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Rennie H{lfmon bfe:ikS k)()Se tor l'I tono run 

IOOHIAll 

Ronnie Harmon is one of the greatest Hawkeyes of all time, but 

don't remind Iowa fans of that 

By Pat Harty 

IQINA CITY, l,OW$. Some:, 0, Yotl. 0$1)tClaly lhMO S:bll ticior ahelf 3.Syo.an: mlghl ros:orJ fTIO S8YlnQ 1hal ~l'INI> I 18tTl"IC>n wald 

1ank ne,r lhe ~ 0, ht t$1 ct rom* 1-Uwke)'l!I stars t woold most wMI 10 1nle1'VM!W 

I 18mon'fflle; u,iquoon anj ott tho t()()IJ),SI field dlM:lQ his fou1 yoa,s os a H&wt«."fO 

I le was an rl0«!1ble talcn., but abo an cnigina. 

I larmon·Nas O>ntrOIA)rSt&I. and lorevoc tam1«1., due to M unrafdlng at tl'IO 1986 Rose Bowl lffiero l'IO I\.IOOIOd tour ll'l'IOS arid 
d10W&d 8 pOteni.al t>uchtbwn pass du1r,g e ◄S 23 IOSsto UCLA. 

Thdit Ol'1e dm~rous atten»on ,n P&~dena. lo, many H8Nkeyt f8n$,ef3s«J wtlcK Harmon had ~mplrihed ctr,ng 'l1'$ 

')(.IOCtttc~,a. co-oa 

Ard lh&t, a Shiwno 

I'm not reie 101011 )'QI.I hQw yov ShOut:11881 tt>out Ronfll8H8nt'(Jf\ 

11'$ Just s&d Q(l(f unf<,:1unal& 1h01 SO ma,y IOWS tans ~think SO bllle of Harmon ()I' lf\$0m8 C8$8$. they d8SPISG hnn. due IO 
wfl$l h8f'POn-&d Ir\ lh~ Rose 60wt, beee~ !Mt meen,. Ql'IO of WW> gtOOIOM playor, "'p,og,or. h~tO')' ,$ ~techod &n<I MOl'ltlO<I 

from a wry recep11ve. aopmoatrve end loyal f&n bes$ 

Hermon-came 10 lcw.a from NewYOfk City S\ 1982 as P&lt Of 8emte Wyal1's 1ecn111n9 l)pelna lo lhe Faf>I Coast. end Harroon 
wwld go on tobecolrie 8 IJ'Al'lsceockd ta1en1 e1 1ullf\rl9 b8Ck Md reooMM under Hayd&rl f"ry 

H1rmon ,s nMMN kJ!Wa's al l• ne IEl&dmg ,us'IElf f'lOI cs 81 ll'l'le 18a,(J1rg rea1var, tut he p,Obfbly coukS ~ been e1tll8f ,r ht held 
,u:,t &1t1y8CI i,1 ono f)«l•hOn 

i,u ne ()l8yec:I recelV9r oorng N$ rws1 JNO seasons~ 1cw.a anorunnmg t>e,r1( 1n h6 l8SlM'O, ano nep1aye.1 DOth posnoos tllen 

eb18t&wl 

H$1ffllOOOften ~ft cWendeN. QfAthlnQ bf Alf Of tnr¥lll0!) OM:C thl'tmsetw!s \\ilh hl!i 1ncredble Mllitv I:> chBnge d11erJ100S W'ltMut 

SIOwtlgdQwn 

He was $0(1 of6k@ Cele Sey&rs.. p0etry in motion 

·Ronnie Harmon ma~o mo IOOk a IOI. bOttor oo a IOlot mrnws.· ~Id tormor 'Owa ~rtolbaek Ctiuektong. ,mo ~Wllh Harmon 
fo, tour seA$0t!S at Iowa from 1982~5 and Mished n,nner.up 1:),- the 1985 Hei$1T$n Trophy 

Leng med,e thei conmenl on KCJJ redo aOO.rt e year ~ cbi'I!} en 1nteM1W 1n which he ra~ Bb:xsl Hermons talent 

tcng had nothng 1>u1 good thl09i lo $l!'f aboot Hamon. but heAlsO ~edn'lspoken wlthh.m tor ye&'$ end had ro conll:KI 
l\'>l"matK>n 

fcrmor t,wa as.sas1a11t coach Don Patterson also sPOko abOUt Harmm 1n lOO higtosl t(lQard U1ng a roccnt llltMCWon tno 
Alhewl(eyes OOio show 811d r,od:Bst, •nd Pattarson drs8grees Wflh l\ose ~ 818 comiv:edthal HQl'n'ICJ'I helped lo ix' lhe 1986 

Aoso 8owt b',' IOMO tour tumbl0$ 

Ps:torson sa/dl'lO was COIWl'W:C<I that Hannon didn't tumble OftP4Jl""PC$C attor SCoqJ hew mud'I 11armon was W10mg l'I tht 

lodtOf room in tho m:>mQOl5 aflor tho g.Jmo 
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•1 know thoro 81e a kiol liawkoyolans !Ml si. th1nkU'8t AonnioHa,mon th,ew thooi,rno bu1 yo~ill novcr convn:o me of that 

and l lltOllyou\d\y: Mid Pl'ft(ltS()n, WhOwai 9$0lh0 hOadeoach at W)$l(Wnlllll'\Oltlrom1999 IO 2000 ·1n Iha IOdcetr<»mafUlr 

thogamo rm tr,tng toth1nkofwhal to lolROMIO Hamonbocaus.o ho had su:ha p-oat caroor,and al lcoukl lh1nl:oflololl him 

was. Rof1111C. lmQOll"ij to ,0011yon10Ywatcn1noyoo iiiavon 5unatyoo.d 1a1. Ano re IOOIIO<Jatnowin tca1s11, ni:soyes ano re 
said, ooach. aner 1ooa,, thOy'ro noc gc,109 to wmt mo· 

HaffllOn, obviously, was wrQO!:J about l'IS tuuoas lho Buff de> 8ils would go oo lo s4lod hm tho firs.I round d tho 1986 N=l Draft. 

110 !hen i:&aYOd 12 $08SOnS n tno N~L and bOalmo cno Ol lhO g,eatost all-puiposo .lnd l:hrd-dOwn ~" &&guo mtor, 

J-o, Patterson, mo ovas toll tie story abOUt whether Harmon l'UITUOd on purposo" M l-l<:60 Oo-M 

"Iowa &ans thnt that. hut I dorn ttlnk so, and tl!o acNantaot I have over them 1s I M:I a ctianco b IOOI< him ffJhl 1n l'IO oyo ano, 

the~nean(j I'm tomn;od ll was JU'Sl groi,l pllry by UCLA,· Pntterson Sa.d 

I 18)d91l fiy alS() dete11ded ua,moa in the yea1s ane, the Rose OoNI, saylflg U18t 11 v.iS Just one 01 lhOse lluke things that 

haix,onocl at the wors1 posst>IO umo 

J-ry and Patterson also oavo UCLA dC-IOtdO~ croort ror kn<:d<lnQ lhO bdl ioosc. anll>W'IOIII to sound crcparatJon Md cxecullon 

•it's 1ust tootbal • P8ttEirson '8td •1 don'I think hero was anv way that r«ww.a ,ntootonatv h.rnbl&d th8 ball 011 that day • 

There orctJQbly isn'I anything th!lit HQunM couU say lhet would ,way oo,niOn. and ti.at o,obooty is c,&11 of the r8QSOl'I you do,fl 

hea mudl 110,n him ttese d1y5, 

I lo 8bo novo, seemed 100il comfortable n lho ~igbl. so lhal COJld be anolho, 1otSOO 

I koow se,;eral pi,opte who fMlyed with 1-\lrmon 81 l<>wa and they~ hun &S sxnebo<fy who mos.II)' kepi lo Fwn.self, sort d 
distant. p11va16 and aloof, bU thQt 118 was 8M'8yS ready lo pay 

It would tie h81d to ,us11fy dong an,nt&i'Yl$W witl ROfwl10 I la11non and not a~ing at east en& queslJOnabout 1M Rose Ocwl 

deb:Y.IA and ha hA<"i lo rA:Al11A lhal 

H~n ~ r~mnng ~<; onCMI PMt~r;M f<>r O"'il ~n •• W~Am Iii~ n ?003, t:M,11 t.AI A~~ (t(ln'l lll,;t ~ry 

long 

Pt100.·son satd h& had 10 let Hannen go a-fte, JUSI one season beelluse tta,moo was too er bC8I of his pl!rya:s and had U1lrealmie 
elql8Cl81ions as.a lormer st(W' player 

·Attllf' being Wlll'I htm f°' a )'68r. I said. Ronnie. I can'I t'IIOwyou 10 Coeich this Nay 8lym()fe, Mdhe sad. wf\at do )OU moon. 

coa:h?"' Pane.son sad "Ard I sad. not ~ytiody IS 1818nled like YOU. You h3Y8 IOUO(hlfsland. don'I b8 so CflbC8:IOf vou, 

pla)ers wh${'1 lh&y c.en·t dO 1t11ngs You ha\!e tobudd l!l&rn l4> Yoo don't tear tllem mwn 

·Antt Ronl"ll8, Ille game CM'I& so eas,y tor him, I was hard for him lo und&f'Slard lhalothefplayers migM not be I~ l&lenl&d • 

As a member ol lhe Buffalo BIiis, Harmon dropped a potenlal gam& wrn1ng ,:ess fnm Jim Kely 1n a 1989 NC Oi'o$10nal playcff 

9amo Wlll'I n1no f.OCOMS ion 1n mo 1ounn quarter 

Some remembEr that one drop mere lhen Harr10n's success, whch ind.Ides being he orlf player 1n Nrt !dory lo average 4 5 

y&{dS pe,c;any on 600 rushng anemPl$.&nd 10 yards, per catch on 550 receJ:tlOf'IS He 1s alSO one of onl')' fi\'8 n.inl'W'IQ beck$ to 

0v« gain o'IOr 10,000 al~'l)OSO yards and havo loss lhan ?O ft.lnblos 

That's SONt SOl'IOUS wff, and yol,moro poople soon to ronomber lhobad than the goodltl H3ffll0n's caso 

H8ffl'IOn's essooelJon With 5'N)f'ts Eg&:nlS also <idn'1 hQlp hi:s repuictbon wrth Iowa fars 

H8ffl'IOn ttstrfied in 1989 ttw he played tlotbel hts se-mor )88r at Iowa even tboughhe was on~ prd>ellon and tl61 he 

DOIH)VOd 110 was n VIOlabOn 01 NCAA rOQJlallOr,$ 

HaffllOn ~as a Wllnoss an tht tnal Of No .... York spons agents NOft'( Wal!Ofs and UO)(t 6100m Htm'IOO a1SO di5dOSOCI U\al hO 

Sf!<.IP.IIY t•pa..recordedWAIM!rs. RS Ile AQi!OI Alt!mr,tad to pars.uAM Harman kl hire 'hlltan AS hf. A{IP.fll 

Hatm0n's lestwrony shed e Jl8Q&h.,,e hghl on Iha UnMtrs,tyof kM0 and on !ht lowt football Pf'oOfM'I, end some fens shll resenl 

I larmon tor that and t.n®rstandat,ty so 

11 appears lflO WJUnds aro too 0001> to heal ll lntS caso, and lhars unto1tunato b0Ca£O I woulel IOYo to ask HarmonWhell mus1ea1 

ad or pel10rmer ne would pck 10 hi Krlnck Stlldun, VffllCtl -s hOw we et t<CJJ radio usualy con::b:kl our 1n'3rv10.,.,s witn former 

11avtcoyo lOg<lnds 

I'd l!>VO tohOOr 11.armon talk abOUI wvans 1nt1uonco en twn and 'lfflat •was llto 10 11ay to, F'ry_ m to, ea Styocr and Wlh 

Chocl< l "'9 

I la,mon wa, lorb.l'Wito lo have plaJod ck.nng lho g.k>ry yoo,-s undcf F'.ry. but Htrmon had rnx:h todo w11h U'w,t glofy 

I lo 8bo ~ convrco his youngc1 b1ctho1, Kevin H81mon. lo be a taltrwt(oye, andKov1n was a pretty talontld 1um 1ng back in 

n1sown ngnt 

Ko~n wasri1 Rconio, but Kenn was a key ainmutor 

ShcudRom10 llaimcn e¥$1h8ppeo10 readths, I )UStwa111. him bk.now that we'd te 1hul8d toMYetwn as a guest on die 

Allh!fflkO';OS radio shew bul U\81 Y10 WOllld have to add,oss tho Aoso 8owl b«eUSoC! ti was sosooous 

As a,r myor,INCtl 3bOOI Whet~ n thO 1986 ~()!;O 8owl I'd llko IO~ thU I lamon d(ln1 ttmblO on DU'i>MO. or 

11t$lb0flaly d10() a polenMI toueh:lown pass, and that ll was JUStfoolbd as PalltlfS'Xl and Fry both sad, because Nt su,e beal.S 

ttlOall.Off)l)\lVU 
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