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Hawkeye 'Haydenisms': Recalling 
Hayden Fry's 100 best quotes 

8y $oott t)oehll):(!Nn M11y ?8. ?010 

IO WA CITY, Iowa - lf wrest ling legend Dan C•ble is the greatest eooch in 

Iowa athletics history, longtime football coach Hayden Fry cerlllinly has a case 

as the school's most important sports figu1c. 

Fry, who died Dec. 17, 2019 at age 90, changed everything about Iowa athletics 

from the logos and uniforms to the on-field results. He hclp<:d design the iconic 

T igerH awk in 1979 and modeled the un.forms after the Pittsburgh S teelers. In 
1981, his third season, F'ry took rhe Hawkeye• ro the Rose Bowl and ended 

l ow11's 19-y.:::ar drough1 o f non-winning footbaU. 

T hsr season impacted all of college football because it ended the Ohio Statc­

Michigon headlock on the Rose Bowl. From 1968-80, only the Buckeyes or 

Wolverines represented rhe Big Ten in Pasadena. By sitting atop the le•gue 

standings, Fry forged a new crn of Big Ten football. 

Jn doing so, Fry ba1tk:d le.ague foes wilh derailed i.chcrnat ics and never was 

afraid to verbally joust his r ivals and peers. Few coaches ever have dispensed the 

rypc of rhetoric Fry displayed following games, in midweek news conferences or 

in sicle convcrsinions. H <:: was known for lashing out Ar rhe n1edia abouronce a 

sc-ason to deflect pre~urc away from his team or create storylincs if a few 

players were injured or struggling. Fry had no problem mking on another 

program or th<:: offici11ls, clthcr. 

A master motivator, Fry often played the ,·illain, too. He regularly tossed barbs 

at Northwestern and Iowa Sme, teams lmva had owned winning stre•ks of 21 

:,nd 15 g.unes, respcctivdy. Fry w~s cril i<::~1.l of Camp R:,od~II S1Mliuin, home of 

a W isconsin team rhar did not be21 Iowa between 1977 and 1997. Fans of those 

progr:uns h:11·cd fry :1s 11111ch \\S he w:n bdov<::d by Iowa supporrcrs. 

Fry's quips over his lowa tenure were informi,~g, entertaini ng And <>flen 

loquacious. From various news conferences published by The Des Moines 

Register and The Cedar Rapids Gazette, other personal interviews and in his 

autobiogrnphy "A H igh Porch Picnic,' here arc 100 of 11ry', best quotes. 

Fryv• . Nnrthwc<tcrn 
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No program targeted both Fry and lowa quite like Northwestern, and it has 

developed into an intense, con1petitive r.ivalry. That was not the case for most of 

Fry's lenure. The I fawkeyes ripped the Wildcats the first 16 years under Fry 

and only twice wa• the final ,core within 13 point,, When Gary Barnett took 

over at Northwestern in 19921 he saw Iowa as a program to both emulate and 

mark. Their firn rncc1ing was like nearly all of the others since 1974, a 56-14 

Iowa win. 

After Barnell shook hands with Fry, the: Iowa coach uttered a condescending 

phr:1s:c that motivated the Northwestern co:,ch ~rncl invigor:11cd the Wildrnts. 

1. "1 hope we didn't hurt any of your boys," fry told Barnett. That comment 
was etnbellishccl by Barnett over the years and came to a head in. 1995 when the 

once-downtrodden Wildcats were leading the Big Ten. They already had npsct 

Noire D am e_, Pc:nn StRlc and ~'1ic:higan bul they saved tlu::lr angry lam'll'$ for 

Iowa, which by then had won 21 straight in the series. On lhc:: Monday of g,m1c 

week, Northwcs:tern players initiated a war of words directed at the Hawkeyes. 

Insteud of dow11phtying the rhetoric, Fry elevuted it in his weekly news 
conference that Tuesday afternoon. 

2. "They've had their rump kicked, and they've made up thcl.f ntinds to bring it 

to an end. They lead the nation in n1rnovcr margin, plus rhe fact rlrnt when 

1·hey ge1 the ball, 1hey take aclv,mtagc of it and put point$ on the board. But 11$ 

far as having all of those Hcisman Trophy guys ... there's not a Simeon Rice, 

there's nor• Kevin Hardy. They've got a running bock who's lending the Big 

Ten (Darnell Autry) bur he's cc::rrn.inJy not the best running b:,ck in America. 

They've just done what they have had to do in order to win. They've got a 

bnmd-new enthusiasm associated with winning." 

3. "I would think that after 21 years of being defeated, 'I would be looking for 

answers. These .ue young rnen; they're feeling their oats. But it's just another 

gunt,.n 

4. "It certainly isn't that we've been running up the score intentionally. If we 

have a comforuiblc lead, we nm ir. If people pur cighr or nine men on rhc line 

of scrimmage, we don't have any alternative but to throw the ball because you 

can't nm it. A lot of times, the other tea1n has something to do with how many 

Points you score or don't score.,, 

5. "I'm going to rcfrai,; from being 1hc ch:unbcr or coinmcrec. To l'f1c, until 

you've .lctually done something over a period of years, you re:illy haven't 

established yourself. You're going to have teams jump up and do well from time 

to time, but that's not the bS1..rometcr to judge. You need to do it over the long 

h;rnl. This is a one-year, Cinderella year a.n.d rhat 1
$ wondcrful. It's grc~ll.lt 

6. '1 havc11'1 done anylhing to make 1h~111 m;\d, except win. lf1ha1 make$ tlu;m 

mad, then rhey1t'c mad." 

7. "We've always played well against No rthwestern :rnd if that altenates them, 

wc:.ll,$0 b<:: it." 

8. "After 21 srr::tiight (victories), they've still gor to .show me that they can whip 

us." 

With ESPN College GamcDay in town, the Hawkeye• took a 14-3 fust-half 

lead. Northwesr.crn rallied, however, and bear Iowa 31 20. It was the first of 

three straight wins by the Wildcats against Fry and the Hawkeyc.s. 

F'ryvs. Minnesota 

The 1-hwkeyes shure more history with Minnesoll\ tlmn uny otlter program. 
They staged their first game in 1891 and for nearly 130 year,, the discourse has 

stradd led rhe Ii 1>e between a firecrncker Md a stick of dynAmite. They p!.y for 

one of college football's greatest traveling trophies, a 98.3-pound bronze pig 

named Floyd of Rosedale, which became a peace offCring i.n 1935 to avert a 

potential riot. 
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By 1982, the Gophers had beaten Iowa :in each of Fry's first th.rec encounters, 

induding their g•me in low• City during the H,wkeycs' 1981 Sig Ten 

championship season. During Iowa we.ck, Minnesota coach "Smokey,. Joe 

Salem wore overalls in practice to dig -itt the H-itwkeyes, whiJe other 1\.vin Cities 

1ncdia pcrsof1~ilitics were accused of making fun the Gophers' rival:!t. So when 

the Hawkeyes won 21-16 in the Metrodornc. Fry told sports inf-ormation 

director Phil Ha.ddy to wait a few extrn minutes: before his postg.:lme interview. 

Fry then changed into a pair of overalls, a straw hat and a flannel shirt and 

stood outside the locker room door and conducted interviews. 

9. "'fhese arc my Iowa clod clothes. All you great ~1innesota writers, radio 

people t1nd TV .. , I didn't want you w look like li:us so I've got my clod dothes . on. 

10. "They told me that I might be from Texas, bur that pig is pretty important 

around here. They said he's been in Nlinnesota so long that he'$ probably frozen 

Ly now." 

11. "We're takil'lg Floyd home where he bclougs. Soo<>oo~cy pig. S0000-ey." 

Fry W$1S 12-8 against the H11wkcycs' ::tncicnl rivals with several lopsided 

victories ,lnd a few rough c.xperiencc~. In the 1990 regular-season finale with 

the Merrodomc •• leosr h,lf filled wirh (ow• fans, rhe Gophers upset low• 

31-24 to send the Hawkeye, into a four- wt1y for the Dig Ten title. The 

Hawkeycs still earned the Rose Bowl nod with a 3 ... Q record against the other 

titlists. 

12. "In n1y opin;on, ir's the only way it should be because we dcfc1ued all those 

teams on the road, head up," Fry said. "So we're disappointed, and yet we're 

c.xrrcmcly proud!." 

13. The rivalry was at the zenith for Loth progr.uns, and Fry rnade no bones 

about not liking the Gophers. "I'm not Ln favor of dropping them, but ifl had 

to, Minncsorn would be my first choice because of the things that have 

happened overt he years." 

In 1991, in what was termed as """l'hc Snow Bowl," the H awkeycs finished the 

regular set1son 10 1 with a 23 8 win agt1jnst the Gopher, at Kinnick Stadium. 

Only about 32,000 firn.s showed up for a ~me thM included as much as cighr 

includes of snow. 

14. Fry oftcnjabl,cd at his opponents, b ... t he rarely made predictions. That 

changed that week. The day before the game. Fry told a crowd at the Johnson 

County I-Club breakfast, "Let's put it this way: We1re going to win the football 

game lomorrow. ru guarantee you thar." Afrer rhe game, Fry said~ "Don't think 

I didn't wonder, 'Did I really say that? I'd never said that in my life," 
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It was Fry's 100th win at Iowa. He slipped and fell on the snowy, slick grass 

while t:tlkjng with counterpart John Gutekunst during preg:tmc drills. 

Afterw:lrd, he :u::.ccpted ~ Holid:1y Uowl bid. 

15. After receiving congratulations from Iowa Prc.:sidcnt Hunter RawLngs, Fry 

said: "I shake hands with this guy, and 'I've always got to check if I've sti ll got 

rny watch on.'' 

16. "h's just like:: my wife:;: :,s:ked me th<:: other day: 'I low ll'l:'tfly g:unes h:wc you 

co:tched :tlrogerher?' I s:tid, 'I don't know. I'm afraid ro add up a!J those losses.m 

Fry accepts the l ow11jol, 

Not c;.vc:;:r-ythiug Fry $-aid had~ riwJry lwinge or -angle::. Ir, fac1, Fry had 110 n:;al 

knowledge of!owa before accepting the job on Dec. 9, 1978. After coaching 

SM[! from 1962-72 •nd North Tcx•s from 1973-78, Frywss • c•ndid•te for 

several jobs, indudi.ng Ok.Jahom.:t Slate :1nd Ole Miss. But the co1nbinatio11 of 

Iowa's loy.J fan base and a highly regarded athletic director in Bump Elliott 

gave Fry confidence he could build a winner. H e was empharic the school 

needed to provide enough resources for the program to compete annually in the 

Big Ten. 

17. "I have no time schedule on getting l owa a winning football team. But l 

assure you we wm be competitive, tough and colorfi.11. ff I did not believe Iowa 

can win in the n.car future, I would not h:wc left Nonh Tc:<as. \Ve have only 

one place to go and that's up." 

18. ~c have to have an equal oppornrn.ity. Our stick has to be as long as the 

sticks being used by those we play." 

19. "To say that this will be an cosy job would be crazy. A lot of my fellow 

coaches will probably think 1 -;11n crazy for leaving the security of North Texas. 

But I want the opportunily to take a pl:t,cc th:u is not recognized as a football 

factory and make it successful. A lot of people like to climb rnountains. I like to 

rake football rearns and mrn rhem into winners." 

20. "We may throw 40 to 50 passes in one game and then come back and only 

throw 20 in anolher. I am definitely a passing coach. Wc inay run. the Statue of 

Liberty play out of our own end zone. We may line up with just one man in the 

bsckficld." 

21. "'Those people deserve. a winner and we're going to do everything we can ro 

give thcin a winner. I think it is wonder-1\11 that an average of 50,000 people 

col'ne out to watch Iowa play. But that is not fair to those fans and there is no 

re:tson to think they will conti.nuc to COfJ"l.c if the tc:un docs not win." 

22. "'Tlrn.t is 011c lhing I w:ml my playen; lo undcnl:and - thcr-c. ;$ n6 free lunch 

here. My players will hustle and produce for us on the field or I will help them 

pack. We a.re going to outwork and outhustle and outcoach other people." 

23. "If the other team's defense is going to give us the pass, we'll pass. If they're 

going ro give us the nm, we1ll nm. Every club has~ weakness on offCnse, so our 

defense puts 01.1r slrcngth :1g:1inst that wcakncss.n 

24 . .ilt's great to be in Hawkeye Country," F'ry said to a basketball crowd a few 

days later. "I had an opportunity to meet the football team today, a1'1d. ladies 

and gentlemen, we arc going to win." 

High Po,ch Picnic 

As a West Texas native, Fry regularly ca1nc up with homespun descriptions that 

evenn1ally became clichCs throughout Iowa. ln fact, most Hawkeye fans older 

rh:Hl :t certain age will smile when hearing a "'Haydcnism" during football 

season. 
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25. "Scrnrch wh,cre ir itches." That's how Fry attacks an opponent's weakness. 

26. "Nothing', better th•n • high-porch picnic right here in C•liforni•." Pry 

said after arriving for the Rose Bowl in 1981. A high-porch picnic me"ns the 

game csrric.s heightened importance. 

27. "Plow up some snakcs and kill 'em." Thar was Fry's w:-1y of gcrring rid of old 

losing streaks. 

28. "Only thing rve got going for me arc niy day dreams." That •s when Fry felt 

he and his team were under attack by media and fans. 

29. "We're going to have to put our boots on because it•s about to get deep." Fry 

s•id this during • weekend b•ck in low• City before meering wirh old friend 

and fonncr spor-rs infonnatio11 d irector Ceorgc W i1,c. 

30. "I'm $till 011 the right side of the grnss." Fry's sdf-dc:pn;.cating way of saying 

he's still alive. 

31. "The sun don't shine on the same dog's rump every day." Prcuy ol,vious. 

32. "The main thing is, be sure you pul inc high enough on lhe foundalion that 

the dogs can't urinate on my shoes," Fry said when the city of Coralville 

commissioned a statue of his likeness ruong the I layden Fry W"Y· 

33. "I dido't think I w:1s going to o)akc it, bul I chug :1 lug ofWD-40 1his 

morning so I'm going good." Fry used this description enough to make one 

wonder if he owned shares of the lubricant that magically erases squeaks. 

Starting at Iowa 

Fry liked to use a famili:,r quote of Iowa fans when he and defensive 

coordinator Bill Brashier watched game film of previous seasons . 

34. "Every time Iowa made a first down, the whole crowd erupted. I got to 

thi11king, 'My gosh, what would happen if we ever scored i:i tonchdown?m 

The impression became reality when Fry switched to an empty backfield early 

in his Iowa debut and the Kinnick Stadium crowd gave him a standing ovation. 

That type of enthusiasm helped him dumge the culture of a perennial loser. 

35. "lt was a group of young men that were very hungry, been kicked around, 

had a Jrn rd ti me," Fry said on one of his final trips ro Iowa City. «To see them 

win 1he HigTc:n c:h:,mpionship w~s one of1hc highlights of 1ny c:,rccr. They 

hadn't had" winning season in 19 seasons "nd psychologically, I had a grc:it 

advantage because they were 0tsy to motivale. 'TI1cy were told they couldn't win, 

and they were dc:tcnnincd to show people that they could." 

36. "Once we srnrt winning here, I want to devdop an environment where the 

fans expect us to win," Fry said Sept. 22, 1979. "I w~nt them to get mad if we 
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don't win. That's the American way ofli.fc:." 

In F'ry's second game, the Hawkcycs traveled to No. 3 Okhhoma and lost a 

h:ud-fougl,t game, 21-6 . Iowa fan, who made the trip offered congratulations 

for the effort, which infuriated the 11ew ,coach. 

37. "I just told rny football te11m that's what's wrong with our b11II dub," Fry 

Sflid. "We get our it:sscs kicked ~nd we get co,nplimcntcd. l fl !.ice: one guy with i:i. 

smlle on his face, Pm gonna bust him right in the mouth." 

Even before rhe 1979 sc•son, F'ry combined with Bill Colbert ro design the 

Tiger I Tawk. Fry n::q,,cstcd pcnnission from the Steelers: to copy their \1nifonns. 

Ile felt if his tea.Ill looked like champions, they'd fed like winnerS. It also would 

give 1hc program a fre$h look 10 its fans. 

38. "From when; I come from, it's called selling the si.~lc before 1lu; steak," Fry 

said. 

Cy-H awk Weck 

Fry arrived Rt lo,wa just two years after Iowa and lowil St11tc. revived their series 

following a 43-ycar brc,lk. There wa.s" 1nixcd rcccpLion from Iowa fans to the 

rcne-wal, but through Fry's first four Cy Ha'\vk meetings, the Cyclon.cs had won 

three times. 

Then, the Hawk.eyes peeled off 15 straight victories thllt turned the instate 

rivfl.lry into an annual one-sided affair. In 1996, Fry teed off on the Cyclones as 

he approached game week. 

39. "I remember last year, the president (Martin Jischke) predicted they were 

going to win," F'ry said. ") remember Troy Davis gu::irnntccd: a win last year. Ir 

k.if',d of gives you, :111 irisight how me:rnit~gful ir is to those pc::ople ovc;.- there.,. 

Did Iowa State's president really say that? 

40. "Gosh yes. You don't think ours would say something like that, do you? It's 

in the wrireups. We've got the clippings down here. President Jischke.11 

41. "l don't bhme him. Heck, ·1 think rhe guy is a heck of :-1 president. He loves 

athletics; he's behind them over there. He's trying 10 fire. 1hcm op. More power 

to him. I don't h olcl that against him :-1t a ll. J'm just re-stating wh:-1t he acn1aJly 

$aid." 

42. "Can you imagine di the garbage we'd take from you guys and the fans and 

the Cyclone fan~ o1nd the ymidcm of 1hc univmity (iflowo1 loH)r All 1hosc 
folks would be 50 feet off the ground." 

Entering the 1996 matchup, Fry faced his protCgC, Dan McCarney, who was in 

his third season with the Cyclones. Fry was asked to compare some of Iowa 

Suue's previous ,coaches in rhe process. 
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43. "I don't know if it's possible lO double Jim Walden's efforts. Jim became 

obsessed with beating us because of a.11 the news media and the fans. I couldn't 

figure ir our." 

41. "I rhoughr Jim Walden clid a heck of a job agai nst ns cve,y year. Some of 

the scor« migh1 not li:we indicated ii, but he w~1s a diflicull guy to prepare for, 

a good coach and their kids played real hard. Now the other feUu, he was a little 

bil easier. (Jiin) Criner." 

'Then ~n"lc: a whiff of condescension that lives with the series nearly a quarter­

century later. 

45. "I c,m't say it's more important th.-n a Big Ten game. It's mo.re important 

than the Tulsa game, but I can't say it's more hnportant than the Arizona garne 

because that was the first game." 

Iowa beat Iowa State for the 14th straight year, 38 13, in 1996. The following 

week, the Hawkey<:$ flew to Tuha on gamcday and promptly lost 27-20. That 

result lingered and lc:d to one of Fry's biggest skirmishes with local media. 

Fry vs. tl,e mc,lia 

Almost every year, fry would pick a weekly news conference where he'd tee off 

on local media outlets and create a coup[c of news stories to deflect aucmion 

from his players. As a psychology major in college, Fry 11sed different forms of 

motiv11rion. He might be loose for 11 rough opponent or be a taskn1aster for a 

weaker foe. If his team w,1s either banged up or facing outside scrutiny, watch 

our. Fry was like a wounded raccoon in a garden shed. 

After the Tulsa debacle in 1996, Iowa rebounded with a 37 30 win against 

Mirhigtm St:.I<:. It pushed Iowa to 3~ 1 but I lic;. mood W.)S surly :tn)111)d the 

prognm. When Jim Eeker of The Ccdu Rnpids G:ttctle wrote Fry did not 

rcrurn a call after a few spats in the past. the coach nuncd his news conference 

into a mid October Fcstivus. He started! by calling Ecker "a liar," which was 

untrue. 

46. "Hey, Jim, you've done a lot of good things." Fry said. "'Don't get me wrong, 

you've done a lo, of good things. Bur it's like somebody at The Cedar Rapids 

Gazette said, 1Hey, this is the year, let's get on the Hawks, let's get everything 

ncgi'-tlvc, let's write the story, but go back and find out all the things rhat they 

didn't do, be criLical and all this and that,1 a1ld you and Mike (I Has) just do a 

takeoff. You thiu.k I like doing business with you? You're personally a re,tl nice 

guy, but I don't like doing busiuc.ss with you." 

47. "Why do I t:1kc:: 1i111e to c.xpbin i t 10 you, or St:'1y 11f1crw11rds ~md give you :'1 

story when all you're going ro do is just' Slick the knife in us?" 

Fry then chewed in10 the rest of those present. 

48. "You guys are crnzy. Several of you a:rc really crnzy. Others of you arc nice 

people - but still crazy." 

49. "I've been coaching for 45 yc:Lrs. I know wh:tt I'm doing. You can't do 

everything in one day. We're not Houdini." 

50. "How many of you have had a jockstrap on and have played Big Ten 

foorbsll? How m•ny games did yon win? It'• kind oflike those people sitti ng up 

in the stands doing all that booing. How many times have they been out there 

on the field, getting knocked ~round and ,o forth? Zippo, b\1t they're cxpem. 

That's their right. You don't bcfil' inc griping about i.t.n 

Despite the irony in Fry's last sentence, h.c routinely chided reporters, especially 

Sports Illustrated. In 1982, the magazine sent a reportc.r to Iowa C ity to write 

about how lowa had become :l powerhou se program in footb:111, men's 

basketball and wrestling. After its reporter conducted several interviews on 

campus, the magazine killed the story, which left Fry holding a grudge. ln 1990 
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when No. 13 low• was set 10 face No. 5 Illinois, Fry publicly •dmonishcd the 

magazine. 

51. "I had the thrill of telling SPorts Illustrated don't come in, because you're 

not going to get any interviewst Fry said. "I've been waiting a long ti1ne to be 

:tble to do rh:tt. They've been extremely negative toward intercollegiate athletics 

overall. They1re all the time jumping on different schools and players and 

co:tchcs. They're so nc~ti\re. They blow up things." 

In the same 1996 news conference when he lambasted Ecker, Fry also went 

afrer people who picked his tc:.Mn to win rhc Sig Ten. He believed it put too 

much pressure on his squad. 

52. "'First of all. those people arc complete idiots," Fry said abou l anyone who 

picked lowR to win the Big Ten in 1996. uThey prove it every year. Some writer 

in New York Cirty- New York City- or s:omcplacc else writes that g,ulmgc 

and you believe it." 

The 1996 squad finished 9 3 overall and 6 2 in Big Ten play, just one game 

behind Ohio State and Norrhwesrern. 

53. Afrcr people made fon of lowa's "Think Big" marketing campaign. "What 

~•re. we supposed 10 do, pul 
1Think Li1tlc?' Think Sm:,.11?"" 

54. Before. Iowa's 1995 ~me :.tgainsl Wisco11:si11_, Fry blasted the postgame call­

in show on flagship radio station WHO. "I don't listen to a damn one of them. 

No sir, I don\ bm I've got friench who do." 

Fryvs. l ndian a/Wisconsin 

Fry's tactics rarely backfired. After blasting Ecker, Fry's squad went to Indiana 

and won 31-10. After rrmting a~inst neg-a rive ca!Jers, Fry bear Wisconsin 

33-20. It happened countless rimes over Fry's 20-year career at Iowa. 

Tiu:. week ofilic 1996 lndi:rna g:unc, Fry wenl on~ pcrplc...\'.i1,g cli:,tribc :,~inst 

the game cnviron,nent ;u Mc1noria.l Srndium, a place that rardy features 

anything close to a sellout. 

55. Fry called Indiana's fans and J\1emocial Stadium, "the worst in the Big Ten 

Co11fercnc:e for us." 

56. Rcg.1rding a 1993 rrip to Dloomingt<>n, a 16 10 loss. "h was bad news. We 
got a bunch of guys hurt on that dadgurnmed Astrotmf. The crowd was 

hollering four-letter words and throwing sniff. A couple of our coaches got 

beaned upside the head. It's not a good environment. and I think the world of 

llill M,llory. He's done• heck of• job. But I don't core for rhe rest of it." 

57. uWhcn we go on and off rhe fie.Id over there, we hear every four-kttc.r 

word. It's really bad." 

58. "(Assistant coach Gene Jones) grabbed a security guard and said, 'If you 

don't stop these people fron, throwing sniff at us, 11m going ro go up rhere and 

kick some nunp.' T 1hought lh:11 wa.s pretty funny l,ccm1se I would h:wc lost :t 

coach."' 
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Fry used sotne of the sallle descriptions :1bom \ iVisconsin, the closest Big Ten 

otmpus in proxin'lity to lowi:.. In the 1980s, the I lawkcycs would drive 1nultiplc 

Luscs to Nladisou and different sin:J.l Wisconsin towns would set up road 

blocks, post signs and blast horns as the H awkeye, drove along Highway 151. 

The scene at CSl!mp Randall Stadium, Fry said, was just as interesting. 

59. "Ir wos really bod - big-time bod - or Wisconsin," rry soid in 1996. "But 

now it'$ de~mcd up at Wisconsin. We've been lrcated well at Wisconsin ." 

60. W isconsin f:ans "threw rotten cgg.s, tomatoes and everything else. ''f'hcy 

were pouring Schnapps on us. 1V[y wife n1ade the mlstske of driving up there, 

and they slashed her tires and tied the radio anrcnna into a knor." 

61. " Ir's e.xtrc1nely important ro rry to r:t ke rhe crowd our ofrhe g ame rherc:, 

rnorc $0 lhl'ln :my other place in 1hc world. Ti's the worst pbcc t<:> play football." 

62. "One time, I heard the f1111s yelling, turned around, and they were passing a 

kc:g up through the stands. The next tin1c I turned ,uound, I thought the san1c 

thing was happening, but instead it was a young girl they were ?assing up 

row:-ud the top. They were handiug her irow to row. T he folks up there don't 

really care too much about the game. They just have a good time." 

Fry on the 1981 senson 

Perhaps no season in Iowa annals w::as more magi01I rhan the Hawkcyes' 1981 

co-Big Ten championship. T he HRwkcycs hHdn't had a winning $Cason since 

1961, and they killed plenty of snakes that year. 

It star1ed with a 10-7 upset of No. 7 Nebraska. Iowa also beat No. 6 UCLA 

and No. 6 ranked defending Big Ten champion M ichigan 9 i. 

63. "!vlan, that w as one great football game,,, Fry said winning at Ann Arbor. ~1 

thought I fouled up s jillion times by pfaying it too close to the vest. But we put 

a lot of faith in o ur defense. 

64. "NoLody c.xpectcd us to win this football game except those guys over there: 

in the next room. Nobody's heard oflowa football for 20 years." 

After losing con.sccutivc games in cady October, the Hawkcycs finally c.linchcd 

a winning season wirh a 33-7 win i:igainst Purdue. 'The Hoilcrmakers hi:i.d beaten 

Iowa 20 straight y<::ars, then the longest :stn:;.,:,1k in l3ig 'fen history. T he previous 

season, Purdue l,bsted Iowa 58-13. 

65. "Waaa hooo," Fry yelled when he met wi1h rcponcro af1er beating Purdue 
in 1981. nTwenty cotton-picking years, and we finally did it. \ 1Vc had a great 

opp0rtunity to fold our tent for the season after last week (a loss to Illinois) a11d 

we didn't do it.tt 
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In the reguhu season finale, Iowa played host to Michigan Srarc with an 
ourside shor ar rhe Rose Bowl. If Ohio Sr.re bear Michigan, rhen rhe 

I lawkcycs would tic the Buckeyes (they didn't play) for the Big Ten title and 

IQwA would 9irnlify for Pai;Adc;.nA. Othc;rwi$c;, the; H nwkey<::$ wc;.rc; hc;ndc;d tQ the; 

Libuty Bowl. The anou:1I Michig:-:m-Ohio S1:itc riv;1lry kicked off :lo hour 

earlier than the Iowa Michigan State g:une. 

Fry ad mined he asked people in the crowd for scores during the game. Once 

the Buckeyes pulled off a 14 9 victory, all Iowa needed to do was win. 

66. uwe could hear our crowd roar every once in a while, but I didn't know if all 

the drunks had gor together or what." Fry said. 

W ith university officials tossing roses from the press box rhroughour the fo1.1rth 

quarter, the Hawkeycs won 36 7. Fry joined all Iowa fans in universal elation. 

67. "1 don't c~ue who we play in the Rose Bowl. Shoot, a monkey. I'd go out to 

Pasadena tomorrow if they'd let me." 

68. "We're the chosen people. I'm no preacher, but I want to tha_nk the Lord for 

giving me rhe privilege of being assoc.i~t,cd with this group offo\e young men." 

69. " l guess yon can rel\ Mr. (Bo) Schembechlcr rhat rhere was ~norher g•me in 

the Big Ten rod~•y. I re;,d 1ny t·eam wh:.r he s:,id :ibool i1 corning down to 1hc 

s:une old story ofMiclugan and Ohio Srnte being the Big Two and lighting for 

the Rose Bowl :,g:1i1)." 

lown vs. Michignn 

F'rom 1980 thro\lgh 1992, low•-Michig,,11 imp•ctcd the Big Ten rocc more 

often than the Wolverines Buckeyes. During that 13 year period, J\1ichigan 

qualified for seven Rose Bowls while the Hawkeyes earned three trips to 

Pasadena. No other Big Ten team had more than one Rose Bowl appearance 

during that span. 

Six gan1.c:s bc:twccn the: foes were decided by three points or fewer, including 

one tic. Five games determined the Rose Bowl representative. The most 

important game took place in 1985 when No. I Iowa faced No. 2 Michigan at 

Kinnick Stadimu. It was the first time in Big Ten history the nation's top two 

teams squared off in the regul~r season. It since has happened just one other 

time in league p lay (2006 when No. 1 Ohio State defeated No. 2 Michigan a, 

Ohio Stadium). 

70. "We were No. 1 and they were No. 2 in the nation. Our guai-ds are 

sn:.pping 1hc baa!, bom'lcing them over the hc:,d ofihc pmitc::r. (Bo 

Schcmbcchler) walks down and he wa1c.hes for a while, and I stand there with a 

stra.ight face with my arms crossed and I don't even look at him. Finally, he says, 

'Fry, you're not going to let thM guy snap during the game, are you?' 

71. "I didn't eve1, look At him and I said, 'Coach Schembcchler, we don't plan 

on punting tonight.' Ile chased me dow.n the field and gave me" stick of his 

sugarless gum. 1 grabbed rhe whole pack•ge and rook off. I kcpr rh.r gum on 

my desk for years so when spring tra.inin.g arrived, it reminded me of how h~ud 

you have to work in order to beat Michigan." 

The :.\llhOSpherc wM incrc:dibly louci for tl1c c:ntire gan'lc, wl1id1 .caused 

problems for Michigan quarterback Jim Harbaugh, who frequently complained 

ro oflic.ials rhar lie couldn't hear. In one case, it helped the Wolverines produce 

the game's only touchdown. 

72. "It was obvious Harbaugh could hear," Fry said. uHe was standing there, 

reading our goal- line defense. H e was audibiliz.ing at the line." 

Ulrimarely, Iowa kicker Rob H oughtlin drilled• 29-yard fleld goal 011 rhe 

game's final play lo lift the I lawkcyc.s to l\ 12-10 win. 
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73. "There's no doubt this w~s my bigge.sr win ar low~. I'm even going ro vote 

us No. 1 in the UPI (Coaches) poll." 

74. "Afterward, I told (Schcmbcchkr) he had a great tearn. He said, 'But you 

have the greatest.' That was quite a compliment from Bo." 

In 1991, the: Wolverines handed Iowa its 011..ly loss in whal served as a de facto 

Big ·rc:n 1irlc g~1tnc. It c:m1cd SOnlC .-cvcngc for the I i:lwkcycs' 24-23 viclory ill 

1990 that sent the Ilawkeycs to the Rose Bowl when the tea1ns tied for the 

league championship. 

75. "Can you believe it?" Fry asked after the 1990 win. 

76. "Two wil'1$ irt 1hc $1ale or Michigan in the s:,1nc year. Woo-eccl Pir$1 ri,11e 

ever!" 

Coming Up Roses 

Fry's 1985 squad not only was liis best, it was pcrh-aps rhc gn;atc:st in school 

history. h was mnked No. 1 for five srraight weeks until a loss at Ohio Sune, 

whose fans tore down the goalposts in celebration. The Hawkeycs still won the 

Big Ten outright m1d earned a Rose Bowl trip. 

Iowa's 35-31 r<Jly againsc Michigan St:1te early in Big Ten pl:ty appro"ehes the 

Michigan victory in H awkeye lore. The previous season, Iowa went for a 

2-poinr conversion late against the S.~-Qp-arterback Ch\lck Long dove 

for thc goal line b111 was called short in ft one-point lo$S. This ti1nc, the 

Ihwkeycs trailed by three points in the final 1ninutc. Out of a Power I 

formation, the play call was a di\1e by n11ming b-ae.k Ronnie H armon. Fry 

instructed Long to keep the ball without telling anyone and bootleg to the 

right. Long did,. and he scored the gamc~winning touchdown. 

77. "That might have been the greatest fake of all- time in college football," Fry 

said. "' I believe I could have scored on thM one, and I'm really slow." 

78. "Chuck's not all that fast. I noticed he hoisted the ball over his head at the 

3· or 4•yard line, and I was about to have a heart attack." 

After Iowa toppled r,.,1innesota 31-9 in the regular season finale, television 

stations aired Lhc postg;,me news confc.rcncc live. At that point, Rose Bowl 

representatives formally extended Fry an invitation. 

79. "1 thank you, sir, and we look forward to particip:ning in the Rose Bowl," 

Fry said. MJ guarantee yo\\ we'll do a better job than we did the last time." 

80. "As of this point, this has to be my No. 1 victory, the finest ever. It's a great 

d;:iy for the stfltc of Iowa, the people of Iowa!" 

Iowa sat No. 4 entering the Rose Bowl against UCLA with ;:in outside shot at a 

natio,,al tirlc. 

81. "Our remflining goals arc a win in the Rose Bowl and the narionAI 

championshipt Fry said. "Each year those goals become a little more realistic. 

We've learned how to win 'lit l owa." 

Unfortunately for F'ry, his program never flnishcd as a Rose Bowl champion. 

The first appearance ended wilh a 28-0 loss to Washington. The 45-28 loss to 

UCLA cost the H awkeycs at least a No. 2 final ranking. In 1990, Iowa's furious 

fourth-quarter rally fell short in a 46-34 loss to Washington. 

Games and events 

In 37 years, Ff)' complied a 232 178 10 coaching record. At Iowa, he was 

113-89-6 with 96 Big Ten victories. He w•s inducted into rhe College Football 

Hall of Farne in 2003. H e etched severaJ memorable: victories over the yea.rs. 
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In 1990, with a .recruiting scandal invoh•ing assistant men's basketball coaches at 

Iowa and Illinois putting their border feud on Hatfields-McCoys level, the No. 

13 Hawkeyes tr$veled to foce the No. 5 Jllini. The Hawkeyes built• 35-7 lead 

early in the second quancr in a 54-28 ,l:mgh1cr. 

82. "It was like a whirlwind, wasn't it?n Fry said. "'Just chopped 'cin up." 

83. When :lsked if he'd cve.r felt better on a football f,cld, Pry s:~id, ~ve~1h1 when 

I got a 10 year conuacr. That's the only thing I can think of that big." 

In 1987, Iowa faced fourth and 23 at the Ohio State 29 with time ne.trly 

expired. Qy,rrerback Chuck Hortlieb tossed to right end M,rv Cook, who 

Lardy cleared the goal line, for a 29-yard touchdown to cap a 29 27 victory in 

1987. 

84. "I think I'll just go ahead and retire right now." Fry said afterward. 

85. "Anybody lisccning, if you havc1it called in about your bowl, please call U1 

now." 

86. ln the locker room following a 21 20 win at No. 10 Penn State in 1996, Fry 

bellowed, "This is H,ppy Hawkeye V,Ucy." 

Afrer n pair of Rose Bowl losses to Wnshington nnd lifelong friend and 

defensive coordinator Bill Brashier stepping down afterward, the Hawkeycs' 

38· 18 win asninst the Huskies in the 1995 Sun Bowl w~s sweet for multiple 

reasons. 

Si. "Thar was• fine efforr by a group of fine young men ,nd they whipped -

and I put ,hat in capital letters a very, very fine Washington team that was 

co-champs of the Pac-10/' Fry s-aid. 

In 1983, No. 10 lov,ta finished the regufor ~ason 9 2 and wen: strongly 

considered for the Cotton Bowl Southwest Conference champion Tex~\$ did 

not want to face the Hawke.yes, so ~gill was invited instead. Iowa picked up 

a trip to the Gator Bowl, which was met with modest disdain by fans. 

88. "We don't "vant to get fat and sassy all at once," Fry said. "Let's don't jump 

up and be hot dogs. We should be •pprcci.iivc •nd thanknol. The C.ror is• 

step up from the Pe:1ch. We proLaLly spoiled our fans by going t.o the Rose 

Bowl first." 

There's no straight story about why Iowa's visiting locker roo1n was painted 

pink. ln the p~st , Pry h:ls told reporten; it was because pink was the only 

available color. I le also said ii held -a cahniog influence over people. O1hcrs 

believe it was based on sexism. No rnam::r how its meaning is inuerpreted, 1hc 

pink locker r(H)ni conlinuc$ 10 gc:nc.ratc discussion arnong Iowa's opponents. 
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89. "I was rhe guy rhar srarred rhar jusr as a joke," Fry said. "The people have 

rnkcn it seriously. What the heck, if they want lo get more concerned :,bout d1c 

color of a dressing roon"I wall than the ballgame they're about to play, that will 

give us an advantage. But it certainly wasn1t done intcntionally.n 

Ar Sl\1U, Fry was the first coach to i1'ltegratc the Southwest Conference by 

handing a scholarship to Jerry Le Vias. More than a decade after his retirement, 

Fry considered breaking the league's color barrier as his most important 

coaching achievcrnent. It also came with. countless death threats directed 

toward himsclfand Le Vias. 

90. "That is rhe greatest thing I did in 4 7 years of coaching, from high school to 

the Marine Corps to college, is ro give rhc firsr black player a scholarship in 

rh"t part of the world because it opened up the door for ill the other fine black 

players to at least have a choice of where they wanted ro go ro school,n Fry said. 

,;jBccausc at that time they had to go to 1hc Big Ten or the Pac- 10 or whatever." 

91. .il've been told rcpcaledly by law enforccmcn11 spccific~lly by rhc FBI and 

CIA and other people I h"d to deal with, not to discuss it publidy bcc"usc wl1t,t 

it docs is it triggers all the other people in the world that arc sick or as I call the 

rednecks who arc still fighring rhe Civil 'vVar." 

In 1996, Iowa State's coaching sraff shared inforrnarion with Arizona, which 

opened the season against the Hawkeyes. 

92. '1 didn't turn a b"ckwru-d £lip when I heard about it. TI1ey arc not obligated 

not to do that. There's not anything illegal about that." 

93. "Coaches arc a different breed of cat. Like Dick Tracy, they'« gonna try to 

find our c,,cryrhing they can. 'l"har's jusr huml'ln nan1rc." 

'I'll always be a H awkeye' 

011 Nov. 231 1998, Fry retired as Iowa's ,coach. I le walked inro ti'1e news 

conference and sobbed ahnost immcdi,,cc:ly. 

94. "I have to apologile to all you people. I promised myself! wouldn't do that. 

But I'm a very c!lnotional person, and it's very meaningh.11 to rne. I'm sorry." 

95. "Selfishly, ir•s not the right time for rnc:. I'd rather gone out with a real good 

season and ill that good stuff that coaches talk about.• 

96. '1 say this in all sincerity. !fl coach next year, I pass Bear Bryant in number 

of ga1ne.s coached. I don't want to do tl1al. I'rn not in Bear Bryt\f1t's cl::tss. If I 

coach next year, I could possibly pass Coach Schembechler and Woody Hayes 

in wins. I don't want ro do that. I'm not in their class." 

97. "It seems appropriate that it's the week of Thanksgiving to give thanks, and 

I do. I spent 20 years as a mcrnbcr of rhe Hawke.ye fiunily. I can never n::pay 

them." 

98. "I'm a mean old son of a gun. So after I go out and let my beard grow and 

my hair grow and go down in the Grand Canyon on a mule or a jackass, l 

might show up so,ncpbc:;c;: ag:,io like;: Pop W:1rnc:;r or Alonzo S1:1gg, :'lr'ld add 10 

my record. I'll) just kidding you about th:H." 

99. "I rn1ly love rhc Univcrsiry oflowa. ] truly love rhc srarc of Iowa, and I'll 

always be a Hawkeye." 

Fry concluded his fin11l news co,,fercnce :1s coach with the pcrfCct I bydc:.nisan. 

100. "Adios." 

(Top photo courtesy eflow11 Athletics) 
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cow,ed lewa athlet.k<s f« th& Ced&, Rapids Gat:ette tnd t..and of 10. Scott al,o worbd a-s •n 

8djLt1Ct prof(luor teadl,ing S!')Or1J pum,bm 81 the UniiV(lrttly of bwa. 

COMMfNTS 

son sy, Moot Ukts v c=i 
Add a COfT ment ... 

G) Mel P, i.u,,s.1e10 

Grtat artic~ Sore b1ir.gs back rncmo,,ics. 

e ScottDochtorman U.¥J2e.2(UO 11111 
Q!Md P .... lwmks M-01. It Wct5 C•*•ytblo lO IOOk thom all up. 

G David C. 1o1av26 2020 

lt»nks Scott. 'this was fa'ltastic! I don't lhink people rffllemb« how bad Iowa was and hoN much tun Hayden 
wo •. 9o,_;,'9 Nob,..._o 11,• t m o9:Col .-,,,.3¢n w o11 ~,o,;liblo,. o~po,,;::.-.1y ..t.th oU d .. N"°'"♦&J..11 f,w1a I w •a flH)und 

11 the:, ti~o. The , ivaliv W.th 8o ,nd Michigon was so m!M!h fun. \Vin 01 los<1 it was 94)in9 1000 •n c:,nuu1aining 
game anti week. 

I honestly thin1: this is why some of us get frustrated with Ktlk. We reinember how rruch fun it was whh 
H8yden.Pei$00,lity. The ••x<>ti-cs". Tt* intl(lv8tive o,,entttJS. 'The inc, ec;lita. 11siis-ui,\ts thin ~•Id 16ftve 10 bo· 
cCW1e le,geods themselves • Snyder. Stoops.Alvarez.. F«ent:z and so manv others. l=enmtz is a htck of a coach 
And mnu, ilOlid fWOliJUun bu1 il'll imu no ! All fun. Ow 11\ft'\•b.91 ftff'I iu:llt (>etting old 

• (Hiddtn) Mtv26 1020 

[Commenl remOll'ed to, violtting Code of Conduct) 

,b , ,:,_ 

• L•HV W. "',.,, 16 ;-oN> 

Nevflr oet Mauoh Hllvdamms! 

• {Hiddon) ,.,...,21.2020 

(Coounent rl:lrnov&d fCN violating CO<.f11 of Con<.lu<:I] 

Well don,. Learned quite I bit. RI,/ the '8~ team being tOO be$t in school history. rm glad .,-::,u included the 
•~tlo8ps: The best (no '1)(11tlo8ps') w31 th(l 'S8 l(lflel, imo. 

• JoffD. ~~.n.» 

~Tun 9. () 19'2. 
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0 Tome. ,.. • .,2r.zo20 

AU I (hd Wtl$ $1'1'11Jo wtli'9 I r&l.ld ','l>Uf t1mele ... th$nk.s. 

G JimZ. -Jut2,202l> 

Gr~ t stotv 000,ut ,:, groat man!!! 

C, 0 . L . J11n1:i. 1070 

I l oll!Jghad :ind i:milol'ld more th:in A law timo~ roadiric, tha1:1 

0 Jon T, J.ir 1,.1® 

C,~t mem(lfit:s, $(011! My f1eihm•n ,·e.111 111,11 ,11t"denl,t lo\\'(lwastht 1981$t111S(lf1wi!t , 11,emembo,. Wh11t • 
fobJlousstretch it \\9S. my five faUs on campus as ;:i studont- A:ose. Peach. Gmor. Froodom.. and Rose again. 
rvlJ been• $t1"80fl tidcet holdc, $in(e 1996.•nd thou .,_,1y )'(flirt um.kn Fry wut t t.Jch 3pe,c;.i- l memOft,t:,11. 
lhtnk1, fo,r h81oino rno rom.embtf1 

• J oht1 A . · ClK ». 7.>10 

Gr~at joti Scott. 1 g~ to meet H4iyden4t the Nashuo. low<') ·r club event Hayden WOJld come up to it but he 

d idn't went ♦nythingfc), eotniny llowove,,,the •1•c1t.Jba~mb@1ssu:p1i$tl(jhimond911v& hin,o !wf &i4i!tof 
bctf! Helovod tho gift! The ncXl voar they g-.ovo t.im a whole hog! Shi, lcy roccr,cd a quil t one y(',c')r. Hayden 
would walk &1ound h:►ldino A b6e1 Cl'!lntht1I wiL41 emply. Th8t wt1y he could 1ttll P&os>lfl lh,in\.il,. bot no tbll.nks.l 
Mvo .a *r wbcn thoy wanted tt> buy him cno. l'rn not iuro he CVCf dronk alcohol! I loved him.~ i$ tho 9rc•t 
est cot1cl\ lows eve, h&d. I'm '° OIAd I oo-t to w&tcl'I h~ Ul&m!; ~Y! 

0 TomW. OK11.Z.no 

Wow. grrot wak ~tt ! 

0 Br~dl•v 8. ~• xm 

Brian and Kirk should read #4 Ol'cr ar-d over and ovc, egain. f hcn start Padina. 
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