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The King and his Court: A look back at 
Iowa's legendary 1983 coaching staff 

q 10 [:J 

1O\.VA CITY, Iowa At the precipice of Iowa's worst wimer in the last 80 

years, Hayden Fry swept into Iowa City on a zero-degree day with a l0·gallo11 

hat rnd a 20-gallon sack of dreams. 

Thcdaywas Dec. 10, 1978, and Fry was hours removed from agreeing ro a 

five-yea,, 845,000 contract. Fry vowed to revamp cve0~hing associated with 

Hawkeye football, and he swept up the bl•ck-and·gold portion of Iowa with his 

swett 1Nesr Tex., dl'ltwl. 

"We wiU be eolorfol, rough and have r.xciring foorb•II,' Fry said that •fternoon, 

as reported by the Cdnr Rapids G11ul/e. 

Chm1gcs took pbcc everywhere. Fry soug ht 10 pattern fowa•~ unifonns :ihcr the 

NFL chiunplon Piuoburgh Stcclcrts, nnd pcrmi.$$ion wae gr,u'Hcd, I le worked 

wlth ~ Cedar Rapids gr~phic Artist to crc~•tc the i.coni<: 'rigcrHnwk logo. On the 

field, Fry blew up the Wing•T offense in favor of• pro-style attack that led the 

fans into a standjng ovation with a new formation. 

It all went swimmingly. By Fry·s third season, the Hawke~ were in the Rose 

Bowl to break the M.ic,bjsau Ohio Sure 13-yeAr hen~ loc;k on PMadenR. ''fhe 

ch:niirn:, ti¢ Fry bnih n Ca , 1H·Jo1 in Tow~ C'ity t>f whi.c h fo111,:glowing ly rt°<:-:'111 

dec•des later. 

Perhaps his greatest legacy was the stall he built. Each member had a 

cha,acrcristic that fashioned lowa into a Big Ten powcrho\lsc and later served 

ro nm, them inro H all of J-.'amc hc:ad coaches. 

Fry's coaching tree spromcd like a mighty o•k berwcen the Mississippi River 

:u'ld Rocky Mo,.1nroins for more 111::tn !I genern1ion. In partic.ul:u, rhc -s:1:iff fr,v 

assembled in the early l 980s rivals any other collection of football roaches in 

the anm1ls o(hi$tOry. Jowa's offensive coordinator was Bill Snydcr, who ha~ 

attained lcgei1dary :m1.ru:1 al Ka11s,is Sutc. The linebackers coach w.-s B,ury 

Alvarez, who led \iVi,consin to three Big Ten titles. Starting safety, grn.dtH\tc 

Assistant i:1.nd IAt~ s<:tonc:bry toAch Bob Stoopt coinpll(:d 8 190-48 record with 

10 Big 12 title, and one national chao1pionslup at Okloho,na. Defensive line 

co.ch D•n McCamey bec•me low• Starc's all-time wins leader. Don Parrercon 

g,1idcd ,vcslern Illi nois 10 1hrcc FCS plsyofTberth, ,uod" nstiOn'11 No. I 
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ranking. 

Offensive line coach Kirk Ferentz replaced Fry at Iowa. Currently, Fercnl',l. 

stands tied with Fry with 143 wins and has a chance to break the school record 

Sanirday a~inst Northr;rn Illinois. 

1o1You look back on it now and yon say, 'Boy, oh boy, this is one of the greatest 

coaching staffs in NCAA college football history,'" said Phil Haddy, who 

worked in Iowa's sports information clcpartmenr from 1971 thro-ngh 2012. "1 

t·hink without q1.u::stior'I, they h.m 'led out IO be.n 

"I gue" I never though, of it that way until yearS later,' Alvarez ,aid. "But I 

think everyone i.n that roont respected one another. Each guy took great pride 

in his job and doing his job well. I think we all had great confidence in one 

another.It 

Fry remains a fixture of football lore in Iowa r111d especially i11 th.c Iowa City 

area. The primacy thoroughfare in Coralville was renamed Hayden Fry Way. A 

bronze stan1c of Fry was commissioned in 2016 and welcomes visitor:5 off 

Interstate 80. An :mnual festival c:illed Fry Fest, which celcbrntcs everything 

associated with the Hawkeycs, reaches its 10th anniversary Friday. 

The thcrnc for FryFcst X revolves a.round Fry's 1983 coaching staff. In addition 

to 1hc fut me hc:ead co:'tchcs, c:irccr :u,;s:i$t:,nh 13i1113rnshic.r, C:u-1 J::.ckson :111d 

Bernie Wyatt were just as imegral LO the staff. 

"'It was an am:•2.ing staff, and we knew that at the timc:t Snyder said. "'When I 

say that, we all got along extremely =11- All of those guys were really special 

people, very fine and talented coaches. But they were tnily speci:-il people." 

The Founclation 

Fry had his own television show throughout Texas when he coached the SMU 
lv1ustan~ in the 1960s and early 1970s. He was firedt which he later said was 

for not approvir1g payments 10 ph,yc.rs. Pry next became the he.ad coach fll'ld 

athletic d irector at Norrh Texas, where he compiled 10- 1 and 9-2 records in his 

final two sc.ason:s but couldn't hmd a bowl bid. 

In coming ro Io,vn, Fry was ple~sed to just coach rather than serve a du~I role. 

He brough t six members from h is st:,ffto Tow:t City, including Snyder, Brashier 

and Jackson. 

Whether it wss shoped early in his career or developed when his penehont for 

developing assisunts into succc.ssful hc.-d co"chcs became asloundiug, Fry 

developed an axiom when it came to his staff. 
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1 never hired au assist:tnl coach in m.y life unlcs.s I was completely convinced he 

w~•s motivated 10 become a head coach,'' Fry s~1id on one of his 1T10st n::ccnt rrips 

to Iowa City. "I knew he'd study the g:une, be ethical, see that his players 

g-rad11ated, Do all the thing, that a head coach ,hould do,' 

Snyder and Brashier provided the fo11ndation of Fry's football machine, and 

both later made opposite life choices. Snyder guided lown's offense through 

1988, then lc::fr for colkgc foo1ball's wastdand :1t K:-1nsM S1a1c, which had 

compiled only nvo winning se::isons fron.1 1955 rhro1.1gh Snyder's arrival. The 

Wilclc.:-11!t :wer:tgcd less than 2j ,000 fons in M:rnh:1t lan. Big Eight ofTici:1ls 

actively tried tO nudge Kansas State out of the league, :md the school had sold a 
home game to Oklahoma. 

Iowa had its own dubious history that Snyder helped erase. The Hawkeye• 

li,npecl through 19 conse<"nrivc non-winning seasons before 1981 when they 

tied for the Big Tel'1. title. Snyder worked miracles with Iowa's passing offense in 

the process. The year before Fry's arrival, the Hawkeycs completed 90 passes RII 

ycor for 1,083 Y"rds with four 1011chdown, •nd 17 interceptions. In 1985, 
Chuck Long became the first qua.rtcrl,:,ck in FBS history to throw for more 

than 10,000 career yards. 

Snydcr•s legendary work ethic tU'ld attc::nlion to detail separated him from ht~ 

peen, both as an assistant and later as a head coach. In 26 seasons with Kansas 

St:tte, Snyder c.:1.-ries :t 210-110-1 rccorc:I. In the other 96 ycr1rs of K:1nsM S1:1.tc. 

football, the Wildcats h:ive 299 wins. 

"I would say arguably it would be the best coaching job in the history of the 

game," said Long, who later worked as an assistant at Iowa, Oklahoma and 

KansRS along with a stint as San Die:go St-arc's head coach."( meAn, you really 

had to look at it like that. If you were going to put it on paper and say, 'All 
right, 1900 untH now, what Arc rhc top five COff<"hingjobs in history, AS for AS 

turning it Mound ond bci11g $ucceisful? You'd hove to pul tlrnt in !he lop five. 

Maybe No. I. You get that. 

"'When I was in coaching, the coaching circles said th;u, Fellow coaches would 

say it's amazing what he's done at Kansas State, I rernembcr my dad calling me 

when he look job. My fiuhcr said, 'Hey, Chuck, tluu is: the wor8t program in the 

country. It's been bad for 80 years. Do you think he can do it?' I said to him, 

'Dad, if there's ~nybo,!y rhAt ean do it, it's Bill Snyder.'" 

Fry's insistence on assisrnnt coaches ~spiring ro become hc~d coRches didn't 

carry over to Br-ai;hicr, his oldest friend. 'They wcrc ddivcn::cl by the same doctor 

four nlonths ap:ut in Eastland, Texas. B.rashier joined Fry's staff al North 

Texas, then ciHnc north wilh Fr-y. Ah hough F'ry's offensive gi,nn1icks were wcll­

documcntcd, the staple of low,1's best tc:tuns was it-s bone: crushing dc:fc:nsc:. 

Brashier employed a 5-2 fronr thRt stifled opponents. The season before 

Brnshicr's :trriv:1], low:1 :'tllowcd 186.7 rushing y:u-ds per g:urtc. J1"l 1981, th:1t 

number was cut to 86. 9. 

"I've always said Bill Brashier was the: best coach on the Shtfl: regardless of who 

went on and had some success as head coaches." Snydc.r said. "'Everybody 

admired and appreciated him, profited by Bill Brashicr's presence." 

Iowa's defensive assisrnms lcan'led fro1n Brnshicr, whicl1 benditc.d thc1n fatcr as 

head coaches. F1·om the 1983 staff, which included Alvarez, Stoops and 

McCamey, to 1,<ter players like Bret l3iclema, Mike Stoops, Mark Stoops and 

Bobby Diaco, everyone employed deinc11ts of what Brashier laught 1hcm al 

Iowa. 

'"You mc1nion a lot of guys th~ll h:tvc go11c on and h~td success, and Bill 

Brashicr's every bit as good of a coach, if not bertcr rhan everyone on that staff/ 

Alv,m::t said. "f'Ic:: w~,s {1 really fund.um:rually sound coach . I took a lot away 

from him. His d efenses were: always vc1y sound. He had a nice way about 

himself. Players loved to pl11y for him.1> 
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"'Coach Fry was big because he was the head coach, but with Jim. Leavitt, Bob 

Stoops, Mike Stoops, Muk Sroops, my career, the coaches rhar had come up 

through Bill Brashier,' Biclen1a said. "\1/e played a defense called an Eagle 20 

Sky. We clid it 'JO percent of the ti me, but we phycd it well. We kept it simple 

and did some rhings. This was r~lly before cornpurers and T w:.1s rhc GA, and 

we were playing Michigan. I went into Coach Hntshier's office, 1:111d I wanlcd to 

l,cat l\1ichig'"All, It wa$ always my thing. l waurcd lO l>c~\l Nlichigan ever since I 
was a littlt::: k.icl.''' 

Biclcma produced a mind-numbing scouring report for Brashier on what plays 

rhc Wolverines liked to run with ducc~rcceiver personnel and how it flipped 

based on the downs. Brashier seemed confoscd. 

"He looked at me and said, 'Now, you're telling me ... ' and I said, 'Yeah, 

Coach,'" .Bic::lema recalled. "All this mathematics by hand. It was hilarious his 

reaetion. 1-""rom rhat poinr on, I always said, when Coach Brashier wanted 

something, I had it on his desk by the next day." 

Where Fry could get feisty on the fidd with officials or in news conferences 

with mccli11, Brashier h11d the e.x11ct oppoi;ite per.son11lity. In the early 1980s, he 

w:u Mkecl to retu rn 10 North Texas as head coach, but he turned down the 

opportunity to remain at Iowa. 

"Bill Brashier definitely could have:: been. a head coach somcwhcr-c, l,ut he chose 

to be at Iowa and stay with Hayden,» H:addy said. "He:: '\V"aS a calming influence 

at the 1ime. You never re:J!y s:aw him get mad, ar least not publicly. Ile .-lways 

kept his wits about him." 

Defensive replllcemenls 

In l~ry's fim couple of ye•rs, he struggled to keep his staff together. He kept 

pre"~ous !llaff u!jisla,,ts 8en1ie Wyatt Rnrl Dan Mc:Carney bul ""'a'Sn'I $urc: where 

to put them. \iVyau at first bccarne a reC!ruiting coordin,uor, but then moved lO 

defensive ends coach when Howard Cissel left. W yatt was perhaps Iowa's best 

rec.miter, and he consistently mined the New York-New Jersey area for rop 

talent. 

McCarncy originally was assigned tight ends, but only a few months after 

arriving at lowas defensive line co::ich Hob Lee rentrnecl to Texas for business 

opportm'litics. 'rhat left an opcni,1g i1"1 lalc spring. 

Mason City (Iowa) High School coach Barry Alvarez had led his squad to the 

1978 Cla,s 4A st:,te title. Alvarez was a linebacker at Nebrnska from 1965-67. 

He was a Cornbuskers graduate assistan.t when he first met Fry, who was head 

coach at SMU, at a clinic. Later, when Alvarez coached high school football in 

Lexington, Neb., he rook his staff to North Texas to watch how Fry and Snyder 

taught the passing game. 

Alvarez. was interested in the defensive Linc job, b\.1t Fry shifted McCarncy to 

that position group. Fry offered Alvarez the tight end job. 

"I wanted to be a head coach at a Division I college,» AlvMcz said. "Having 

played at Ncbrasb, I Lried lo patlen'1 my career and everything aflcr Bob 

Devaney. So I was very fornmAte. In M::1son City, we had some success And 

joined with Hayden when Hayden came to Iowa and had an opportunity to join 

his staff. 

"It's hard to get your foot in the door. You need a break. You need a lucky break 

to make 1hat step from high school to college." 

After a year co:,chi ,,g Fry's 1r-adi1ional stand-op 1ight ends, Alv:uez moved over 

to linebackers to replace: original coach Tom Cecchini, who left for 1'.1innc:sota. 

II was I here where Alvarc-z reitlly started to make ft m::.rk. 
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In 1981, Alvorc;: co•chcd Md Cole ro first-ream All-Big Ten honor,. Cole was 

voted the MVP of a team with the Big Ten's best defense that earned a Rose 

Bowl berth. 

Alvarez's greatest Iowa pupil was linebacker Urry Station, whom Alvucz 

recruited from O nrnha, Neb. Slftlion bcc:nne ft four-year Sl{lrtcr, n 1hrc.e-1imc 

All•BigTcn sdection and the only two• limc cot1sensus fU8t•tca11\ All-America 

defender in Iow:a h istory. Station's 492 career tackles arc the most at Iowa, and 

he was inducted into the College Football Hall ofF:une in 20W. 

"'Larry was :, l'l.\tura.l. L"rry was very special," Alv,uez said. "'I le wa-s a special 

athlete, Tremendous balance, combination of strength and agility. He was a 

Midlands tennis chnmp. He had the record for dead.lift. He was one of the 

bcltcr shot· and discus lhrowcrs:. Tlc had great cxplosio11. He was: sm:u·L Ile WM 

the whole package. So you could see that when you recruited him. He picked 

things up right ::-1w~1y. " 

TI1c fi1H1l piece of the 1983 coaching st~ff was 8ob S1oops, who was a grnduatc:: 

assistant in charge of the secondary. Stoops was a three· year starter and the 

team MVP in 1982. Nobody was tougher or smarter than Stoops as a player, 

and those who worked with hirn saw the same traits when he got into coaching. 

"You alwsys felt. even as• player, that 8-0bby would be a very good coach," 

Alvarez. said. "1 lc came from a fomily of coachcs. Hc's a studc:111 of the ga1nc. 

He could rehne to people. There w~s never any doubt in my 1nind that he could 

be a grcat coach ." 

Revolving door leads to Ferentz 

Along with defensive assistants, Fry lost a few offensive coaches early on. In the 

summer of 1981, offensive line coach Clovis Hale left for ~ in the Southwest 

Conference. That left Fry scroungir1g for a rcplacc1l'lcnt. 

About th:11 tirnc, Kirk Ferentz, :l 25-yca .. -old former linebacker :md bascb:111 

player :n UConn, had just finished his fuse season 4'8 a graduate :ts.sistant at 

Pittsburgh. Ferentz worked under his high school coach,~ ' who was 

the offensive line eoad1 ar Piu. 

After leaving UConn :tlld staying one season as a graduate as:sist:int, Ferentz 

had spent two seasons coaching high school football and teaching English at 

Worcester Acoc!emy (M•ss.) before bending ro Pirrsburgh. He arranged• two­

year r1grcemc1H with his wife, Mary, to pursue a eollcgc co:1chiog position and 

then hc<I have lo pursue. full- time work as a high school teacher :md coach. 

After his first season working under Moore, FcrcnlZ applied for the offensive 

line positioo with Appalachian Stale-:, bu t he did nol receive a ca]lback. 

As Ferentz searched for an opening, Iowa was in sernmblc mode. Fry delegated 

to Snyder to 1rrnkc calls about finding :.tn assisuuu. 
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"We had a few coaches lc:we, and Coach Fry was tired of going out and gclring 

new coaches," Snyder said. "I was offensive coordinator and he asked me to do 

,o, ,o I co lied a fellow by the name of Joe Moore, who is prob•bly the role 

model for Kirk. He recommended (Kirk), who I didn't know, but he 
recommended Kirk at the time, and we brought him in."' 

Perenra flew in to Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar R:1pids, and said, "I thought 

d1is would be like 1Crc::en Ac::rcs' here." Alv~rcz w~s sent to pick up Pcn;:ntz :'Ind 

bring him to lowa City. 

"Ir was interesting because the way I fayden worked it, everybody had so1ne 

vacation and somebody had to be in the office in case something came up,., 

Alva re?. said. "My week in rhe office happened to be the week we were bringing 

in offensive line coaches to interview. As I understood it, the one thing they 

needed was somebody with experience. So Kirk's (25) years old, been a grad 

assista,~1 :1t Pi11 for :a yc:1r. Fn, thinking, ' It's great they've got this inlavicw, b,1t 

I don't know if he's the guy that has the experience we're looking for.' " 

Then Ferentz showed some of his coaching clips. He knew some of Iowa's 

personnel because he was scouting film on Illinois, which played Pitt in 1981. 

S0111.e of Pinsbu.rgh's offensive li.nernen included the grc:atesl i1\ college football 

history, including l\1ark May, J imbo Covert and Russ Grimm, so the precision 

was flawless. The blocking sryle was diff-Crenr from Hale's teaching methods, 

:rnd Ferentz immediately won over the staff 

"It was an all-NEL Hall of Fame O-linc." Alvarez said. "He brought his 

training: tape. You put it in, it's the way it's supposed to be down . 'That was as 

good of an O line as there was any place." 

"I think the deal got done on the phone before I got here, I really do,• Ferentz 

said. "Joe ~ould sell, and Joe sold me. I think as long as I didn't throw up on 

Coach Pry'$ shocs, I h:1d :1. chance to get I lie job. ·1 t worked out. The 1:1lc of lwo 

cities. \.Yhcn I met Coach Fry, I just felt immcdjately co1nforrable and you felt 

like you'd known from fo.r 10 years after five minutes." 

Ferentz was one of seven interviews and 300 applicants for the job. He also was 

rhc youngest. As expected, there were detr..\Ctors. 

In" June 29, 1981, story in ,he Cedar Rapids Gmu/1<, reporter Brian Chapman 

chided the Ferentz hire. He wr6te, "Gazette Sp<>rts Editor l'l'likc Chapman 

recommended one who had been :ln offensive line coach for several years at :l 

rnajor ins:tilutior'I, and had served as an offensive coordinator." 

That didn't rnarter to Fc:rc:ntz's linemen, who irnmedintcly dc\1cloped a rapport 

with him. Starting tackle. and team c:,prnin Bruce Kittle suffcrcd a knee. injury, 

but the offensive line continued ro jell and cm.brace his style of coaching. Fronl 

1980 to 1981, l owa overaged 60 yards more per game n111ning the football with 

Ferentz teaching an athletic bloc.king scheme. 
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"'Safe to say, nothing against Clovis, but one of the reasons we won in '81 was 

beca\.lse we rephccd a line coach with a better line coach,"' Patterson said . "Kirk 

was young, but he knew his sniff He'd been taught by one of the very best. He. 

had gmu schooling as a yollng coach. Hi• concepts, his teaching tcchniqlltS 
were better than Clovis. Nothing against Clovis, but Clovis had grown up 

co-aching an offensive line that I think h-ad both h,mds on the ground." 

Fere1'11% 1noldcd 12 NFJ. Dr~tft pie.ks a$ :u'l Town assistM11, i,~duding thn::e first­

roundcrs. Coupled with his lime as head co:tch, 29 Iowa offensive linemen h:tve 

become draft selections, including seve11 fu-st-round picks. 

C omm onnlities 

Each assisrnnt had qualities that served thern weU as head coachc.-s. All of them 

learned how to turn around programs because of how they did it at Iowa. 

F com 1962 until 1980, Iowa failed to Post a winning season, whjch was the 

nariods longest such drought llt the time:. From 1981 through 1997, the 

I lawkeyc$ co111pctcd in 14 bowl games and won lhn::e Big Ten tide$. 

None of Fry's flrsr bMch of Iowa assistants took over successfi.tl programs. 

Kansas State's it:.sues were obvious before Snyder revived the Wildcats. Snyder 

became a five-time national coach of the year and was inducted into the College. 

Football Hall ofF:unc in 2015. 

Alvarez left low·a aftc.r the 1986 sea.sou fmd became Notre D a1m:1s defensive 

coordinator. In 1990, Alvarez took over at Wisconsin, which was 9 36 over the 

previous four seasons with paid attendance at 5-1 percent of capacity. 

"In my case, I really thought (Fry's) day- to day operation and holding coaches 

and players accountable :md how he operated day-to~day was really good," 

Alvarez said. "Those arc some things I used when I went out on my own." 

Alvarez led the Badgers for 16 seasons a,1d compiled a 119 74 4 record. He 

earned three Big 'lCn titles and won three Rose. Bowls. H e also was inducted 

into the College Football Hall of Fame. 

Stoops, who retired in 2017, was considered the likely successor to Fry at Iowa 

in late 1998, but he instead chose Oklahoma. The tradirion-rich Soonc-rs had 

endured five consecutive non winning seasons and a 12-22 mark the previous 
rhrce years. In his second season, Sroops guided Oklahom11 to II nlltion11l title. 

Iowa State was 14-38-3 in its previous five scAsons ancl 0-10-l before 

McCan'tcy arriv·c:;d in 1995. McCan'lcy rnok$ first in Cydonc;s hist·ory with 56 

victories, earned a rop-10 ranking rnidw·ay through the 2002 season and won a 

school~record nine games in 2000. At Western Illinois, Patterson won two 

G,ncway Conference titles and 63 games, one shy of the school record. He 

missed 15 gan1e* over his final two seasons because ofhe.ahh issues. 

Iowa limped to a 3 8 mark in Fry's final season in 1998. Ferentz. took over a 

program that needed• rebuild. Within four years, Ferenc,; hsd molded the 

I lawkeycs i1~to Big Ten chall)pions .. Five f."ercntz !cams have finl!;hecl in 1hc:. top 

10 and three have competed in nrnjor bowl games. 

Biekma played and coached for Fry, assisted Ferentz. for four seasons, lhen 

worked for Snyder at Kansas State 11nd Ah111rez at Wisconsin. He. re.placed 

Alvarez as l1cad coach with Wisconsin a.nd won three Big Ten litlcs. 

"Therc;'s no doub,1 i,~ my mind, Co:1d1 Fry was the uhirnatc:. pl:'lyc;:n/ eo~ch," 

Bidema said. "VVhat can we do for the players? 

14Kirk taught me how to listen. If you really pay attention to what he does, he 

writes down everything. H e's never quick ro speak. H e always lisrc:::ns. Now 

when he w11nls to 1nake ll. point, he'll uu~ke it, but he's incredible in thal reg-,ucl. 
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"Then ] went ro Bill Snyder, who's a n-1criculous detailer. He's the classic, lcavc­

no-stone unturned and make sure you turn them over again. His detail was 

,mbelicvable. Then J go to Coach Alvarez, ~md hc1$ everything all combined. 

Very dominant personality. VVhcn he w~tlks into the room, you k.i1ow he's there. 

Kind of what those others hadn't, he was kind of that. Coach Alvarez taught me 

rhc big picn1rc beyond just coaching football. The administrntion, alumni -

that was the step I needed to get where 1[ needed to be." 

Legacy 

The 1980s remain n golden era for low• football of which the shine blnes more 

brightly with each passing fall. Fry'-5 white pants, sungh,sses, offensive exotics, 

lexicons and caf.1dor are familiar throughout the state 20 yea.rs since he retired. 

What never w.U change Is how Pry made people feel, from his p layers and 

coaches to the people whose hnnds he shook in public. 

"He was a dying breed," H addy said. "He did everything. He sold tickets. He 

coached. H e got everybody interested ir, things. He did it all. Today, the 

coaches want to coach. H•yden would go to I-Clubs and he'd get there early 

and he'd stay lalc and shook every hand. Hayden was a one-of-a kind. He's the 

king." 

uOne thing about Coach Fry, he always talked about this: Don't let a day pass 

wjrhout laughing," Patterson said. '"So you've got 10 find:, way to make football 

fun. Ir's hard to make it fi.m because. it's a lot of hard work and there's a lot of 

physic,ility that goes with ir. But he ahv~ys able to make the players laugh at the 

end of every practice. We had wha1· we called a cheer, ii lypically was a joke rhal 

one of the pfayen or coaches mighl lei!, Sometime, il was ocrious. Somelimes il 

was 11101ivinional. Ofrentimc:s i t was jusl a funny story or a jokc." 

With rhe main sraffintsct from 1981 through 1986, low• was 52-20-1 with 

two Big Ten titles and ranked No. 1 for five consecutive weeks in 1985. 

Fry, for all of his charisma, collldn'l dev"te the I lawkeycs by hi,mclf. It was 

Snyder's work ethic, Brashier's discipline, Ferentz's precise teaching methods, 

Alvarez's coaching and Stoops' instruction that changed ·Iowa history. None of 

them was accomplished before joining F'ry; all ofthcfl'1 became l lall of Faine 

coaches after working with him. 

;,1,We were just a bunch of guys that were coaching football here,"' Ferentz said. 

"We enjoyed ou:r rok:s and wc enjoyed b,cing a parl of something way bigger 

than any of us. Coach Fry rc,illy set a good struclurc :md prograrn leadership. 

When I reflected and looked back •tit, ,ill of us were Heinz 57 mum ba•icilly. 
None of us had a very impressive rCsumC. Zero. That's fair to say. Everybody, 

top to bottom on the staff. \"le all just enjoyed coaching. 
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"Ir was the most enjoyable professional experience I've ever had. Everybody was 

very selfless 11.nd doing whatever they could to try to move the team forward. To 

me.good rhings rhsn happcnt.d in rhc profession or ro playcr.s rccognirion-wise 

nrc a byp,·odm.:l," 

(}'op photo: u,,;.,, rrity of lown Ath/,t,ics} 

Scott Ooc.htffnan is a suff write1 tor The AtHedc coverirg the Iowa Hawkeves. He previously 

c<Mfed l<.wa allll@tics10t tM Ced11 At])d$ Cai.ctto and L;.r)d ol 10. soou a~wOfked it$ an 
odjt.tic:t prolc,>Of tootflinv ,pot1, jPumobm 01 tho lhinsr,ty of lo'wo. 

COYMt:NT$ 

son ey: Most Uk(<s v 

Add a con-menr ... 

0 Mikt U. A..o30.:oi., 

Av.e$0me anide SeMt! Youfe dl>ing a gre.,t job ~erirg my favorite tetm. 

C, B r andon 0. AUCll), 208 

8osidos these guy. tho pl.avers who went on to bocomccoocl-os is JUSt 6$ imprc:ssive. Hayden was/is a spocial 

0 Aon 8. AJ? 30, :914 

Another g,e,m Scott. I have been well aware of this reve,ied si.ff and the Hayden hy coaching tr&e. but th:is 
f;odd•d • U•WI ,:le~I c.:f hi•to,iel!II .::,:in"•~t ••.d i"$<9M ;o\c, Co.d> r111,•nl . .: ,,_..,J how Jow11 f0<>tblillt t iet.._ n ... lty .,,. 

joying ycvr work! 

C, Hayd•tt U .r.uo \) JU•~ 

ru oivf) voo On$ ou0-1s to who mr Mtn'l'Solc:e is lol 

• Luk• A. /1.;; JO. :Ol8 

Alw;)y$ love 1000in9.-ibou1 tho Hl)y<,lon ~,y £rn a1 lowo.My 1)1.$Sionfo1 low.i foo1bi1llw.i$ BQldod f,om !.IOCi(n; 
my dad tokl me about Chock Long an:J La,iv Station and the rest ~t those low~ tearns t,01n the 80s. Great 
pi«;e Scou! 

1b• <:>. 

0 A m it S . A-10:v.i X1111 

Coach F1y..i$ Ol)t) of .i kind Wh414n il'lC1odibl(I co1Chif'l9 lroo, 

GrMt ar1i<;lo Seo,11. lhi,,vo II mi x1uro of 900:J,dbo.1m1» i,nd lo.or, thin~i:n9 bac;:k toi,11 oflho~ 9ron1 605 gomo5 

tlnd $1>Cndinq • day n low~ Cttywith my dad. 
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0 St•ph• n C. -A1191t,10• 

M4ivdon W4'~ ono o f • kind. I tOfflombelf his fir~t Yo)r h,o I\Gd OYOf'VCWIO tn tho Biq 'r l)n convincod ho w4is t h,o,.. 

ing tht1 btdl tive, y dQIYn. 1-i~ f)foclainM:!d h$ would firo it c,c,,t of lhoi, own end rQne if giver, the 0R)01hnity. I 10-

l'nM'lber C>eo,,;, MO)t'IIOy tM<ting tho Big lol'I ill ,ufflil'lg thot YOO(. A bit o( clb,-,ic Fo·rni,diloetion! 

C, E ric K. A..g30,Wl8 

Ofn\n I Qm'l <;"On $U1U thet;e aw~$Qmt 1>eecei r-..1 tlnovQh 

NiQ1:tfocap$Qi11.0ve, fou decMfe;,low• footb-'lh111t; 1t"'1lyhtld tt:>m•ouu111f)(.fi1\9momen1, ,r>d 1:w.or,,liein• 
vot,ed. 
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