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Despite accord, conflicts loom 
■ Hours after agreeing 
to legislative agenda, 
Spitzer and pols spar 
over his push for 

Spitzer, Dems celebrate successes 
c mpaign finance law 
BY JAMES T. MADORE 
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ALBANY - Crowing about 
recent ucces cs, top state 
D ·mocrats turned their pring 
gathering here yesterday into a 
pcp rally, with ,ov. Eliot 
Spitzer dcclaring, "We arc win
nin • bcc-1use we arc right." 

Addressing the conclave, 
Spitzer joked that as he 
wat lwd th • Legislative Cor
r pondl•nt Association's sa• 
tiric show "Springtime for 
Spitz •r" last w •ekend, he 
mikd - while thinking he'd 

find out who titled it and 
"gl't tht m." 

"The metaphor, however, i 
right for thi party," h • said, his 

buildings, insert more nutri
tiou • fond in schools, legaliz • 
gay marri'1g • and bolster abor
tion rights. Th· final two ar • 
nppo cd by Republican sena
tors, who inst :id have focused 
on I •s cning th • property-tax 
burd n . nd called for the death 
penalty for killers of police. 

R •publi ans hav controlled 
th• Senate since 1939, with the 
•xc pt ion of on• year, and now 
hold n 33-29 edge ov r Demo-
r:its, who hold th Assembly 
ind the gov •rnor's offk •. 

Later, Spitzer said h had no 
pl'rsonal animosity toward 
Hruno hut wouldn't h sitate to 

tone turning earnest. "There 
are new candidates coming 
onto the field just like new flow
ers blooming. We are looking 
at things afresh and we know 
the best. easons are ahead." 

He also promised a new 
drive soon to improve the 
state university system and 
cited further property-tax re
lief as a major goal. 

The appearance came one 
day after he said he was pre
paring to endorse Sen. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton for presi
dent. The Associated Press re
ported that he promoted the 
MonJay event in an e-mail to 
supporters that included a re
quest for people to donate fur
ther to his political fund. 

criticize him or other GOP sen
ators publicly on campaign fi
nance. "This is the first issue 
on my agenda list, and I will be 
traveling ... [and] I will be 
h •ard," Spitzer said, flanked by 
good-government groups. 

The freshman governor was 
mor conciliatory in the morn
in, at the first of what are ex
pected to be seven public negoti
ating sessions with legislative 
l aders. He urged them to con
centrate on matters on which 
agreement could be reached be
fore the legi lature adjourns 
June 21, such as campaign fi
nance, business development 

Ready for his zoo debut 

Born at the Bronx Zoo on Jan. 5, an unnamed male Indian rhino walks with his mother, Ella, on 
th grounds of th zoo yesterday. The young rhino is set to make his official debut this 
w ekend, just in time for Mother's Day. 

At a hotel in nearby Colo
rue, Spitzer left it to other up
beat party bigs who had ad
dressed the party meeting to 
mention Clinton and tick off 
recent partisan gains. Assem
bly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D
Manhattan). for example, 
hailed Sen. Charles Schumer's 
prominent role in the new 
U.S. Senate majority, Rep. 
Charles Rangel's ascension to 
House Ways and Means chair
man, and Clinton's presiden
tial candidacy, as well as the 
swearing-in of Spitzer and At
torney General Andrew 
Cuomo, aJI this year. 

But Dave Pollak, downstate 
co-chair of the state Democrat
ic Committee, warned that 

and building more power plants. 
Spitzer didn't mention gay 

marriage or abortion, despite 
championing them for weeks. 
But he raised combating 
human trafficking of immi
grants forced into prostitution 
and servitude to pay for their 
passage to the United States, 
and using genetic data to con
vict or exonerate criminals. 

The lawmakers didn't de
lete a single item from 
Spitzer's agenda but added 
about a dozen more. They 
also suggested expanding his 
children's nutrition initiative. 

Bruno and Assembly Speak-

"success is very fleeting" -
and recalled how the party's 
strength going into the late 
1980s crashed in the '90s as 
the party lost the governor
ship, the New York City may
oralty and other seats. 

He spoke of making New 
York a thoroughly "blue" 
state and working to win all 
races against Republicans -
and ensuring that the decline 
that occurred a decade ago 
does not repeat itself. 

June O'Neill, the upstate 
co-chair, said the state party 
will parallel national Demo
cratic boss Howard Dean's 
"SO-state" strategy by carry
ing out a "62-county" plan in 
New York. 

er Sheldon Silver (D-Manhat
tan) urged nixing some of the 
hospital closures and mergers 
recommended by the Berger 
Commission and ratified by 
lawmakers; nine facilities on 
Long Island are affected. 

"I totally agree that Berger 
should not be the end-all and be
all," said Silver. "I don't believe 
it is too late" to overturn the rec
ommendations, he said. To do 
so would require a new law, 
subject to the governor's veto. 

Spitzer countered, "I don't 
think the Berger Commission's 
recommendations will be re
versed or revised." 

Mobster, 90, 
back in jail again 
THE. A::,SOCIATED PRESS 

A 90-year-old Colombo crime 
family leader who rubbed el
bows with celebrities including 
Frank Sinatra during lus mob 
heyday was arrested yesterday 
for associating with known 
mob ters, his fifth parole viola
tion in 25 years, the FBI said. 

John "Sonny" Franzese was 
arrested when he appeared for 
a regularly scheduled visit with 
a probation officer, said Jim 
Margolin, an FBI spokesman. 

It was the fifth parole viola
tion for Franzese, who was jailed 
for three years after a November 
2000 meeting at a Starbucks cof
fee hop in Greenvale with three 
Colombo family associates. Be
fore that, he spent two years be
hind bars after federal agents 
watched him enjoying a bowl of 
spinach soup with mob associ
ates at a Great Neck restaurant. 

Margolin had no details this 
time on where Franzese had 
violated his parole. 

Franzese was being held in a 

Brooklyn jail and was sched
uled to appear in court next 
week. He did not have a law
yer, Margolin said. 

Despite his age, Franzese re
portedly ascended to Colombo 
underboss two years ago after 
family boss "Big Joey" Massino 
was convicted of racketeering 
and became a federal witness. 
Massino, who spent 14 years 
running the family, became the 
first sitting mob boss to flip in 
New York. 

But Franzese was involved in 
organized crime Jong before 
Massino's ascension. He was a 
fixture at the Copacabana night
club, where he often spent time 
with Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr. 
and singer Jimmy Rosselli. He 
also had a financial stake in the 
legendary porn movie "Deep 
Throat." 

Franzese's parole restric
tions continue through 2020, 
when he would be 103 years 
old. It was unclear how much 
prison time he might face on 
the parole violation. 
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