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Three MVPs at UNI 
Receiver Mike Furrey, defensive 

end Erik Nelson and linebacker Matt 
Pedersen shared Northern Iowa's 
most valuable pla)'l'r award for the 
footban season. Northern Iowa 

:"i~ Mttl~-4~~ = 
c~ Youngstown State. 

Dan Quisenberry's brain 
tumor is cancerous. 

ITOIY11P1p4S 

Oassic Super Bowl or disaster? Try small train wreck 
lly Ill[ LOPIESTI 
Um,1':TTN'-'ll'!lllf:R\'11:f. 

Thill mu.'!t be Mid. Nobody 
loees Super Bowls like the 
Denver Broncos. 

San Franc~'O 55, Denver IO 
in 1900. '!'ht! m011t lopsided Su
per Bowl in histol)'. And Uuu'11 
~arnoulhful. 

Washington 42, Denver 10 in 
1988. The Red,kirul scored 35 
j)oints, enough to win all 32 
Super Bowls, In the second 
quarter alone. 
• N~ York Giants 39, Denver 
20 in 1987. The pass derense 
left a little to be de~red. The 
GlanL<1' Phil Simm.<i threw 25 
passes. He completed 22. 
• Dallas 27, Denver 10 in 1978. 
The Broncos' offense was very 
balallced. They lost four fum
b I es and had four 

Harness 
racing 
coming 
back 

ly DAN JONNSON 
Rr.n1~nMST.11'1-'WRlH:R 

Altoona, la. - llamess 
racing will return to Prairie 
Meadows in 1999 aft.er a nine
year absence. 

The Raring Association of 
Central loWa, which operates 
lite I.rack, on Monday unani
mously approved a five-year 
purse plan that calls for six 
days of harness racing in 1999, 
and 20-<lay meets from 2000 
through 2002. The racing &",90-

cl atlon will cont ribu te 
$600,000 lo harness racing at 
Iowa's fair circuit in 1998. It 
will fund $1.35 million in har
ness purses at lairs and at 
Prairie Meadows from 2000 to 
2002. 

While Thoroughbred and 
quarter-horse breeding has 
increased since Pmirie Mead
ows has used z.lot-machine 
profits to increase purses, its 
only contribution to the har
ness industry ha.~ been lo rund 
purses at the fairs. 

"Our charge Is lo e11hance 
the horse lnd1L~try in Iowa," 
Prairie Meadows assistaiil 
general manager Tom Tim
mo1U1 said "We've done so on 
the Thoroughbred and 
quarter-horse side. We started 
out with standardbred racing, 
and we had a hand ln taking It ,,,,~. 

ffame9a racing won't begin 
lmmedialely, Timmo!Ulsald, !IO 

that breeders will have a 
chance lo get the number of 
horses up to support a meet. 

The harness industry dwin
dled after 1.wo abbreviated 
meets at Prairie Meadows in 
1989 and 1000, when the I.rack 
waa broke. Prairie Meadows 
ran out of money during the 
1WM1er or I 989 and cut short 
the harness meet after 34 days. 
That made it difficult to recmit 
harness horses in 1900, and the 
t.rackwas ablel.orunonlya 
putial meet that Wa.'I supple
mented by simulcast grey
houndraces. 

"When Prairie Meadows 
shut down after aU the finan
cial trouble, it set back harnes.'i 
racing for quite a way," said 
Ken Buck, a horse breeder 
from Denison. "A lot people 
got rid of a lot or broodmares.• 

The 20-day meets will offer 
'30,000 per day in purses. In 
addition, Prairie Meadows will 
contribule $7[1(1,000 lo hames., 
ptne!I at the counly and state 
fain. That money will come 
out or the pur.4e budget that ill 
In Prairie Meadows' five-year 
operating plan I.hat calli! for 
total purse11 to rise to 
&19.9 million by 2002. 

~Along ""ilh lhe fair pro
gram, that wouJd be a good 
combination," Buck said. 'And 
I would surely hope that down 
the road we could get 30 to 46 
day!! at Prairie Meadows, but 
this ill an awfully good start" 

~ri..-T,r.'~e===" 
11:~--..com 

interceptions. 
On that note, the final 

countdown to San Diego may 
now begin. Green Bay and 
Denver, assume you r 
positions. 

NPCvs.AFC. 
Clwnplon d8Signate vs. ac

cident wilting to happen. 
Truck vs. dog In the road. 
Or maybe this time will be 

different. Nothing lam forev
er, although after 13 consecu
th·e championships, the NFC is 
workinlonil 

I-Tom sea to shining sea, they 
know who Ute favorite is for 
Super Bowl XXXII. In Siberia 
and Siem Leone, they know 
who the favorile is. 

But you know what'! This 
doesn't look like a bad Super 
Bowl, if you don't mind 
predictability. 

INIIMM!tii'iif 
There are big-name quarter

backs. Brett Favre and his un
precedented three most valu
able player awards. John El
way and his storybook. Both 
aure or why they will be ill San 
Diego. 

"I play this game for one 
reason," Fawe said. ''To win a 
Super Bowl." 

"I've never had a chance to 
win onet Elway said Sunday, 
"/uaoon II this one was over, 
I started thinking about the 
game." 

There is tradition. The Pack
ers, who have never lost a Su
per Bowl, trying to repeat a.~ 
they did when this carnival 
ww. born three decades ago. 
The Broncos t.rying to get out 
of history's outhouse. 

There is sentiment. Elway 
will haw so much on his side 
that the Pope might send a 
prayer. 

"l jlllt wanted," said Denver 
defen.'Uve end Nell Smith, "to 
give No. 7 one more chance." 

There ls Irony. Last year, the 
Packers were the darlingM, re
storing glory to the holy land of 
Lombardi. This year, they're 
the bad guys ln Elway's path. 

"I know everybody is going 
to be pulling for John Elway," 
Reggie White was saying Sun
day. "But we want it" 

And there i.~ TI1e Question 
Elway ha.~ his opportunity. But 
dol's he have a chance'! 

"I think this is as good a 
football team all arowtd as I've 
been on," he said. 

Not since 1991 has the Af'C 
team even come within single 

digits of the NFC team. But 
Denver's argument will start 
with Terrell Da\is' running 
game. It will include the wi
derrated Denver recei\•ers. It 
will conclude that Elway ha8 a 
better supporting ca.~t than he 
has ever taken into a Super 
Bowl. 

··we kind of have an NFC 
mentality," Davis said. MAnd 
the type of team we have is an 
Nf'C typeofteam." 

They do ha\'t: pluck. Only 
five wild cards have made it 
this far, the 1980 Ouland 
Raiders the lone champion. To 
get here, Denver has had to 
stonn through unfriendly rest 
stops named Arrowhead Sta
dium and Three Rl\•ers 
Stadium. 

As tight end Shannon Sharpe 
noted about the WL't!kend in 

Was '86 Rose Bowl fixed? 

low1'1 lonRlt Harmon fumbl ed four limes In the first member im•olved with ll armon's agents s.iid Mon
half of thc Rose Bowl in 191'16, hut a forme r Mafia dar hchadn 't hcardofaplot tothrowt hcgamc. 

Capo: 'I don't know that it was' 
llyTOM WITOSKY 
lo:C'~Mn:~ Sr.1,·rw~1nR "People who knew 111 NCAA 

..... ,., G,.. Michael et Iowa, my tu■utes Convention 
~~:~:;:~orc~~~tfa~ul~ lulew that (tllrowln1 a ■ College athletes 
and key figure in the Norby 1111•) wasn't ... and are susceptible to 

:ru~tf,~ ~:~ ~~;~=~~£ that was enough." ~o:~:r Mafia 
any attempt to fix the out• _ Ronnie Haraoa. member says. 
comP of the 1986 Rose Bowl. !old thfJ Chicago 1rib1me lalt montl. Paa• 3S 

f'r~1!!1::~:m~::: '--------------' ~-----~ 
anti-gambling presentation 
at. the NCAA Com·ention. 

Franzese was a partner 
with fonner New York enter
tainment agents Norby 
Waltera and Uoyd Bloom, 
who aUempled to sign u 
many aa 20 potential first
rowid Nfl, draft choices pri
or to the end or the college 
eligibility. 

Among playPrs signed by 
Walters and Bloom were 
Ronnie Harmon and Devon 
Mitchell, members of the 
1986 Big Ten Conference 
champion Iowa football 

leam. 
Iowa lost the 1986 Rose 

Bowl to UCLA, 45-28, despite 
being heavily favored by bet
tors. During the game, Har
mon, who e\·enttially would 
admit re<:eiving $[1(1,000 from 
Waiters during his college 
ye81'!4, fumhled four times in 
ther11Sthalf. 

Hannon, who played last 
season for the Chicago l:k!ars, 
has spent much of his pro
fe!ISional foolhall care-er In 
the shadow of the game. lie 
has said he didn't throw the 

game. 
Pederal prosecutors used 

Franzese asastarwilneAs in 
the trlal In chdmlng the sign
ing or the athletes was de
signed to allow organized 
crime to exert Influence in 
the National football League 
and college football through 
gambling. 

Franzese supported Har
mon's claims Monday but al
so said that Harmon's career 
clearly wa.~ hurt by his in
vol\·emenl with Walters and 
Bloom. 

"You can ruin your reputa
tion and become !Omeone 
that is always viewed suspl
eiously when you lnvolvt!d 
younclf with gamblers or 
those connected with gam• 
bling," tJMZe!!esaid. 

Asked ii Hannon was an 
example, Franzese said that 
"lt'1preltyclearhehasnever 
been quite the same on the 
field. I think it put a dent in 
hiscareer.· 

Pit!.'lburgh, "We came inlo 
their backyard. We ate their 
food. We drank their wine. And 
now we're leaving.~ 

But the Packers have won 12 
of their last 13. They have not 
allowed a pas.~ing touchdown 
since November. They have 
~fod up the groW\d game, 
and stopping the run has been 
the son spot of the Denver 
defense. 

They are hardened from the 
trying experience or having to 
defend a championship, after 
an uncertain start. 

"We were trying to play up lo 
whatever peoplt! said we 
were,~ White said of the ~haky 
t!arly autunu1. "We startud 
playing for us instead of wor-
1')'1.ng aboul what everybody 
elqewasdoing." 

DENVEI ... 
GREEN BAY 

Tlffll: 5:00 
Datt:Jan.25 
Ttlftllion:NBC 
Slte:SMDiego 
Slldlum:Qualcorrm 
R1ttonh: !Jenv@I' 15-4; 

Green Bay 15-3 
SuptrBowtrteonh:Green 

Say3-0: DeJ'lffl04. 

Luehrsmann 
to play despite 
broken nose 

By RANDY PmRSON 
IW11~1'l'H:iT,lfr\\'HITI'~ 

Iowa City, la. - Hyan 
Luehrsmann was a sight as he 
walked from the luwa bn.~ket 
ball locker room Monday af
lemoon. The cMt on thu 
bridge or hill nOlle ;uul Uiu 
facemask he carried giwe e\'• 

ery indication he was leaving a 
hock~y fight instead of going 
to basketball practice 

The fact that he practi ced 
Monday - sometimes with 
the mask and other timt' s 
wit.hout it - was a good indi, 
cation he had recovered vwll 
enough tn play when Jath
ranked Iowa anrl Ohio Stare 
collide at 7:06 p.m. Wednesday 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

"I ~·m dcfinilely play," !laid 
Luehrsnuum. lowa'H backup 
Point guard. "Everythlni,: is 
fine 11/J long a.s I don't gt>! hil 
again. Thaf9 a risk I'm willing 
totakt:." 

Luehrsmann suffl'red !ht> 
bri•ak !11tP during Thursday's 
76-f>l lus., at home 10 Illinois 

"Thu dOC1ors w,·rc pwtly 
cairn abou1 it,· Luehrsmarui 
said. "Thuy said ii I gt'f it 
knocked out again that they'll 
ju.,t push it back into plll(."C 
again. I don't wanlto haVt! I his 
big bulgt! the resl or my life, 
bu! they seem pretty relaxo?d." 

All of which is good news to 
freshman Dean Oli\·er, who a, 
tM starting 110int guard wenl 
through both hiJ and Luehrs
mimn's share or 11rnetlces on 
Saturday anrl Sunday. 

"II was a great workout,• he 
said Monday. "I havcn'l had a 
1111b in prat1ke for two days, 

Oliver's 
opinion 
counts 

By RANDY PETERSON 
1(1·<,l'<H:R ~1 ,lfl \\' 111 n ~ 

Iowa Cily, la. -
Somel1ow or anothl'r, Ry
an L111•hrsmann probably 
would hal'e ended Ill) :L, a 
rnumber or 1ht> Iowa ba.'>
ki•tball 1eam llut Dean 
Oliver may bf' the reason 
he isdolng i1 rnrfrl'f'. 

Before offering Luehrs
mrum, a former Cedar 
Rapirl s Wa shingto n 
sl ru1do111 , a scholan.hip , 
Coarh Tom Davis first 
ctwcked with Oliver. 

"lie ask1•d me what I 
thought about Luehrs
mann, if wp could' play 
together and gN along," 
!lalrl Oliver, who played 
wirh and agailL~I Luehrs
mann a.~ both were grow
Ing up. "Coach a.,ked me 
if we would complement 
each other here, and I 
thought it would work out 
well. So far, I think it's 
worked out greaL • 

lluh'! 
That's the story. Oliver 

commilled to Iowa Ill! a 
high !!Choo! sophomore 

but I fel'I pruUy guud." •• ~. -, -. -.. -~ --- ~ 

11,\IIM.Y 11 ,\ UM►: II.TfrHK l(,~i l'<lf.~ 

Ryan LNllr1111Hn (24) of Iowa will face Ohio State 
despite :1 broken nose, Coach Tom Onvls said Monday . ., 
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She still loves Luther 
Track star John&m Lane honored by NCAA 

., TOM WITOSNY 
lb;i;i~~~ Sl.ln' WNm~ 

Atluta, GL - Turena Johnson 
Lane has been living in Georgia since 
August, but It's dear the former 
Luther College all-America distance 
runner's left a big piece of her heart 
in northeut Iowa. 
· •1 ta11't tell you how much Luther 

and my teammates meant to me," 
Johnson Lane said Monday as a tear 
l.nclded down her cheek. "It was just 
sucb a beautiful., special place for ..... 

Johnson Lane was one or II re
niale college athletes honored Mon
~ as the best U.S. collegiate wom
en athletes of 1007. Johnson Lane 
rticeived the nationally recognized 
Honda Award as the NCAA's Divl
S!_on ID collegiate woman athlete of 
the year. 

Johnson Lane received the honor 
after dominating in Division m 
cross-country and track in 1997. She 
":ent undefeated in cross.country 

tllld won the NCAA DMsion Ill indi
viduaJ dlamplonship. 

As a • cro11-country runner, 
John.,on Lane won 17 lndi\idual 
chutp6onahipa. including coruw.cu
tive victoriel at the I>Msion m Cen-

tnl - --in 1006 and 11197. 
Last year, Johnson Lane also cap

tured the Dlvillion m indoor and 
outdoor championsllips in the 6,000 
meters and the 10,000 meter8 with an 
average victory margin of20 seconds 
inallthreee-,ents . 

"She is AOmeone with !IOCh a posi
tive and s&rong attitude about run
rung and competing. She is always 
ready and willing to ,..ort and her 
C&rffi'i.!J probably just beginning," 
said Betsy Emerson, Johruion Lane's 
coach at Luther. 

Emerson said lhe 22-year'<ll.d 
Brainerd, Minn., native eventually 
coo.Id become a worid-dall distance 
runner with a chance to compete in 
theOlymplca:. ! 

That ,..ould be fine with Johnson 

Former Mafia boss: 
Bookmakers prey 
on college athletes 

., TOM WITOSKY 
kr;mn-~~ ST,\ff WkJnk 

, Atlanta, Ga, • A former member 
of the Columbo organized crime 
(amily said that gambling on coUege 
campuses is widespread and com
monly lnvol\'es student-athletes. 
, "I have to admit that I am a little 

swprised when I talk to rookies in 
the NBA or major-league baseball. 
Many ha,·e told me that they have 
been betting on game!,• said Michael 
Franzese. who was a capo in the 
Columbo crime family during the 
1970!! and 1980s. "No one should be 
shocked anymore that bookmakers 
are after college money." 
' Franzese, who is now a music, 

television and film producer. made 
his comments during a fornm on 
gambling problems now apparenl 011 
many college campll!leS. 
, NCAA official, betie,-e that gam

bling is so widespread on college 
campuses that more schools are 
Y'UUlerable to betting and point
shaving scandals similar lo the one 
recentJy disclosed at Arizona State 
a,ndatBoltonCollegeln 1996. 

,"Gambling on college campuses is 
a ,iuge, huge problem,· said Cedric 
Dempsey, executive director of the 
NCAA. "The FBI and Ute NCAA are 
now cooperating to a great extent to 
try to correct and resolve these 
Pl"(lblems.• 

College officials aren't the only 
ones who believe gambling ill a ma
jor problem among coUege students. 

•Quite honestly, it ls probably a 
worse problem among the general 
student on coUege campuses than 
alcohol or drug abuse," .'laid Ted 
Hanis, a former gytnnaM at the Uni
versity of Nebraska and a member of 
the NCAA's Sludent-Athlet.e Advi» 
ry Council. "I ha\'e seen students 
with sheeUI and lines openly betting. 
It Is qult.e common.· 

Sara Kennan, a soccer player at 
the University of San Franci.'ICO and 
Mother member of the council, -•rveseen it becoine quite common 
among atudenlll in gen~r.U," she Mid. 
•Most 11tudenl-athletes are aware of 
the problems and try to keep away 
from It, but it ill Oiere to deal with.' 

NCAA officials have initiated a 
Rli,jor national campaign to educate 
student-athlet~ about the problems 
a&SOdated with gambling. The cam
paign, dubbed "Don't Bet on It,' 
warns student-athlete!! and athletic 
department official$ or NCAA rules 
prohibiting gambling on sports 
events and how campus betting 
makes 11.udent-alhlet,,,s ~,dnerabte 
to bookmakers. 

A recent survey by the University 
of Cincinnati of 648 NCAA Division I 
haskelbaJI and football players l'.fis. 
c~ that more than 25 percent 
h!id bet on other coileg~ sporting 

-.Mttc~ell 
fka lr with c1l,!t't1ts 

"11111 ..... ,,..... 
........... caa
,...."811ctllolor ........ 

-Todllanlo 
Studtnt-llMett ldYilory coundl 

evenlll, 3. 7 percent had gambled on 
their o,m games, and !es., than 
I percent received money from a 
gambler to play poorly. 

In the 1980s, FranJese WU a key 
fiflll"I! in an attempt by New York 
entertainment agent.II Norby Walters 
and Uoyd Bloom to sign a11 many as 
20 potential first round NFL draft 
choices to representation contracts 
while the athlete!! were !ltiU in 
"hool. 

Among players signed by Walters 
and Bloom were fonner University 
or Iowa !II.Ml Ronnie Harmon and 
Devon Mitcheil and fonner Purdue 
lflar Ron Woodson. 

federal prosecutors used Franz. 
ese11,1a8Wwitne&'linthelrial. He 
claimed that the signing of the ath· 
let.es was designed to allow orga
nized crime to exert influence in the 
NFL. 

Walters Md Bloom were found 
guilty in 1989 by a federal jury in 
Chicago, but th09e con,ictiOllll were 
later overturned. 

Walter., remains an agent in Cali· 
fomia; Bloom w1111 murdered four 
years ago at his home in California in 
what appeared to police to be an ex
ecution. No ooe has bt!en arrested in 
connection with the murder. 

Franzese, who served two pri!On 
terms before dropping out of orga
nized crime, is now a frequent 
speaker to pro(eMional and college 
athletes concerning the dangers of 
gambling and how to avoid becom
ing vulnerable t.o beuors and book
makel'!I. 

FranzHe said he has been allowed 
to live despite his opeMess about 
his previoU!I life becaltle he never 
testified againlt anyooe conn«led 
with organized crime. 

Al the same time, F'ramese said 
his life in organ1zed crime often put 
him in contact with bookies and 
athletes. 

"Bookies make their lil'ing by get
ting close to athletes, whether it is 
professional spor!.'J or college sports. 
They want the information and will 
do anything to get it," Franzese said. 

f or example, Franzese said he 
uaed a Long Island car dealer who 
was a compulsive gambler to make 
automobiles available to athletes. 
That dealer would then involve ath· 
\etu in illegal gambling. 

• After they losl a lat o( money, the 
athletes were then brought Lo mr. I 
told 1hem to forget about the debt, 
but that I wan led to Mow e..•erything 
that was going on in the locker room. 
I wanted to know who wu sick, 
what the coach was doing. who was 
doing well," Fwueae Mid. 

Some playen were al90 ordered to 
throw games. 

"When they wm told that the 
game was on the line, they were ex
pected not to play weU," Franzese 
Mid 

College athletes are 11\0n! vulnera
ble to contact by bookleti and gam
blen than ll'Ulll1 athletes, he said. 

"Many or the8e kids are eM)' 
marks b«.ause they come from ram
llies without a lot money or they feel 
isolated or alone,· he Mid. "'That i., 
all a bookie needs to become llOme 
athlete's friend. 

':-3-ne, who is now balancing man1«I 
life with becoming an elemel\UU')' 
school teacher and a worlck:wll 
runner while running with a South 
Carolina track club. 

She is t1lrftlltly a substitute 
teacher in the Stalesboro, GL, 
Nehool dilltrict. Her husband, Todd 
Lane, is an Bll&.'!t&nt track coach a& 
Georgia Southern University. ' 

"I hope to coach one day too, but 
right now I er\ioy teaching so much,• 
the diminutive Johnson Lane sakl, 
adding that she el\io.y! teaching 
fint., l«Ond- and third--graders. 
"I've alw&yll said that I wouldn't 
teach anyone bigger than me so 
third grade is about the limit." 

She said her mOII: ,md memorlea 
from Luther are of running with her 
friends and her teammates. 

"I loved to run t.hrough Deeorah. 
There would be da)'!I I'd !lee 10 deer 
in a field or rabbitA running along 
the road. 'I'ho9e were special dayB to 
me and I will alway11 have great 
memoriet, • she said. 

Donna 5111111 
"&wr the tic" 

Shalala: 
Drop 
beer ads 

·in NCAA 
BJ TOM WITOSKY 
Mrn1~n• St.1rr \\'1m:1 

Atlanta, Ga. - Major
L-ollege sports officials should 
end their business relationships 
with the beer and alcohol in
dustries immediately, said 
Donna Shalala, U.S. Secretary 
of Health and Hwnan Services. 

"We need to sever the tie be
tween college ,ports and drink
ing,· Shalala, fonner chancel
lor at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, told NCAA 
delegates Monday at the asso, 
ciation's 92nd annual com·en
lion. "Completely. Absolutely. 
And forever." 

ShaJala said that such imme
diate action, while hurting 
many schools financially, 
would usi.!Jt. in the growing ef
fort to curb alcohol abu.,e on 
college campuses, particularly 
binge drinking. 

ihere have been death.-! at 
MIT, IBU, t'ordham, the Uni
versity of Ma,sachusetts, Vir
ginia, Penn State and many 
other schoob, • Shalala said. 
"We also know that alcohol 
abuse can lead to later health 
problems, certain types of can-, 
cer and is frequently a factor in 
11Mault, date rape, suicide and 
drowning." 

In recent years, NCAA offi
cial8 have insisted that any beer 
advertising on tournament 
broadcM!s urge moderale u.'1-
age and ading with Tf'.'(po11,U

bW1.v. In addition, oLher offi
dals have said Uiat the associa
hon should consick!r dropping 
all beer adverusing. 

Shalala also cited national 
!11.atL'ilics indicating that 40 per
cent or ail college iitudents en• 
gage in binge drinking, and il is 
more prevalent among college 
students than non-college 
studenlll. 

Shalala added that some 
!!ehools - North Carolina, Bay
lor and Bri~ Young • al
ready are declining alcohol
related 11pon110rshlp of It! 
sponingevenLS. 

But other 11Chool and conJ'er
ence officials sald thal such ac
tion would be too dramatic. 

Doug Elgin, rommlsslo11er or 
the St Louis-balled Missouri 
Valley Conference. ackno-.,,i. 
edged that Anhewier-Busch Is a 
major sponsor of the conltt• 
Pnce's J)O!llseason basketball 
loumament and other confer
c-nce sport,; ewnts. 

.. Our relationship wilh AB ls a 
good one," Elgin said. 

,\s.-1()1~,lflnJ'..r 

GIibert lrewn is greeted by fans in the Green Bay airport after the Packers beal San t' ranclloo. JfJ ,, 

They're Niners no more:'.: 
Packers make a name ,, 

Grt!1•n Bay, Wis. (AP) - Maybe 
now GrL't'II Bay wun 'I bl• 1·oustanlly 
1:umpare<l with San t'nmdsrn. 

O('Spih· ttwir pNlig~•·· the IW C), 
lime· NF\ C'lmmphm l'adrrs have 
~s1abllshed an iUCn1ity arul buml)(id 
the 49t>rs rrom the playoffs tluee 
consecutive years 

.. We have two different team., and 
two differrnt cities. It's lime we're 
fl!(;Ogniit-d as the Grnen Bay Packer.. 
and the Green Bay Packer organiza
tion," said Coach Mike llolmgren, 
whose nine postscason victories tic 
him with V'mce Lombardi. 

Holmgren learned the West Coast 
offeMe, with Its quick slants and 
short dropbacks, from Bill Walsh, 
the arctUtect of the modem Nf1. 
pusingattack. 

In 1992, he brought those phllo~ 
phies, along with several asslstants, 
to Green Bay and shared his acumen 
with a wild young quarterback 
named BttU Favre who w.ould be
come &lie three-time most valuable 
player, lhe perfect complement to a 
dominant defenae led by Reggie 
White and LeRoy Butler. 

But Holmgren, who ha., beaten the 
49ers four tlmn in 25 monthll, isn't 
e\"en fond of the term anymore 

"What I get tired or hearing is the 
'West Coast offense,' " Holmgren 
said. "I think that's kind of a lazy 
term, really. I mean, It was kind or a 
cull' little deal at one lime and now 
it'sbet!nsixyears. lt'snottheiwne." 

OK, how does the Midwest Ver
sion of the West Coast Offense 
sound? 

Or how about just the Cheesehead 

Denver's super duo could 
help owner accept past losses 
\%\T•"•-11" 

Denver BroncOll ownt!r Pal lJowlen can't sh11k1• the hitter memory of 
three Super Bowl losses in four years. 

·111eyall werepr~tymuch thPAAml', ·· Bowln1 salrt. "lrl had to pick 

j°i: ~~~~~h:~!i,~;:;:;~~c~·-?,ulrl be the lust one in San Diego. We ;~ 

That wllB Super Bowl XXll in 1988, whrn Wa.'4hington's Doug Wil• 
Uams threw four louchdown passes in a 3f>-point sprlll', the greateat ~1' 

quarter by any Super Bowl quarterback. The Broncos lost, 42-10. 

th:=;;t::~ai::=:r::r,:1;,:~~1~7.~,f ~~~~::: .• , 1 

take anything from the others, but fro m a talenl standpoint, 11.crOM the 
board they're better." 

Bowlen also said John Elway is playing lhe best footbnJJ of hill 16-
year career. 

"He'11 healthier, he's more rehued," Bowlen s;ud. '" And his offense is 
quartcrb~:k-friendly." 

Bowlen mean., Tl!fTell Davis, lhe Broncos' power back, h11:1 given 
7Elwayarunninggan1e. 

Is this Elway'11 final !!hot? 
"He's signed for three or four more year..," 13owlen AA.id. "" I hope he 

doesn't leave. I'd have nightmares. I'd love to 1hink hu'll play for that 
long." 

Offense? 
Whatever you call ii, Holmgren 

believes Sunday'11 23- JO victory over 
San Francisco will tlnal.ly pull him 
out of the 49en' shadow. 

"I hope so, but l'U also concede 
that while I wa.~ here I wa.~ a good 
student," Holmgren said. "I tried to 
be. Obviously, when you go from 

ht' re to sonwplal.'e e~ like we did~ 
Green Bay, after s1:i: yr:llll n~., 
we've establishl-d our own identity." 

Now, the stmlent is •l!N.•B Coach 
~;i::;a:,:•:~r~~~~;:~~~th o~ 

And now, 11w mOOt'J franchile ii 
lhc powrr1ul PackeB. 

Mora returns 
to coach Colts 

FRn11loT,l~T1:t1\\"1us. Su11<:t'.~ 

Jim Mora followed a familiar path 
in the National Football League, 
moving from the broadcast booth to 
become coach or lndianapolls 
Monday. 

Mora, 62, who spent the past sea
son as an NBC commentator, suc
ceeds Lindy Infante, who WIili fired 
last month aft.er the Co!lll finished 
~ lJ, the worst record in the league 

"Mayhe I was burned out a little," 

::~j ::~ w:~ NFL 
""'h ,r New Non:~ 
Orleans mid• -
way through 
the 1996s,eason. '"But I think the yrar 
a.nd a half off wa.~ prohahly b'OOo1 ro r 
Ille. One o(tlll! problems L~. maybe i11 

this business }"OU can stay some
place too long. 

.. l\'e now had some time to sir 
back. l feel like the :fl'ason spenl in 
broadca&ting was ,·aluablc to me, I 
sawthingsfromanothersi<le." 

Mora is the latest in a line of 
coaches who have returned to the 
sidelines after spending time as tele
vision broadc.llllters. The list 
includes Mike Dit.lca, v.·ho replaced 
Mon. in New Orle&M last season, 
and Dick Vennell, who was hired by 
St. Louis for a job that Mora had 
,ought. 

Mora ls the Colts' eighth coach 
since the franchise moved t'rom Bal
timore in 198-1. 

hnil IHt to JIii - With lelllll 

in h1s eyes, 8am Morris was taken 
from a Rockwall, Texa.,, courtroom 
In handcuffs Monday t.o begin a 120-
day jail S('nt.ence for violating his 
probation on a 1006 m8f\Juana po!lo

session comiction. 
Moni!I admitted 10 missing se\"en 

meeting., with his probation offictr 

since going on dt'frrrf'd rnljucl1ratlon 
ln June 1006. However, he denied 
two other allt>gation., and, a, part of 
aple11 bargain. wa.,puni!lhrd rorfour 
months instead of a l)O!lllible 10 
years. 

St.ate Districl Judge Sue Pirtle told 
Morris, a free agent running hack 
who played for Baltimore thi8 iw.a
son, that if he makes another n\is. 
take he11 have to serve the remain• 
dcr of the sentence In prison with no 
chance for appeal. 

NFL 1ttkln1 Ille TY ltlteks -
Tht' Nntional football ~ague is 
r l<ISI' to fmaliring a new trlevision 
<l t•al that could be bigger U1an all 
nme or it! previous cont racts 
rnmbillf'd. 

The Nt1. is looking ror an eight
y,•ar do•al to replace it! four-year, 
$4.4 billion cootract with Fox, NBC, 
ABC, ESPN and TNT that e:i:pue!i 
l\t'li month, three indU!!IJ'y !OUJCe!I 
told The A.,socialed Press on Mon• 
day on condition of anonymity. 

Industry lnsiders predici.&Llt'asta 
70 perct'nl increase in rights fot!tl, 
which "(ould bring the Ntl, about 
$1.87 billion annually. A deal could 
he announced as soon .111 Wedne!lday 
if lhe incumbenta meet the Nfl.'1 
price. Leq!Mi and network official~ 
were either wiavailable or unwilling 
to comment. 

Sources al!IO say the Nt1. would 
have the option of opening n(I the 
dtoal alt.er n,·e years If ii fee~ It can 
gel. more money. Thill increase! tlw. 
pra,ure oo the network.'! lo ante up 
or f:K:e being ll'lthool the hotlMII 
tf'levt!don l!J)Ol1.'1 pro()l'rty until al 
leMt2006. 

Under the previous deal, Fox paid 
$1 .68 billion owr four yeMI, ABC 
pllld $9'l0 million, NBC paid $1168 
rnilllon, ESl'N paid lri24 m!Uion and 

,\ ~ lf:l,\1'11)~ 

H11 M..-1 is rl.'lurning to 111C 
~idcli ncs after a season In the-, 
broadens! hoo1h . lndlanapolia 
named him "-'oach on Monday. 

TNT paid $496 million. 

S11ttlt tYtl SINltrs' AW -
J'l!Ulburgh began the off-HMOO. 
Monday !f))K'uiating about he..1 
agent lo!1SC11. Only lhi$ time, the Ille,: 
Is topped not by a player, but foocbeH , 
OIJ'!rations chief Tom Donahoe. , t: 
k~°;i~~~e18;~~e;~o~=::-! 
de11pite an allTIO!lt yearly tumavtt I.ti 
talent, is a top candidate to beoo~ -~ 
Seattle'! general manager. • ,~ 

The Seahawks WIUll to tun a:• 
provt'I\ lak>nt evaluator and admin-.' 
i.'ltrator to run their foot.ball opes.,'""; 
lions, and have been intereeted In.,, 
Donahoe for 8eVenl monthA. ,,"; 

SeattJereport,edlyillwillingtopa(il 
its new general manager about ~ 
St million IJ'!r year, or approrl,c 
mately nve llmcs Donahoe's salary 
inPltll!burgh. ,, 

M~d:~e ~a~::r'l:;~I~ ; 
2,\-21 Amcric·ru1 t'ootba.11 C-OnJ'erencfil 

:~~~hi~~~~~~::~,~~=: 
by another club. , 

Undrr Ntl. ru!Ps, atl.>am must ftra 
!!et•k P1•m1i.won from Steelers pre!i- ' 
it1•nr O,u1 lluont')" to talk lO Donahl'lf'~: 
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