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Off and Running 
■ NBA playoffs: Kings can't find a way to stop 
O'Neal, who scores 46 points as L.akers respond 
to Jackson's prcgame motivational ploy with 
impressive victory. 

STILL A 
PROBLEM 

Sacramento's 
The lord of the rings w::is not subtle, and Chris Webber 

did not want to be. was a 10fce from 
The ring was not subtle, either-huge, 

diamond·studded and almost too bright to 
behold-but when he showed-it to them, it 
communicated everything Phil Jackson 
wanted the Lakers to feel and desire on 
Sunday in the minutes before their playoff 

the moment 
Sunday's game 
began iind no 
lakefseemedlO 
have an answer 

for him. 
Page9 
MAJOR 

MISTAKE 

journey was set lo begin. 
Look at the ring he earned as coach of 

the 1998 Chicago Bulls' NBA championship It was all down• 
team, he told them. hill IOI' the Kings 

. This is why you play. a1te1 Chris Web-
Now, get one for yourselves. ber picke<l up 

on;'!; tk~~e~~f n;0:h:i~t:r~=i~\~;~~ ~:~t::;~:f~1 
117-107, before 18,997 at Staples Center on technical foul. 
Sunday to kick·off their first-round, best-of- Page 9 
five Western Conference series. 

But, with Shaquille O'Neal (who tied his playoff career
high with 46 points) ruling the paint and the Laker defense 
holding up against the King offensive onslaught. the No. 
I-seeded Lakers started the postseason looking every bit the 
prohibitive favorite to win it all. 

And lo fulfill a promise to the lord of the rings. 
"He said he was going to keep on wearing it throughout 

Please see LAKERS, Page 9 

Lakers Show What 
Playoffs All About 

Ji 
JIIANDL 

W ith all of the expectations 
placed on them by everyone 
from the Vegas oddsmakers to 

their hometown fans, with Portland and 
New York eking out victories on their 
home courts and the Spurs going down in 
the Alamodome, this was just what the
Lakers needed. 

They needed a fi nal minute that 
included featured fans heading for the 
exits and Shaquil!e O'Neal heading to the 
sideline and a congratulatory handshake 
from Phil Jackson, not a finish filled with 

pressure-packed free throws. 
They needed a IO-point victory despite allowing the last 

four points of the game. They needed a Ch1rk Hearn 
refrigerator special. 

They needed to produce some evidence to the Sacramento 
Kings that a Lakers victory in this series is as inevitable as 
Shaquille O'Nears name being engraved on the Most Valuable 
Player trophy. 

BY TH( 
NUMB(R~ 

46 
Points for 

Shaquille O'Neal, 
tying his career 

high in the 
playoffs 

28 
Shaq's age 

0 
Number of NBA 
championships 
won by Michael 

Jordan before he 
turned 28 

.732 
Phil Jackson's 

winning 
percentage in the 
playoffs, the best 

in NBA history 

14-28 
Sacramento's 
record on the 

road this season, 
the worst of the 

16 playoff 
teams 

10-3 
Laker record in 

first-round playoff 
games since 

Shaq joined the 
team (1996-97) 

7-10 

If the Lakers messed around, if they let Sacramento drag 
this thing out until the very last possession, the Kings could 

Please see ADANDE. Page lO 
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Chris Webber and his King teammates couldn't stop Shaquille O'Neal, who scored 46 points in Laker win. 

Laker record in 
firstround games 

in the four 
seasons before 
Shaq joined the 

team 

Effects 
9f Piggie 
Indictment 
Far-Flung 
■ College basketball: Financial 
ramifications for schools such as 
UCLA come into focus as case 
unfolds. 

By LISA DILi.MAN 
and SCOlTHOWARD-OJOPER 

Christmas came early for JaRon Rush 
in 1996. 

There was S300 for homecommg at 
Pembroke Hill High. Halloween? 1\vo 
hundred dollars more. Then some spend· 
Ing money, S150, for a weekend in Law· 
rence, at the University or Kansas. What 
appear to be minor details or a Kansas 
City, Mo., teenager's social life are at the 
heart or a high-profile federal case 
against former summer-league basketball 
coach Myron C. Piggie. 

An 11-count indictment charged that 
Piggie, a former janitor and a convicted 
crack dealer, defrauded UCLA and three 
other institutions by paying the players. 
thereby endangering their amateur st,i· 
lus and eligibility. 

The alleged scheme started with 
Piggie's payments to some of his sum· 
mer-league players, which would make 
them ineligible for college scholarsh1ps. 
By undercutting the players' amateur sta· 
tus, the scheme allegedly defrauded the 

Please .1tt PIGGIE. Page Ii 

Dodger catcher Todd Hundley tags Cincinnati 's Dante Bichette out at the plate. 

Dodgers Having Run on Fun 
■ Baseball: L.A. continues torrid hitting with I 1-3 win at 
Cincinnati for first three-game sweep there since 1988. 

By JASON REID 

CINCINNATI-The Dodgers appar
ently have something good gmng be
cause even Carlos Perez has J(lined the 
fun. 

The shaky left·hanrler did his part 
Sunday afternoon and benefited from 
another big offensive show durmg an 

11·3 victory over the Cmchmati Reds 
that comJ)leted a thl"ft'"game swa-p. 

The Oo<lger~ i.wept the Heds m a 
thr('('-game SC'rles at Cincinnati for the 
first time since 1988, poumlmg Red 
pitchers m thf' proces~. Tht>y h,1rl 37 
hits and ~on"CI 36 runs, milking things 
ilJ)J)!'areasy 

The fin,tl game was business as 
usual-and a forgettable Easter expen· 

ence for many among 29,124 at Cinergy 
Field. 

.. Top to bottom. this lineup is produc
tive," Manager Davey Johnson said af· 
ler the Dodgers' 1,000th all-time victory 
against the Reds. "Thirty-six rnns 
ag;iinst this 00.llclub is very productive. 

"We got gocxl pitching and we 
Jumped all over their staff. It's Just a 
real good way to start a trip " 

The Dodgers S('Ored their most runs 
during a three-game series since pro
ducing 38 against the Color-.1do Rockies 

Pleaw see DODGERS, Page 6 

Angels 
Come Up 
Just Short 
■ Baseball: They are shut out 
in unlikely 1-0 game against 
Devil Rays, who get lone run on 
an error. 

By MIKEDiG IOVANNA 
Tl\t~SUH \\'RITTM 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.-A 1-0 game 
between the Angels and Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays Sunday seemed about as im

probable as a rainout at 
AILING Tropicana Field. 

Hal~;•F~me The previous five An-
gel games featured 100 
runs and 136 hits, 24 of 
them home runs, and the 
Angels and Devil Rays 
turned Tampa Bay's 
domed stadium into a pin
ball machine Friday and 
~turday, launching sev· 
era! baseballs into the cat

pjtcherNolan 
Ryanunc.iergoes 

emetgency 
double.bypass 
surge,yafter 
e1penenc,og 
cttestpa,os. 

Pate4 

walks near the roof and weanng out each 
other's pitching staffs. 

But Sunday was a day of rest for the 
offenses. Tampa Bay right-hander Dave 
Eiland got the better of Angel right
hander Jason Dickson, as the Devil Rays 
took advantage of an Angel error in the 
fifth inning to score the game's only run 
for a 1-0 victory befort' 15,601 at 1'rop1ca· 
na F'ield. 

Eiland, makmg his first ~tart after five 
relief appearances this season, kept the 
Angels off balance with ,1 mix of smkers, 
sliders and changeups, giving up three 

Plea~ ,;ee ANGELS, Page 6 

I HIGHLIGHTS I Rill OF HOPE: Fonner lRL driver Sam Schmidt is 
still adJusling to life as a quadriplegic after accident 
in January. Page 3 

NEWSWIRE: Thousands of fans forced their way into 
an overcrowded soccer stadium in Liberia, leaving 
at least three people reported dead. Pace 3 

SUTTON AGAIN: Hal Sutton beats playing partner An· 
drew Magee by three strokes to win the Greater 
Greensboro Chrysler Classic. Pac- 6 

·( 
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GOU' ROUNDUP 

N.C. Victory Gives 
Sutton More Green 
From A.wx:ialtd Prtsf 

A two-shot swing at the 
15th hole gave Hal Sutton 
some breathing room and he 
beat playing partner Andrew 
Magee by three strokes to win 
the Greater Greensboro 
Chrysler Classic Sunday at 
Greensboro, N.C. 

It was Sutton's second tour
nament victory in a month, 
having held off Tiger Woods 
four weeks ago at the Players 
Championship. 

On Sunday, he held a one
shot lead over Magee with 
four holes left at Forest Oaks 
Country Club when he made a 
lo-toot birdie putt on No. 15, 
while Magee bogeyed. 

Sutton shot a 71 to finished 
at H-undef'1)M Z75 for the 
13thvictoryofhiscareer. 

The $540,000 first-place 
prize moved Sutton to $2.3 
million, making it already his 
beat year on the tour. 

It's the fifth time in his ca
reer he's won two tourna· 
men ts In a season. 

Sutton really won thill event 
in the first two days, going 13 
under and building a big lead 
when he shot a 64 Friday. 

Magee also shot a 71 Sun· 
day to finish at m. Magee 
hasn't won since 1994, but has 
seven second-place finishes 
since then. 

OODGER REPORT 

Mark Calcavecchia and 
Dudley Hart lied for third, an
other shot back. Caicavecchia 
shot a final-round 6.5 to make 
a 1.l.te charge. Hart had a 70. 

Magee pulled within one 
shot as he escaped with a 
drive into the right woods on 
the par-five 13th hole. He 
parred as Sutton bogeyed. 
Sutton his a sand wedge from 
98 yards over the green into 
deep rough, chipped on and 
two-putted. 

Magee's troubles at No. 15 
started when he hooked the 
ball off the tee into the left 
woods. He punched out into 
the fairway and was actually 
15 yards closer to the green 
than Sutton. But his approach 
shot from about 120 yards 
came up short of the green. 
while Sutton stuck his shot 
close to the pin. 

Magee's first pitch was 
eight feet short and he missed 
his par putt after Sutton had 

f~tf~~e~~~~u~e0;;~~~~i~ t~! i... .... ...11-. .. ,_...,,_ 
Hal Sutton reacts as he sinks a birdie putt on 15th green. cup. 

□ 
Larry Nelson finally got rid 

of a second-place rut With one 
of the best final rounds in the 
history of the Las Vegas Sen
ior Classic. 

Nelson shot an eight-under 
&4 at the Tournament Players 
Club at Summerlin, playing 

the final five holes In five un- tied for the lead with Bruce 
der to win his first event of the Fleisher at 11 under, made 
year on the Senior PGA Tour. birdies on Nos. 14. 15 and 17. 

The win ended a streak of He also had an eagle on the 
three consecutive second· par-five 16th to finish at a 
place finishes. tournament-record 19-under 

Nelson, who began the day 197towinbyfiveshots. 

DODGERS 
Malone Dialed in on What 
Elster's Contributions Mean 

Continued from Page 1 
at Coors Field from June 29 
through July 1, 1996. Cincin· 
nati hadn 't given up 36 runs in 
a three-game span since 1981 
and hadn"t allowed this many 
in a series since 1969. 

yet," said Green, who went 
three for four . .,That's a great 
sign." 

Holding fonn, the bullpen 
did its job well. Matt Herges 
pitched a scoreless sixth to 
push his consecutive innings 
streak without allowing an 
earned run to 12. 

Shortstop Kevin Ebter re
ceived a phone message in his 
hotel room Sunday that sur
prised and pleased him. 

General Manager Kevin 
Malone called to congratulate 
him on his perfonnance, and 
to thank him for his contribu
tions so far. Malone ended the 
call by wishing Eisler and his 
family a happy Easter. 

Eisler, 35, has experienced 
many things during his long 
career, but Malone's kind ges
ture was a first. 

"I mean, my general man
ager called to just say thanks 
and happy Easter, and that 
doesn't happen," he said. "I've 
been a lot of places, and rve 
never gotten a call like that. 
... It makes you feel good." 

Eisler, who had the day off 
Sunday, is batting .:llO (12 for 
40) with five home runs and 12 
runs batted in. He hit three 
homers April 11 against the 
San Francisco Giants to help 
ruin the opener at Pacific Bell 
Pa<k. 

His grand slam Friday from 
the No. 8 spot capped a 9-2 
victory over the Cincinnati 
Reds in the series opener. He 
has protected the Nos. 6 and 7 
baller& better than Manager 
Davey Johnson anticipated, 
and Johnson expected plenty 
from Eisler. "He ei ther gets a 
walk or hi ts one out," Johnson 
said, somewhat jokingly. 
'TPitchers) know it's going to 
be easy facing our eight hole. 
He just keeps going and go
ing." 

Eisler said things couldn't 
be going better. 

ANGEL REPORT 

'Tm happy about the way 
I'm playing and everything on 
the field, and the way the or
gani1.ation has treated me has 
been great," he said. "When 
you get a call like that from 
your GM, it Just really makes 
you feel like you're part of a 
family:· 

□ 

Pitcher Chan Ho Park said 
the blister that forced him 
from Saturday's victory won't 
prevent him from making his 
next scheduled start Thursday 
against the Atlanta Braves at 
Turner Field. 

"It's good," said Park, 
whose middle finger was cov
ered by a bandage. "I don't 
think it's too bad now." 

"When you put up as many 
runs as we are, it makes it 
easier on everyone,"" said first 
baseman Eric Karras. who sin
gled and scored. "We got into 
their bullpen, and that's what 
made the series for us." 

The Dodgers broke the 
game open with eight runs in 
the sixth, sending 11 batters 
to the plate. The Reds helped 
with two errors, a passed ball 
and wild pit.ch, and Shawn 
Green capped the club's big
gest inning of the season with 
his third home run-a two-run 
shot to left-center. 

Todd Hundley started 
things earlier with a second
inning homer batting right

The right-hander pitched • handed, something the switch· 

five innings in the 16-2 vie- ttim~a:;~e dil~~~:%/~~! 
tory, leaving ~ause blood New York Mets. 
filled the blister. Team trainer The two-run blast to left off 
Stan J ohns1on drained Park's Cincinnati starter Ron Villane 

~~~te~a~fte~~ ~at:;o~~ [;;~, g!~~ t~:e~:~ a tr2;i~ 
problem since. again. Hundley's previous 

□ 

Kevin Brown·s bullpen 
session Sunday went fine, and 
the right-hander is .scheduled 
to be activated from the dis
abled list Tuesday. 

right-handed homer also came 
against the Reds. 

Perez (2-1), who gave up 
two runs, struggled in the 
fifth-his final inning-and 
nl'eded help to escape a jam. 
Green provided a boost. 

Brown worked in the bull- The right fielder nailed 
pen with his pinky finger, still Dante Bichetw at the plate 
healing after being broken, With a perfect one-hop throw 
sealed lo his ring finger with a to Hundley. ending the inning, 
substance called Dermabond preserving a 3·2 lead and add
to help st.abilize it Johnston ing another downer to th!:! 
said Brown might pitch with Reds' miserable weekend. 
his fi ngers bonded against the "It"s a good sign when we're 
BravesonTuesday. scoring a lot of runs and we 

-JASON REID haven't really hit our stride 

Mike Fetters was perfect in 
the seventh, and Orel Hershis
er, recently bumped from the 
rotation. gave up only one run 
in the eighth after facing a 
one-out, bases-loaded jam. 
Closer Jeff Shaw pitched the 
ninth in a non·save situation. 

"Carlos threw the ball well," 
Johnson said. "He pitched [in 
relief Wednesday), so I fig
ured if I could get five innings 
out of him, that · would be 
enough. I had a fresh bullpen, 
so I could give some guys 
work today. But Carlos really 
did a good job." 

Perez had been dejected af
ter briefly being optioned to 
triple-A Albuquerque earlier 
this month, and skipped in the 
rotation during the first home-
st.and. He changed his attitude 
on the trip, saying he accepts 
his situation and will do his 
best in whatever role the club 
gives him. 

He was in a great mood 
Sunday morning, playing and 
laughing with teammates be
fore taking the mound. The re
laxed approach suited him 
well against the Reds. 

Perez gave up nine hits. in· 
eluding a solo homer to Alex 
Ochoa in the fifth. He had 
good command, striking out 
one without a walk while 
throwing 50 strikes among 78 
pitches. 

"It's like I said, 'Whatever 
they want to do with me, 
that's not a problem,' " Perez 
said. "If we keep playing like 
this, we're going to be great 
all year:· 

Adam Kennedy Is Extra Hard on Himself 
There was no consoling 

Adam Kennedy Sunday. It 
wasn't so much that the An
gels' rookie second baseman 
committed a fifth-inning error 
that allowed the Devil Rays to 
score the only run of the 
game. It was his at-bats in the 
third and fifth innings, when 
he failed to knock,.n runners 
from second base with two 
ouu. 

"l just made a bad throw [in 
the fifth}, but that doesn't re
ally matter."" Kennedy said. 
"If I get a hit with a runner in 
scoring position twice, we 
would have won. We only 
needed two runs. I had two 
chances, and I messed those 
up, too." 

Yes, it's safe to say that 
Kennedy ls pretty hard on 
himself. All he did in the An
gels' first 18 games was hit 
.338with seven doubles and 15 
runa batted in and .407 with 
runners in scoring position. 

And what Sunday's box 
soore won't show is that, with 
Daria Erstad on second base 
and two outs in the third in
ning, Kennedy hit a hard liner 
right at right fielder Dave 

+ Martian. 

And with Erstad on second 
and two outs in the fifth, Ken· 
nedy ripped a one-hopper 
toward the middle that Devil 
Ray second baseman Miruel 
Cairo had to make an excel
lent play on to stop. 

"Adam smoked two balls 
with runners in scoring posi· 
tion," Manager Mlke Scloscla 
said. ''They were right at peo· 
ple." 

Kennedy's throw in the bot
tom of the fifth was not right 
al people. After making a nice 
play to sc oop Kevin 
Stocker'• roller near the sec
ond-base bag, he elected to 
make an off-balance throw in
stead of stopping lo set his 
feet and fire. 

Whether Kennedy had time 
to gather himself and throw 
from a more stationary posi
tion is open to debate, but to 
Kennedy. the question was 
moot. His throw pulled first 
baseman Mo Vaughn far off 
the bag, allowing Stocker to 
reach sa fely and J?red 
McGriff to score from third. 

"I chose to throw on the 
run, but I've msde that throw 
before," Kennedy said. "I 
should have made a better 

throw. Maybe next time I'll 
plant and throw on a play like 
that .... It just goes lo show 
you that whether it's early in 
the game or late, one run 
could be the difference." 

□ 

Angel shortstop Gary DI
San:lna, on the disabled list 
since April 9 because of a 
bruised left thumb, expects to 
be in the starling lineup to
night when the Angels open a 
three-game series against De
troit in Edison Field. 

In an effort to stay in shape 
and prevent stagnation during 
his time on the D.L., DiSarci· 
na underwent rigorous condi
tioning workouts on the field 
during batting practice and 
i'ode a stationary bike and did 
several lower-body exercises 
during games. 

DiSarcina also tried to 
simulate game situations in 
in-game workouts, such as 
running from first to third on 
a treadmill. 

"It was good to be mentally 
stimulated as opposed to eat
ing sunflower seeds on the 
bench," DiSarcma said. "It 
definitely helped the time go 
faster." 

D1Sarcina's loss was eased 

by the more-than-adequate 
play of his replacement, Benji 
Gil, but for a moment Sunday 
it appeared .Gil might replace 
DiSareina on the sidelines 
with a left thumb injury. 

Gil lost his footing while at· 
tempting to dive for Mike DI
Felice's single to left in the 
seventh inning and landed so 
awkwardly that the glove 
came off his left hand. But Gil 
said he only jammed his 
thumb a bit. and the injury is 
not believed to be serious. 

□ 

The Angels finished 4-6 on 
their trip through Chicago, 
Toronto and Tampa Bay, a 
journey that included just 
about everything-some great 
pitching and some poor pitch· 
Ing, some outstanding hitting 
and some quiet offensive 
nights, some solid defense and 
some suspect defense. 

"I saw some positive 
signs-we got some well
pitched games in Chicago and 
started to !'Aing the bats in 
Toronto," Scio9cia said. '"But 
any time you play 10 games 
on the road and go 4-6, it's not 
somelhlng you're particularly 
satisfied with." 

-MIKE D1G!OVANNA 

PIGGIE 
C.Ontinued from Pare t 
schools. Beyond the $35,500 in payments 
to the players, the indictment said Piggie 
defrauded the schools, which gave out 
nearly $100,000 in scholarship money to 
athletes who were ineligible. AB the 
Piggie case unfolds, it has become appar
ent that there could be further financial 
ramifications for the schools. In particu
lar, UCLA could be foreed to forfei t as 
much as $66,600, a portion of its earnings 
from the 1999 basketball tournament. 

Earlier, the federal investigation 
sparked an NCAA probe and the suspen
sions of several players. JaRon Rush of 
UCLA paid the biggest price, missing 24 
games and returning shortly before the 
tournament Now, the investigation
which also affected Duke, Missouri and 
Oklahoma State-and Piggie's upcoming 
summer trial are fodder for law .schools 
classes around the country. 

Legal experts have differing opinions 
on the merits of the case. Drake Univer
sity Law School's dean, C. Peter Gople
rud lll, called a criminal prosecution 
based on interference with an athlete's 
amateur st.anding .. flimsy." 

But a former feder-ctl prosecutor, Peter 
S. Spivack, said: "It's definitely a viable 
theory. . . You've got a situation where 
the schools were laying out real !J10ney." 

U.S. Attorney Stephen L. Hill Jr. de
clined to discuss the case with The 
Times. A spokesman for Hill, said the re
fusal was because of a Times commentary 
in December 1999, which was ''very dis
paraging." Hill's office also did not return 
phone calls to The Times for the com
mentary. 

Hill, in announcing the charges at a 
news conference April 13 in Kansas City, 
said: 'This is not a case of $50, a pair of 
shoes and a prom corsage. He [Piggie) 
paid these players with the expectation 
that he would be paid later." 

The alleged payments were at least 
$35,550 to five student-athletes. One of 
them. Korleone Young, a second-round 
draft choice of the Detroit Pistons In 
1998, bypassed college. Of the other four, 
Rush received the most money ($17,000), 
according to the indictment. 

"Everyone knows it wouldn't have 
been touched if it didn't involve sports 
and college athletics," said Spivack, who 
is now at the Washington-based finn of 
Hogan and Hartson ... It's as clear as a 
bell." 

Said Goplerud: .. I was chatting with a 
colleague today about this. We're con
cerned about a U.S. Attorney who doesn't 
have anything better to do than to go 
looking for ways to prosecute people who 
have tampered with collegiate athletes' 
eligibility." 

This road has been traveled before 
with a different twist. In 1989, the Justice 
Department charged agents Norby Wal
ters and Lloyd Bloom with racketeering, 
mail fraud and conspiracy, accusing them 
of signing collegiate athletes to pro sports 
contracts before the expiration of their 
eligibility, defrauding seven universities. 

The athletes signed documents certify
ing they were amateurs, and their con
tracts were postdated, so they could re
main eligible. 

Walters and Bloom were found guilty 
after a five-week trial, but the conviction 
was overturned on appeal by the U.S. 7th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 1990. 

"Part of the problem in Walters [case] 
was the prosecutor was arguing that the 
use of the mail was central to the scheme, 
and the court was very dubious of that 
because they found it was unlikely that 
Walters would even know that the uni
versity would use the mail," UCLA law 
professor Steve Derian said. 

In regard to Piggie, the contact and 
payments were made before the athletes 
were enrolled in school. The cash pay
ments, sometimes packaged in Nike shoe 
boxes, were made secretly to the players 
and Piggie developed cover stories for 
the players in the event the NCAA 

ANGELS 
Continued from Page I 
hits and striking out two in six innings. 

Relievers Jeff Sparks-one hit in two 
innings-and Roberto Hernandez-hit· 
less ninth-completed the shutout, only 
the second 1-0 game in the American 
League this season. 

Dickson was every bit as good as Ei· 
land, spotting his fastball on both comers 
and effectively mixing his curve and 
changeup for seven innings, giving up 
five hits, striking out six and walking one. 

Dickson also ended a string of four 
consecutive horrible starts for the Angel 
rotation, which was roughed up for 30 
earned runs in 16½ innings. 

"I don"t think he could have pitched 
any better," Angel Manager Mike Scios
cia said. ''You can't expect Jason to do 
any more than he did." 

Dickson couldn't help but note the 
irony of Sunday's game when compared 
to his la!t start, when he gave up four 
runs in the sixth inning in Toronto Tues
day but won because the Angels backed 
him with 16 runs. 

"I was talking to (fellow pitcher) Scott 
Schoeneweis about how some days you're 
bitter because you don't pitch well and 
you take the win," Dickson said. "I said 
that two or three week.s down the road 
I'm gonna lose, 1--0. I didn·t expect it 
here, in this park, with the way these 
teams were hitting." 

Dickson breezed through the firat four 
inningS, allowing one baserunner on a 
walk to Fred McGriff In the second. It 
was only the second walk Dickson has is
sued in 25½ innings this season. 

LOS ANGEUS TIMFS 

learned of the payments, according to the 
indictment. 

Rush mailed his national letter of in· 
tent, as did the others. The indictment 
stated that Piggie mailed or caused the 
mailings of letters of intent from JaRon 
Rush, Kareem Rush and Andre Williams 
to their respective schools, and he en
gaged In an interstate telephone call with 
Corey Maggette. 

Later, the player& also submitted "false 
and fraudulent Student-Athlete State
ments" to the schools, certifying they 
had not received paymenl.s to participate 
in basketball. 

"Here the focus on the letter of intent 
is arguably different,"' Derian said. 
"Whether it will make a legal difference 
to the court that ultimately considers it is 
uncertain. It's more plausible, given the 
i:S~!.em the 7th Circuit had With Wal-

The final damage to UCLA probably 
won't be known for months. The Bruins 
already lost four games by four points or 
fewer when Rush was out, had to go with
out a key reserve/ potential starter for 24 
games, and now may be foreed to forfeit 
thousands of dollars over something for 
which they were not held accountable. 

The last unresolved iSBlle is whether 
the school will have to repay money 
eamed from the 1999 NCAA tournament, 
because, unknowingly or not, it used a 
player who, it was later found, should 
have been ineligible. It does not matter 
that UCLA said the first it heard of pos
sible violations related to Rush was nine 
month& later, at which time Rush was im
mediately suspended. 

According to NCAA bylaws, "When an 
ineligible student-athlete participates in 
an NCAA championship and the student
athlete or the institution knew or had rea
son to know of the ineligibility, the 
NCAA president may withhold" a portion 
of the earnings. 

On Jan. 11, Rush admitted that he 
knew It was against the rules when he 
took money from agent Jerome Stanley, a 
charge Stanley denies but that the school 
and the NCAA accept as fact. Stanley 
made four $50 payments to Rush in a 
parking Jot at UCLA during the 1998-99 
academic year. the indictment said. 

At stake is a portion of what the Pa· 
cific 10 said Is the $74,000 for the Bruins' 
one game in the 1999 tournament, a Joas 
to Detroit Mercy. The rules include a cap 
at 90% of that amount-.vhich would be 
$66,600-but others familiar with recent 
cases said the trend is for the NCAA to 
usually go with about 45%. 

UCLA must first submit its report on 
that matter, separate from the work it did 
on Rush's eligibility case. There is no 
timetable for completion and, according 
to the NCAA, no deadline. The 
Championship/ Competition Cabinet, 
which oversees such matters, is nert 
scheduled to meet in July. 

Beyond that, despite some vague refer
ences in the media to the contrary, the 
Bruins said the indictment has not 
prompted a new NCAA investigalion. 
Athletic Director Pete Dalis, seeking 
clarification, spoke with NCAA vice 
president David Price and confinned 
there were no plans to reopen the Rush , .... 

''There is nothing new whatsoever," 
Dalis said. " ... I knew there was no is· 
sue there. It's not a matter of saying 
we're happy that nothing is going on be
cause we knew there was nothing going 
on." 

Piggie remains incarcerated becalllle of 
threats against potential witnesses. His 
attorney, Kimbt:rley Kellogg Gepfon:I, 
dismissed the threats and said she will at
tempt to have him released this week on 
bond. The trial is scheduled for June, but 
Gepford is expecting it to begin in 
August, hinting at continuing revelations. 

"We deny it (the allegations},,. she 
said ... And we will be strenuously fight
ing it by motion process and trial. He's 
not guilty of any federal offenses." 

But McGriff broke up Dickson's no-hit
ter when he led off the fifth with a drib
bler down the third-base line against an 
infield shift that had third baseman Troy 
Glaus stationed at shortstop and short
stop Benji Gil behind second base. 

McGriff took second on Vinny Cast!l
la's slow roller to the mound and third on 
Mike DiFelice's fly ball to deep right. 
Kevin Stocker followed with a two- out 
roller toward the middle, just out of 
Dickson's reach. 

Second baseman Adam Kennedy 
charged and fielded the ball cleanly, but 
his off-balance throw to first pulled Mo 
Vaughn off the bag. Vaughn leaped to 
make the catch, but Stocker avoided the 
tag with a head-first dive, tapping the 
base as he flew by. 

McGriff scored on the play, and 
Stocker was generously awarded a hit , 
but the official scorer changed it to an er
ror when Scioscia called him to complain 
after the game. 

"Adam will make that play 99 times 
out of 100," Scioscia said. 

The Angels had only ooe true scoring 
chance, when Tim Salmon singled with 
one out and took third on Garret Ander
son's single to right in the fourth Inning. 
But Glaus, who was 12 for 23 with three 
homers and eight RBIs in the last five 
games and hit a 470-Coot homer here Fri
day night, popped to first, and Scott Spie
zio flied to the wall in left to end the in
ning. 

"Sometimes you've got to tip your hat 
to the other guy-he pitched a good 
game," Dickson said of Eiland. ''That's 
baseball. One clay it's 12-10, the next day 
ifs 1-0. But r m not going to complain. If I 
pitch like that, I'm definitely going to Win 
more than I IO&eWlth our offense." 
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■ NBA playoffs: Kings can't find a way to 
stop O'Neal, who scores46 points as Lake rs 
respond to Jackson's pregame motivational 
ploy with impresfilve victory. 

f1t1l~¾!Yat~MI 

1'he lord of the rings was not subtle, and did not want to 

""· The ring was not subtle, either-huge, diamond-stud-
ded and almosl too bright to behold-but when he showed 
it to them, it communicated everything Phil Jackson 
wanted the Lair.era to feel and desire on Sunday in the min
utes befol't! their playoff journey was set to begin. 

Look at the ring he earned as coach of the 1998 Chicago 
Bulls' NBA championship team, he told them. 

This is why you play. 
Now, get one for yourselves. 
The Laken did not win the 200:.> championship by de

feating the Sacramento Kings, 117-107, before 18,997 at 
Staples Center on Sunday to kick.off their fim-round, 
best.of-five Western Conference series. 

But, with Shaquille O'Neal (who tied his playoff career
high with 46 points) ruling the paint and the Laker defense 
holding up against. the King offensive onslaught, the No. 
1-seeded Lakers started the poslieason looking every bit 
the prohibitive favorite to win it all. 

And to fulfill a promise to the lord of the rings. 
"He said he was going to keep on wearing it throughout 

the whole playoffs until somebody knock, us out," said 
Kobe Bryant of Jackson's brief prt!game display, "or until 
we earn him another one," 

PlffS! -1..AKERS, Pap II 

lakers Show What 
Playoffs All About 
With all of the expectations 

placed on them by everyone 
from t he Las Vegas odds

makers .to their hometown fans, with 
Portland and New York eking out vic• 
tories on their home courts and San An
tonio going down in the Alamodcme, this 
was just what the Lakers needed. 

They needed a final minute that in
cluded featured fans heading for the eiiu 
and Shaquille O'Neal heading to the side
line and a congratulatory handshake 
from Coach Phil Jackson, not a finish 
filled with pressure-packed free throws. 

They needed a 10.-point victory despite 

J.A. 
ADAND[ 

allowing the last four points of the game. They needed a 
ChlckHeamrefrigeratorspeeial. 

They needed to produce some evidence to the Sacra
mento Kings that a Lakers victory in this series is as inevi
table as O'Neal's name being engraved on the mon valu
able player trophy. 
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high In the 
playoffs 
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If the Lakers messed around, if they let Sacramento 
P,.ULMORSK I Lol~'nnl drag this thing out until the very last possession, the· 

Chris Webber and his King teammates couldn't stop Shaquille O'Neal, who scored 46 points in Laker win. Kings could take plenty of~~=:~~~ ~:19 

Laker record in 
flrsti'ound games 

in the four 
seasons before 

O'Neal joined the 
team 

Piggie Indictment 
Has Ramifications 
■ College basketball: UCLA could face los.sofNCAA 
tournament revenue as a result of the case. 

Christmas came early for JaRon 
Rushin 1996. 

'There was S300 for homecoming 
at Pembroke Hill High. Halloween? 
Two hundred dollars more. Then 
some spending money, $150, for a 
weekend in Lawrence, at the Uni
versity of Kansn 

summer-league basketball coach 
Myron C. Piggie. The fallout could 
include a UCLA loss of more than 
$60,000 in NCAA tournament rev
em,. 

An 11-count indictment charged 
that Piggie, a former janitor and a 
convicted crack dealer, defrauded 
UCLA and three other institutions 
by paying the players, thereby en
dangering their amateur status and 
eligibility. 

The alleged 8Cheme sl.'ined with 
Piggie's payments to some of his What appear to be minor details 

or a Kansas City, Mo., teenager's 
I sociallifeareattheheartofahigh

profile federal tase against former 

summer-league players, which ~---------------------,-,..-,,~ 
would make them ineligible for col- .....,..Lffl "'--
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Please see PIGGIE, Pa,e 14 Dodger catcher Todd Hundley tags out Reds' Dante Bichette to end fifth l11ning and preserve 3-2 lead. 

AILING RYAN: 
Hall of Fame 
pitcher Kolan 
Ryan under-

WIN · FALL : 
Jockey Corey 
Nakatani is 
victorious on 
&Xolhiseighl 

mounts at Santa Anita, in
cluchng Caffe Ultt.e in Santa 
BarbaraHandicap.l'IOl 15 

Dodgers Still at Full Power 
■ Baseball: LA. continu1> torrid hitting 
with 11·3 winatCincinnatiforfirst 
three-game sweep there since 1988. 

The Dodgers swept the Reds in a th~game series 
at Cincinnati for the first time since 1988, pounding 
Red pitchers in the process. They had :IT hits, includ
ing eight home runs, and scored 36 runs, making 
things appear easy. 

-~t-1t~-~~,~-, 'f-i-1?r-, -------- ta;:~:rS::::!ur:: ~:~;;~1;:~t~: 
nergy Field. 

CINCINNATI-The Dodgers apparently have 
something good gomg be<:ause even Carlos Perez has 
joined the tun. 

''Top to bottom, this lineup is productive," Manager 
Davey Johnson said after the Dodgers' l,OOOth victory 
against the Reds. ''Thiny-six runs agamst this ball
club 1a very produc:tive. 

"We got good p1tdling anti we Jumped all over their 
staff. It'a Just a real good way to start a trip." 

Angels 
Come Up 
Empty 
■ Baseball: Dickson is 
unlucky statter in unlikely 
1-0 loss to Devil Rays, who 
get lone run on error. 

ST. PETERSBURG, r1a.-A 1-0 
game involving the Angels and 
Tampa Bay Devi! Rays Sunday 
seemed about a!I im probable as a 
rainout at Tropicana Field. 

The previous five Angel games 
featured 100 runs and 136 hits, 24 
of them home runs, and the Angels 
and Devil Rays turned Tampa 
Bay's domed stadium into a pinball 
machine Friday and Saturday, 
launching several bageballs into 
the catwalks near the roof and 
wearing out each other's pitching 
staffs. 

But Sunday was a day of rest for 
the offenses. Tampa Bay right
hander Dave Eiland got the better 
of Angel right-hander Jason Dick• 
!IOO, as the Devil Rays took advan
tage of an Ange! error in the fifth 
inning to score the game', only run 
for a 1-0 victory before 15,801 at 
'J'ropicanaField. 

Eiland, makmg his ftnt start af. 
terfive relief appearances this 1ea
aon, kept the Angels off balance 
with a m1:1 of sinkers, 11lders and 

• + 

The shaky left-hander did his pan Sunday after• 
noon and benefited from another big offen!lve show 
dunng an 11-3 victory over the Cincinnati Reds that 
comptet~ a thrte-game sweep. Pleaw-OODGERS,PqeS Pl- see ANGllS. Pace 7 
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