
BASEBALL ScORES 
AMERICAM LEAGUE 
Baltimore 6 Detroit 
Cleveland 6 Anaheim 
Tampa Bay 7 Chicago 
Kansas City 4 Minnesota 
Oakland 3 New Yor1t SPOR1S 
Texas 4 Totonto 
NATIONAL LEA;DE 
Arizona 10 

HAND\' BRUBAKER 
Assm,\.,'t M,1.1;,1<:1.~n ElllTOR, SIS.284-B IJO llit Dt'II lllolntS lltgistrr 

Cincinnati 13 
Colorado 6 New basketbaft league to start New deal for Saints' Ditka Cubs do everytling but Win 
Florida 5 
Montreal 5 
St. Louis 5 
SanOieo 4 
San Francisco 6 

ROUNDUPS o■ Pac• 2S 

ote~~1~agv~ ~~efa~~~~s ~~ :~~~:~!0fl~re 
college students to play basketball. 

Paul McMann and his management team hope to 
launch the Collegiate Professional Basketball 
League as early as next year, with franchises in 
Boston, Chicago, New York and five other cities. Ditka 

New Orleans Coach Mike Ditka signed a new 
contract Wednesday that runs through 2002. 

"It makes me extremely happy because it's what t 
want to do, it's where I want to be and it's the only 
organization t want to work for," Ditka said. 

NFL NOTES on Page 5S 

Sosa hits home run, 
Riggleman and Lynch get 
contract extensions. 

STORt[S on Pace 2S 

, , 
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Indian Hills coach exits, may go to ISU 
■ Terry Carroll 
mi~ht join the 
ISU basketball team 
as an ass istant. 

By RICI BROWN 
KWl~T[k ST.IH' \\'klHM 

After coaching Indian Hills 
Community College or Ottum
wa to 72 consecutive victories 
and back-10-back National 
Junior College Athletic Asso
ciation Dl\islon I basketball ti
tles, Terry Carroll Lq ready for a 
new challenge. 

Carroll, 43, submitted his 

Carroll Smith 
Ames natitie /nrcrestcd 

resignation lo Indian Hills Ath
letic Director Kelly Comad on 
Wednesday morning. 

The school then issued a re
lease Wednesday that said 

Carroll "has reportedly ac
cepted a position as assistant 
coach at Iowa State." 

Conrad also said Wednesday 
that it was his understanding 
tha! Carroll was headed to 
Iowa State, where Larry Eus
tachy was hired last week to 
replace Tim f-loyd. 

Iowa State Athletic Director 
Gene Smith called such re
ports premature. 

"Terry Carroll has inter
viewed for an assistant coach
ing position at Iowa State,~ 
Smith said in a statement re
leased by Iowa State's media 
relations offi ce Wednesday 

afternoon. "We are highly in
terested in hiring him. He is 
one 0£ the top candidates we 
are considering to lill our re
maining vacaucies. Howe•,er, 
Iowa State has not officially 
offered an assistant coaching 
position to Terry Carroll. We 
anticipate having more infor
mation on the addition to our 
coaching star£ in the next cou
ple of days." 

Carroll declined comment 
Wednesday. Eustachy could 
not. be reached for comment . 

Eustachy has already hired 
Leonard Perry, one of his aq.. 

sistants last season at Utal1 

State. Another assistant, St.eve 
Barnes, is a candidate IO suc
ceed Eustachy al Utah State. 

Carroll, an Ames native and 
an Ames High School graduate, 
had a 260-50 record in nine 
seasons al Indian !!ills. Four uf 
his teams qualified for the na
tional tourn.unent.. Carroll was 
named nat ional junior-college 
coach of U1e year in 1997 and 
1998. He has been junior
college District XJ coach of the 
year four times. 

Carroll was inteMewed for 
positions as coach at DrakP i11 
1900 and Nonhem Iowa this 
:spring. 

'"Terry has done a great. job 
here, and I know it's hard fo r 
him to leave," Conrad said. ~11e 
gave it a lot of thought. This 
was a good opportwtity for 
him." 

Indian Hills tied the NJCAA 
record for consecutive vicl.o
ries, 71, with its victory in the 
nat ional semifinals in March, 
then set a standard with No. 72 
in the title game 

Afte r not getting the North· 
em Iowa job, Carroll se1 his 
sight on UCLA's all-time 
record of 88 consecutive vic
tories. Now his successor will 
be the one taking on that 

challenge. 
"I can te ll the new coa ,1, 

:h; t::j~~r h:~;t~h!in~;~•/f;: 
Conrad !!aid,jokmgly. 

Conrad said he had alrea y 
heard from some candidalt's 

"It's arnaz.in,ll how the 11 

work works," Conrad sa■l. 
"The unoffic1ill oJle." ; 

Conrad smd Indian Hills viii 
also advenise its _varanf}' ~n 
the !nlemt"I and 111 The Dts 
Moines Regislt'r. 

"We want to get some 
hired as soon as possible, 
we don't want lo rush it, i
lher," Conrad said. 

Miller's 
victory 
sets Iowa 
record 

That rainy clay feeling hits state tourney . 

North Scott, in a mudslidd 
■ Kurt Miller wins 
No. 14 as I-Cubs 
sweep doubleheader. 

By OAN McCOOL 
Rw1~T1.MS1 .,n· Wk1T1:M 

If there was a question about 
Kurt Miller's recovery from el
bow surgery, now there is no 
question. 

He's fine. Good enough to tie 
an Iowa franchise record for 
season pitching ,ictories. 

Miller imprcwed to 14-3 and 
Marty Gazarek scored from 

third base on 

■ Rain. extra innings 
add drama to softball 
victory over Heelan. 

By JOHN NAUGHTON 
K1.,,1,nkST1n\\'K1Tlk 

Fort Dodge, la. - North 
Scott or Eldridge kepi a sunny 
alt itude amidst ramy condi
tions Wednesday. 

TI1e tnm won a stale Class 
3-A softball tournament first 
round game that during the 
course ortwo clays broke three 
tournament records. 

The ouicome waq a &4 vic
tory ror fourth-ranked North 
Scott against No. 6 Sioux City 
Heelan in 14 ilull11gs at Harlan 
Rogers Park. 

The details included records 
for; 

• Longevily of a game -

4 hours 28 minutes. 
• i lost strikeouts iii a game 

- 21 by North &:ou's Anne 
Hamilton. 

• Most hits in a game -
Nonh Scotfs Lindsay Wood 
with five. 

The game was suspended 
after 12\'i innings Tuesday 
night because o[ rain >Aith a 3-3 
~ore. 

Wednes day afternoon, 
Nonh Scott scored three runs 
in the I.op of the 14th inning 
and held Heelan to a run iii the 
bottom of the iruting. 

"'We were singing 'Walking 
On S un s hin e,' du rin g 
warmups," Hamilton said. 

The longest previous game 
was 2 hours 55 minutes - a 
16·inning game between 
Charles City and Harlan in 
1980. 

Two rain delays iliterropted 

Tuesday's game: One las~d 
abolll 5 mir1111es, the otl•' r 
18 minulcs. A steady do-41-
pour caused the game to 
suspended. 

"'! t's tough when you t k 
about ha\iJtg to stop and 1h'fn 
come back,~ lk"<' lnn Co.2\h 
Ron Dardis said. "That's t<w~h 

:~n:;1:r ~~~1!.r/go~:11;1:£! 
ready lu play." 

North Scott (•18-<1) scottd 
thne runs in the top or Ole 
ninth inning Tuesday. Heefan 
(35-7) t1.cd !t, 3.3, in the bottpm 
of the mmng with a two-out 
rally. 

th:~· w;:: 1u1:~:f~!1~~f~.Jl'.! 
Hantilton said. ·we knew we1d 
win it. It was just a mall~r'.,of 
time.~ 

N. SCOTT Turn ro l'tlS4t S 

, a wild pitch as 
the Cubs beat 
Colo rado 
Springs, 3-2, 
to complete a 
Pacific Coast 
League dou
bleheader 
swttp befora 
a crowd or 
5,370 at Sec 

Rain forces more postponements 
MIiier 
No.14 
---- Taylor Stadi• 
um on Wednesday. 

The Cubs scored two runs in 
tile sixth ilull11g lo Will the 
opener, 2-0. 

Iowa posted its fourth dou
bleheader sv,et'p al ho111e this 
season. The Cubs, who lead 
Omaha by four i,:ames in lhe 
CentrnJ. Division, hu·e won 17 
games in their final at-bat.. 

Miller became the fourth 
pitcher in an Iowa wtlfonn to 
win 14 games, the first in 10 
yeani. In three of the cues, the 
team was the Iowa Cubs. When 
Stan Perzanowski did it first in 
1973, he played for the Oaks. 

Fort Dodge, la. - North 
Iowa of lluffalo Center was 
supposed lO play softball 
Wednesday. Instead, the team 
was in a hotel swimming pool, 
playing with a l>each ball. 

Haili caused suspension of 
the evening session of the state 
softball loumamenl at Harlan 
Rogers Park, 

Six games scheduled fo r 
5 p.m. Wednesday will be 
played at IO a.rn. today. 

"I think we were really ready 
lo play," Nonh Iowa first base
man Jenny Wilson said. "We 
were going to play and then 
watch games (Wednesday 
night), but I guess it changed 
our plans. We ha,·e to get to 
bed earlier.~ "(Tying) the record is neat 

and everythlng, but I think it's 
just. fun for me to get back,• 
said MiUer, a right-hander who 
spent much of last year in the 
florida Marlins system ~ov
ering from Dec. 16, 1996, sur
gery on his right elbow. 

Iowa pitching coach Marty 
DeMerritt said some re-tooling 

Tim team was scheduled to 
play Riverside of Oakland in a 
Class 1-A consolation semifi

BILL Nlll llEHGALIJl'11~ Rt~~sn:~ nal. Two semifinals and four 

Stad1 Enns of Sioux City HHllft shows North Scott's players cele brate a 6•4 ~~~~\~~i'.' games were 
her disappointme nt (top pho to) while state tournament victory Wednesday. "We'll probably just swim 

of r.@ler's pitches tw paid big 
dividends. 

·we revamped his slider to 
match his fastball because it 

"I'll be playing until they kick me out rf the building" 

was like a slunre (a slider-
- Ronnie Harmon 

Fonner lowa llawkeye 
curve) and we added a cunre
ball and he took off; DeMerritt 
said. ~He's tired of hearing me 
getUng on him about being ag. 
gressive all the time. Nothing 
earth-shattering.• 

Dedication spurs HaFmon 
DeMerritt said with more ■ Ronnie Ham1on of 

~~;~0~':~::~;~~!°~: the Chicago Bears 
·Nowheknowshow to pit1:h isn't afra id to work. 

and 'Aith this taken care of and 
proper rest, I think we'll have Bp ION MALY 
: e:~tretty special," De- __ R,_r.i'it~'-"~·,.1~w_ll'_m_t:R_ 

Miller said having a potent 
offense and a good defense 
behind him has helped. 
• •Especially in the first half or 
the season, this team was the 
easiest team to pitch for in the 
world,' Miller said. "Iryougave 
Up lhree, four runs, (Iowa) 
would score eight or nine and 
it was an easy win. It 's been a 
culmination of things.• 

Miller had three strikeouts 
and three walks Wednesday. 
The strikeouts tied his fewest 

I-CUBS Tunt 10 1'~ 3S 

PlauevUJe, Wis. - Dave 
Wanratedt can't believe some 
of the thin~ Ro11nie Harmon 
does on the football field. 

Welcome to lhe club, Dave. 
A lot or coaches, players and 
fans couldn't believe the magic 
Harmon brought to Big Ten 
Conference stadi ums in tJ1e 

'"°' "If you didn't know Ronnie 
Harmon is 34 years old, you'd 
never guess it by the way he 
works and the plays he 
makes," said Wannstedt, who 
Is in his sixth season as the 

C hi cago 
Bears'coach. 

Wanns tedt 
has been Har
mon's coach 
only since 
Dec. 9, 1997. 
That's when 
lhe former lo

H■l'lllff Wa tailback 
1Jth season and wingback 
--- signed with 
Chicago after being waived by 
Tennessee. 

•Ronnie can definitely be a 
fact.or with our team," 
Wannstt.-dt said. "'lle'U be a 
third-down back and a special 
teams guy. That's what he does 
best, and he's still doing lt 
well." 

Hannon, who is in his 13th 
season in the National Football 
LeaJtue, merely shrujijted when 

told or what hi!! coach said 
about him. 

But it was obvious he li ked il. 
Anyone who's been around the 
league as long as Harmon has 
heard a lot of compliments and 
won't block his ears lo a Jew 
more. 

"I'm just a football player 
trying to do the things that will 
help our team," he said. 

That includes things off the 
field. 

Waking up at 5:30 a.m., then 
running a steep hill outside the 
Bears' training facility with 
teantmate Curtis Conway at 
6:30 is one of the ways Harmon 
is fine-tuning hi mself for the 
:ieason. 

·Being in shape is very 

HAIMON T11m w Pu,gc 55 

I Friday: An injury in 
his final c,;legiate 
game 
at Iowa 
kept 
Casey 
Wieg
mann 
from 
being a 
National Football 
league draft pick in 
1996. Two years lat
er, he's the Chicago 
Bears' starting 
center. 

,. 
STATE SOFTBALL and watch movies (Wednes

day),~ North Iowa len fiel<ter 
Krisli Kunz lehen srud. "' I IJ1ink CLASS 3-A 
we'll be ready for the game.• WEDNESDAY'S GAME 

Two games suspended North Scott 6. Sooux Crty Heelan 4 
Tuesday night because of rain ~c;~~etlOll of suspended 1 
were resumed Wednesday TODAY'S SEMIFINALS 
afternoon 6:15 -Fa«11eld(34-15)vs.O. 

"We've kind of been wmr.h- Lincotn {42-31 
ingthe 'A'eather all day," Coach 7:30- Cedar Rapids Jefftt 
B.J. Mayer said. "With our lirst (5).21 vs. North Scott (4 
tournament , we heard they'd ~c _LA_ S_ S- 2--A----'"'-] 

~~n~7r:~~~. ~ e ~~u~ t~~~ WEDNESDAY'S GAME l 
:!fr:·p~inS:~i:yi~t we were aegton (Van ~mel 2. Clear La 

The team has a 16-22 record. 
"I think it's a new ex)Wri

PnrP," Kurtz]Phen said. "We're 

e•w:~1~~~:h:~~::;~~:; ~C~lA~ S=S~ l-~A----+-
anP,VPon rhe weather forecast. 

·we'll see what happens,~ 
Mayer said. "They're talking a 
chanr.e ohain" today 

Today's forecast calls for 
showers and thunderstorms 

--John Naught.on 

Jockey punishe~ 
for interference 

By DAN JOHNSON 
ltt:,:1~TrR Sf\!'r \\'Hl tt.k 

Altoona, la. - Jockey 
David Essman was suspended 
for 30 days and placed on one 
year's probation Wednesday 
after stewards 
ruled he in
tentionally in
terfered with 
w1olher horse 
to help the 
mount that his 
wi f e was 
riding. 

The three 
stewards that bslftln 
oversee ra~- Will uppcal 
ing at Praine --
Mradows stated in their ruling 
that Essman was suspended 
"for willfully impeding the 
horse A\•ie's Lady and at• 
tempting to influence the 

outcome or the July 18 1 s 
Moines Challenge. 

The ruling fun.her asse , 
"'Essman auemph.-d to ii
rnce the outcome of said e 
by impeding 'A\ie's Lad s' 

:re;~~! 'A~~lli~~~e ,t 
Warhol-Essman , a betler 
chance of winning 1he race¼ 

Essman denied wrongd g 
and immediately liled an 
peal. He recel\·ed an injuncin 
so he can continue to ride u' II 
the case is heard by an ad • 
istrative law judge. i 

Essman acknowledged t t 
his mount, lsthataclaim , 
drifted out inlo Avie's La n 
the July 18stakesrace, but d 
that was the mare's dolng, t 
his. 

"I didn't do anyth g 

ESSMAN Tum 10 l'u.i!~~ 
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Ditka signs 
5-year deal 
with Saints 
t"III~ 10.,:!~HM \\'I Rt: ~n,·1,:,.~ 

New Orleans signed Coach Mike 
Ditka to a new five-year contmct, 
keeping him with the National Foot
ball League team through the 2002 
season. 

The agreement, financial terms of 
which weren't released, replaces the 
1hree-year contmct Ditka signed 
when he joined rhe Saints in 1997 

Ditka. 58, is in his second season 

~~~!: ~~t~e: NFL 
~:~;: J:tC:;y ~:~: ~ 
J)ut from 1!:196. 

" I want to be 
here," Ditka said. "I know the 
coaching staff and myself reel we're 
going in the righ1 direction. I really 
believe what we're doing is right" 

,h,o :l ,lllll l'Nj.'l~ 

IHnlt N1nMn of the Chicago Bears is chased by safety Patrick Mannclly during tra ining camp. Harmon is in his 13th NFL season. 

Team owner Tom Benson said: " I 
feel good about what's going on wilh 
th.is club. We're going to win a lot of 
gan1t.'S, but on top of that, I lhink our 
club internally is a lot better today 
10tith Mike Ditka.'' 

Mike Dltka will be with New 
Orleans through the 2002 sea• 
son. Ditkn, who led th e Sai rits 
10 a 6- 10 record las, season, 
signed a five-yea r contr:(ct 
with t he tea m Wednesday. 

~: Dedication spurs Bears' Harmon 
Zimmerman returnin1 - Gary 

Zimmerman will reponedly post
pone retirt>ment and rejoin Denver 
for .John El way's final season. 

The decision came after Elway 
visited with Zimmerman. 

Mike Wahle on Wednesday, leaving 
rulllling back Dorsey Levens as the 
team's only unsigned player. Ter1ns 
of Wahle's deal were not dim:losed. 

-HARMON 
. Continued.from Page JS 

<·important to me, .. Harmon said. 
• • "Playing this game asb a lot or your 

body.· 

• 
J. Chicago is Harmon's fourth NF'L 

team. He was drafted in the first 
- round, and wa., the 16th player 

picked, by Buffalo in 198& He stayed 
, four seasons with the Bills, went to 
San Diego for six sea.sons, then spent 

• 1996 and most of 1997 with the 
Oilers. 

Don't look for him to retire soon. If 
he does, it won't be hi'I ideA. 

· ru be playing until they kick me 
out of the building," he said. "I'll 
sweep the floor and turn oil the 
lights to stay around." 

Harmon enter.i the season ranked 
fourth among NF'L running back'! 
with 682 career receptions. He trails 
only Marcus Allen, who has 587; 

Bears put Barn in backfield 
Platteville, Wis. (AP) -

Now that Barn Morris is in, who's 
out for Chicago? 

It's going to take Morris, who 
signed a one-year deal late Tues
day, a few week."! to get into foot
ball shape and even longer to 
learn the Bears' offense. 

The forecast looks cloudy for 
several reserves, including Dar
nell Autry, who would be on the 
bubble ir first-round draft pick 
Curtis Enis ends his holdout. 

"It won't change anybody's 
role, but it may affect some guys' 
repetitions," Beani offensive co
ordinator Matt Cavanaugh said 
Wednesday. 

Tiui.t means fewer carries for 
Autry, James Allen and even 

perhaps 13-year \'eleran Ronnie 
Harmon, formerly of Iowa. 

The No. I tai lback job still be
longs to Edgar Bennett. but the 
Bears :;t!e Morris as a "powerful 
bl!.Ck that can take the ball be
twe{'n the tackles consistently.' 

The original plan called for 
Enis and Benncll to share playing 
time at halfback. 

Bears Coach Da\·e Wannstedt 
isn't willing to deru1 e Morris' role 

'" "Who knows if the guy will be 
able to help us at all, or what he11 
be able to do, .. Wannstedt said. "It 
would be unfair to say anything 
right now. I know th.is: It. definite• 
Jy doesn't affect Edgar Bennett or 
Ronnie Harmon right now." 

Davenport native Roger Craig, 566; '------------------' 
and Keith Byars, 584. 

.-.r.. He led all running backs and was lhrow for more than J0,000, was 
.. sixth overall in the league with a Harmon's quarterback in all of his 

• career-high 79 catches for 914 yards four seasons. 
◄ . for San Diego in 1992. Obviously, it was a dynamite com-
ll NFL talent scouts were well aware blnation. 

or Harmon's versatility long before "Chuck and I had a mindset," Har
: he signed his first contract. At Iowa, mon said. "I don't quite know how to 

;q where he played from 1982 through put it, but I knew what he was think
• • 1986, he ran for 2,271 yards and 22 ing and he knew what I was 
.,:: touchdowns in 443 carries. He thinking." 
!_; caught 146 puses for 2,046 yards Long, now an Iowa &'l!li!!l.anl 
' and 10 touchdowns. coach, called Harmon "a great player 

Hawkeye C.oach Hayden Fry re- and a very rare player, in that for two 
cruited Hannon as a running back, yean he was one of the best receiv

\o but the player from Laurelton, N.Y., ers we've ever had here." 
• was a wingback for two yeani before "He was a guy who came in want-

,1 moving to running back f 1984. In ~~o i:~~!' ~! wh:nJ t~ 

~ ~=:~1i~ ~ ~~ :r r~ A., shortage of players there," LonJJ said. 
:.~ Gettin3 through the line and "He was an _ultimate te~ guy -
~ catching pas&H were just part of never complaming or saying a word. 
, what Hannon accomplished. The Hejustdidhisjobverywell. 
~, best ca.me afterward. He could zig- ~en he continued having an ex:J.zaa with the best to avoid tacklem. cellent career when he went to run
,.,'The Bears say he can still do it after ning back. Had he been at one J)O!li• 

t: all these years. tion or t.he other, he'd have set all the 
•·~. "We had good team!! at lowa," records at Iowa.~ r ~ wS:~-~A p: ~~ ~=e~ H~£n ~~~e~ ~: J~rised that 
,' The team wu more important than "Being a third-down running back 

:,:. , the individuala on il" has extended his career," Long said. 
.t! • "Most first- and second-down run-

:~an~~~~ ~~n~f :;"~3c~i ~~:~~.!" the NFL get beaten up 

- - Long, who pused for 10,461 yards Harmon's career at Iowa had a 
. and is the only Big Ten player to sour ending. In 1. 45-28 IOS!I to UCLA 

in the 1986 Rose Bowl, he fumbled 
four limes in the first half and also 
dropped a pass in tht' end zone. 

At least Hannon didn't drop the 
ball on every play. He caught a 
career-high 11 pa.Mes for 102 yards 
against the Bntins. Long fllllshed 
with 29 completions in 37 attempts 
for319yards. 

Se,·eral years later, Hannon ad
mitted receiving $60,000 from agent 
Norby Walters during his college 
years. However, rumors that he had 
thrown the Rose Bowl game were 
unfounded. 

Later in his career, Hannon was so 
.!!Ure-handed from [}{'c. 12, 199'2:, to 
Nov. 19, 1995, as a San Diego player 
that he went 62 grunes without fum
bling in 383 times as a rusher, re
ceiver and kick returner. 

The Bears open their exhibition 
schedule Saturday night at Balti
more. The team's fortwies ha~·e gone 
downhill in Uie past two seasons af. 
ter Wannnst.edt went 7-9, 9-7 and 9--7 
lnhlsflrstthr~ye&rS. 

"I think we've had a productive 
training camp," Harmon said. "Every 
year can be a great year. It's up to 
everybody to pull together. To get to 
th.e next level, you've got to think 
that way." 

rswrz'U:;:.•z can 1M r,ached at 
mllyr@Mws.drnr11.com 

iCoach verbally puts Verba in place 
1:; 
: .. ■ Ross Verba's allowing 
t:3of a sack draws ire of 
-i. Packers' Mike Holmgren. 

r~ ... I llm1.'ITrl W1,s. 8'-R\'11:f.~ 

1 • Gren Bay, Wla. - On Green 
•~Bay's first pas., play or the exhibit.ion 

season Saturday, Ross Verba got the 
-_ shock of his National Football 
, _League cartel'. Yem 

gi\·en to mostly cur• 
SOQ' praise wh.en 
talking of his 
opponents' . 

Verba and Tho
mas faced each 
other only in the 
first quarter of their 
exhibit.ion opener, 
but in that short 
time, Thomas gave 

wa!I no levity in his voice. 
"He can't start the game that way, 

that much I do know," Holmgren 
said. "You get a younger player 
who's played and all oh sudden they 
might think they have all the an
SWl!rs. Then you go against a Derrick 
Thomas and you realize you don't 
have all the answers. You're still a 
second-year player and you have to 
get your hair cut, that's what you 
realize.H 

Tom Lovat, the Packers' offensive 

Chicago 
Bears 

■ Coach: Dave Wann
stedt, 37-4 5 in si•th season 
with Bears, 37-45 in five Na
tional Footban League sea
sons. 
■ 1997 record: 4-12. 
■ Stadium: Soldier Field 

(G~·ii~~~;~f~~er 
Iowa player 
Mike Wells 
figures to 
help the de
fensive line 
after bein~ 
with Detroit. 
However , an 
injury 
slowed him 
early in Wannstedt 
training . 37.45 
camp. Lrne- __ _ 
backer Bar-
ry Minter is a strong pass 
rusher. 
■ Weaknesses: Plenty. 

Erik Kramer is the teams 
best quarterback, but 
doesn't appear talented 

:~~bih r:c~r~d o~~eie:;s to 
The linebackers as a group 
aren't good, and neither is 

th~ ~~~;it7~s: Wannstedt 
has three years left on his 
contract, but probably won't 
be around next season if 
the .Bears can't ~et it going_. 
It will be interesting to see if 
the team puts together 
enough effort to save the 
coach's job. 
■ Predicted finish: Mike 

Ditka's shadow still looms 

~~~ri~;~i~;::~~!fue:r 
Ditka to coach on the 
Bears' sideline. Look for a 
5-11 record at Chicago. 

-Ron Maly 

Zimmerman, a tackle who has 
1,rolectcd Elway for the past fi ve 
years, announced his retirement af
lt!r the Broncos won last season's 
St1perBowl 

Zimmerman also retired and on
retired during last season's lraining 
camp. 

Leaf named starter - What's 
been a foregone conclusion for 
weeks OC-came official Wednesday 
- Ryan Leaf is San Diego's starting 
quarterback 

The dedsion by Coach Kevin Gil
bride goes way beyond Saturday 
night's exhibition opener against San 
Francisco. Lear, the second pick in 
the April draft, has the job for the 
year, maki11g him the first rookie in 
team history to go into a season 
holding 1he top spot. 

.,He's the guy we think gives us the 
best chance to win,'' srud Gilbride, 
who presided over a disastrous 4-12 
season in 1997 

Leaf said: "l didn't lem·e college 
early so I could sil on the bench for a 
year. This is what I wauled to do. H 

It took the Chargers just I I train
ing camp practices - Leaf miSlled 
the fust five while his contract was 
worked out - for Leaf to beat out 
incumbent startfr Craig Whelihan. 

"I think tht!y just fell l grasped the 
offense pretty quickly and I continue 
to improve e\·ery day, and they see 
potential, I guess,'' said Leaf, who 
turned pro after taking Washington 
Stale to the Rose Bowl as a junior. 
~That's what I hope they're seeing. I 
hope it's not out of desperation, be
cause I think e\·erybody ha.'! had a 
good camp th.rowing the football ~ 

Green Injures knee - Darrell 
Green, Washington's JS.year-old Pro 
Bowl comerback, injured his left 
knee Wednesday during warmups 
before practice. 

"I did a basic maneU\"er in the 
drills and felt pain in my knee," !Wd 
Green, who skipped the afternoon 
practice alter being examined by 
Redskins team surgeon Gordon 
A\·ery. 

Green is lillted as day-to-day with 
what Redskins 1rainer Bubba Tyer 
tenned lPndinitis oft he left kneecap. 

" If it were a game he would have 
played," Tyer said. "I think he will be 
fine." 

Wahle sl1ns with Packers -
Green Bay signed offensive lineman 

The Parkers thought enough of 

~~:; ;~a: : ek!~~t t:c S:;3'! 
mental draft, which in tum look 
away Green Bay's second-round 
pick in lhe 1999 draft 

"We're glad he is coming in," said 
General Manager Ron Wolf. wtio 
added that Wahle will work out.St 
right tackle and right guard, despite 
not playing guard in college. 

Payton checks Ontario - Hall 
of Fame rumting back Walter Pa)1on 
has talked to city orficials t wict(in 

~~:~;1!~t;~~ ~o;~i~~e0~Pt~!~l~ 
si~~!et:1AJberts, Payton's busin~ 
partner, characterized the talks as 
"super preliminary." He would not 
identify what othr r cities Payton ttas 
raJked lo o, s:iy where On1afio 
ranked among them 

Payton, the NJ.'L's career rushmg 
leader who played 12 seasons for 
Chicago, owns Walter Pa:,1011 lgc. 
and is co-o~11er of a profes:sioqal 
auto racing team. .. 

Payton was thP rront man for, a 
group or investors who failed ,to 
bring an NFL expansion team to 
St. Louis in 1993. lnslead, the league 
selected Jacksonville, na., and 
Charlotte, N.C. 1 

Manning: belleves he'll play -
Peyton Manning experts to play a 
half Saturday in Indianapolis' eJChi-
bilion opener at Seattle. ' 

" What I hear the pla.n is right nOw 
is to play the first half," said M~n
ning, the No. I overall pick in the 
April dmf\. "I don't know whettfer 
that will alter during the next three 
(preseason} games after that. What
ever time I'm in there, I'm going to 
try to make the best out of it" 

o mda.lly, Colts Coach Jim Mcfra 
will announce the quarterback rota
tion loday. 

Miller opts against surgery -
New York Giants linebacker Corey 
Miller decided Wednesday not to 
have surgery to repair a herniated 
disk in his neck. He will be oul for 
the season. 

Miller, 29. will continue to have 
steroid treatments and traction in 
the next few months in an effort to 
reduce the size of the bulging disc in 
his neck. 

Mi!ler intends to see a spinal sur• 
geon later th.is week. 

: •, On the rut utifl.cial turf or the 
; Tokyo Dome, KaNas Ci~y's Derrick 

:: :~tk:S ~~::Fa~~ 

Lineman Verba perhaps the 
---- toughest outing of 
his NFi..career. 

line coach, characterized the match- ~;;;;;;~;,;;;;;;;; .... ...;;;;;;;.;;;._ 
up with Thomas as "a good eye

'cauaed a fumble that the Chiefs 
'recovered. 

In the 14 regular-eea.,on and play
off games Verba, a fonner University 

~ .of Iowa player, started !Mt year as a 
rookie at the crucial left-tackle posi
tion, he never faced anyone like 

; ,Thomu. That play was an attention 
•'grabber. 

·', • "I was like, dang, he's quick,~ Ver
- basald. 

• 11uit's a guahing endorsement 
' , from Verl>a, who in his one Jeuon 

with the Packers haa been brief 
when talking or his own play 111d 

At. 31, Thofflllll remain'! one of the 
premier speed rushers In league and 
haa averag@d 10.8 sacks a season 
during his 10-year Nfl.career. Verba 
had only a handful or downs to ad
just to Thoinas' quickness and 
stroggled 

Coach Mike Holmgren, who was 
critical or how lhe Packen opened 
the game on both Bides of the ball, 
saved his sharpest words for Verba 
during a post-practice interview 
We<ln,,day. 

Earlier in training camp, 
Holmgren jok@d about his left tack
le's tong hair, but Wednesday, there 

I 

opener" for Verba. 
"He's the best guy Ross has (aced 

out there," Lovat said. "He didn't 
play anybody Ji~e that last year, so 

~~aiet~~Ti:~ec~~~;~~.food 
Verba said: "On (artificial) turf, 

h.e's so quick off the ball, and not 
keeping your shoulders square • .. all 
o( 1hose little things going a gains! an 
exceUent opponent ... but I'll get 
better, ru learn from it." 

Though Verba had his stmggles, 
the Packers know he's a good, young 
left tackle who probably will make 
big strides this yf'ar. 
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