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The Athletic

Hawkeye ‘Haydenisms": Recalling
Hayden Fry’s 100 best quotes

By Scott Dochterman  May 26 2 0» D

K)\VA (‘ITY, lo\va = l:‘wrcs!lix:g ]rgrnd Dan Gable is the grrulr.«l coach in
Towa athletics history, longtime football coach Hayden Fry certainly has a case

as the school's most important sports figure.

Fry, who died Dee. 17, 2019 at age 90, changed everything about Towa athletics
from the logos and uniforms to the on-ficld results. He helped design the iconic
TigerHawk in 1979 and modeled the uniforms after the Pittsburgh Steelers. In
1981, his third season, Fry took the Hawkeyes to the Rose Bowl and ended

lowa’s 19-year drought of non-winning football.

That season impacted all of college football because it ended the Ohio State-
Michigan headlock on the Rosc Bowl. From 1968-80, only the Buckeycs or
Wolverines represented the Big Ten in Pasadena. By sitting atop the league

standings, Fry forged a new cra of Big Ten football.

lll d()i”g S0, l".T’\' I-)EI”:('(! ]fﬂg“r l‘()"S \\':.!}I (]C'E|i]f(l .\'-'Il(‘“\'dli('s ﬂnll ncver was
afraid to verbally joust his rivals and peers. Few coaches ever have dispensed the
type of thetoric Fr)' displxycd following gamcs, in midweck news conferences or
in side conversations. He was known for lashing out at the media about once a

s¢ason to dCflCCf PX'CS!SUXT away {l’(‘ln ]'.iS team or create smn'lincs if a fC\V

players were injured or struggling. Fry had no problem taking on another

program or the officials, cither.

A master motivator, Fry often played the villain, too. He regularly tossed barbs
at Northwestern and Iowa State, tcams Iowa had owned winning streaks of 21
and 15 gamcs, rcsl)r(’li\'r]'\t Fr.\‘ was critical of C"'""I‘ Randall Stadium, home of
a Wisconsin team that did not beat JTowa between 1977 and 1997. Fans of those

programs hated Fry as much as he was beloved by lowa supporters.

i“r\"\' (]Il‘;‘)ﬁ over ]lis II)\V-\ tenure were illl})rll)illg, Cl\lrrlaill;‘lg ‘rl"(l ()1‘[([‘
loquacious. From various news conferences published by The Des Moines
Register and The Cedar Rapids Gazette, other personal interviews and in his

autobiography “A High Porch Picnic,” here are 100 of Fry’s best quotes.

Fryvs. Northwestern
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No program targeted both Fry and Iowa quite like Northwestern, and it has
developed into an intense, competitive rivalry. That was not the case for most of
Fry’s tenure. The Hawkeyes ripped the Wildeats the first 16 years under Fry
and only twice was the final score within 13 points. When Gary Barnett took
aver at Northwestern in 1992, he saw lowa as a program to both emulate and
mark. Their first mecting was like ncarly all of the others since 1974, a 56-14
Lowa win.

M‘Lcr Ba.rnctl &I'IUDk hands Wi'[l'l FI)F, (|1c Iowﬁ L'UHC]] Uli:l’td a COI]dCHCCIidiIlg

Pl!r:asc that motivated the Northwestern coach and illvigor:llcd the Wildeats.

1. “I hope we didn't hurt any of your boys,” Fry told Barnctt. That comment
was embellished by Barnett over the years and came to a head in 1995 when the
ance-downtradden Wildcats were leading the Big Ten. They already had upset
Motre Dame, Penn State and Michigan but they saved their angry taunts for
Towa, which by then had won 21 straight in the series. On the Monday of game
weck, Northwestern players initiated a war of words directed at the Hawkeyes.
Instead of downplaying the rhetoric, Fry elevated it in his weekly news

CDIIfCICﬂCC lhat T\\csday af'l:crnoon.

2. “They've had their rump kicked, and they've made up their minds to bring it
to an end. They lead the nation in turnover margin, plus the fact that when
they get the ball, they take advantage of it and put points on the board. But as
far as having all of those Heisman Trophy guys ... there’s not a Simeon Rice,
there’s not a Kevin Hardy. They've got a running back wha's leading the Big
Ten (Darnell Autr)r) but he's certainly not the best running back in America.
Thcy'vc just done what thcy have had to do in order to win. Thcy’vt gota

brand-new enthusiasm associated with winning.”

3. “I would think that after 21 years of being defeated, I would be looking for

ANSWCrs, Th:&c Are young mein; thc’y’n: fc:].ing 'I:hclr oats. B“t it’S jl\ﬁl anothcr

game.”

4, “It certainly isn't that we've been running up the score intentionally. If we
have a comfortable lead, we run it. If people put eight or nine men on the line
of scrimmage, we don't have any alternative but to throw the ball because you
can't run it. A lot of times, the other team has something to do with how many

points you scorc or don't score.”

5. D'I’(‘I gc!ling to TE{‘rﬂi(l rﬂ]l‘] l‘)cil!g I}\c cll:ll‘l})cr UFL:DII]T!]E“'.E. 'l'{) mc, \ll]li]
you've actually done something over a period of years, you really haven't
established yourself. You're going to have tcams jump up and do well from time
to time, but that’s not the barometer to judge. You need to do it over the long

haul. This is a one-year, Cinderclla year and that’s wonderful. It’s great.”

6. “T haven't done n(\ylll](\g to make them umd, except win. If that makes them

mad, then they're mad.”

7. “We've always played well against Northwestern and if that alienates them,

wc“, so be it.”

8. “After 21 straight (victories), they've still got to show me that they can whip

us.”
With ESPN College GameDay in town, the Hawkeyes took a 14-3 first-half
lead. Northwestern rallied, however, and beat Towa 31-20. It was the first of

three straight wins by the Wildcats against Fry and the Hawkeyes.
Fry vs. Minnesota

The Hawkeyes share more history with Minnesota than any other program.
They staged their first game in 1891 and for nearly 130 years, the discourse has
straddled the line berween a firecracker and a stick of dynamite. They play for
one of college football’s greatest traveling trophics, a 98.3-pound bronze pig
named Floyd of Rosedale, which became a peace offering in 1935 to avert a
potential riot,
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By 1982, the Gophers had beaten Iowa in cach of Fry's first three encounters,
including their game in Iowa City during the Hawkeyes’ 1981 Big Ten
champioushlp SCASOI, During Towa week, Minnesota coach "Smokcy" Joe
Salem wore overalls in practice to dig at the Hawkeyes, while other Twin Cities
media personalitics were accused of making fun the Gophers’ rivals. So when
the Hawkeyes won 21-16 in the Metrodome, Fry told sports information

director Phil Haddy to wait a few extra minutes before his postgame interview,

FI'}’ rhtﬂ chang:d into a pair Of ovcra]ls, a straw hat and a ﬂanncl Slli.l'r and

3[00(] Ulllsidf ll]C IU'L'I(CT room dUDl' ‘nllld CU[]dllClCd interviews.

9. “These are my lowa clod clothes. All you great Minnesota writers, radio
people and TV ... T didn't want you to look like liars so I've got my clod clothes

on,

10. “They told me that I might be from Texas, but that pig is pretty important
around here. They said he’s been in Minnesota so long that he's probably frozen

IJ)’ IIO“’.’,
11, “We're l:lking Fl()‘wl home where he bc]()llgs. S()o(}()(]—c‘v lJIIg. S(mo()—cy."

Fry was 12-8 against the Hawkeyes’ ancient rivals with several lopsided
victories and a few rough experiences. In the 1990 regular-scason finale with
the Metrodome at least half filled with lowa fans, the Gophers upset lowa
31-24 to send the Hawkeyes into a four-way for the Big Ten title. The
Hawkeyes still carned the Rose Bowl nod with a 3-0 record against the other

titlists.

12. “In my opinien, it’s the only way it should be because we defeated all those
teams on the road, head up,” Fry said. “So we're disappointed, and yet we're

CXU’CIIICI}' pl’()lld.-,|

13. The rivalry was at the zenith for both programs, and Fry made no bones
about not liking the Gophers. “I'm not in favor of dropping them, but if T had
to, Minnesora would be my first choice because of the things that have

}mplr.ncd over the }TJ!TS.,‘

In 1991, in what was termed as “The Snow Bowl,” the Hawkeyes finished the
regular season 10-1 with a 23-8 win against the Gophers at Kinnick Stadium.
Only about 32,000 fans showed up for a game that included as much as eight

iIlCIIIdC 5 0{ SNOW.

14. Fry often jabbed at his opponents, but he rarcly made predictions. That
changed that week. The day before the game, Fry told a crowd at the Johnson
County I-Club breakfast, “Let’s put it this way: We're going to win the football
game tomorrow. I'll guarantee you that.” After the game, Fry said; “Don't think

I didn't wonder, ‘Did I really say that? I'd never said that in my life.”
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It was Fry's 100t win at Towa. He slipped and fell on the snowy, slick grass
while talking with counterpart John Gutekunst during pregame drills.

f’\f‘tcrward, he :lccr.lﬂcd al |()|id:|)r Bowl bid.

15. After recciving congratulations from Towa President Hunter Rawlings, Fry
said: “1 shake hands with this guy, and I've always got to check if I've still got

my watch on.”

16. “It's just like my wife asked me the other l:luy: ‘How ANy games have you

coached altogether?' [ said, I don’t know. I'm afraid to add up all those losses.™
Fry accepts the Lowa job

Mot everything Fry said had a rivalry twinge or angle. In fact, Fry had no real
knowledge of lowa before accepting the job on Dec. 9, 1978, After coaching
SMU from 1962-72 and North Texas from 1973-78, Fry was a candidare for
several jobs, including Oklahoma State and Ole Miss. But the combination of
Towa’s loyal fan base and a highly n:gardcd athletic director in Bump Elliott
gave Fry confidence he could build a winner. He was emphatic the school
needed to provide enough resources for the program to compete annually in the

Big Ten.

17. *I have no time schedule on getting lowa a winning football team. But I
assure you we will be competitive, tough and colorful. If I did not believe Tawa
can win in the near future, I would not have left North Texas. We have only

onc placc to go and l'hal',s Up.”

18. “We have to have an equal opportunity. Our stick has to be as long as the
sticks being uscd by those we play.”

19. “To say that this will be an casy job would be crazy. A lot of my fellow
coaches will prabably think I am crazy for leaving the security of North Texas.
But I want the opportunity to take a place that is not recognized as a football
factory and make it successful. A lot of people like to climb mountains. I like to

take football teams and turn them inte winners,”

20. “We may throw 40 to 50 passes in one game and then come back and only
throw 20 in another. I am definitely a passing coach. We may run the Statue of
Liberty play out of our own end zone. We may line up with just one man in the
backfield.”

21. “Those people deserve a winner and we're going to do everything we can to
give them a winner. I think it is wonderful that an average of 50,000 people
come out to watch Towa play. But that is not fair to those fans and there is no

reason to think they will continuce to come if the team docs not win.”

22. “That is one Ihhlg] want my !)‘I:I)"El‘ﬁ to understand — there is no free lunch
}1:]’:. MY Plﬂ)’Cl’S will hUSIlC ﬂlld pl’OdUCC fur us on l}l: ﬂclf] orI will llCllJ [htﬂl

pack. WC arc going to Ol.lthl'k and ourhusﬂ: and O\]tCOﬂCh Od'ltl' PCOPIC.”

23, “If the other team’s defense is going to give us the pass, we'll pass. If they're
going to give us the run, we'll run. Every club has a weakness on offense, so our

defense puts our !ill'l'.l]gl!l :|g:ainst that weakness.”

24. “lt's grcat to bC 111 Hawkcyc (_‘.OUI’I‘T)"‘H l:ry sa]d toa baskctl}aﬂ CI’DWd a {'-cw
days l‘nilCl'. ‘I hild da11 opporluuily Lo meet th foolba]l team lUd‘d)", ﬁll'ld, ]adi:s

flﬂd gcnrlcmcn, WC arc golng to Wil'l.”
High Porch Picnic

As a West Texas native, Fry regularly came up with homespun descriptions that
eventually became elichés throughout Towa. In fact, most Hawkeye fans older
than a cerrain age will smile when hearing a “Haydenism” during football

SCASON.
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don't win. That's the American way of life.”

In Fry’s second game, the Hawkeyes traveled to No. 3 Oklahoma and lost a
hard-fought game, 21-6. Towa fans who madc the trip offered congratulations

for the effort, which infuriated the new coach.

37. “1 just told my football team that’s what's wrong with our ball club,” Fry
ﬁﬂi(l. I‘\‘vc gfl OUr asscs kil'.kl—.(l ﬂll(l wo gf[ L'.[)Y"})Iil‘\clllc({. IE-I SCC Onc Hllv \Vi[}\ a

smile on his face, I'm gonna bust him right in the mouth.”

Even before the 1979 scason, Fry combined with Bill Celbert to design the
Tignr] Tawlk. Fry rn:(lucea!r.(l permission from the Steclers to copy their uniforms.
He felt if his team looked like champions, they'd feel like winners. It also would

give the program a fresh look to its fans.

38. “From where | come from, it’s called :ir."'mg the sizzle before the :ilc:lk," Fr‘\-'

said,
Cy-Hawk Week

Fry arrived at lowa just two years after lowa and lowa State revived their series

following a 43-ycar break. There was a mixed reception from Towa fans to the
renewal, but through Fry's first four Cy-Hawk meetings, the Cyclones had won

three times.

Then, the Hawkcyts p::l:d off 15 straighr victories that turned the instate
rivalry into an annual one-sided affair. In 1996, Fry teed off on the Cyclones as

hC approachcd game \\'cck.

39. “I remember last year, the president (Martin Jischke) predicted they were
going to win,” Fry said. “I remember Troy Davis guaranteed a win last year. It

kind ()rgivr.s you an ineiig]]l how mc:mingi‘u] it is to those ln—.op]r. over there.”
Did Towa Statc’s president really say that?

40. “Gosh yes. You don't think ours would say something like that, do you? It’s

in the writeups. We've got the clippings down here. President Jischke.”

41. “I don’t blame him. Heck, I think the guy is a heck of a president. He loves
al}\]clir:s; he's behind them over there. He's lr)’illg to fire them up. More power
to him. I den't hold that against him at all. I'm just re-stating what he actually

said.”

42. “Can you imagine all the garbage we'd take from you guys and the fans and
the Cyelone fans and the president of the university (if Towa lost)? All those

folks would be 50 feet off the ground.”

Entering the 1996 matchup, Fry faced his protégé, Dan MeCarney, who was in
his third season with the Cyclones. Fry was asked to compare some of lowa

S[iIlC‘S pICViUllS CUIICilCS in [hC process.
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43, “T don't know if it’s possible to double Jim Walden's efforts. Jim became
obscssed with beating us becausc of all the news media and the fans. I couldn't

figure it out.”

44. “I thought Jim Walden did a heck of a job against us every year. Some of
the scores |||ig|ll not have indicated it, but he was a difficult guy to preparc Ibr,
a good coach and their kids played real hard. Now the other fella, he was a little

bit easicr. (Jim) Criner.”

Then came a whiff of condescension that lives with the series nearly a quarter-

ccn Rl.ll'}’ ].il lcr

45, “I can't say it’s morc important than a Big Ten game, It's morc important
than the Tulsa game, but I can’t say it’s more important than the Arizona game

because that was the first game.”

Towa beat Towa State for the 14t straight year, 38-13, in 1996, The following
week, the Hawkeyes flew to Tulsa on gameday and promptly lost 27-20. That

rcsl'llr hllgcrcd al'ld ]Cd to one Of Fr)"s biggcsl‘ Ski.l'lnixhcs witil I.D(.‘al lncdia.
Fry vs. the media

Almost every year, Fry would pick a weekly news conference where he'd tee off
on local media outlets and create a couple of news stories o deflect attention
from his players. As a psychelogy major in college, Fry used different forms of
motivation. He might be loose for a tough opponent or be a taskmaster for a
weaker foc. If his team was cither banged up or facing outside scrutiny, watch

out. Fl'}’ Was ].ikc a WOUI'IdCd raccoon in a gardcn shcd,

After the Tulsa debacle in 1996, Towa rebounded with a 37-30 win against
Michigan State. It pushed Towa to 3-1 but the mood was surly around the
program. When Jim Ecker of The Cedar Rapids Gazette wrote Fry did not
return a call after a fow spats in the past, the coach turned his news conference
into a mid-October Festivus. He started by calling Ecker “a liar,” which was

unftrue.

46, “Hey, Jim, you've done a lot of good things,” Fry said. “Dont get me wrong,
you've done a lot of good things. But it’s like somebody at The Cedar Rapids
Gazette said, Hey, this is the year, let’s get on the Hawks, let’s get everything
negative, let’s write the story, but go back and find out all the things that they
didn't do, be critical and all this and that," and you and Mike (Hlas) justdoa
takeoff. You think I like doing business with you? You're personally a real nice
guy, but I don't like doing business with you.”

47. “Wlw dao | take time to C:Kl)]:lill it to you, or stay afterwards and g]vr youa

story when all you're going to do is just stick the knife in us?”
Fry then chewed into the rest of those present.

48. “You BUYs arc Crazy. SCVCI'A]. 0{ You arc I'C‘Jj.l)" Cl'ﬂ‘l.}’- OTIIC[E Gf)"OU arc nice
pcoplc b“t STm crazy.”

49, “I've been coaching for 45 years. I know what I'm doing. You can't do
everything in one day. We're not Houdini.”

50. “How many of you have had a jockstrap on and have played Big Ten
football? How many games did you win? It’s kind of like these peaple sitting up
in the stands doing all that booing. How many times have they been out there
on the field, getting knocked around and so forth? Zippo, but they're experts,
That’s their right. You don't hear me griping about it.”

Despite the irony in Fry’s last sentence, he routinely chided reporters, especially
Sports Illustrated. In 1982, the magazine sent a reporter to Towa City to write
about how Iowa had become a powerhouse program in football, men’s
basketball and wrestling. After its reporter conducted several interviews on

campus, the magazine killed the story, which left Fry holding a grudge. In 1990
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when No. 13 lowa was set to face No. 5 Illinois, Fry publicly admonished the

magazine.

51. “I had the thrill of telling Sperts Illustrated don’t come in, because you're
not going to get any interviews,” Fry said. “T've been waiting a long time to be
able to do that. Tiu:)"vc been extremely negative toward intercollegiate athletics
overall. They're all the time jumping on different schools and players and
coaches. They're so negative. They blow up things.”

In the same 1996 news conference when he lambasted Ecker, Fry also went
after people who picked his team to win the Big Ten. He believed it put too

[III.ICI'I prcssur: on Ilis squad.

52. “First of all, those people arc complete idiots,” Fry said about anyone who
picked lowa to win the Big Ten in 1996. “They prove it every year. Some writer
in New York City — New York City — or someplace clsc writes that garbage

and you believe it.”

The 1996 squad finished 9-3 overall and 6-2 in Big Ten play, just one game
behind Ohio State and Northwestern.

ur

53. After people made fun of lowa’s “Think Big” marketing campaign. “What

ATC W 5!11)11(‘)5:(1 to (]0, pul “Think Little? Think Small?™

54. Before Iowa's 1995 gamc agﬂ'lmal \'Vis('s:n:i'ln, Fry blasted the postgame call-
in show on flagship radio station WHO. “I den't listen to a damn one of them,

Mo sir, I don't, but I've got friends who do.”
Fry vs. Indiana/Wisconsin

Fry’s tactics rarcly backfired. After blasting Ecker, Fry's squad went to Indiana
and won 31-10. After ranting against negative callers, Fry beat Wisconsin

33-20. It happened countless times over Fry's 20-year carcer at Towa.

The week of the 1996 Indiana game, Fry went on a perplexing diatribe against
Tiic game environment at l\"Icl[lOrl:I] Stﬁdil”]l‘ i P]‘J.CC l}lal l'nrtl)-' fc'ﬂl\lms

anything close to a sellout.

55. Fry called Indiana’s fans and Memorial Stadium, “the worst in the Big Ten

Cunf:r:m:c fcr US.”

56. Regarding a 1993 trip to Bloomington, a 16-10 loss. “It was bad news. We
got a bunch of guys hurt on that dadgummed Astroturf. The crowd was
hollering four-letter words and throwing stuff. A couple of our coaches got
beaned upside the head. It’s not a good environment, and I think the world of

Bill Mallory. He's done a heck of a job. But I don't care for the rest of it.”

57. “When we go on and off the ficld over there, we hear every four-letter
word. It’s really bad.”

58. “(Assistant coach Gene Jones) grabbed a security guard and said, ‘If you
don't stop these people from throwing stuff at us, I'm going to go up there and
kick some rllll]P.. 1 lhuug}\t that was P:n:lty rm\ny because [ would have lost a

C(}‘dch.”
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Fry used some of the same descriptions about Wisconsin, the closest Big Ten
campus n Pr()x'm\il)' ta lowa. In the 1980s, the | Iﬁ\VkC}’tS would drive muhilﬂc
buses to Madison and different small Wisconsin towns would set up road
blocks, post signs and blast horns as the Hawkeyes drove along Highway 151.

The scene at Camp Randall Sradium, Fry said, was just as interesting.

59. “It was really bad — big-time bad — at Wisconsin,” Fry said in 1996. “Bur

now it's cleaned up at Wisconsin. We've been treated well at Wis

60. Wisconsin fans “threw rotten eggs, tomatoes and everything else. They
were pouring Schnapps on us, l\-‘ly wife made the mistake of driuin_q up there,

and they slashed her tires and tied the radio antenna into a knot.”

61, “It’s extremely important to try to take the crowd out of the game there,

more so th

Y other pl:{rc in the world. It's the worst 11|:|('r. to !J]'.{V faotball.”

62. “One time, | heard the fans _\fn”ing, turned around, and lhc‘\-' were Ims:i'mg A
keg up through the stands. The next time I turned around, I thought the same
rhing was happcning, but instead it was a young girl thcy were passing up
toward the top. They were handing her row to row. The folks up there don't

I'Cal.!‘\“ care too ll'lllch abour tl]: gmnc. Thq'_i‘.'lst ;13\'€ a good tim:.”
Fry on the 1981 season

Perhaps no season in lowa annals was more magical than the Hawkeyes' 1981
co-Big Ten championship. The | lawkeyes hadn't had a winning scason sinece

1961, and they killed plenty of snakes that year.

It started with a 10-7 upsct of No. 7 Nebraska. Iowa also beat No. 6 UCLA
and No. 6-ranked defending Big Ten champion Michigan 9-7.

63. “Man, that was one great football game,” Fry said winning at Ann Arbor. “I
thought I fouled up a jillion times by playing it too close to the vest. But we put

a lot of faith in our defense.

64, “Nobody expected us to win this football game except those guys over there

in the next room. Nobody's heard of Iowa football for 20 years.”

Afr:r ]OSlﬂg consecutive gamcs in carly OClObCl’, r]lt HaWI(.C}"CS ﬂll?\"_" clinchcd

a winning scason with a 33-7 win against Purdue. The Boilermakers had beaten

lowa 20 slraig}\l years, then the hlllgr.:ﬂ streak in B‘lg Ten ]Ii!i[()l’}'. The |Jrr.vic:u:i

season, Purdue blasted Towa 58-13.

65. “Waaa-hooo,” Fry yelled when he met with reporters after beating Purdue
in 1981. “Twenty cotton-picking years, and we finally did ir. We had a great
opportunity to fold our tent for the scason after last weck (a loss to Illinois) and

we didn't do it.”
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73. “There’s no doubt this was my biggest win at lowa. I'm even going to vote

us Ne. 1 in the UPI (Coaches) poll.”

74, “Afterward, I told (Schembechler) he had a great team. He said, ‘But you

ha\'t thﬂ gICRtCSt.' Thﬂt was qui'l:c a COlllPl.ianl ﬁ’DITI BO.'u

In 1991, the Wolverines handed Towa its only loss in what served as a de facto
l;ig Ten title game. It carned some revenge for the | lawkcyl:s‘ 24-23 vir.l()r)r n
1990 that sent the Hawkeyes to the Rose Bowl when the teams tied for the

league championship.
75. “Can you believe it?"” Fry asked after the 1990 win.

76. “Two wins in the state (){l\«'{ic!ligml in the same year. Woo-eee! First time

ever!”
Coming Up Roses

Fry's 1985 squad not only was his best, it was perhaps the greatest in school
history. It was ranked No. 1 for five straight weeks until a loss at Ohio State,
whose fans tore down the goalposts in celebration. The Hawkeyes still won the
Big Ten outright and carned a Rose Bowl trip.

Towa's 35-31 rally against Michigan State carly in Big Ten play approaches the
Michigan victory in Hawkeye lore. The previous scason, lowa went for a
2-point conversion late against the Spartans. Quarterback Chuck Long dove
for the goal line but was called short in a one-point loss. This time, the
Hawkeyes trailed by three peints in the final minute. Qut of a Power-1
formation, the play call was a dive by running back Ronnie/Harmon. Fry
instructed Long to keep the ball without telling anyene and bootleg to the

Iig}lt. Lﬂﬂg dl.d, and hC SCOl'Cd th game winning touchdawn.

77. “That might have been the greatest fake of all-time in college football,” Fry

said. “I believe I could have scored on that one, and I'm really slow.”

78. “Chuck’s not all that fast. I noticed he hoisted the ball over his head at the

3' or 4 )"‘A.l'd ].im:, Zl'ld IW‘RS abour to havc a hcart atrack."

After Jowa toppled Minnesota 31-9 in the regular-season finale, television
stations aired the postgame nows conference live, At that poim, Rose Bowl

representatives formally extended Fry an invitation.

79. “I thank you, sir, and we look forward to participating in the Rose Bowl,”
Fr}' said. “I guarantec you we'll do a bcttcrjob than we did the last time.”

80. “As of this point, this has to be my No. 1 victory, the finest ever. It’s a great

day for the state of lowa, the people of Towal”

Iowa sar No. 4 entering the Rose Bowl against UCLA with an outside shot at a

national title.

81. “Our remaining goals arc a win in the Rose Bowl and the national
championship,” Fry said. “Each year those goals become a little more realistic.

We've learned how to win at lowa.”

Unfortunately for Fry, his program never finished as a Rose Bowl champion.
The first appearance ended with a 28-0 loss to Washington. The 45-28 loss to
UCLA cost the Hawkeyes at least a No. 2 final ranking. In 1990, Towa’s furious
fourth-quarter rally fell short in a 46-34 loss to Washington.

Games and events

In 37 years, Fry compiled a 232-178-10 coaching record. At Towa, he was
143-89-6 with 96 Big Ten victories. He was inducted into the College Football
Hall of Fame in 2003. He etched several memorable victories over the years.
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In 1990, with a recruiting scandal involving assistant men’s basketball coaches at
Towa and Illinois putting their border feud on Harﬁ:lds-i\[cCc_\'s level, the No.
13 Hawkeyes traveled to face the No. 5 Illini. The Hawkeyes built a 35-7 lead

carly in the sccond quarter in a 54-28 slaughter.

82, “It was like a whirlwind, wasn't it?” Fry said. “Just chopped ‘em up.”

1, when

83. When asked if he'd ever felt better on a football J'lcld, ["r'\' cl, Y

I got a 10-year contract. That's the only thing I can think of that big.”

In 1987, Iowa faced fourth-and-23 at the Ohio State 29 with time nearly
expired. Quarterback Chuck Hartlieb tossed to tight end Marv Cock, who
barely cleared the goal line, for a 29-yard touchdown to cap a 29-27 victory in

1987.
84, “I think I'll just go ahead and retire right now,” Fry said afterward.

85, “Anybody listening, if you haven't called in about your bowl, please call in

»
now,

86. In the locker room following a 21-20 win at No. 10 Penn Statc in 1996, Fry

bellowed, “This is Happy Hawkeye Valley.”

After a pair of Rose Bowl losses to Washington and lifelong friend and
defensive coordinator Bill Brashier stepping down afterward, the Hawkeyes'
38-18 win against the Huskies in the 1995 Sun Bowl was sweet for multiple

TCASONS.

87. “That was a fine effort by a group of fine young men and they whipped —
and I put that in capital letters — a very, very fine Washington team that was

co-champs of the Pac-10,” Fry said.

In 1983, No. 10 Iowa finished the regular season 9-2 and were strongly
considered for the Cotton Bowl. Southwest Conference champion Texas did

not want to face the Hawkeyes, so Ge ia was invited instead. Towa picked up

a trip to the Gator Bowl, which was met with modest disdain by fans.

88. “We don't want to get fat and sassy all at once,” Fry said. “Let’s don't jump
up and be hot dogs. We should be appreciative and thankful. The Gator is a
step up from the Peach. We probably spoiled our fans by geing to the Rosc

Bowl first.”

There’s no straight story about why Towa's visiting locker room was painted

pink. In the past, Fry has told reporters it was because pink was the only

available color. He also said it held a ('a]ming mfluence over lrmiﬂc. Others

believe it was based on sexism. No matter how its meaning is interpreted, the

})ink locker room continues to generale discussion AMong lowa's opponecnts.
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