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Some athletes can't get 
enough of the fun and the glam
our. A former bookie knew sev
eral ballplayers who loved play
ing in Southern California 
because they could hop on a 
plane after a day game, spend 
the night in Vegas and return for 
the following night game. "I've 
seen some unbelievable nights," 
says the bookie, who now lec
tures Major League Baseball 
players about gambling at pre
season seminars. "Guys leaving 
$200,000 down, guys winning 
$100,000. What's $50,000 when 
you're making $12 million?" 

Casinos in Las Vegas, Atlantic 
City and elsewhere want a cut 
of those big contracts, and they 
keep track of which players sign 
big deals, then tempt them with 
outrageously lavish gifts. 

"The casinos want a shot at 
their money," says one host who 
caters to big-name athletes with 
credit lines between $50,000 
and $7 million. "We provide 
$10,000 worth of chips just to 
come in the door. The casinos 
know these guys will spend the 
$10,000, and then spend a lot 
more than that." 

Comps are based on a com
plicated formula known as the 
theoretical: the average bet an 
athlete makes times the number 
of hours he plays times the 
house advantage. The house has 
a substantially better advantage 
at the roulette wheel, for exam
ple, than at the craps table. 

"They don't want the guy to 
go away angry. They want to 
keep the customer happy," the 
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■:j@■;ujm;• ..... Jardin Is center of attention at caeurs 
Pllace. He repartecly bets up ta $15,000 a hind at bladclaCk tallies. 

host says. 
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Many of the taboos surround

ing gambling and sports are as 
outdated as tight shorts in an NBA 
game, some critics insist. 

"I think major league sports are 
a little too high and mighty," says 
Logan, who points out that legal 
bookmakers alerted authorities to 
the 1993 Arizona State point-

shaving scandal. "Gaming is now 
a very legitimate business. You 
have to be squeaky clean. I think 
UIS Vegas does way more good 
for the country than it gets credit 
for." 

Gamblers could buy the 1919 
White Sox because 80 years ago 
ballplayers didn't earn much 
more than their fans. "The 
salaries provide a check and bal
ance-they didn't have back then," 

Bartkowski says. 
But experts believe that 

because athletes have been 
trained to take risks and keep 
competing even in the face of 
mounting losses, they are winer
able to compulsive gambling 
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"Athletes need oompetition -to 

prove their self-worth," says Ed 
Looney, executive director . of the 
New Jersey Council on 
Compulsive Gambling. 
"Gambling is a way to keep score 
off the field." 

The NFL, NBA, NHL and 
Major League Baseball forbid 
their players and coaches from 
betting on their own sports. In 
preseason seminars, league offi
cials tell their players unequivo
cally that gambling can only dam
age their careers. 

·"They understand what our 
preference is, but we do not man
date they avoid UIS Vegas," NFL 
spokesman Greg Aiello says. 

Neither does the NBA. 
Baseball, meanwhile, is so wor

ried that gambling could compro
mise the national pastime that it 
posts an agent experienced in 
organized crime issues in Las 
·Vegas, says MlB security chief 
Kevin Hallinan. 

All those freebies the casinos 
offer high rollers will be used in 
later sales pitches, Hallinan says. 
"If you value your p~ why 
would you allow them to build a 
file on you?" he tells ballplayers. 
"There is no such thiog;aa a.J,tee
lunch." 

Athletes who blow their money 
in casinos, Hallinan adds, risk 
their reputations, endorsement 
contracts, even their careers. 

When Jaromir Jagr slumped at 
the start of the 2000-'0l seaaon, 
critics blamed his taate for gam
bling. Jagr was a frequent guest in 
the late '90s at -lhe~ MGM 
Grand and Baily's casinos, and 
reportedly had a $500,000 line of 
credit and private baa:arat table 
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Gamblers who can't pay their 
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Bclrldey ~ an embaml8Bing 
encounter ~ef, ,his $78?,000 
suw Bowl wiq :do.tbabbiots 
w~en Mandalay Bay fired its 
sports book director for taking the 
bet eYen though Barkley did not 
have a sufficient line of credit. 

• Athletes .who bet with illegal 
bookies face even more trouble: 
They are NadonaiJed for confi
dential locker room information 
or asked to ~ points. "I knew 
if they didn't pay me, I just had to 
make a call," ~ former bookie 
says. "Their careers, would 1>e • 
over." 

Even in Vegas, the champagne 
often goes Oat and the bill ~ 
due. "After a while, it's like quick-
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