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\1Wl'H\IR 

The Born-Again Don 

How did Mi<:hoEI F101~ e-o cupo in tie Colombo a 'irnQ fCllnly 011d one <>f the 1i<:he~ "mode" men wiu C<:p(KMJ- k-u-.Q the Mob w'ld toke up with tie Fech, theo live 
happily ~r ofter in Hollywood? lhey mode him on ofrer he couldn't re4use Frodrk: OQYlen rtp0rh, 

tV IHl>II(: l>AHl'lhf 

H U pm::nts wanted him tobc a. doctor,$<> hed'utifultycruollcd 1t ,1; loul ooft:g.c on Loiu 

bb.nd and majottd in biology. ~1ich3e1 r'raiu.ese \l,'IJ e~~ to doweU. The Mb' til!le his 

f1dte.r e\,;r hll bjm w113 up,on btiog 1c;M- fia!M:ly -c_ha1 ~ bo}'$ A a,·e.rage. in Calhc,lic 1chool 

had dipped. But be dropped out of coUee, mi<h.>ay through bis sndies, and SOOD .mer that, Franzese 

p,ti(l II c;a.11011 h l"[111.her 10 ,lll)(M.l_na: tbll l tie \\'ail l.*.ir11<.lr11,111 inl C) lMQld m11n's p,d~i()n. 

Thtir rnoo1i11g p~~ tl,e (004~:,.1 ))()2i1en1,itry a1 l.c,i.,-cnworth, wall:, s rnil: N;mimle.r o( wbeN: th3l 

proftsSioncouJd lead. .tobn "'Sonn)'' f'ranzese, t capor~i~ in the Colombo crime family, had ,onen 

fifty ~,:an itt ii ~ n.1:•n.)hbery C118f:i. Sollll}' "'ll$ 11duirl:-e>'td, l.>ull~r!P,d:edh00<Uum who loo\"t<l Ji~ 

JohnCarfidd in 8odJI and S.ul; a. lcgenduycl'!for«r gi,-cii c:rodil for dozens of mwdcn: 1 man who 

had bffn toe:siedou, otme U.S . .1\.nlly as a ·J)S}"fflOMUl'()tk .,;th pronouttoecl bom.ldllal tefldenctes. • 

Sonny was not ,urpris«I at the ne-ws. !bough Michael was ui ad,c:pted fflild, he had raised the ho)• 

from h1faney, :,nd, hi} 1old1iiuon1 •1 $01:lll.hJ11,piril ii you: A5kinga,;MicllltCI \'\'a.S l!,Oing 1000"on 

tilt" 9:t'-""t, • sonny Wil.Otei:I to gh-e hm · a pro~r bltroductloo- to<enalCI of Ids l'riends. But fust lb.ere 

Will$ an impQrtanl (ll.lll\er tocJ,ear up. 

"Let~ W rou a question/ Sonn)'said. ~lf )'Ot bad 10 kill tomebod)·, do )'OU thinlq-ou could do it?" 

)1icbael tru>ug.bt for a moment. "1£ I.be <'ittwnstance ¥.-ett ri&ht," be said. ··rorthe right reasons, I'd do 

it.Wah.• 

Sonny arranged Sor CQ»mbo,oldier"' Joe-Joe"Vita«o to reach ottt for ~i, so~ and Michllt.11~~ 

bc~an his 6;,rmal &e;h()(lling l_n "IJM! l fe." In 1975, a1 i1~ twcn1y,fo11r, hi: '-'l:111 dl,!tm,'<l n.::.t.t1)• for 

indurtion into the Mob Tom DiBello, aC'ling held of lbe Colombo family, presided O\l!r the solemn 

oe,enlC)ny io lh"' bacl: r00111 of ii e111tri1:1g l.11)1 in Urool:lyn. ·n,e Cc)bml.>oil l11 id <tUI 11 ))·mbolie gun arid 

knilit. mu.n:1uttd ill Sidlio.o. aud d.lew blood troru f'r4.nttx'1 ~bootiri,g 6ngn. H< wu now« "mede" 

man. 

Within a dtcade, Fraru:ese had become aoopongimdi.ke !is lath&, oDt o( tm biggest earners 1he 

J.lob h1«) • n s,i~ C,.pc,ne, 11,nd the )'Olln~I itttfo·idu11.l in,.-.ort11,1t mag11:iinf.~$ !Jun-ey (1f'"n,e so 

Diuti:tt Mdia ~ ." Hi, for.ft~ CQ:lffl1bk of~ incluJcd high·ri:ie con:troction. CCII 

d,:altrships, a 9e0.1rity guardi unioo. 11.nd t.~ produoion ()f H-mc.ie,. IUt hbbigge.u scam in,'ffl~ 

!;C\li11g. millM>ns <1 g.1lkn$0( bootlc.& g.19()1in4; in S(;\,crd i1att4; l:lnd robl,ii,a fi:clenl 11.1d titate 

50,-emme:ntii of the ox.ciM t.:uo.. ~•• pcr.oo,al r:ake: an OSIUD1tedS1 nullion to t:1 i:nillion~ 

week. 

8efore toolons. lloo-e,'f!r. thtlawcaughtup hith him. Uy 1985, fh\nu,ewit,underindictmentin 

N<:wYork 111d Florida.a.ndul»o~ he luad bei.ttn frre elk$ in the PiSl. tlais:timc ii look<'<! bad A 

f@<lerJIJ j~• loi:u,d him up .,;thoui: b;iil ift•r heuini ~ii6fflce oi ht$ \iol•nt ~ndielciff. inch:idine 

cl111ir1tt1-which h~. 31;i11 d,e11ies-tlu11 he onlertd I Q)mptt.-il<.>l"t heitd ba$)1',!(l in wilh II b.11·~ 

hrurun<r. 

Dcfo,tcd. r ra.iizcst (l()l,l)Cd a pica to racketctrlag andcoru;Jllr.t(.')', He would do ten )'tilr$ at Terna.ina1 

lsla.nd and pay otarly h S million b fines and IMtitution. It a:oPt'Ut-"(l h! had oome full <'iid•. endine 

u1>1~hi:3£11thtr. 

T oda.),'. Midlllf':I Fra~f':. 1.hirl)"'•ll00:. ;,. . f~n111.n, h1wi.ng llf':n.-.d about a dllnl ofhl,, 

sentenc.. He bas 110( paid a nkktl of his restitution. He li\'t'!S in a b .7 million home in a 

11'1:11111: l.0$ Angeles neighborliood \\ithhii 9',;:<.>nd .. ·i.fe, 1· .. ·ent)•-$fn-tn•)'tar-o,ld C,,11111w 

Gard.a. a fom:i<'r a.erobb instructor h 'hodanoed i.o one of his roovi.~. The\' drh-e a Mt'rcedcs aod a 

Pot'$dle. Jim~ gh"'5 his~p.1.Tion ll$ mo.,.ie produoer. ne i$ repreistnted b)' ICM, a lt.adini 111len1 

agCU.')', \\1lk:h rocc.otl)'90kl CBS UK rigb1S to I !ol.U"'JIOur miui•&cridl atoul h.G lilc, JObu Tra\'011.a ai>ll 

Ton_y Oanz.i wen both mentbned as possible leads. The series is nowo:11 hold-f'ru:zese ~idn't like 

tbucri1>t. llul 1.11,,er thU )'tllr, f-larper-Collins waJ i,ublUf.h his mt rnoir-$, ~nuen with l~Mtllir13 

author oa1y Mattra. 

\\'hyhas the federal gor.'E':mment ~ so good to Franzese? He has become that mM prued of 

c»mn,odj1.its--.11J1 infc)m111nt. Which txpbill!J "'.,ry1.hin3- ur!lil yo11 look11t ,\1iom ht hu gi-,en up. 'll) 

dat<'. f'ramtS<" N.S putiid)· testified against two people- a Jtwisb booldn,: agtnt and a blad:janitor 

-ne!herof them, to btsure,a m,:mberclorp:1ized crime. 
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~SI per monlh for 1 year ~ a fr<:c 

1.0 IP. 

Subscribe Now• 

Lawmen \\n0st:roggled to bm,g t'nru:ese to ju..<tice are app,lled. r o them, be bas pla)'ed e,cpert•le\-el 

'-1,:,,ol(>!Xll,Y" ;1,1, Uo(:. (,e.:l.rr11,I ~>'3-l<1:1t, .,..;) J..,,w•n 1.lte *<l« Oi,1 ;;( .J• :I F ,·t,C,"" 611.l'd. t114 P~.l . .,,,..;I 1h 4,; 

Or:gaoizo:I Crime and 11.ad:ctmiog Stttion of ibe Justice Departmcnt- representati-.'CS of which all 

d«.li:'led to~ in~iewed on thetJbjeetoffh!n~are p,roteding him in th,eapparenthope that 

11~ v.ill 1110111cllowpl"O\-ea litu\\iUloWI:. )foau .... 11a(!, po!~ :old lOClal PlWeCUt0N in Ci(."V.r,d ,tat~ 

canootget perrniis.ion to question him about serious crimes, including unsohl!d mi.rders.1beysa)1 

Fn11~ hu pulled o(hht: lj('am Q01ilf. Ii~ . 

•w1~11 I ht.It.rd lie wail cooperating. I l1111ghcd." $1:!)'lJ Jerry Bem31eio,, a fonnt:r 8r00Uyn-t,lril..-e--for<.:e 

lav.i,'tr wbo~11 lhn,.,_,>.~ri: pun:ob).& Fr:UClll'!:it-it.!ld. thfll'l 1:1,0t t~ OOt of Lhfl rilootj;t~r's .i:e,en! 

negOOatio11S \\itb washingto!L · cooperaling. bull. Ht's thekind cfper,on wl»doef things on/is 

lt:rmi-.• Rar Jem.yn, v.1,c) worked SJide by3idt: ,1i th Benut.ein, is e,.-en 11¥.>rt. bl~.111: "'He's rmkinS• jer\: 

out of the s-,-stem"' 

But C'\-cn his dctuctons in law cnfol'CCD)O.t cannot falhom ~· F'r.uizesc CXJ)Cd.$ to nay u,-c, His 

refusal to join tht Federal Witness Prote<tion Program-and thenembarkingon a high-profile life in 

the .. J\le1111inntent bu3i:1f'M~1~ 11lm(JCI 11t1ici(IJd. And cx:x,SJider U1is: in a 1we:lve•hour irittn•i~ · 

spaming three dlys. Franzc,e frecl)· ide.OOfied mcmtcrs ofcrimcfamiw., dmounttd thc Mob in 

$a11olog;cal ten,\$, andbrautd about b1u-ing be$t.ed G11mln14 bos6 Joho <'."-.oUi in " bu$inffl$ <lea. lie 

Pf0llll$Cll -..ore c(. tb<: kffi(l ill hi& a~tobk.gr,11pbf. SUCh <OOC\tcmpt for M.Mla COll\-CnOOn tli Simply not 

to1e.nted. 

Frani:.esc sap hbswtt1 but cktermincd v.ife is !he ca1a.l)-St for his new life ... st)k. As improbablc as 

th/I.I ma)· :iot1ncl, he <lot-$ tl f)pea_r alrn()6.t rne$n1erited by her. •1 m)'lltlf oh,en'(d t.hllt$be • a 

Svctwili like bold OV"C.tlLiur.."' M)-. J\oly Jcnnyn. "' In btr ~CH:•OU. lte'• Lile a &ol)dog/ rnico ri&iiw.l 

woning title of tile Jiranzese memWS was Quitting tl!e Mc»: 11tf l'Uppie Don and dte lJ.illion-1,;lf)llar 

.\fof,a 8mpirc He t;cw. Up for the Wom11n He f,.oued,) F'nnu.'$C furlhc:r cfains tli.,11,hi,; v...rc ha$ 

COU\'fftod 1-im to the b,m--apin,Oriw.:an. faith, whieh u,elll$ a '1:rc-tcla to people wlo l"OC.UI ha 

reyu!.ttion for viri.ou,1~ 

}lafu iss,omethfogelsit. Perhaps bt i.,doing it OC>rhis\\ife'ssa.b-.But u.tless he holds an are op bis 

~,e, Org,.i.110:<l-crime e;q~s wt1n1, hi3cdi.;rezpec;t br the Mob code iag◊i n,g to gel hin\ kil.led. 

, E .. ..,-wy' .. ryi•~··r.,..,.o., ... , .~ •. • 

)lk!blcl f'h.n:tll:lie 1$ ~Ullli.113, Dcl;pl-'l b l$ reputation. lie bill$il m~•PoPllli1.r•bo)•~• t~IOOl ct1MI11. Bu t 

at od:i momeotsbis gaze tuns k)•, and O:De can picture him ordering an act ofbrutalit)'. '"l>oo't be 

tooled: wart)$ bny fori~ a fon~r l)lllt1,tr i11 crime, 1.ou· a J>rQl.ee1e:cl wilnUII. •1i.•11 a tc.onc-«>ld 

SOJ:l6'tc.r. N'c.,'C:I' '""'lU ~ythil'.lJ c.laoe. • 

f'ru.lw.,e (1tt<11.011.1tt,,,d Pr•n- •~ot·) bUd\)(:lil,c<I l<>bc il1t~.l'Yt\.-vwtd #t Wll bowe, .. .:1 l'\)Qll.<:i!U tlun bi.J 

address not be pub1isNd. Instead, Ile has selected as a meeting pbce the Joun&:e of a Be\-er1y Hills 

hott'l He 1:uUs up 10 the fn>oientnnoe. behind lhc whee-) <.>fhlll l>lad: Pcnche, which hlls a •Jif:#11• 

Sa,"1-~ &.h~lon thtttaraood. Tbc.tt~ no bodyeiiM'Cl. He aPJ>CV$ ttlath<tlyat - , tb~h,e 

~~himself where he car, oh$e.n -ethe entire room. Prantese i$ l~ntbc)ne, ,\ilh high chei:kbonc-8, of 

about ,mm,g<: hcigbt. and wdl mwdcd. His cwt~bWo\n hair i$ 81'•¥ U'(<Und ~ edp and touches his 

colltt. H~ ~ euutll>•: his tr&demark i! a l)l'lil' of iwi.at« sUJ\!)IUt!lff 'tbo\VI be~• UJ) on l.01:11 

Ulitnd, MSJ 1)11_rit(11M: miot lt11s f11 int lni~()( 8r«>\:.lyn. 

i\4 ti-au~ e>IJ~lairl3 it. hi, 011ly •11ngle" U a dttlire 10 put fa11}ily !xfore F11mil1. Ht 11Qw h,14 1J11-ct 

childrC'n with Cuunr: Miqudle. a,gcd fh-t: Ammda, bur: a.Dd c.i#lt<:co•month-old llicllad jun.in, 

"J'beri there are hit three o1der children. v.ho ti,'! "itb his ex-wife m New York fl"a.JU.ese Sl)'!I he made 

a d•:tc:rrninatiou for ti"~' $ake l0 11wid tlv': f:iu: ofh.is (atlw,-, who 'ha:$ f.1ien t ;rill but 1.hroe of tt1e last 

twenty years bdmd bars. HCC'W"tttltl)' resides at the fedcrlll pen m Pctmburg, Virginia, ind is oot 

i,chofuled for releMt: 1,util 1994, wheu he \,'il.1 be $1::vtnty•ti\,e. 

•My father went lhrough twenty damn )'Un ofawa,"ltion." Jiruzese sars. ')J:)' mether's a 11et'l'Ous 

wred,:, mybroditn; ;rind silitcrs :.,.re a!J wrtd.i;. W1":~is: a.11 this honor atx.l tl1is b•ll<>•~ Ycu ei,n~ 

bt-Ut-1~ In lhb.daron oalti v.1:itJl )'OU\<e g« a Liru.lly totlll.uto(. \\lbat aOOUt tl1tm? M)' ruocbe-r"s bl.'oen 

alic)ne for i,e'\"tl:11.teri )~rs. $c:)whicli i$ tht n,ore honorablc,tt,11nd? My flllt1tr'$ 1>0."Jition ~,: This is how 

J\-e Jr.'Cd all my lift. o.00 I dO!l·t want aR)tod)• to C\-cr sar tut J v.u a nt or unitch. ,o I'm g.onn• die 

thb .,,,.,y. 0.K. l.gu-ua t c60 rdatc to that.Out l'm in adiffc-reat poeition. t'm ~'SOmc.thing)'CLB 

old. 1\-.,: gc,1 $i.,,: cliildri!2, r,ecgot a youilJS "1fo. And I'll be dum~ ifr'mg.ottni put them through wha1 

my f11nily It.ad to go throutt,h. Espe<ialJy for somethq: l no longez bet~~ in. 

"\\lbtn I first got into UC life, , had a '"t!Tidea1istic~•," be oontinues. "M)' father\\u ffl)'idol, and 

anytMng ht v..11$ !):IJ1 of h.:td 10 he lhc gn"!o1tC$l laing ia lhe \\"QfUJ. And v..iw,n Tom Di8':11<> s:H 111ed<)Wh 

and de=Krib«I the lik, a~tmdc.'d sr-t. II w.u 4 SJ'OUJ> of men, there w~ honc>t', )'OU had fricnd1Hill 

O\'er lhfl world. And just;i<;ie and fair play-,.$ lhe 3taud1u-d. A guy ell.II gtt kiUe,d be:uu31fl. •~•• in the 

drugbusirrss. AguyC'angctldllffif hc messesarouod\'\ith somtbod}"s ,\ifo. To mt. wbat I fcltto be 

~n<:nble ~hift41. • 

NO\O·ho pro~ to fotl othcrwis:o. "'nHl Mob Uno aood, it's full of shit, it's~ monor-.hungry 

ot*,ntion~•nd it'$ not t0n,W.ing th•I $.houkl ht. idoli:,trd. 1\1'~• gu)'llafni(l t<)wdlc inlo a 

mccting- tM:)' nn)' no1 (omcoot. 1\-c hcud gm-s 0001pla.iniog thit C\'trr timt the)· tum around. 

!CO-nwboct/t grabbing me>ne>•off of !hem. 'l1t,i,s i, not~• it ""-&.s~n:e>J)O~ to~. lr'.s,111 bullVlit. And if 

admll1i1lJS d1111 £$gonna caui;. nv: a pl'()bl,m, then $0 lie i1. • 

Captured: 26 October 2023, 18:06:23 
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I~ ht ,vat: •-eh II llptiet11cul•r ~mer, ,~.-.,~ 3a)'S, ht ne,ede,cl to proc4im J)uhlidy t?iat he had 

quit !ht- Mob or t'\-cryvise,gv,• in matioowould be bocldq at bis door. And that. ll,e insists. istbc 

m11iri N!Mell ~ lltJ"M(tto teetify for the g.,\'efflmtnt-not !II> t.h11t aeeoldd iet SJ)mng fMmja.il. ·shM\' 

me anc {IUJ Uiat f..'\'C'.rgl)t Ott lft(! W'ib:tdS: , tand who ii; DOW J'UIUlllti ar<mnd \'.ilh I.he Mob. Thi$ WU my 

wayof malinga staten.ent that f mout. HO\\"e\l!r, lgi:,,tta sa)·, 1 would mher11,·all,:: out thi$door and 

g~ la11ect d111n bf!\?. au:,hoc:lr1hi11\: r m a CU\\-anl, cw 1b111 T n 11ed aut frlftl•bod}' 11ndn1n irtn d~ 

witn65 program. J ootidn 't U\-c "ith tbat • 

T iDa f'ranz~ ~~differently. ~ng that bu soa h ad turned infonnaot was a 

1,errib&e blow tit he.r. It set:n~d to invali.1111e. 1111 t_lui1 ,5he li:td lluff'tred b-, h('r l()ng. lo nel}' v~il 

for Soney. The past ;wo dttadcsha\'C btt:n full of bardsbip. Her money bas run oot, and sbe 

(~n l(le"ing h~r h(i.n~ 1\ f~w f~1'1 age>, toh~ ' ""s11rl"@t<I.J f<.>~~l"@t.l i~r.j fl"3~•J , h , 1971 II C,olqml,o 

&olcfur o.&mcd Cum.int Sciafa. who. it v.-.a N ID)rffl. )lad bttn ,1,tttnth"tl towud her, wu tOWld ~wicd 

in a ffllar ,.;th a garrote a.rotmd his M-Ckand bis ge.niab stllffed in his mouth-an apparent sign.al of 

Son i3/'1td.i,pl._--a,:u l"(!, 

•Mybusbaod and I h;mi 00(',11 on cfflCrtZll w,1,\-dcngths for ,ea.rs: she ays. "but I rupcct him 

dlor-ougbl)'· llc'oa SJ'CM mo.n. He h.v the kind ohbe«ieo ud nu:x-alitie, that we cotld U#C today. " 

n.n. R!tth~ ber \·isilOf at t1:,e kitd1cu tabll!' of 11,c,r U1111w,.culo.te IK'lllll' in Roell)-u, wb~ Mid1o11d ~w 

111>. The wl»te thx.:co w11l1 llrt 00\~ wilh mi.non; the fumiturt ii, n)OOern. Saill l(J\"t.l)' Ill fi fty-,:i.x, 

TI.oawearsa black ribbon in berhmC)·•blond ba.ir. s~ab io a soft \-Oict madt buskr bycigattttes. 

11nd ~fn!ci.,w-.nd)• j)l'I th¢ ,,:argcef tie4~. 

•t don't n:~l NidMld (os- 't<hol hll''5 douc, • abe nys. "\\'luu you went to x lwol wd Wtul'ODC tbr,ew 

a p11per and the ltaiche.r ad:.ed1 'WM d1rtw it?' how t~ uy n~ IJ1,eir hui,cb and Pi:3. 'fli::clid it'? 

Tbafs not the Wl)' wt \li't're broughl up. Wb)' do that to people tMt dictn·t hurt you? I can love him till 

I d ie, but l ca.n"I forgh~ h im . Ocl;at.11e il'~100 h ug1::. 1•m hurtinge\~ryd11.,-. I-le could ha,,::.ltungon i11 

jail aiwU1<:r two>~ aDd then cbo.c wtlJtt\'trbe wauled ~do-(>ul no " i lal($l; suu,d. And lh<.-a I 

wouli still have my soo.• 

It pains FranZ<"St'that ~is mcutr bu cl.ll"SCd him for~ informant. Sono;-'s opnion of bis son's 

her~ ii, not li;now11. ·rt.e ,ekler Pr<111~ ha.,epi10111i.«l tht; g.oo<.1 :iold~ and •IJ(oll~up gvy, • 

determined towdkoutof pri&on r.imrodstr,1,~t. Hc pl.l)-iraCQucl ball"ithotbcrhmalta&C\"tr.al 

hours ~-eryday-Md ~erallywins. At eevenuo..one be loolts no older than fif\)•. -,~ guy could 

prob1b ly uk,; on ll;n o ( u i;, • $.1)'- ll polloo tle1,C(;l!.,•c. ~0~ll,;p,!!CIS dun S,,,10)' b TM)llt;lOC) p l'l)u<,1 of 

Michael, \\itb whom ht bas not spd.:e.n sin«-' 1985. 1\ere was e\'ffl a stmy cirtuLating: for a wbilt that 

ht Ind a oont_nw;t c>n his, lf0f1, •1 l111Jplf:d it c>«: Hif;h11el -'IQ"ctuietly. 

He :ifao frtu about 1,,,.-!ing lnntped ia wilh (anl(►1.i,; !,!-Od pig(.'(lrl$ lil:e Joe Vab1cl1i, J immy '"t he WCJSlf!l"" 

Fratunno, and Hency Hill, all of whom joined the "itae56 i:rogram.. HiJI is tht subject of the besr:· 

1M:lli11g b iogniipJ1y Wi.-:gu9 .. w ti"!: n:,cen l h i1 (i;ln Gooc(P"dltJs, wtlich h1tt1 "V" pniixit, 1111 a n IIC.:Ol lalit' 

depiction of the )fob'sde,prarity. f'ra.nzc!,e says he ·got sic:lt" watching Cood.Ftlla.,. bccau!C of the 

\'ioleioe. •rf )'01' eould 11.' t walk outof therund say, · 1hm£1.J>'S a.re fucking animab,' there h~d robe 

i;oiutUli.ngwrun, \\1tb)V U, ~ !Jut he \\MJ.1181.a<l Ul.ll H\:U)' Mil w·.u; 1.ut 11"'<k .t bc:ro: to Yr.UIZl~. 11.(l " M.a 

"a IO'J\i ife'"for ghing upl.U«hese 006S Pau1 vano. "'P,ntlietreatedthis I.id real good." 

0 nt \ \i ll llt\-er oon lli..."e Miffill(:!I Fl"an.7.(:!t!P. and M(:!n~ ' l lill ill t(:!n'IIS of 1.lleir u.,efulnES$ to th(:! 

ftdtra1 &0\-trnmeot. Hill DOl oulr tc:.i.ificd a&a.i.ll$l Vario but btlo«l nail mobl.t<.-r J in~' 

B.trl:eco mwder t'harges.And Hill wu a io,. .. ~'el soldier, note\'ffla made! man. A"amiese 

ii; the b~ be,;1c.ra t.1.,i1~ J.1a.fi111po$1ae of the pa.1,1 dc,e.ide. F'l'Ckral l11w .-.:,J'o~ see,11 to goli1r11> 11 the 

pros,ect oi ensnaring a ,. . .E.. • or •10p tthelon • inlorruant. 

it appears that F?arue!e expbited lbe alllreofhis name toMgOCilte MUl'lp~tedon~J'ear 

~)!fttiot1 ~nl!nl wtlh th@ gO•'(."T111tll!:11I. Siasnf!ld on )by 18, 11)8Q, l Mtnpels, Fr.a.ti~ to 

cooperate only int>ases 6Jed dlrouth April 30, )990. Upon setting his n.une to the d:xu.mtnt, 

J,'"ni~ wu let 011l o( 1)rii0n . '"l'l-e r1~-tr heard o f 11~'1}1.hin.g lil:e. iluit bang d t.Dte, • 11&)"'10, 11: lllah 

p~1tor l-lt'cn.Q.• Mill", .agr.,ienW!-nt. to be s utt,h:u. n6 4"xpi111.tio nd.'I III!-. 

It pi,;i,babl)•d id u't hurt tl1al ~-o ti)Olathi: OOfore Fnui.e- i:isrt<.-d the a_(y(,1m )('lit he bclp('d dw U.S. 

Anorney'sOfficein Chicago ,in a racketferingease against Nor~• Wal~rs., a form« nightclub 0\\-ner 

and a lonSfim,e friend c)($onn)"SJ. (.U, boy, Mid111,el b 1tw l1i111 iu"lJn<;lt N◊rby.1Cl\-er 1t11: peai,, 

W.al~na h~ buih .-. N-• Vc,rl: boo&dnj: l'igtD"')' f6r bb1ek pop star, lhl'it wu - nd to non~~nt, 

induded Oionnt wan ,ick u'd Kool & tht Gang, In 1985, W11ltersgought t:ntr'!e int<> the !J.)()l'l:$•tg:enq· 

l>WinCS$, \\1th $50,000 i.u S<lc<l ll'.IOCH."')' from Mk:batl F'ran2C$C. d<ti\•C'J"Cd .in ta$b in I t>rov,n p&J)(.'f" 

bag. 

Fra.JU.C$C•~ t~ny, ho,,"C'\~r, ba.d. mon-10 do"'ith extortion eba~ in,•olvi:-a: i tkh-J Jaicboft .t.nd 

)1~ l,roth,er$. l n tg,81, Wall.tn h 11d lfl.lldt:, l.,id lo h;,r1dle thebool:rlgs for 1!1e Ji,cboi1$' n111inn11J 

concert tour. tJn»rtunatcly. Ro n Weisner, ,1,t the time: ooodthcarou.p'a c:o•rmnag.crs. w._n't l:.ttn on 

h im. r:.-...ntNe tMl:ifiH th•t, U W•h"l"I'• ~UHt. h• fi.ew tol..o. A."lg.el>f!t IOI'• til~"'n wilh \\'•iffle.~ 

• r e'Jq>laio«t 10 hI11 lha1, i(Nori,ywaf:lll'l Wn·oh-«l in the IOur in 80lll4! m,1nn<:r, 1}1eremigl1t not.be: a 

tour." 

"It was thttatcnin,g. .. WeisneJ assured tbtjuron. As it tu.mtd out .a watr.bful L.AP.D. picl:cd upon 

,;·r 111YM$'& 11t;ti"YitiM 11.n.-l ~l'flllldOO W f1i,pCI' to hll,J\$ bU3h .AJJ. • fo'Y 11'10..irtl:"O) w,ianc , ltept ,).. 

Jaci,;Kl(I.$ away (IO,Ut the Na&$1.u c.o{i&(!w1. on loog blaud- Fra~ •• back)'ard- ud Walters ,11.. .. ,tr 

did get a piece of the tour. (Walters was sentenced to lh""e )'tUS for radmeering. and bis former 

V"rt.-.,. 11nd oo-d.f@nd,nt., tJo,'(I n¼<.>,,,, 10 d,rw. n~,, lau ~•l.@nd,.. .. 11 k(l~ IIJ>po!>llb c»,,r1. 

o,-enurnOO the eomictions of both men on the JCOUnds tha1 the jtdgc p,'t' fully imtructioo.s to the 

ju_f)' , ud thll t Bloom $1ould li.,-,-.: lM-Cn gnnttd ,1 &::parnte tMl.) 

f·ranz.ese'sonly ether appearmce in open court thus far bas been to point a finger a ; a janitor, Omge 

1\,u , who, -.."()r\c.,i for ~ .n\. C..•••1,loo• , S,:,.m,y r .-.,~•• t->(ln,....-. .All lo.ock wovM h,,._, it,, n , \et 

•gi.rltnend.fianctt• sat on a ")8,.1 grand jury in,~ Nkh ad Fran?CSC. for Sl,000, Tutt IWed 

Captured: 26 October 2023, 18:06:23 
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h im infona.atiOtl 11bout t.lie 1>robt. 1.1:1$1 iwmmcr, a feder.a1 QDurt in Vnio>dal,e, t.c.,ng b l.and. com-it;led 

Tutt of ob«nict:Mn of jvti~. 

Chances are good that Franusc ' '"iD testi.')• at least onoc mctt, a&,linst rtal•estatc d(\'t'foptr Ct'n.ld 

ddnud tht I,R.S. C:utcnnan is pe:rh.lp,s bc$t rt-mcmbmld .u them.in V1\ o chartctt:d the Q:.lccn 

Elitd>tth ::t in 1986 to lhrcw,•a Sar mcl ll-ts Mitl\'lb et-lebration f« a ao:i and tw'O <bugbters. He 

li!lll4'&,(lly ,_I Ft,,n /!00""'• 1.0 h o.1>• L.1,or ,..., <)Ill a_,,d IH")'\.;4.o, Molt 1n•o.>toct~n for w11rlc ,:l~e on a 1wo.11),1,,(lftt 

complexes ill Ne-,r Yort and Ne\\' Jmey. Ftanusesa.JJ tbe 1eneral--con1ra<:ti03 OOOlWlY he formed 
with Gutemlll_n walj am()ng his n)l)A lui;nt,i\"e \"trilurts. 

Still, G1.1term1m (IIJll1i6$as II white-«>1111.r defendant~ f'nln~ haJ yet ro tewi)• 4&111\St a ~ mber of 

<u-guked 1:rbu~. lie r00C'i\-..id 11 11\Ul.lUOl'.I& lO • P7Clkr Ill tll\t ~l<trli91l•al11Mllbof•radwt~ r~ trial of 

New Jersey Mafi1 bossJohn Kiggi.,but M\>er made it to the stand. '"l"heyhad me onthe\\i.tnes:slist, '" 

F'nt.1~ rec.111'. •, 311id, 'Fir" • pul inr, o-n- bu1 I'm g(lftnll c;;onfllc,;1 with )"<.>tlr mtin \\-\nest.'• Sj)f011) 

..Wi::la.nt U.S. Auomcy Dri.a11 Cilk-1, v.-howon a con\-i.-tion ~a.ins,: Riw ~ the ,a.nu , won't con:mcnt 

on '"'by f'r811~ wtti, l13t ea)b l. 

"tte·~ picalgandCOOOl>ing v.ho he's gonaa testify a.gunst, •ilichto mei$rep:eheruible,"says Ka)' 

Jermyn, lhe nac;Jaets d,if:f of thie Su Kolle Qt\m1)' l).A.'tofftet. Re,c)!nlly, Jcnnyn 1'111.>p:,en.ted F'ntn~ 

to o.n,cu before a S.u&lk t;rUKijwy in a Mob loon·oloarkme: c- . A.ft« be t'.dcd to"bowup, J ermyn 

)1i1 him wilh an .a~l 'll1'rr8_1tl . It lll"( r .. eclan t .lJl(>ly ge'Jlure. W1i,,e11Jerm:,'fl 11$l!td i,01:1e l,.A.P.O. 

officers to la.ke d9wn f'ro111ZCle'$ liotn&e>rAatc nambcr and g:t hi.I addrc.a- a routine procedure- their 

efforu 1.-0.re quubod h:,- the r:.B.l. • rbe FW ar. N.IUUl\j5: inarfc.Nn« for the S',I)' , '" Jermyn gN>UMf. 

Fr-=-- o think bu di~ u.,, v.~ ba.., nuck him a~ likely ~ for dl-c J.tob. 

Sm"'t, hif) MJJ,-:$1 $0nlt(>n~c,-ould ju1'tify 11 1;0iiln<;I (>fl h i1n men ty for let:lif:)-ing. '"Bui I think people 

mtiuure tbint,s more on. ls he a threat tome? And nu)·be tht J>Oint is booomiog cleuer that I'm not 

gon na be 11big 11hr ,Yit!U)M." &11~• 11>•, "Ii• ndda, • ft• t lh• m.ga; ¢1-M. 

Hc~n"tdeny lhAt h» li(c bat N k. But oov.-hat? "Jt',ir; notnc,,.;.·to me'° ha,"' the fe-clint;thi,.t, be)·, 

t()(.1117, tomorrow, ll(Nnit:body at11y tl'l:e a 3'.c>I al me .. I unden lood 1l1at '"'hen I '11-ai: in lht lifr ... W1v 

should it be iln)' different now that rm oot of it? But I makepro,ision. I'd like to think that rru prctty 

•.n111) nnd knowwhnt'• gi,i~on lll"O'UM IIWJ. lf110m~body'4gonnt ~ n.fJ, dw.1y'r4~iui M,-. 1ow~)rk 

at iLl'lo not walking an>w1dv.iUl tllV heild. up Ill)' ass.· 

C ·••.my f'r4.lu.c,e ba, ~ t o.m~'Cd from «do.u« da.». h~r O.U-tttll too.I II\ Uk b to b«:omc. 

cb~pher. On her ned:lllce are a figl.lrine of a cbrw:er H d i t;n.Jeilix:. Sha weai:s a 

ti#ltlitU113 gn--ec1 bloosc, a bl.tel. v.ldrt. IDd OO\\'bo)•bo<IC$.and is allo~1berTOtu.PN<>W- n<> 

mo n tlk' ill~ c( «11 anoreJUC~wi tb.w:1hll" is .sd ~,it ~l«Cw. " i (c. 

A$ $he takM a $elf ~i:\e her husb.tnd, he \\-anns ~ pti~)'. Than\:$ to Cammy, Ftan?;eee \\'11$ 

lHIPUDl'<l lDil v.-.¢.in,g J.IOQI at UlC-1f d1urdJ1,b<>uta. ) \.W ~u- a llCCWc il.lXI a h,aj( anc.i h-U; ll.dUCU'>D 

into the Qls.a r-ostra. His pastor acMsed Aim that to be a Christiu it w-. n~•only to belil!\-e. 

l.h11 fnl_ntoe d~lll~ t!u11 •s •rootMfY: 11.nd th~ i,runtniou 8J>pt.1led10 hi$ f~ini fo r ri1u/ll . •1 

sakl, \ \'a ll. mlnute, \.bis 1S S(!Qk.•tblilg I C41\ rel¢( ~ l(I. LU;.e, l(IW l'!U pan (If SOJIW:tldug. -

Cammy's fnt words upon s ittingcbwn are "(;cd had a plan for Michael· u obnuo.ately, lhe thcught 

~ f!S 10 lm ~ ~ 'er mind l.111.dy lhi t nUl)W. God'• pllln <Iott nOC c:on-ttpcm(I " 'ilb her own. 

MI jw1 wony aboc1t him,· s.heM)'S. ·some d~)'S my fai:h is.,o 31.T'Oft&, I bo¥.·, <.iOd, )'t>lfre !J>nl)a lllke 

care of my bu.sbal>d. B11.t Uatll. the other <lay, we saw this rctardl'<l filin. CoodFc:Ucu. I wai; i11 Uic 

la.dies' room and 1 had tears in my eyes. It rNlly frit;lxeoed me. Could that happen IC> Mi~ael?" 

Fra.n?C"Sit' pJ.ts a reasswina htnd on her arm . .. Idoo"t belie\ 't I'm lll('o10t to go down in a hllil of 

bulla'I.;" ht$l:1)'!$. • 1 lhink I llill\-C 11 gooc}~po11 rnyrclat.ior.$.hip-..-i1)1Go(L. . . • 

· 1 do sense he's awatt of whst's going oruround hitn, • $he 1ells htrself. · we'Ugo toa resuuraat Md 

li.e11,:i:.y, '111 s:i1 hen>, 111id ) 'Ou9h tl~.' A.nd 1'1.1 notieit Mm looking aruutid t1le ruorn.• Sbe t urn,: to h" r 

husband. •£very day, Ialwa)"S teU }"OU, 'l'tto8t be ean:ful.' Eut is ii ever gonna end? !,-\rill we be al>Je to 

lf\--e our lif~ $0ll1t wh•l aorm31? It g,:l$ to )'OU. \ \1-ien l c.aJ1ttout o ft.h.111 BO\·~ th ,eJeter, I wat- u,1$rl wi1)1 

him, M)• God. WM hie eTt:r a Nrt of that lifestylt? Ko. I would J\e\"tr Sitt him bting: s,o mean and 

,iciros as the m~ of din mo-.-it. • Fran~ shS:es his helld. 

A college <l'opout, Ca.mi.De G-u-tia was twtnty-ooe wbeo s.bt married ~uuese in a hastyu-remcor at 

tltedi•J*-lof OteCircw Cil"(.tlS CUino in l.uV~J. ll wu J.a.nwuy 1985, 111,d "be h,id j1.13t bt,en 

indicted in a loon•sharO~c&Sit' th.at wo\id cod i.o <ffll"Uittal-bis hst such viciorv. Thert: was a lot 

abotll. h i$ l ife th.lit Camrn_y didn't .11ppreeitte at !he rime. but it began to sink in 11.ft.er Vi ncent .. J immy"' 

Roto11do. bcr hwband'11 0()-di:fcnd.ult, wa blown aw1r by gunlin a hm )'tat"$latcr. 

• 1 ((kl)dn' I ~ li~-.i it: ~fl 1'&)S, •t n frv1tl ofhi$,Jtoux!Jn his ro.r.1itit.)· lill(dhim! I U$1!() lo w11.td11fri 

Co4/athcr. Thest menwert: Wltt rc-&iog-tall, cLui,;. and handsom~. 11)e1 wal.l.'.td i.nt1> a room and 

JW}Ofllerei,:pet;tedt~. I )i}.-f.!(l it, but I thought itw113fi<;tion. When I rea1iudit W33tnlf:, ii hit me: 

Ttti& i$ terri.blct" 

G rtn\ing up, Michacl FranttSC hims.elf ,.-.u f.:ept in the dark about a lot of things, including any 

intormWon about bis su~ Nllll ftther. iVhen he W11$ born, on M.11y ~ . t951, hi$ rmOier, 

Chffl/tioo "Tim." C...pc,bi:u'IOO. tbt daugl1tl.!r d a tr.ln~I v.1>,rb!r. v.'al: r11a..n-k.~ toooo Fru l.: 

Grillo. He disappe.aredafte:r Sonn)•am ,,ed on the seen~. Settinga pattem tha1 Mictael wou)d vrtllallJ 

du,ilit.:111e, Sonnyc.ame "ith lluu d1il<.l~t1 fro ni a J>n!l-'ious irianbge, then had th~ m()r« ,~i lh 1'in11;, 

pnttirta Miehiw,,l in t.he m.iddle. In 1'61 the (a.mily mi:wt!d &cm N......_. H)-de P:arl: to_. n.-t<W)' Cobnfa.l 

hou.,e in RO!jlyn, Wng !$land, where the (uturt,gang,t,er gn:-w up ,13 Mid,11el Grillo, 11nl'll he tu rned 

eightocn and Sortn)' a&pted him. But )1ich.\cl 41\\'ayssaw him&clf .u a f'nnza;c . .m2 to tw day 

belill!\<es it t,OMibl~ that So~• is h.u natural fa\Mr aft(',!' all. 

Captured: 26 October 2023, 18:06:23 
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Llom il'.I r,;llp\ea in 1919, Sonny ~'mrwe'ICseemed destined for Lbe Mob. (Misfalher, Cannine, Jmcm11a.'J 

Tuttiethe Lion, w• a man of notOO bnluJitr wbor.-n a ~kcrJ ,hop in 8f0:IL:1yn .-nd "-'U l~ry 

for sntfiaga,h"t:m.ri~ in the c,,-en.) As a yrun,g rutt SoM}' ytU a.JTeSted I dozes times for crimes 

iut;ludiug fcbuio11:, :1$$.11111 and ra1,c,bu1 w·u 001wi,e1ed 011lydmin<1rga,n>linsc«cn$l'9. 

Sonny l,1tdt6Cl on!o wha l w11s theri th~ Profaci family and worked htil w11y \Pu all enforcer. A thad, 

O\'cr 6\-c eight, he ~·u crtw•cut. crlUf. mcucin& 1,nd. un1il;c mo;tothcrmfiofi. ,11>61tmious. Abo 

cheap. · t1e had a reputation forbeing,"t:rytight ,\;th a ruc14· tteallsform«" F.8.L age~ ue.mie 

Welsh. •.An lnfonn1n1 l~ n,e th.11 c,nc dm, 5(»rny !i'IIPIIC.l1&1Xlly went l.nto w1 S. Q:ln',; deparu..,u 

store il HempstNd and stole tlle Cbri!ltnw tree. And b.raggedabout it.· 

Officiall)'. Senn)' Ol\1lcth drydtancr's in Brookl)n. Unofficiall)'. hc~·as broomirg the reigni~ 

gangster or Long II.land,, v.ith M interest in l"Clrtaunints,dubs, topleM bit rt, and 9e\'f:ffl1 record labf:l,. 

5o1my'11i u,'--lbood Wi1$ r1e,~r cll.<:l.lalli\-d In lk ft~ hom~. n,c Colomb.t $0ldlcni wll.o (n.'Qllendy 

droppNi in were aD '"Wlcles" to Michael. Bu1 he felt the effects of the li(e duing the Calh-Profaci war 

of 196' thrCNgb 1963. •o.'0· J.o,e• Calle, 11.nd hill hl'(> brothen ll~~ attemp,ng towN!llt conlnll of tlit 

f.anill)•&om Jo~h Profuci: fo, two )'\';u"S, it rain«!. bulkts . .uut Sona)• nC'~r v-t:nturod outsidt without 

&~'&\LIi.rd 

The wu pro\·ed (ortWlatt (or Sonny. He remained a neutral puty, trustedb)• bocb sides, and won the 

f1nvr of Joe Colont>o, who beca.n,e he.11d of 1.1,e family in 1963.0n (l.riist.nus £,"!of 19(6, Neumfoy 

publid'.I~ B,c,b CN"Cne'.11 aronMbrv:,,aLing p.fll6W! ()f Sonn}' Fr.11~, 'The I-bod in Our Ncighl:omoad." 

Greene at1Se1ted that thtagingJoe Cclombo was •graduall)• pll\ing tie wa1 for Fn\nze.,e ro takt O\'tl' 

compl.1tf)•, . . , TbeC:OS...Noi;lQ acctpu: hiinas a.coming king,." Son11ysaidnotb.ill3aboul tbcartidt, 

but after it appeand, the f'ranzses' r.nglisb maid. Pauline, sat Michael do1,11 and explained 10 him 

th1t1 h~ (11thtr wllt11 rne1•berdorgsini:ttd crime. 

He Mt 1,0 SlWJOC al the IIO\','$: '"By UUI time [ viewed tbC&O\''CrulllC:lll U$ tllf ('ll(:11;6', ,...-e had 001)1; 

sittingoutsi~e our house and follo,\ill8 us in belioopters. • Onu-, when hens sixteen u d · ma 

m<Xid,· Micluer,I g-Ot into his r11ther'g (.Ir • nd led flOme pol tee de-teeth-es on I hi,gl'1~1~d1ue, for 

which he WM nearlr arrested. Sonny l\113 lhid. '"D:, yoo think this is• garut?" he asked Michael. 

• 111ese g11)~ ll.rt: trwC',herom,. • Anotl1,r t imie, Miclillt:!I rec.ttlb, h\'O IK>'iccrn(n foUo,,-ed Sonny end 

,.,u u y IJlll,I -·~ '111.-:.-.. I\J t,,qsw1 ,v1..1..-- h.1111 U ..-~ l&l\>1'1, :kl,u1yWQ!l , ... u:Ull'\,'.1', -.illJ YIK;YC ..-~ 

officers gestllttd toward bis holster. ·eo for your pm-1 u.-antyou to,· Somy sa~ glowering, i'ou 

Sttll tk cop was $:It red Slifr,• )fith.atl Sll)'ll. 

Sonnyheld00t1111tl two ftinic)w ni:g)1tdub.,,thc(:osiecaban11 i11 '.\!1111M111111andtl1e$a11SuS11.ao11 

Lons Iala.nd.hrti61- l\loh .. Gulln)' Do.via Jr .. D-o\b)' Dorin, ud- ono of S:.nn)"• pueo•o.l lawritc.­

'fiD)' 1\m oon\'ened at his table. 

But Sanny'spublicappcaanoes ·would soon draw to an tnd. 11 bad bcoooxa high priority for J. Ed.pr 

Hoo,'(ri. P.11.1. to get hi111 offthe$lrtel. 1'hereascmf01"thi, n:m11inobt,oi1.-e; HOO\-erOtCmec:lfinmore 

inttte:rtM in Ro,Uiaiting th.an in the M.:16-11. wb~ \'el')' m.11te11-M hedeniN. Tina fu~ d.1.im, tb.t 

federal agents buued tht ho~ in Rostyn-e\'t:11 the bedroom. In W mi<kilcties SoMy was \it v.ith 

four indictn~ nt~ all b.iSlfd on the tcs!im011yof fou r '"sl:d~ "'~ had 1~id •ribulc to hini froni lh~ 

Drooe«is of their pem• crimes:. Two state c:asies im'Olvioatheftended in accµittal. Hewu alsocleand 

in th~mun.ie.r of i.:;niic •tfw! 11•11,k" R11po!~ a Mob hit 1n11n wtioseoorplle-tlot, 11-tabbec:\and ,,,-ei.g'hted 

Mtb ctmentbl0ck5- bad wasbtd ashore ona LoqJ: J.staoo beadl. 

6111 Son11y\\asc,ot'MC100c,n fodcr,I) d1a~drn1 Wc,omplroch\1tl1 l!M!,;:\:dls 10 rob banl:i;. lronb ll)•, 

it was perhaps thewea.L:est o( lff four e.ases:and may b.a1-e be«t a frame. Al F.B.l agent who reque-sts 

anQn)mity tllinb ii mol"f. likely tha1 Sonny ltame:d of ltit robberin: 1.fter tle f1M;land mere!)' 

d<mAadcd lib '"'v-1101Ckup; In 1967. be WO., Jelll'ttlttd to tvl'O Ccauttulh'< l'V'ttlty fiw )'CU tcnn.>. H< 

remaiaed free on bail forth~~~r.s a., ~process of appeal tragged on, b:11 in >970, Sonny was 

sbip5)00 to l.i!a,-cUM>l1h to bc$in l!Cl'\illg bi.a: lllue. 

A few 1DOntbs latc:r. Mic:bacl Fn.ozcse. tbcoa freshman at Hobtra University. got a phcne call from a 

fonner member ofSonn}''s ere,.•. JoeColomxt's$0n h$dbeen an-eettd_, art<! Colombo senior '-'l\S 

fonri.i-a J1 n ew 0"3-'n~1lk>110 l ... ll• lian•AfnQ~n C;vr! ~ht• ~ ..... to p-ot.,_.l J- u\io,,,. Tl,e 

boss planned a r~' in front ofF.B.I. beadqaaners: on Third As-enue. 

Micb.rl jointd tht:tbo~trong picl:ct Line 'Ylith a sign that read: I AM A VICTIM OF F.U . 

(;f;ST>,P() 'ri\,O'ICS. MYFAl'HtR WAS JiR..\ME:.1> F()R50 YEAR$. In tl\ecoul"Sf,Oftht nlly,he hail 

wwds"•itll a puJ;o-n,an. • He pu~lM!<l me, aid I bi! him.: Fr:uuQSl:l ~llt. 'and tkn :alllwell broL:~ 

loose: Franzese ~-she ll-U beaten, tuffe-4, tbro\Ul into a paddy waion, atd charged v.ith ass.a.ult~ 

an officer. Joe Colombo 1n11.1~ for ooted Mob hwy-er U,rry Slotnid: to cefend him. I.I~ 1>leaded 

guiltytodisio:rdc:rb'cond11ct and was lined S2.SO. 

It wuon tltc i:,i<:krt line in front of F.B,I, hwdcnuartcn tbal Michacl f'r~wa.dr.&\\n batotl.e lik 

of crine. Tbt wisieguys took a til::ing to him. He had the Franzese nme, an:!, be adds, "tbeycouJd see I 

wua!lulltler.· 

Now 1s ht$ early nw:ntliell, M tonna htmsemn a crew ot men c:on.,klt.rabl)' >kier tn.an ht. some wert 

11ulki1'5 gi.u1ti;. likt '"lJ»c Oiubby Brotllcn· -John and Robert Vtrr.tJuO. b«b more tlw tJu-ce 

hundred pounds-and Pllillie \'i:ua.ri, a Colombotoldier who bad reported to Sonny. neir base of 

op,enukm W•JJ • II iU.ltOIIIObnoe•leq:IIIJS,OUtle• (Ml l,c.xl,& h:lilnd lhat belorig:,d I,) II m.-11 n•11M!d T(.111)' 

Morano. Nassau COUlltydetecti,'CSsl.X'tttdtd in mald.11$an informant of Morano, wbobada 

gambin, habit and wa., in Outdl \\ith Colombo loan shark,. lie wasfined1\ith II body mil:t . Soon 

•'l"-r tM.L nw, ...... PIU'UIC!rll l\aal)IXl"-'II lb•t )10111110 WU (!l'.IJHalll~ fron t.hC!l'.IHU:ld, •ooordi113 to 

f'ranusit, threatened to lall hill. selit\ing their illfonnant's life was in da.rger, police bm-t in-one of 

them ainwil II th(,1511n 111 Fra,~•i l,ead-u1d •~ted lt1,P, entire~·. SOI in Q:1l1,P,ge, Fran~ 

faced bur lndictm~nu, OD cha.~ ofcon$:,iracy, gr.-nd la.~, ~io-of $1~1cn l)JOl)er-1:)', 

cx,e,:rcior,, and exiortion. 

The cases w,re welk, and :O.tormo damagedth~.mfurtbe:r v,.ith an Wlbelpfil performam,e on the 

"1tflClllt ~111.rnl '"J , .• Ink lw. hlld • c;l111nie ofl~n. • rn.n:t•.ff ~ugg,c-.a-UI, T¥."O~ e1idcd In 11(,qultur,1, ~ne 

was scttkd with a fine, and the fourtl! was dismissed afttr thrtt bungjurio. But the proccss dragged 
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(tl1 fer tv."O;"t:ll-.1"$,at the end d whic;h i:-"r11_nr,ei,e '-'A$ l.,rol.-.:, uaem1>byed~ •r:id no lm'lr.r i11 a>tlege. By 

th~. he Nd onlr one .vnbition: to make inon(!-)' with av~. 

It was 1914, and the Cdombo fa.mil)· baddoddtd to "'open tbe boots• aiid make rlt'I' mcrrbtn fx>r the 

One of hi& i• ,,..udwuffturing Tom DilcUo, ?\'ho \'4& •cting auwwgatcdm ,-,bl~ the true lr•d of 
the funil>•, Cll1mine .. Ju.nior• Penko, await~ ttleue from jail. "'I went around and met ~'trybod)' 

from lh• d _;ffoNµ11 la rnil~ n11d 1.,nmod v,lu,1 d1;• life w;o• nl • bo111,• r,,,," ~ illll),,_ •And 1 "''"" 

a\·ailible a1 all time-s. 'Ibey• said, i'oo might get.called tonight, )'<II might get called. t year from ,.ow: I 
l!aid O.K. • Cdlt'Xi for w~111? "h1 Ol$e 1111y 11(:t of ,iolence h.11d 10 bt. done.• 

l-'ran?e9e l:now!I the CO!l.\>t:rsation h.u taktn a dmgeffus tum; bis plea 8Qff-ment d«!s not grant him 

killirig:s. among lM'm the 1983 aant•lancl-style Jlayiog of U\\Tt'nce ·ch~ Larry'" Cmom. A 

fomier mtrnber of f.'ni n~ •,en,,.·, CJ!m)WI i$belie,.~ l.o h.11ve •dd:honored" one of Mw;lui~t's ~ters. 

fni~ \ 'thementl}· de:nies in\'Oh'tment in Ca.n"01'J,A'$ death. 6,111 isn't it true.he is a!Sl:ed, th.ttt in 

ord-Or lo lXI mad~ )Vu lita, .. ,o kill "mchodv? 

•,•~ 1', t)""'' i3 t),e .-,..1c,• he NJ..,, Ou! • tJ•C)'Wer,g n-eki1,&" 1<>1 <.,{ g ,')'-. •.nJ d~'c"3 <.,1J_y &<> m .. _,~y i;-:ii;,k 

to ldl. With gu)-slike me. bt(au,e mr fatllcr was ,,..,ho be was. I gr.css they felt it was in tht blood. So 

thert was 3 couple,of lU that "'~re told. You'reeonn.a be m3de, and whett the time oomes, if )-ot1 ha\'e 

todoeout1.1.hU'.13- )V1.1 e,ot.ur, b, ready,• 

"Not<lld"'ltime," beA)'S. 

A ro.md the tirntof hU induction, franuse married a neighborhood girl, Maria Como. 1bey 

mov(,'<l lo 0)1Iun11CL:, Long Ttl:11~, arid, aftc;r Franuse 1,.~,n 1omal:ehi,; roi1ur1c1 ;1d,·:i1,ooc,110 

a millio1t-<lollar mar.sion i:J Brool-ville. N't'"·Vort:. romplete "ith an indoor racquet-ball 

oourt. 111eir fil"$tc;hild, 11 daughltr, w11i born io 1976. 

Tn lattl 1Q?I, Sbnny Fr.ui~was parok!c:l a(tt!r~Mng only ,ii,ght )'\~1~0! h i11;half<-l'ltlnt111')' ternL 

(There ha,'" long been rumors o(bribery-tbe F.B.L eo.""en in,-estiglted a member of the parole 

oommissior:1-b1.1! nothing Wll5 e"\"er pro\-«!.) Mi:;h.-e) 1,11$ now 1,.J.-:ed undtr t.Jitddtt lira~; he 

h1)llli run Sorun' s 00trations and $bicld him from orotn im-ol,-cmcnt v.itb 00:1,icttd fclons. which 

could leiid to hisparoltbeins m'Ol:td. 

Soon after be became an acting captain for his father, Ftaruese foond himselfat odO \\itb a man who 

h~ld lhe $Sll'.11e, titJt. wi1lii;1 the G11mbinQ fm1i)y11 n$in& &111.r n11u~ John G<itti. AQ;ordingto l;"r1111~, 

an as:sioci.a1C was runn~ a long C,la.nd 0:-a market. and hN1sl:OO F'ranieM toch3$itoff' a oartncr who 

was ~alin,i dnllJ <>n tbe $ide. rni.niese, who had an iiterM in the operation, did so, only to be told 

U1al tbt: drug <Ital.tr I~ ties tO COCl.i. Hertported.ly llbol ~ "FxlckJolu1 G<:t:ti,'" 

Acx:cwdinglo Mob $/tJr, a rei,:ent biogni,iliyof (;ottj, 11".tn~ Wtll!Slumrn0t1~l to the Our f'r~rl<b 

5,o('i.tJ Oub in Outtns to diS(I.ISS t.ht oroblem: he left malo'1 afteruttiog a t.ute of Gotti'soon6dent 

111:rrcrism: 

A• 1:-r.,~ ~ to )~,. .. , Co,tt;i 1,(11.d 1,_im ; '"11,,er,;, i, • guy n .u.1 r, i1,a11ro,,1tJ tJM!' city P ;-ins. 'li,\,d-Jol,n 

Cotti' Whl.t do v.~ do ,.;th a pioot o( shit like tlat? Should llo~ btat him up? Kill him? H6a dog. 

right?'" 

"Yes, anybody wbo uid. that •-ouldn 't be l frien.1, tilt1' wow:l be a dog.• Fraruese replied. 

N otqoite,sa)'S J'r'8JlUl!Jle. "I'd like to think 1 was intetligentenougl not to wa!k around aod say, 

'Fuel: 1.hi,; gu)"- ~ pecl:1U)•bc¢.11.$eJOlm ,wt ;1 goo:t foll,11.. And 1.hel"f.l.'s no way in Cod's 

CrNtiOfl I'd hll\"\' :i.ttbt bu.bl-cud let tn)•body u,lk to mt Like tlwi.t. Jpiior (Pcr.si<oJ "''Ollld 

)uwe s11id, 'Art ) 'Olt out of your mind?' (>id ('.01ti try to show hit muY;!e and mike )'UJ tbi_nl: he v<U 

mon important than r ou? nat was Job.n's styk-. He llo-Ouldwant rou tobcliC\e that ht was mott 

rww--.rfuJ t.llan a nyb08$t.hAt ... .,., Ii~ , 4\'cn at that ~ olhUI li(9. Wht nJQJon tal1-, h i,e voico i1 

naturall)' ilD ocla',-c abanH,'\'tl)1body cl9e's, He'• gol atrtmendow ~o:ni.e upsboto( tllcu1cttiil!S, 

Fram.ese adds, was that he pt:rsuaded Cotti to buy out his interes! in tilt flea martet (or about 

$]0100(). •A,w,l t.lt~ ~ {Q'O, r (n(lt1t.hs lat<!!r: 1w t#l)'II will, 11 t mjl.e. ">l « 1.U,5,~.• 

Fr.u"'-""Se $000 b<amc i,woh<.-d with another famous New 1'<>rktr. the F.cw.rcud Al Sharpiou .. tl't.! 

civil·righUMtivut. Fnnr.c«-met Sbarpt,on thrw.eh 111.utwllacq,uaintanc,e5 in dlC' tteord i.ndwctzy, 

wliA:re lhe m -ertnd i11 notoriou& for ~ i, -e fund-raising, $hlsrp1ou ,'(>n a lU'tr<magt. job 11, 11 

oommunity-rclations director for the Jacl:sons' 1984 Victory Tow, aUc.gool)' b)• threat cuing to 

orgA_aU',4 n bo)'4>0tt 011.ii. conee.rtiJ i! thtf:I bl11eli t»mm111"1i~•-1,ppatt.ndy l'IICJ1.ni113 $1\Atpton- \\•H \ept 

"oft the grwy train," H~ and llu-ce l$$()Cii.t<.'i> were pa.xi more Uw1.11 half 1 111Ulioo doUars tor U~:it 

servi.--es-an imJressh'! scort, con.~ that Fraruese's N.rtierefforu to sru.l:e dcMu the Jaclsons 

f"rn~ Oo')'3 t)w.t $lwnpton off~r-¢4 to o..,i~ innnother (1,)111~ ochem¢ i:n 198,:t. "rh¢ moh3ter h.,d 

oomptcd Allied Inttrmlio1W, a large urlion o(siceurly gu.:rds. an-d he bOP<.-d to pec;uadetbcg,ard$ 

at A\WlticCity h,tels to be«me members . .. Sharpton seendollarsigns through rue," f'tanzes,e says. 

• H e c,,_,.,. ,,pl(>ou,gh , Norb)·W1oh°""''3qnlQ8 111,,.J .. ) 1t, 'Ml~ ~ , 1.t 11,.l,illJ>>""'"· l'!l15o <tv,,.,,,1od,. 

hotelu.nd tcll tbt:m tbt guards areblnck,and ihbcy don't j:,in tbt unioo, I'U have ttn busloacbof fut 

tlt0rua11d nigger, in fr<a1t o( lhie ho,d$ e,V)· d.:J)·.' • l:'rari~ Ii~~ 1.h" ,i111n, lrtt before ii etn,lld be 

impltmen\(!,(f,. tht union. pr'Mdent. D~nid Cun.Din.pan. w,111 indirtod for n,clietoerin3-, -n.,t', 
absolutely ludicrous,· Sharpton sa)s v.'hea asked abollt fl'U!e.,e's att0unt. "I offer 10 help and J 

(lidn~ :i$1' 1.n)•tbi1,a in h for ,ne,-
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A1tho11gh Mie11M.:I 1'11\.S n mnin.gintcrfuena:for }1i-, fatht.r, Sorin)' began to~ip in!o famili.ttr~)-S, 

m.ing)fns \-1.itb othtt ClOn,ktied na.fiol:i .-t .- dub in Brooliyn. b t082 he wis c.au~t . .-nd .- feclccra.J 

judge Jent b.m buk to pri.,oa. 

With Sonny Ftanuse in jail, Michael was soon ele-.·ated offici.ally to captail, the Mafia'sequi\alent o( 

~ nior,,ic::e. J,YtSid.-,tl. Iii, er.-:iwirn::luded ~rllnL: Cei,taro, know• u ••'rankit: BodySho:i,,• t<.> iignif:r his 

day job. and two .iJlcged tnforccrs. Louis Frou .ud Frilllk Cast&gn.uo, or 'Fr,mJ,ie C," The C$tood 

for gangster. castagDa.rowu a big mlD ";~ a sh<lr't temper: among other tunp, he al~ed)}• 

bhidJsK.1.ned 1.n ;IIIIID <lil:.tln ,,itlli ll 1ekphc,n1.1 a nd ;ieJ,·I~ ill b;ui:nlJ)I()' tnl#.cc wtic, lrit-d to c;,ic1 hh• 

that h5 car v;ou)d be bll».11 up. 

tn thc~Iob. !here is no fnstcr tkktt to stardom thm tote seen a.s an "ca.roo-."' an:l Micha.cl F'ranzesie 

,-,-as about to set ntw re,oord.,. His secret wiu the ra3'iccf hi.$ bt.her's namt combined v.ith superior 

lnu.-llu.."t. Hccoll.;&llor,n~wltl• k:,~rial \\111lN."O\w crhni:lillo to ddr.rud w ·1xir,11Joru.. but forhb 

bigge;t sc:am Frarue.se teamed up "'itb Lawrence loriuo, bead of Vutage Petroftum, a large chain of 

unbl"llndtd ~ s1,1ioni oo l,.oi~ lslard ,ndin !'.ew Je111e)'. A au·-ee.-cl()n 1111_11, l(>riu<> had 111t111t;1ed 

the attention of "'--o Wm Coui wbciv)'IJ wli,o wanted toSC':iucontNI of h-5 bw~. Jol'UZOb,11od 

mmed to Sonn>•forhe}p.Th~ two,\i~)'Sbacl:«l of(. ind in 1981, ).tichll!l lira~ l,eeime a silf,tt 

partner in Van lag~. TI,e <0mp.u1)'s a.tlletJ were bkd d.t)•so that be and l<>riW> couJd fc>rm a ,._,w 

outfit. Galleon Holdine;s. Withn a fev:r~a.n, Gallton oompristd hundredsof s.tations:. Aorap 

1errni11ab:, Mild Cletts of t1nktr8, 11nd tOld milioniM g.tlle)nJJ c,,( &111olir1e in X'e'\\.· Yorl:, F'k)rida, 11nd 

NcwJersc)·. 

Larry tori:ao i;toocl monitban tix t«'t tall and wCWK.'<l d09e lo th-e l1wtdnd pound$. Jt was Slid Ile 

could consume nine pizzu at a meal. He was also a bigamist "1th t\\" Lot14 lslan:l homes-one for 

ea<.:h wife. 'ltal:e rny 11.111 off t◊him/ F'ra~ 3':)S. • nug.e u he w3~ he rtO\-ed 11ro1mct• 1onuo 

play~d fast and !0004!' "-1tli tbC' Internal Re\uue SU\1ttas wd. Gasoune WIOICSi.ltt'S are suppoocd to 

1>11y $lite aud federal cxcisie 1""1CO, but (~ sel 1ip a daisy dnin of dumn~· COft:IJ)llnie,J to l>l!JIJll)org 

lhc tu bill wtil it e:ndcdu.p at a "bunout"' tom.pan)•- one thal went bust right b(forc I.Jt.S. agent£ 

Jbov.~ up nt the door. Mer c«:11 bnkruptty, a new daisy chllin mu (onn.-d. •rofunbcr c:on6>und tbc 

tax mm, flO~ of t!w.: dummy com1,a11i4"!$ W(fl! incoq>()r3l.00 in P:man .. ,, wlere J(Jn:a.o t:oasu~! a 

resic:leoc(-, a pbonypa.s.spon, attd, hetlaime:I, a friendly rapport "'ith Presi:l.ent Manuel Noriega. 

Bttawe Galleon }»,id no taxes, it was able to undtrsell the coapetithn; soon, e>.'tn nam~braod fillSlg 

ua1.ioas lih Texaco 11.ncl Chevn>n 11nd Sli.tll V\'e.l"e 'l'.'titot•i.n.g Qtlleontanl:t1$-•f~r dar\. torlo.o 

cbims that fr~ drew .u much a, t too m.illi«i &on. the ope.r.\tion. 

(.\-~•un,liCldnw.n to l'\Ul tho .,....cotiooa and. fond off oo.,..petitirm- "'lll thomt.Wldov.,. Dll«lod." 

torizz., saysO\-er the phone. Ioritto and fl'an~ ha,-e bttn Mne too frienilySUltt thefonntr joU'IN! 

the "'i1Jll'S5 program irl 1984 ud !;Cl in motion I.ht (,.,1!llbl ie-adi1t3 IO F'r:.,n:aoo's oo,,,,r:.n. •He Wll$ 

atwa)'S thre.ar.:~oina DE!Ol)le and throwiog his w~ia:ht arouod." Iorix.roasS('1'1J.. "lf it ""'""'t for bis 

fat.her, who ..,'all a rt:al old g,e11g.<Jter and lough t10nof 111 bid1, Mid,11.el wouH ha,'ebttn hunted down 

like ,1 dog and whipped." 

Yei forii:l.lo is the fiNI 10 admil th.at Fr;Uctef;e tool: a number of"briU~1n1'" SICJlS 10(.:Xp;:llld tlw,: 

opera lion. The most important was his decision ill 198Jtocombine fol"<'t'S\\itb a~· <'<lmpetitor. 

~lich~I Marlcowiu, 11 rntmberof tl.eSIC)(:alkd 1;:attern Bloc; Mdl•, "'~ ()t>tnlled a SIL* am simi)11rto 

tortz:zo·s. Mlrt.owtz SttmOO lrl11m.1Clilted b)· 1-"'ra.rucsc. Ud agre,ed tot.be soauer tnd ofa 15~25 spilt 

(In 1989, with 1:-r&11.1,e$t b ngO'll't of the picture, ~Urko\\it,: wiushor dead lehindthe wheel of his 

11.ih"f:r-aud ~nueroon Rollf:1,RQ)·et. n.e n1urtfor tu1in't been 90h'lld.) 

~rlln~ and loriuo 31,ent theS" 1~r()fll~ lll, .. hly. •we Md y11c;l1t3, w,e had jtt 1>la11ii3,• lc:xit:tJO ~tis. 
Tbty 111.:,o bought o $3,50.000 ..-.obik home in Florido., v,1.ctt th~ ga, bu,ux.,.., wo, boo1uil:i.5. l V1·M 

I.here, in 1983, dun Jira~ foind«l Miami (;old, a m0\'ie-prod1»ction COl'IJ)3.nyth.at bund,:red so~ 

of Calk.-ou's profits. tl,ougb i1$ origuul Pl.U'JX1$1C wu toe.pandtheColorub, bunil>'• pr'C9Cucti.n the 

film irdU5tt)'. Fr.\NKO had alrH.d)·chbblod in tht ~ tHdo ~, u OXOClth .. prodUCff o( 

.\fou$0ft:um, • low·gnw)uh(~..T fll'..11luring.11elf-d,Jrochd rnii:istcr ~herjc)eGortner. Bitlen by the fihi 

bug, ftil.JlZC!,i! put op rooocy for SC\'t'ral more pictu.res, illcludiog Sarag~ Sr«n,starritg B,,mo\iC 

toddeM. Linclll llbW'. MiMn.i Gdd's fi~ 11.ndon)>• ~ut'tion "M IO'l'(;lhts dtlte Citv, • teen-1,1n1 

mw;i.w. To 001i1111rn,or.a1.e the launch <>f lltc: m~<l0m~1r. }iiami Beacllgave F'railZCSC the kt)'S IO 

the cit)• an4, in an act of ucruciating irony, made b.im u booora1y JX1lice 40mnt.i;sjon«. 

Knighf.3 pl'M'ed a di3aster at the box offiet), but 1:-nnui,e would ne-.'f!r regnt making the pict1re. lior 

ll1e brc:ak•dancin,gtinale. tJle dircctorOcw in a c.a!ifc>rnb. trou.,e calkd O;uoc Machine, featuring 

nineteen-year-old Ca~•Garria. Sbt made an instant impression oo her futurehusbl!nd . .,I was 

$.ittir~b)· 1.!1" pool "·h_h Fnlnkte 8odyShop,11nd T i,e,en Ounrny,• he n:ulb, •Al,d shee11UV!I rny ")'fl. 

But l sakl, 'ftankk, you tnow ••bat? I gotta Sta)' away from that kid. That noooo::it toot lD ber-sbe·d 

b<nmbl<.' " 

f'ra.nuse's \\hlr}wDd of ictivirits bad not gone Ullllotiad by liwenfurcemnt,. but the boom landed 

fint o• Torro;c), wh., in 1984 wu oonvkted of rn11H and \Ore (nud ,o:I intil',:state 1.nin.qiort.11lion of 

~ Jep propo:ty. k, lori.uo ,,,weito:d xn1ti1<iu15, Pnm.l.lt'.x ~WIK!"\'OU.,.. •1 .,.o.:, comi.11,& to grip, with 

tJ,e fad thlll, loolr., tJ,eg,1)1S fn-e l1urichd 5101Jnds-he jusl coulc.ln't do jail tinte. Plus, he w~ meaL:.• 

So. FrlllZ.C&C N,YS, be encouraged Ioriuo totly to Pan.un~ with his pklny iusport. NoCh.ing more, lut 

•• Jol'UN) toD, thettory, the mob.iol'-. . bit ffl(IN M ... y .hudodi '"'J'hoytoek my IOfttO f.'nmzoN'• 

omce. And Fr111~ told n:t}' SJon, 'If your flit.her don't do the ~11 lli1ig, wi' r,e gc:inn11 1ca1 )'Ou.'• 

loriuo djd tra,t l to P11n~n1a Cily, on his pnlo·11te jtt. But hi., &1ay was cut 8110rt wheri two unideutifitd 

locals kidnapped him a.t gunpoint and. put him on a plane to Miami, He anived into thewcloaming 

llrtn!I of F.UJ. &,eel'lt Oan l..)'On& tori:uo claims he hM M iffl ,..ho lm.na,pcf!d hll'I or w\y. J'h.ino. 

11.appcn stra_aae in P:i_n.1.1M,• bi:<,lOnclOOes. 

~"rllntffle, ne,, ·ty n~rriedto Cn.111my, ll'aS 300n 11i1 with i.nclictmentll from tle Slat,. of •1orida 31'1d tli.e 

SrooJ.l)n stnke folC(l, bue<l b(lilvUyon tonuo·s gr,1,nd)\lcy' tcs1llnOnJ, f'raUcsc amcndttt<I ti Mia.nu. 

but then federal agents brougbl him ,p to~""' York to face feba>' eharg~along ,,itb eight members 

of his C'Z"(,""', includ.Sig Fnnldc tody ~op, f-r:1.nl:,ki c., :rnd l,.oub: Ft n1,o1. 
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Prosec;utc:mi, gavtt\·idei,ce that I~~,...~ a tl1re11t tq sociely. 111,ey d1imtd lhat be had 11m,_ng,d 

lor ,1,ooan~titor in tM "uto le,uin.t bw:irieu tobc hit O\~r tti.e h~d ¼ith.,, h~,er. ,1,n,d v.uoed" 

l~ nd\c'-~.1 Cc:>mmercial(;orp(rrarion empll)!,-ee, who WM p~uring him ,c:, repay a l01n to Nck ofr or 
Fr.u~ would •C'Ul bis heart ouL • ll "~.u also disclOllOO t1m SoW&y Fm:tc&e't U()•110o.sclGC varote 

offi-:-r, Jirw. Steil\ had ~ i,'fd Jin mon.}TIOUS *th th"l'~t o-.-.T the phone only two (bys a.lter Sonn_}• 

wJU ordertd t>.cl to j11il and l t i<:hae1 h11d00nfro,1li:'d !ih:,in outlide the«IU.r1nx>m. ~t wtrt nOlile to 

nose,"' Stein ttt'a!ls todl)'. • And be used «rtain profanitic,:-'$CU.11.bag,"prick,' and 'fucldng V'm.an' ­

to e~ llis {fflin.gs h!lwl!ll'<l m,.. ~ Sh~• t:wJ,f~ <.."h~ m.M of 11)8.S, i;,,.n~w,.,N!m"ni:le<l"it.hlJ'1t 

b,ail, 

!kb.ind bau for th.e fmt lime, Frarucx begtu1 ~ o.»e-» bis tbo.m:-e,, and tbeydid 1)(( looki(IOd. He 

e,q>l.ained lo CanmlY I.bit ifbe wt"! I(> lri11I 1rnd lo$t he could bet1t-.11t 11p for at lea,t twen tyye,.r.,. In 

Marth 1986. f'r~ muck a pk• ~in: htwou.14 a«cpt a to •ycartcnn in the Brooklyn ea&e ~ 

nine in 1hc l11orida caoc, to run concurrcatly. lie •YOulcl payt4.7 million in ckil pcrwlrico b)• 

IM1uid.n -in3a n111• ~ r d proJ:(!ttie1J, in,eludi1)3 lk lw>u;;ci iu lrool.'\ill-O b(:longi113 le> his fi rl;I: " i fo, 

:\taril. The U.S. JO'l-emmeot ,..,'Ouktalso acquin the' J"Vlts to Kni.Qhn o/tht Cty. 

ln additioa. Franicae ~ to Pol)' S10 million in rcKitu.ti<m, HeproJ)O&Cd to rai&c part of the money 

by molcin.g11 510w.,dUMk·album deal for /1:nighu Md ,ctti,ng up a h.utW)--ca.r lcu-i.Q&operatlon UI 

HtnnQSa lll-acb. wbk:hC&Ju mr "v:ikl learn to run. Ill. order to S)U(orr:utlaese LaSl.s. Frai~ 

suggested that hf be lei out cl jail for the three months befcn his sentencing and l:ept u~r 

,un<eiU11_1,oe ii) 11 oondoon Wi4hi~ nouloM1-rd in I..QCl, A~4 N11111n1ny, ht: W(N.1)d pay lh')CX]>e.11i,e3of 

the t:.S. mushalJ guarding bim.. Flash "'ill \iciory iothe plea bargain, the Brookl)'D strikt fora: 

ooni,ented to the plll_n. 

Jt would prove an emb&rrassnent. Jbe NS(: r-erv.s team of Brian Jloss and rra Sih>enn.a.n U d been 

!olkn\·h\3 fran~•, eo~pade, in lh~ g.qbu,l1'1l'U. 11tey ntnw.d him adllfnguound l,.<,11/f Angel~ In 

his Clldillat: Eldorado, ,,,;th tl,c ma.rshals craili.ng bcltind. Atone point, the marshalsd.rO\"toff for 

lunch tmd left Fnn1bk urw.11er1dcd f<>r fi.?ie,et, 111inuli:$. \\lhien tl1i:1 roo1ege tl})peared 0-11 thee,'1:-lting 

n,ew~ ~1 got a &u'll.jng ftieltng; Fl'anz.c&e ays. HIS iatcwu &ea.loc.t wben IC w;u ll&o teamed th.le Ile bad 

gi\-e11. the t11.anhl:ls $8,(>()0 in bad dled:s. f'l'aJU.eee ~ sent bad:to jail. 

B)•eul)' 1987. hewassmingb.isuntence at Tmninal Islacd. a mediWJ11-'S«Ul'ityfe:leral 9risonin 

S.n 1tdr<),CalifomUI. Ht folXld pnl()n life 11\0rt 1)111n b.earabl~k \\X>d:ed Qa clerk at1clt}11i1'tin 11n 

al.racond.ltionro ctt\c,c llnCl procureci a tek\isklo ftomlbc atllkdcdepartmcnt. 

SllOrtl)' bi...-krrc t1i$ oorlfi:M!ltW,1l, F'ranZ!f!SChad t.:;ld ~n!C. d~ioru; wtb Bn>Ol.,lp1 S1.rib ~forct IM!ad 

Edwml McDonakt. A charismatic bmter basketball pJa)-er. McDonald ·11:as \re man who had wrung 

cxl(:riieratio11 fn,rn Menry l l ill, and Ill!; Ciln 1:w, ~ -• 1•l•)i.ng hi1~1f in the linal minutes of (;ood.Fdla'#.. 

) t ci»na.ldbopcd be COUid gct. f'ta.nztse to rou O\'l"r , but thc Co!Oabo capo insisted be bad nodcs:i.rt to 

~ a erwemme:nt ,.;tn~. 

·11itn, ~ me 1not1tl~ l11t.tt, ~•.a.1. ~ nti in Chic;ag.o notitd a relat.io~hip hei"~n 1-1,m~ 11.nd !'.orby 

WJ1ltM\S, who h .-J>~nrd t6 beunde im~g:i.ti.on. Tn ~:t.rly 1988, l'r:t.n~ w;u ~=rtM to,11 ,:~ 

m~ng p1tee in IUin,oi., for II t~e-i·t@te ,.;th (:hieag-o U.S. momey An1on 1 ·ony· Valulw. 

Hett""'aS a man quite different in temperamem from the bud-asses in Brooklyn, scmeone f'tanz.es,e 
could <Ital with. \'aluk.u ex1>laintd th•t iff'rlln~ 11ve,ec:I IO 1~1ify 11.191in~•-Wah.it.rs he wculd 11~ 

~fcDon;,.ldto n,c,ontmend ~ ::,:,,ntca«- red uction. rnn.- d,e,cklodto t ;t.l;c up \ 'iluk.u's offtr. • n)•that 

Jioin!, I had m11de up 111)' rnind tlllll I w~o11! oftlte lije,• be$1t)'ll. "So I didn't hav~ a nmrat 1>rob)i;m 

\ \ith tmif)ing. Mr probkm was. I didn't ~•if I was gon.u likcm),ct.· 

Hi$ .,,,min&•® to r~ti~• l.lSICUrwJOO tbe Orgau illf!d Crin,t aa.c.l R..1(W(-cri.113 s..-etk>u of theJw;rM"' 

Oeparune11.t in W~on, and l!.kOonald wv ord~ to renew taJ..b.,.itb rr~ to tJ)· to e,et him 

to*ip' 11 c«>1~ion 11gn!,_;mv:nt. F'rlat1n:.fltdid11't Jilce,Mcl)c;tiald, , nd ti-II!; negoti•tio113 dragged on 

inCOJ1clush'cl)' for wec-b. Thffl Mc-Donald had an inspiratkn. "Wt stuck him io a oo.mt)· jlil in ,ome 

jert.v,:ncr eown i.n nirll} llliMi:,.." he rcr.J1lk:I, lau.ghina, "lier.-;·:, thi,nw,jor mllfio:Jo &om New Yotil 

gctlillg d>«:ked out b)• 1llJ these )(JV." l(Wtlp(:ll)' I.b k.'\'\."'$, The IM:Xt <lay WU \\'b C.J; WC 11(.'g;OtiaH.-d i l1 

earms.t: In Ma)' 1989,a month afttr Notbr Wa1tel'$ ,-as f01nd guilty, t'ra.nz.ese set iis naJne to !he 

!llc.l)on.11)d dc;fend3 thcagn,enen1, 11rguing th.at Jir-an lll»e h•d M li:tl~~Ol~~-rleft t03Cn'C 1100 tNlt 

lie IH.S pul bi$ Life in jcoP&fdr, He also pndi<:lli lhal Fian2ae v.'ill be COllll)tUl'd. to \CS.tit)' ill U1e 90• 
e.aU.ed v.indO'\'eMe, filtd shottly before R'ante9e·s agreement e,cpittd; Ge.DO\fft" boe:.! vint,ent · me 

public bowing projects. 

Franz,c;s,cagrccs !hat ht maybe u~ to testily in thc\\'ino®wcasc. Bu.Lhe.idd& &l)·ly. ,~11 ha,~ to 

see what h,ppeiu. 1bey had me abilit)' toc:all me in ti.e Rit;gi eut, Md 1 ne-.'E!' got to the stand. So I 

don'l ~now." 

N otsurprisinglr. Franzicse a.ad bis long--sufferio,g mother ha,'oC budr $p0kcosintt be gOl out 

ofpri.,M. · t enjO)' thedisunce between us,- ~ Sll)'S s.impl)•. •·or A v.ilile, Olmltl)'pra)'ed for tt 

rcooucibt.io11, She alwa)'$80t a)ous famous>,, "it1>S0n111. wbop,-e lier pa.ta n--c.il)CS 11,· 

phone front prison. And when she tint met'nnl, •sbtwas asswtttasetn be," Cammy says. But then 

wOC'd(;ll..mtb11d,: lhld ·nn• Wti calli1~ ht:r 11 "dirl•1>001 Mexi;tln 1.>cmb$J-:,JI.• Now the thinQ it'i \iesl to 

k-aw Tina a.Jont:"Shc's just not a titt person. .. 

As for Tina, she h.u a tbeory about why ter aongra,i .ated toward his wife's bom --again C\3ngelism. 

"~iidlae-J lttdtdto cxctl,'"' sbcsays. · and ma)tc it's btrtinghi.m !hat ht couldn't bandlc what be 

ch~ H o ti>t i n 11> tr(lu l)14 riibt •'\~.• 

"Tbcll'S rlgllt. Hceouldnot C1!C it. so he ti.l;s to IOok (Of a bdle~•al)Jc cause. Tilal'S ID)' Cllilltmill (<:d ing.. -

Captured: 26 October 2023, 18:06:23 
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T ioa Franzese may butrUggling to get by, but it ap~ars ter son is do:ngall right, although be 
chi1113 th.Ill h il! 1\\V lnuryCl:'rs 11r.i lta.i,e:,d. OrM IIQll!Oe f11.mi.li11.r ,,,il.h IQ h<.I'~ oon6m111 tbat i~ 

bzs a mul:ct ,alu(' of S2.7million, and says that F'rilllZCSI! isqllictly purclwing it thro~ a 

lea~option. 

lncleecl~ if l'rantdte b11t outJQX,ed the criui nal ~t,em, he's made 11,111\JM>lute tnon1c-::y out of the ci,·il 

di~n. The gow:mmmt dots not appear to bi,'t' coUtttcd mochot the $4.7tnillion he°"'~ in 

f(UtC!!l,tUrt$: the rlght$ TO Kn{!)ltt.S OJtlte Qly J)l'O\'td \\'01'hll;S8, and Mam fraf17,t$f! Sl:111 Q\\l'IS her nom,, 

iu Brook,;i!k!. As for Fnu:test'li n"'Slilulio:a, I.he l,R.S, bas n"'Cei\l.'<111otliilg. · ttc owes me 10 million 

bucb-1 h,_ve:o'tgotten a pellll)'," A)-S an tR.S.. agent 

Mt.u.wbilt, the moocyf'raozcse rolde in the bootleg gas 9Cam has ne,'tr bten accounted for. ·1rs 

gon~· ne iuys. -where:010 1, go-i>nt on a <mer says t.any1011~. Fra11~ rewneo lll3C he ht<S no 

foreign buk aooowns.but lcri:w> n."Callsthat 'be wou.ld We our private Jct. Oy to lite Cl}man 

!stands and £urcpe, and stash morey. lt's been well iln-ested and sheltered: Ka)' Jerm}n has bk 0\\11 

(heo1y. "'Kac,wi.11' h~ J~u.llt)', J-., wou1cl h;mi t<.> kt"A:p 11 do~ 10 horn,~. I tl1ink h't prubd~)' bu rite() 

in the grouod somepla(C. Littrally. With taleunt pov,Ur on it, to l:ttp it from going bad." 

Frru0.."SC ~d alnmUmWi.'<l b)• t11etpe,culalion. E,1:.11 tOOtd& arKI fuill)'. lie adnliU;. are wrc lle iS 

wortll milli:>ns. Well., he says, the)'11 just ~,-e to waitWltil 19<)3, ,,:ben,because of tAe statute of 

llmlttlic)n~ he 011 110 lon,ser bedura,~ ••Ith l)(J'jUl)'for lucving 1ut)fled tn 190,() du1 lw. had 110 

hiddtoassets. ~But until tbattime, I\'t'tcldthtgoremmem, 'Ifpm find it,OOClleil.lXlgct n:• 

For I.Ow. Ftw~ wailbl lo 'oft>rk a1 building up bii; film ooiup,1,11y, CammyCo Productions. He tw; a 

c:oupleof scripts in de\"'lopmen~ including a tl!iny-Plte tmtment he urote wnsd', about prison 

lif¢. A.nd lflhe 11111\·f.e bn1nt'A'Jl c~n't work o ut, lw,11 flnd 11.11ot.he1 w•y IO¥UJ1pc,n hit (11_1_11D)\ ,iul~ he 

,·ows, returning 1C> crime b not an option. ''l'U o:.."Cr ere: bad( hitb dltsegu)-s," he Sil)'S. •l'rc stiU got it 

in me. I'm still a stree1 guy. I'm lt,-ding v.it.h )Vu-tl1t.re'-s times I get tcn1pt,ed lo Clt"8 the line. lut so 

f,u J b..lt't'll't. An4 hopd\i.Uy. lt tm.uga 1''011:. out »r me. I n.:,u h1U. -

Fredric Dannen 
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