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Coach Davis' decision ends rumor feeding frenzy 
Torn Davis 11nd Boh Oowlsby did 

the righ1 th ing 11rnrsdny nftcnioon. 
'Tbcy nmKltmL-cd m n news confer

ence thnt Dnvis would finish hi~ 10. 
ycnrcontrnctas 
lo~·a's haskc1bnll 
coad1 next ycnr, then 
ca ll il quiL~. 

In doing so, they 
cxtingubhed u wild
fire of speculation in 
the fonn of letters 10 
the editor in newspa
pers, culls to talk 
shows nnd banter in Steve 
~m~.ntemct chal ~ 

Let's hope it has ended. m least for 
nwhilc. 

Bowlsby in par1icular ripped the 

people - funs 11nd news media repre
sentatives nlike - who have crltici,cd 
Davis since the senson ended. 

Tn1c, some irresponsible reponing 
htL~ helped foci the fire . For c,mmple, 
WGN rJdio of Chicago reponcd lhut 
Davis Willi fini shed :tt ]own 1his week. 

And ll<>011 Scoo,,. :1 "natio1111I" bas
ketball puhlica1io11, reponcd 1hm word 
on the str,,,--ct m the Final Fotir in Snn 
Antonio was that Dnvis wus out nnd 
Illinois S1u1c coach Kevin Stallings 
was in. 

TI1cn there arc the on-line gripe 
sessions from people who simply 
do11·1 hnve enough IO do. 

But those examples of unprofcs
sionalism and just plain mean com• 
ments slK>uld not be confused with the 
fan who pays$17 a game to watch the 

lfowkcycs in Cnrvcr-Huwkcye Arcn:1 
nnd t·ritici1.cs the coach in n lcuer to 
the editor or on u mdio talk show. 

Toot person hus 1>aid for 1he right 
to say or wri te what he or she wants, 
IL~ long us it is backed up with some 
logic. 

Remember thm Davis wi ll make 
$464.555 this year, including his UI 
s~lary und OUL\idc eaniings. With thnt 
money should come the ability to 
uccept criticism. which Davis hns 
shown. 

Davis also should get some cn.-dit 
where it is due 

Two years ngo. he took Andre 
Woolridge and an unlikely group or 
players and turned them into u second
pince team in the Dig Ten. 

Last season. the Hawkeyes went 9-

7 in the 131g Ten !Ind 20-11 overall. 
Iowa finid1ed the sell'i<lll with IWO 

l~scs, but they should not have been 
expi.-cted 10 win the Big Ten with IWO 
freshman starters and on unhcrnldcd 
lir.eup withou1 Jess Scnlcs. 

Davi~ also has turned around some 
of the unsnvOI')' 11.'ipt.'Cts of the pro
gram. There have oot been uny brush
es with the law for a few ye~. Thm 
cun't be 1akc11 for grnnwd : ju~t ai,k 
football coach Hayden Fry. 

Davis reports thnt his seniors -
Ryan Bowen, Darryl Moore, Greg 
Helmers. Vernon Simmons nnd Scnles 
- 1111 arc on course to grJdun1e. 
Sculcs is a candidate for an NCAA 
postgraduate scholarship, associate 
111hle1ic director Fred Mims said. 

Iowa's graduation rate with Davis 

Coach Davis' upcoming retirement Tom Davis 
Ok from1B 

Prompts ey to play next season Jo,;~,;_o,Toom_,mcm. Th,H,wkoyo; 
also fatlcd 10 wm n gnme at lhe inau
gural Big Ten postscason toumamenl 

Davis' decision 
disappoints Okey, 
transfer's dad says 
By Pat Harty 
The Press-Citiw, 

Now that Iowa men's basketball 
coach Tom Davis has revealed his 
plans for the future, so has Sam Okey. 

Davis announced on Thursduy thut 
he will resign after the 1998-99 sea• 
son. which is the final year of his con• 

""'· His decision 10 

leave the program 
convinced Okey - a 
6-foot-7 transfer 
from Wisconsin -
to play an abbreviat
ed seuson next year 
instead of waiting to 
play the entire 1999-
200 season. Okey Okey 
transferred co Iowa 
in January midway through his junior 
season. He hud planned on waiting 
until next December to make u deci-
sion. 

" I think Sam is committed that 
next year's is going to be his year," 
Davis said of Okey. the 1996 Big Ten 
Freshman of Year. '·Being my last 
year. I think he's commincd to making 
this happ::n. 

"He brings to the table. the credi
bility of an all-Big Ten pcrfonner. And 
I think he 's going to be a rcul good 
team player." 

Okcy's father. Louis Okey. said 
Thursduy night that his son wants to 
play while Davis is still the head 
coach. Sam Okey nearly signed with 
Iowa directly out of high school in 
1995. 

"With coach Davis leaving for 
sure. he wants to plliy," Louis Okey 
said from his home in Cassville. Wis. 
"Tom Davis is somebody we were 
thinking about going with when Sam 
was in high school. 

"We're very disuppointed that he's 
leaving." 

The fact that Okey has a chance IO 

be eligible in mid-December instead 
of mid-January as previously thought 
was another factor in his decision. 
Davis said Okey needs to accumulutc 
78 credit hours to be eligible at the end 
of the fall semester. 

Meanwhile, Davis' decision to 
resign after one more season has cast 
of wave of uncertainty on the recruit-

Ricky Davis 
from 1B 
on." 

His choice had nothing to do with 
Tom Davis· unoouocemem Thursday 
that he would only coach at Iowa for 
one more season. Ricky Davis said. 
Playing time and style were not a fac• 
tor. and Hawke.ye players and coaches 
have been supportive. the freshman 
said. 

"(Tom Davis) was a little surprised. 
but he pretty much supported me," 
Ricky Davis said. "He pretty much 
told me he has my back on whatever I 
do and wishes me well." 

The Davis FIie 
Born: December 3, 1938 
HIMi~:ec!~v~'~r~~eway High School, 

c~~i87M~~i :re~~rAJ:~ni:~~n6~n~!~~~1~· 
1964; Ph.D in physical education, University 
of Maryland, 1970: his dissertation was on 
athletics in colonial Massachusetts and Virginia. 

Family; Wife - Shari, son - Keno. 

8~!~~t~~ch0f~~11 ~~~;~~/:~~i8~N~i (~~h:?,hh~ ~ool, 
coach 1962-66: University of Maryland, assistant coach, 
1967-69; American University, assistant coach, 1970· 71, 

~~aJ=c~~l~~~~-~~~gt~~16~ 0~Tv~;;;y~~!~~n c~~~~e, 
1982•86; University of Iowa, head coach, 1986-present. 

Did you know? Davis lettered four times in basketball at 
Wisconsin-Platteville, he led his college team to the NAIA 
1ournament twice, team captain as a senior; shot 61.6% 
from the field as a senior. 

Hobbles: Reading, playing golf. 

ing front. 
Iowa ha~ five highly acclaimed 

recruits signed for next season. Bu1 
what about the following year? 

"It definitely makes you think 
about it," said high school junior Nick 
Collison from Iowa Falls. "If any· 
thing. it will make me wait longer for 

"With coach Davis leav
ing for sure, he wants to 
play. Tom Davis is some
body we were thinking 
about going with when 
Sam was in high school." 

Louis Okey 
Father of tran:;fer Sam Okey 

a decision." 
Collison. a 6-9 forward, is widely 

regarded as the top underclassmen in 
the stale and one of the top juniors in 
the Midwest. He is being recruited by 
Iowa, Kansas and a host of other 
Division I schools. 

But Collison admitted to being an 
Iowa fan. 

"I'll still look into Iowa because 
I've always followed the team." 
Collison said. "It's good to finally 
know something.'' 

Davissuid he talked with UI athlet
ic director Bob Bowlsby aOOUt what 
effect his decision will have on 
recruiting. 

'That's certainly an issue any time 
you·rc going to retire," Davis said. " I 

Ricky Davis. who broke the Iowa 
freshman scoring record wi1h 464 
points, said he has not contacted any
body in association with the NBA and 
that the people involved in his deci
sion were his family. friends. coaches 
and teammates. However, he has not 
spoken to senior Jess Settles. who 
went 1hrough the NBA draft process in 
1996 before returning to the 
Hawkeyes. 

A sports-talk radio station in the 
city received phone call after phone 
call criticizing Ricky Davis' dt."'Cision. 
However. the freshman said he docs 
nOI pay ancntion to the critics and 
intends to continue with classes to 
ensure fall eligibility. He then rnuld 

think what we'll try to do is keep as 
many young players alive us we can 
and keep them in the ballpark." 

Davis could have un additional 
scholarship if Ricky Davis follows 
through on his plan to declure himself 
eligible for the NBA draft. 

"We will be looking in the next few 
weeks for somebody to fill that scho\
:m.hip:· coach Davis said. " If we can 
find somebody to mllkc us belier for 
next year, l owe it to this team to look 
for that person." 

This year's recruiting class already 
consists of four high school players 
and one junior college player. They 
include Joey Range. a 6---4 guard from 
Galesburg, Ill.: Rod Thompson. a 6-6 
forward from Galesburg. Ill.; Duez 
Henderson, a 6-7 forward from River 
Rouge, Mich.: Antonio Ramos, a 7-2 
center from Spain who is attending 
high sdiool in Minneapolis: and Jak1;: 
Juakes. a 6- JO forward from 
Marshalhown Community College. 

·11x:y·re kind of limited because 
of the leuer of intent thing," Duvis 
said. 

"They don ·1 have muny options. So 
we'll just reassure them that we·re 
going to do the best possible job that 
we can for them next year und go from 
there. 

"I don't anticipute uny problems 
with diat. TI1ey' rt: five prcny solid 
guys. They probably all think they'll 
be here one year and go to the NBA 
anyway." 

take advantage of an NBA rule that 
would allow a return to Iowa should 
he not sign with a sports agent. 

"I'm going to play it safe,'' the 6-
foot-5 Davis said. "For those who 
huve supported me, I appreciule it. The 
people that think I'm not ready: that's 
their opinion and I can't change it. The 
decision is mine, and I'm going to go 
with it." 

Rid,,' Davis said he hns talked to 
(cummatcs and they told him they 
would welcome him back to the 
Hawkeycs should his professional 
dream not work out. 

The cutoff point is the draft's firi;t 
round. Rid..,' Duvis said. Anything 
lower than the 29th pick und he will 

Those factors led to Davis and the 
players being cri1ici1.cd by fans on 
radio call-in shows. in lcucrs to the 
editor in newspapers and on the 
Internet. 

Davis. 59, responded to the criti
cism Thursday by calling it unwar
ranted and disappointing. He said he 
lhought about resigning shortly after 
lhe season because he was fed up with 
the ncgutive feedback. 

" I did because it really bothered 
me,"' Davis said of the criticism. "And 
it almost motivated me not to resign 
and come back bccuuse it bothered me 
so much. 

"It was just so unfai r. It's like they 
don't reali1.c. 'Does this guy know 
how to couch defense? Or does he 
know when to press or not to press?' 
'That's so stupid, that you're subbing.' 
Do they know what 's going onT 

Bowlsby also defended Davis' per
formance as the Iowa head coach. 
Bowlsby had refused to talk about the 
situation before Thursday's press con· 
fcrencc at Carver-Hawkeye Arena. 

Bowlsby's reluc1ance to support 
Davis publicly fueled speculation that 
Davis might retire or be forced co 
resign under pressure this spring. 

'Thcre·s been an awful lot of spec
ulation going on," Bowlshy said. "I 
think much of it hus been preny coun
terproductive to the process. 

"I guess people arc going to do 
what they·re going to do." 

Bowlsby said he waited until after 
the season to talk with Davis because 
hc wanted to avoid distractions. 

·'! wanted to make sure thnt Tom 
and his staff and all of our players hud 
the opponunity to devote their focus 
and their energy to the busketball sea· 
son," Buwlsby said. ··1 think sonit:: of 
you chose to characterize that as a lack 
of support or a diminishmcnt in our 
relat ionship. It cenainly wusn't 
intended to be that way and I don•t 
think that was the practical outcome." 

Bowlsby also ripped those who 
criticized Davis. 

"In all frankness, I think the treat
ment he has received has been dis
graceful, I think it's been mean-spirit
ed and I think i!'s been altogether 
unwarranted," Bowlsby said. ''Tom 
Davis has discarded more about col• 
lege basketball than the average fan 
will ever know." 

D.ivis said he might deal with crit
icism more directly in his final season. 

··Maybe I should talk back." Davis 
said. "Maybe I will nexl year." 

The fact that Dav is has been the 

come back 10 school. However, he 
feels his name will be called before 
round two. 

" If I didn't, I wouldn't be standing 
up here toduy,'' Davis said Thursday. 
"College life: there's too much time 
on your hands. I'm ready to live my 
own life." 

It would be a life of travel for a 
player that was competing in high 
school gynmasiums just over a year 
ago. His parents expressed concerns 
over that aspect of the nKwc. 

··11·s a si tuation where we'll have to 
go with him for the first few years," 
said Linda Duvis. Ricky's mother. 
"Soinebody IIL'cds to be there to say, 
'Well Rici..,', mayhe that person isn't 

ns head coach ls not had. 
Of 1he 22 scholnrship players who 

joined the l-lawkeyes in Davis' first six 
recruiting classes (including trans
fers), 12orthcrn - orS4.5perccnt 
gruduuted within six ycan.. Th:it is 
higher than the lmcst NCAA 11\'cmge 
of45 percent for Division I men's ha~
ketball. 

There ure Surnc things to be proud 
of ,md some regrets. 11w Huwkcycs 
haven't won the Big Ten since my 
freshman year al UI. 1978-79. 

Davis said the wughcning of UI 
mhlctic academic policies following 
1he Norby Walters-Lloyd Bloom 
sports agents trial made it tougher 10 
l\.-crui1 and re1ain good players. 

Out it can be done. Look at 
Smnford, which has some of the 

The Davis record 

1oughest academic ,rnndanh 111 the 
country htu wen, to the Final Four tin, 
season. Thm, too. v.u, u -.chool where 
Davi, 1hough1 it would he 1mpo,~iblc 
to competent the tnghc~t lc,•cl, ..o he 
resigned and c:unc 10 Ul. 

So who's next ufter l)uq,? 
"I cxpc" to go imu 1he open 111.ir

kctplocc und find n veteran coach who 
has proven experience :md ahilitie, 
nnd the imcgrity thut lUm hll., ,huwn," 
Bowlsby suid. 

He :11so said a new coach mu~1 
have u thick skm to take the cri tici~m. 

That quality i~ becoming more 
impol'lantall the ti 111C. 

S/el'e Riley is .ffJ0/1!,' e<htor of 1/1e 
Press-Cifr,.cn. For que:i·tions or com• 
mems, ct1ll J39-7J68; ur e-mail: 
icpc@i11mmer 

Since he began at Lafayette College 
m 1971 basketball coach Tom Davis 
has gone to the NCAA lournament ' 
ten limes 1mcludmg eight as Iowa 
coach) and to the NIT tournament 
five times (twice as Iowa coach) 

Yearly coaching l9COfd 
y_, School Contetence overall Postseason 
1971•72 Lafayette 7-4 21·6 NIT 
1972-73 Lafayette 7-4 16-10 
1973-74 Lafayette 6-5 17-9 NIT 
1974-75 Lafayette 8-3 22-6 
1975-76 Lafayette 9-2 19-7 
1976-n Lafayette 10-1 21 ·6 
19n-78 Boston College 15·11 
1978-79 p Boston College 21 -9 
1979·80 Boston College 2-5 19-10 NIT 
1980-81 Bostori College 10-4 23·7 NCAA 
1981-82 Boston College 8-6 22·10 NCAA 
1982-83 Stanfo«I 6-12 14-14 
1983-84 Stanford 8·10 19-12 
1984-85 Stanfon:! 3·15 11 -17 
1985-86 Stanrord 8·10 14-16 
1966-87 Iowa 14-.i 30-5 NCAA 
1987·88 Iowa 12-6 24-10 NCAA 
1988-89 Iowa 10-8 23-10 NCAA 
1989-90 Iowa 4-14 12·16 
1990-91 Iowa 9-9 21-11 NCAA 
1991·92 Iowa 10-8 19-11 NCAA 
1992·93 Iowa 11 ·7 23·9 NCAA 
1993·94 Iowa 5·13 11·16 
1994-95 Iowa 9·9 21-12 NIT 
1995·96 Iowa 11-7 23·9 NCAA 
1996-97 Iowa 12-6 22·10 NCAA 
1997-98 Iowa 9-7 20-11 NIT 

Playen graduating within six years of entering UI 
Recruiting clan Studlntt gradulllng.., six yws Total students 
1987 2 4 
1988 4 5 
1989 1 2 
1990 3 7 
1991 0 1 
1992 2 3 

- u ~ 

:keye p:::rs drafted unde:::::m ~~~ 
1987 Brad Lohaus' Boston Catties '-

~evin ~l~~le b~~~~ii!~~~~azers : , 
1988 Jei;,i;n Utah Jazz 
1989 B.J. Armstrong' Chicago Bulls 

1990 
1993 
1996 

E: s~~:~n ~:~1fa~e8~~!rs 
Acie Earl Boston Celtics 
Russ Millard Phoenix Suns 

Roy Marble Atlanta Hawks J 
.._ _ __ ·.=.•"" 1""""'"'·"'----- - ---~--.F're$$-Cilizan 

head coach at Iowa since 1986 could 
leave him vulnerable 10 critics who 
would prefer a fresh start. 

"I do think that coaches that have 
been in their position for a long time 
have a real tough go of it because 
things tend to be cumulative and they 
pile up a little bit," Bowlsby said. 

Nevertheless. Davis seemed opti
mistic about next season. He left open 
the possibility lhat Ricky Davis might 
retum for his sophomore season even 
though he declared himself eligible 
for the NBA draft on Thursday. 

your friend."' 
Ricl..,''S father. lyn.'C. is not con• 

ccmed that his son is making a prema
ture decision. 

"Whnt happens if he comes back 
and gets hurt?" Tyn.'C said. ·'Whut 
then?" 

Ricky Davis averaged 15.0 points 
and 4.8 rebounds per game, which 
ranked fust and thin! CH1 the team. 
respectively. Those statistics do not 
concern the crit i~. It was his team
high 104 tumm·ers and inconsistent 
defense that huve some questioning 
his ability to play in the NBA. 

'1bc unfortunate part is that kids 
think they are of the. caliber to play in 
the NBA and they are not there yet," 

Couch Davis also said that 
\\~sconsin transfer Sam Okey - u 6-
foot• 7 forward - is leaning toward 
playing next season. 

As for coach Davis, he did not lllle 
out the possibility that he might coach 
at Iowa beyond next season. Neither 
did Bowlsby. 

Howe\'er. the chance of that hap
pening seems remote. 

.. I would never say never," 
Bowlsby said. "The e.,pectation right 
now is thut Tom is going 10 retire. 

"But thm isn't etched in stone .. 

Iowa associate athletic director Fn.--d 
Mims said. "Our young people get 
caught up in the hyJX'." 

Ricky Davis had a super senior 
year in high school. being named co
MVP ut the postscason Magic 
Johnson Roundball Classic. 

He seriously considered a jump to 
the r-.'BA from the prep level. hu1 feels 
he raised his stock playing a year at 
Iowa. 

"I huvc to get a linle stronger and a 
little quicker on defense. but I v.or\.:cd 
pretty hard this year;· Ricky Davis 
said. " Hopefully. 1 caught u few C}C~ 
and they pick for the dmft. We'll r.1.•c 
what happens from there." 

Penders leaves, Majerus stays Jayhawks' junior Pierce turns to NBA 
Associated Press 

Basketball coach Tom Penders 
took $643.000 to leave Texas on 
Thursday while Arizona State discov
en.-d that more than th.it couldn't get 
Rick Majerus to leU\'C. Utah. 

Penders, under fire for ~:eeks after 
a number of players complained about 
---- the program and 
College threatened lo 
basketball transfer. scnl_ed =='--- the four remam· 
ing years of his contract He lea:es as 
the winningest coach in school h1s!OI')' 
wi1h a 208-110 record in 10 seasons 

"ll is with mixed emotions that I 
resign." Penders said. 

"I dedicated the last 10 years of my 
hfe to bringing the university a basket
ball program that cvc.ryunc coold be 

proud of." 
Penders suid ·'the future is brighl 

for Texas b:iskctball and for me and 
for my family as well. 1t is the time in 
my life to pursue other options." 

Majellls chose not to do that. 
Arizona State was hoping 10 lure 

him away from Utah with an offer 
reported to be worth$ I million a year. 
The coach met Arizona State athletic 
dircclor Kevin White for five hours 
Tuesday after Utah lost the NCAA 
championship game to Kentucky the 
previous night. 

But on Thursday, Majerus 
appeared on ESPN's Up Close with 
Chris Mycn and s111d he wa~ staying 
at Uwh. 

" I dcci<kd 10 decline," Majerus 
said, adding that he had made the 

decision earlier Thursday afternoon. 
"I'm going to stay where rm at. "11 
was flattering. I think you should lis
ten. You explore options." 

Majerus said he considered his 
own happiness and the happiness of 
Others in reaching his di..-cision. 

"I've got recruits coming in,'' he 
said. '1ncre arc people that care about 
me and I care about them ... 

Meanwhile. the fallout of coach 
Jeff Jones' departure from Virginia 
continued. 

Pete Gillen goc the Virginia job. 
leaving Providence available for 1im 
Welsh, who moved up frurn Iona. 
Wel~h·~ old job is expected to go to 
assistant Jeff Ruland. 

Welsh was introduced as 
Pro,i<lcncc's fifth coach in 12 years. 

INGLEWOOD. Calif. (AP) -
Goodbye, Kansas. Hello, NBA. 

Paul Pierce, the All-America for
ward from Kansas, announced 
Thursday he is forgoing his scni<X" 
ycur co enter the NBA draft in June 

Pierce, who made the announce
ment at Inglewood High where he 
starred before going to Kansa.\, i~ 
the first player to leave school early 
lo declare for the NBA draft in 
coach Roy Williams' 10 years as 
L-OOch of the Jayhawks. 

Darrin Hancock left Kansas after 
the 1993 season and was taken i11 
the second round of the 1994 NBA 
dr.>fi. 

"It's always been my dream 10 

play in the NBA and hopefully this 

is a good opportunity for me." 
Pierce told about 75 friends. former 
teummatcs and 1eachers gathered in 
the school's gym. " I feel like i1's my 
time . 1 feel like rm more than 
reudy:· 

Williams. among those in anen• 
d:mcc, had told Pierce ''to be as self
ish as he can be" in making his dc'Ci
sion 

The 6-foot-7 Picn:e was in his 
hometown to allcnd Friday's 
announcement of lhc John R. 
WOOOCn Award winner. being pre· 
scnted Friday at the Los Angeles 
AthlcticOub. 

Pierce and teammate Raef 
LaFrcntr., also a fil'lil•tcam All• 
America. were among the five final-

ists. 
" I told him there was no doubt m 

my mind that he was ready," 
Williams said. "I don'1 think there's 
any doub1 11·s the best dt.-cision for 
Paul. The young man ha.~ given u~ 
three great )'Cars." 

Before Pierce made his 
anllO\Jnccrnent, he and Williams 
shook hunds nnd cmbra,;cd. 

Williams called Pierce "a far. for 
better person than he is a basli.cthall 
player." 

Both Jacque VJul!hn. a point 
guard who grJ.duatt-d lust year. and 
LaFrentz. who JUSI finished his 
senior season. decided against 
declaring foe the dt-.1f1 before their 
college eligibility v.as finished. 
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