georgia president Jere Morchesd, who serves on the NCAA's Board of
Governors, said much of what  happening in college sports right now was not

ﬂlltik‘ipﬂtcd wl)cn Il](‘ I\'IL I]OOdg'A((’S OPCHCd in [l]C summecer onOZl‘

“We've got to find a solution to some of the unintended conscquences of NIL
to make sure we don’t lose the collegiate model through this whole pro:r<.<,"
Morchead said. “If we're not careful, we're going to get s’()”c‘gr athletics to a
point that it no longer resembles what we all think college athletics should be

about.”

Bowl:

wvho retired from his Big 12 post this summer, said he and hi: peers

have made mistakes on these macro issues in the past and can't afford to now.

“We've stated what our principks arc and then we haven't lived up to thosc
principles,” he said. “If we're gaing to have any sort of defensible position, we're
going to have to think decply about what our principles are and then make darn
sure that we act in ways — individually and collectively — that are consistent

with those principles.”

Contributing reporting: Matt Fortuna from Washington, D.C., and Setl

Elurnau_ﬁ'om Athens, Ga.

(Top illustration: The Athletic)
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If Title 1X stands in the way of paying the players that actually generate the money, perhaps we need some
changes to Title XC It's one thing to ensure equal funding between male and famale athletes in non-revenus
sports. But equalized funding that stands in the way of paying the solely male athlites that already pay for

yone else..that’s like ing the WNEA players get paid more because the NEA makes a lot of money.
Simply inane.

&

@ John R sz

@Owen 5. Couldn't disagree more. Here's what Title IX actually says - "Mo person in the United States
shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, ba denied the benefits of, or be subjectad to
Jiscrimination under any ed program of activity receiving Federal financial assistance.”

[l RN N

© Josh W, sz

Are you saying that the women's rowing team should gat paid just az much sz the starting quarterback of
the feotball team? Fm net trying to argue with you, | sericusly want to know how you think. This is a case
study in capitalism ve communism,

[liw I TN

© CraigM. sep 212022

@John R, Kind of seams lika you'ra helping make Jash's paint that tha law naads to ba ra-examined. The
law was made at a time and for a college athletics lindscape much, much different than today.
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@ Matthaw L. teo2120

@0wen 5. There's a 0% chance this will happen. If anything, Title IX has gained more prominence and im-
pact over time, and it's likely that any effort to alter its scheme would garner substantial plitical pushe
back. It's untouchable, and as an attorney there's significant gaps in here that the court system will even-
tually likely fill however they so choss unless Congress actually does its jobs and lagislates here

De <

° Jeffrey N, - 50097 2007

Congress is not going to change that law, 5o you can quit worrying about that.

© rhilip €. sep 272022

The Title IX brigade is using the statute as a straw man. There's no ssue with participation - the push is
to tap into the expanded CFF payout and spread it around. The players who actually participate in that
event are entithed to those funds. s not a slush fund,

[l I S =N

© Dank. ez
@Cwen 5. The MBA and WHBA don't receive federal funding.

o David F. Sep 27, 2002

D1 college football is never going to fit into a meld akin te the NFL without Bowing the whole thing up and
creating a new structure. Thera is a salary cap in the NFL. Thare is revenue sharing in the NFL. There is a
draft in the MFL. The schedule is set-up each year with parity in mind. Green Bay has just as good of a chance
at success at teams in LA, NYC, and Chicago in this model. This will never happen the way D1 is structured.
Thare ks net even parity in each conference, lot alone across the landscape. Since monoy/TVimoney is dictat-
ing everything. the only sclution seems to be one or two super conferences made up of the teams that have
the most likely chance of competing andfor who will attract the most eyeballs. The super league(s) will genar-
ate its own revenue separate from the collegiate structure. It will form its own governance. [t will have to fig-
ure out issues like caps on spending, an equivalent to the draft, revenue sharing, etc. There really isn't a mid-
dle ground if you are going to pay the players squitably. How can Vanderkilt, Indiana, Cal, ste. hope to com-
pete (pay top coaches, pay top players) and at the same time, why would the Ohio States, Alabamas, and
USC's pay for them to participate? Net saying we should mourn er net, but CFB as we know it (even as we
know it this year) is over,

bn &

© samcC. s

@David F. Another differance that allows for a salary cap and a draft is that the players are reprasented
by an association (not really a "unien”s. The owners and that bedy negotiate thus aveiding seme antitrust
laws (and the NFL has exemptions for others),

[l RN
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@ zachC. swmnn
@0avid F. Yaah, look how that super laague modal turnad out...

You may not agrea with this, but Brett T said the quiet part out loud: without all universities having a sem-
blance of a chance e compete and have access, and consolidation happening in the same tines super
conference fashion people keap proposing, fans will step tuning in and the cash cow will go bone dry. Tha
super league moedel will only accelerate that demise, and not just of college football but college athletics
as a whala,

Tm net sure whether | would normally trust anything that comes out of Greg Sankey’s mouth, but he was
absalutaly right when he said that expanding the playeff iz good for averyone because it keaps football
cempelitively streng across the country. Having each regien and conference invelved in the playolf en-
sures the product is strong nationally, which means maore butts in seats and more eyaballs on TVs, whicl
means more money rolling in for the broadcast partners.

I 1 were the college czar | would continue to ensure as much revenue parity where | can get it. That's
starts with making sure that any payout from the CFP is distributed as equitably as possible among con-
ferences, regardless of P5/GS status. There's already a large gap between the BIG/SEC deals and every-
one else; we know encugh about the upcoming TV deals to know that there will still be a sizeable gap be-
tween them and every other conference. Ensuring equal or minimally unequal distribution among confer-
ences seems like the best way to keep the gap between haves/have nots small,

MIL is a whole different animal..| don't even know where to start with that.

o David G. Sen 27 2002

@David k. This is a mere pipe dream on my part 5o I'm not seriously suggesting it'd ever happen, but
reading your commant makes ma wondar what it'd ba like if all 131 teams did a draft of recruits instead of
actual recruiting lol. | kind of love the idea in theory and it helps that I'm a G5 school fan!

[lin] (=N

° G Kennedy G. - Sep 28, 2002

Tha top schools will continua to pay so thay can play 7 homa games and win 10-11 ragular saason gamas &
year. Thay wan't stand for the mediocre 7-5, 6-6, 5-7 seasons (as happens in the NFLY which would ba
likely in a 32 team super league by just playing within the league.

[lin] Y

° John R. - Sep 21, 2022

| wish someane would axplain why the Congress should get involved in regulating an entartainment business
ike college football, What is the faderal interest in having & lavel "playing Field® of NIL or collaga football rules
across the nation? Where closer to a nuclear war in Europe than anytime since the Cuban Missile Crisis, and
you want Cangress te warry about some kid playing football at Texas ARM is getting more NIL money than a
kid at Michigan?

s e

® Josh W. sz 200

Couldn't agree mora!

o Anonymous U, Sep 202002

@John F. Because the Uinited States spends billions of dollars every year on higher education and be-
cause it has laws on the books that protect the rights of aur citizens including athletes of all genders.
Just yesterday the Congressional Budget Office estimated that the student debt forgiveness proposed by
President Biden would cost taxpayers $420 Billion dollars, In addition, Title IX has done so much to bring
wonen's sports forward. The women already have the most pepular socces team in the US. The quality of
play in the WNBA has improved light years over the last twenty years - check you tube and you can see
this, So things are not always static and we should support participation by all Americans, Lastly, we are
the United States and yes we need to pay close attention to the situation in Ukraine and Europe and glob-
ally. But we can do more than one thing at a time.

[l TSN

O Larry L. sep27.2022

@John K, 've never bought the argument that Congress cant handbe two things at the same time, but |
do agrea with you that the governmant doesn't nesd to get involved at this tima, Let's wait a faw years
and let the dust settle on NIL, the expanded playoffs and realignment, and see if the conference commis-
sioners can act like grownups and police themselves, If they can't, that's when Daddy (aka Congress)
might need to step in

[lic ET- N

© John 0. sen2r 2022

@Jehn B Whether they should or not. Congress will get involved any time there is an izsue which will get
their names massive exposure in the media, thereby ensuring higher re-election contributions and name
familiarity.

[l TN
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O Larry L. sep 27202

#@Jahn 0, that's trua to an axtant. But it also depands on wha's writing the checks back home and how in-
wolved they want their representatives to be. If you're an elected official from Alabama, for example, you
might be batter off resisting massing with the status quo for risk of ticking off the voters back home.
Remember, any time Congress gets involved, there's no telling where it will go.

[lis] (=8

o Thomas C. - 50 27, 2037

@ John R It is intarstate commarce, involves the possibile sxploitation of fellow citizans (| know, they don't
have to play football, exploitation is too dramatic a word, but | can't think of another one); this is definitely
in the peruse of congress. Dossn't mean they should act, but it should be looked at,

(=R NN

© Femi 0. =op 775037

(@John B This is simultanecusky a civil rights issue, a workers' rights issue and a free market issue.
Congress was always going to eventually get involved.

e &

° SamC. =wil

@Ananymaous U, The cost of higher education has very, very little to do with the athlstic departments at
P35 schools who are largely funded from the revenue they generate and donations.

i [N

O stuart G, sepz7 20
No disagreement with anything here. A fascinating topic in all honesty, with ne perfect answer
Intentionally or not, it's Interesting that the story actually reads like a Business school case study: Nicole and

Stewart use terms such as "industry”, "stratification® . *macro issues” and the shout-out to the always popular
“white paper* 1!

[li=R RN

° Chris P, Sep 27 2002

Callege football is being played and this. This topic an off-season topic is baing written about in the middle of
a college leotball season,

e e

© Darren L. oo

@Chris P. Oh. You poor thing. Baing forced to read this. Whataver should you de? Read the othar 50 arti-
cles that have been written about this past weeks games?

[l RN

O Larry L sop 97,000

@Chris F., an off-season topic? It's a sports topic and the Athletic is a sports website. So skip over it and
go chack how you're daing en FanDuel.

[l RN

o Chris P, -5ep 27 2022
HNaw I'm good. Il de what | want to do. And guess what? You ain't gonna do anything about it.
=] L%

° Steve K, 5ap 77 0027
Wow. You must be fun at parties.

@ Femi 0. se0 272022
@Chris P. You should do what you want te do. So should writers and editers at The Athletic,

s &
O Larry L. sep27.2022
@Chris P, that's the spirit, Get leisty, 1171 take your mind off the i of this out-of-
season article.

[l BTN
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O MikeP.

of their new plavoff
to running a business. Is the fiesla
realy naadad to h ollag 20ra? I'm guesting an organized
e footbal league could find stadiums to re s thout ha
games.

© Reed M.

hey don't want to just ‘rant” a stadium. Thay want to work with the existing bo
because they have already extracted all kinds of free mor the local governme

ell aware of how 1o run a business: Get scmebody els
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