
. 
• 

U.S.~ OPEN A31 

.Wheezin' and breezin' ·; 
■ Serena gets pushed, 
then Venus romps 
as both advance 
BY JOHN JEANSONNE 
john.jeansonne@newsday.com 

Williams-sister double fea­
tures may feel thoroughly famil­
iar at the U.S. Open by now, 
but Friday night was a remind­
er of recent divergent plot lines 
for the siblings. As in the first 
two rounds of this yea.r's tour­
nament, Venus cruised, and Ser­
ena had to huff and puff a bit. 
Literally and figuratively. 

Venus, seeded 12th, whacked 
No. 21 seed Alona Bonda.renko, 
a 23-yea.r-old Ukranian, shortly 
after the eighth-seeded Serena 
survived against No. 27 seed 
Vera Zvonereva, a more experi­
enced, 28-yea.r-old Russian. 

Venus' match, a 6-1, 6-2 deci­
sion, lasted a mere 58 minutes. 

Serena needed 1:59 to com­
plete a 6-4, 7-6 (4) test. 

Two months since claiming 
the Wimbledon title - her 
sixth major singles crown -
Venus looks sharp and eager. 
Serena, eliminated from the 
Wimbledon quarterfinals and 
kept out of competition since 
then by a bad thumb, appears 
far from the form that won 
January's Au_stralian Open, 
her eighth major champion­
ship. 

Further, Venus has allowed 
herself to be a bit more perky 
publicly, compared with Sere­
na's sighs of apparent weari­
ness. Part of that, Venus said, is 
personality difference. "When 
push·comes to shove," she said 
of her younger sister, "she 
shoves." 

Venus' play has been fresher 
and her confidence higher, 
with her saying she wants "to 
take that experience from Wim­
bledon and bring it right here. 
I've done it a couple of times; I 
want to do it again." She has pa­
raded out her new line of ten­
nis gear, "called Eleven," she 
said, "because it's a step above 
10. A step above the best." 

Serena, on the other hand, la­
mented, "I don't think I've been 
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Serena Williams needed nearly two hours to top Vera Zvonareva, 6-4, 7-6 (4), In the first of a William doublehead r. 

Saturday's featured matches 
Arthur Ashe Stadium Shahar Peer (18) 
Play begins at 11 a.m. Stefan Koubelc vs. James Blake (6) 

Agnieszka Radwanska (30) vs. Louis Armstrong Stadium 
Maria Sharapova (2) Nikolay Davvdenko (4) vs. Nicolas 
Thomas Johansson vs. Andy Almagro (28) 
Roddick (5) Feliciano Lopez vs. Donald Young 
Roger Federer (1) vs. John Isner Martina Hingis (16) vs. Victoria 

Night session Azarenka 
Play begins at 7 p.m. Anabel Medina Garrigues (31) vs. 

Nicole Vaidisova (13) vs. Svetlana Kuznetsova (4) 

practicing the greatest." Frus­
trated? "Not as frustrated as 
my other two rounds." Happier 
with her play? "I don't know if 

I'm happy; I'm happy I wa abl 
to come through. I don't think I 
played well at all." 

It didn't help her di sposition 
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ATP chair: We're ahead of curve on gambling 
BY JOHN JEANSONNE 
john.jeansonne@newsday.com • 

The chairman of the men's 
professional tennis tour, bris­
tling a bit under cross-examina­
tion regarding a gambling inves­
tigation, Friday insisted that his 
organization "saw this coming" 
and that "we've been ahead of 
the game here; we're way 
ahead of most governing bod­
ies on this." 

Etienne de Villiers, appearing 
at a morning news conference to 

promote the Association of Ten­
nis ProfessionaJ's future schedul­
ing, said suspicions regarding 
No. 4-ranked Russian Nikolay 
Davydenko, who withdrew from 
an early August match with a 
foot injury while some $7 mil­
lion in wagers was being placed 
on his underdog opponent, were 
being examined with due speed 
and efficiency. 

"Every single rumor, we in­
vestigate," de VilHers said. "We 
live in a society where we don't 
cut people's hands off when we 

suspect omething. We need l 
be fair, thorough and c mpr -
hensive. People's reputations 
a.re at stake." 

De Villi rs to k excepti n to 
an Italian reporter's skepticism 
of de Villiers' clai m that a com­
prehensive ATP system of edu­
cation, investigation and puni­
tive action long has b n in 
place yet "no player ver has 
been sanctioned under ou.r pr -
gram," de Villier said . 

''Thank you for your pinion," 
de Villiers snapp d. H said 
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