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40 years later, fallen cop's son renews 

Phillip, a cop who was shot dead at Hartem's Nation of Islam Mosque in 1972. Above, 
demonstrators and police scuffle the day of the shooting. Photos by Reinhold Matay, AP 
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TODD CARDILLO was just a 
year old when his father was shot 
to death inside a Harlem mosque 
nearly 40 years ago. 

No one has been convicted in 
the murder of Officer Phillip Car
dillo, a married father of three, 
even after police officials prom
ised in 2006 a renewed focus on 
the case. The trail has gone cold. 

Now an effort to honor the 
fallen cop - renaming the street 
in front of the 28th Precinct sta
tionhouse where he worked - al
so has come up empty. Fear, red 
tape and a Community Board 10 
moratorium on street renamings 
have brought the project to a 
halt, the Daily News has learned. 

"All these years later, in reali
ty, no one is going to go to jail for 
what happened to my dad," said 
the 39-year-old son. "But this is 

something that would give us a 
little bit of happiness, an ac
knowledgment that my dad did 
the right thing." 

Officer Cardillo answered a 
bogus 911 call on April 14, 1972, 
reporting a cop in trouble inside 
the Nation of Islam Mosque 
No. 7 on W. 116th St. Cardillo, 
who was white, was shot and 
died six days later. 

Fearing street unrest would es
calate to a race riot, Mayor John 
Lindsay and then-Police Com
missioner Patrick Murphy let 16 
witnesses walk out of the 
mosque without being inter
viewed. 

One suspect stood trial, but 
there was a hung jury. Then Lou
is 17X Dupree was acquitted dur
ing a retrial. 

The murder has long been con
sidered one of the darkest days 
for the NYPD, but it hurts much 
more for a son who knows his fa
ther only through photographs 
and stories. 

"He died doing his job and do
ing it the right way," the son said. 
"But with the coverup and all the 
controversy, it was all brushed 
aside." 

Last spring, the Cardillo fami
ly gained a valuable ally. 

Deputy Inspector Rodney 
Harrison, the commanding offic
er of the 28th Precinct, got in
volved. He was the first person 
from the Police Department to 
approach the Cardillo family 
about renaming the Harlem 
street, on Frederick Douglass 
Blvd. at W.123rd St. 

The family was thrilled, but po
lice sources said Harrison's su
pervisors were worried that mov
ing forward without the blessing 
of the members of the mosque 
might ignite racial tension. 

Harrison has told mosque offi
cials and community board mem
bers about his plans to rename 
the street. He even passed along 
to Community Board 10 more 
than 2,700 signatures collected 

by officers from the NYPD and 
other police departments in sup
port of the renaming. More than 
200 Harlem residents also signed 
a document of support. 

Deputy Inspector Kim Roy
ster, an NYPD spokeswoman, 
said Harrison and mosque offi
cials were planning a sitdown. 
Royster said there's no reason to 
believe the mosque would op
pose the renaming of the street. 

Still, it wasn't clear when the 
moratorium would expire. 

Community Board 10 would 
not comment, but a source famil
iar with the issue said the morato
rium was put in place while the 
city Department oflnvestigation 
probes an unrelated street nam
ing that may have involved crimi
nality. 

Todd Cardillo is hopeful but 
taking a wait-and-see approach. 

"What happened to my dad 
should be remembered," he said. 
"And it shouldn't happen again." 

rparascandola@nydailynews.com 
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Colombo 
boss, 93, 
sentenced 
to 8 yrs. 

BY JOHN MARZULLI 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER 

COLOMBO UNDERBOSS John 
(Sonny) Franzese could be out of 
prison for his 100th birthday with 
time off for good behavior. 

The 93-year-old gangster was 
sentenced yesterday to eight years 
for shaking down strip joints and 
a pizzeria. 

Brooklyn Federal Judge Brian 
Cogan said he was troubled at 
handing out what could amount 
to a life sentence - though it was 
less than the 15-yearmaximum. 

But Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Cristina Posa said he deserves it. 

"He has never held an honest 
job for a day in his life," Posa said. 
"He's essentially lived as a para
site off the hard work of others by 
shaking them down." 

"He is largely responsible for 
the glamorization of the Mafia 
over the past century. For him to 
die now as a criminal in jail is not 
an inappropriate response to the 
lifestyle he lived." 

Although he was never convict
ed of murder, Franzese told an in
formant he had participated in at 
least 60 gangland killings. 

The informant taped Franzese 
instructing him on how to get rid 
of corpses: dismember the victim 
in a kiddie pool, then cook the 
bones in a microwave oven. 

Three years ago, when Fran
zese found out his son John Jr. 
was an FBI informant, he con
sidered whacking him, FBI agent 
Vincent D' Agostino said. 

John Jr. wasn't killed and went 
on to testify against Franzese last 
year, helping convict him of rack
eteering and extortion charges. 

Another son, Michael Fran
zese, a former Colombo capo, 
said the betrayal compounded the 
pain of the sentence. 

"I've forgiven my brother be
cause I have to and still love my 
brother, but I despise what he 
did," he said. 

During the sentencing, when it 
was his turn to talk, the elder 
Franzese grumbled: "What am I 
gonna say? I didn't get a fair ... I 
nevergotarulinginmyfavor." 

Lawyer Richard Lind quickly 
covered the microphone with his 
hand and said Franzese was done. 

Franzese's estranged wife, Cris
tina, 75, who is feuding with his 
daughters and grandchildren, did 
not attend the sentencing. 

"I'm going to die soon, and 
Sonny's going to die soon, so how
ever he comes out of jail, he 
comes out," she said. 

jmarzul/i@nydailynews.com 
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