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BRIEFS 

From Wire Reports 

Irvin jury selection 
gets under way 

DALI.A5 - Ajudge on 
Tuesday rejected a motion 
by defense lawyers for Cow
boys receiver Michael Irvin 
that the pool of potential ju
rors for his drug possession 
trial did not reDect the racial 
mix of the Dallas area 

State District Judge Manny 
Alvarez denied the motion 
without comment as the trial 
got under way for the Dalla.Ii 
star,who.facesupto.20 
years in prison if convicted 
on felony cocaine and misde
meanor marijuana charges. 

The jury will be selected 
from a pool of 67 people, 
most of whom are white. 
Twelve are black. one is 

, Asian and one is Hi!lpanic. 
Irvin's lawyer.J objected af. 

ter a pool of 30 potential ju
rors was brought in to re,, 
plenish those in the original 
poolof65-23ofwhom 
were excused from duty in a 
morning session because of 
scheduling conflicts. 

Of the 30 replacements. 27 
were white, one wasblack, 
one was Asian and one was 
Hispanic .. 

Saints release 
safety Buck 

NEW ORLEANS-The 
New Orleans Saints released 
safety Vince Buck, lheir sec
ond-round draft choice in 
1990, with three seasons left 
on his contract. 

"This move was not neces
sary to get under the salary 
cap or to make room for the 
signing of our 10 draft choic
es. .. genera] manager Bill 
Kuharich said. "It does, how
ever, give us more money to 
utilize in addressing other 
positions as needed." 

So far in the offseuon. the 
Saints have added safeties 
Greg Jackson, an unrestrict
ed free agent from Ph.iladel
phia, Je'Rod Cheny,drafted 
in the second round last 
April and Anthony Newman, 
a nine-year NFL veteran who 
joined the team last year. 

Buck was drafted out of 
Central State University in 
Ohio and began his career at 
comerback before being 
moved to free safety in 1994, 
where he started each of the 
,last two seasons. He spent 
the last three games of 1995 
on injured reserve. 

Lasorda admits 
self to hospltal 

LOS ANG EI.ES- Los An-

~iJ:~:t=~m 
to a hospital with abdominal 
pain, but the extent of his 
rondition was not clear. 

Club spokesman Jay Lucas 
said Tuesday the 68,year-old 

::c!::~r:H~ 
taI Medical Center. Luorda 
drove lO the hospital from 
his home Monday night and 
admitted himself. 

Dodgen coach Bill Russell 
managed the team against 
the Cubs. Lucu said I.asor
da won't nioin the Dodgen 
until he receives medical 
clnrance. 

Brits clean up court at Wimbledon 
Tha AMOClated PrMs ■ Related story, 3C 

WIMBLEDON, England - What's 
going on here? 

Could it really be that long-belea
guered Brits were 5-0 on the second day 
of Wimbledon? Especially after three 
big-name Americans were wiped out on· 
opening day? 

blest and most gracious ways to accept 
defeat, finally just got sick and tired of 
being bashed. 

day that saw Andre Agassi, Jim Courier 
and Michael Chang leave in a huny, 
Tuesday's stars became a slew of names 
that few have heard outside the British 
Isles. None are ranked in the top 50. 

Maybe it was the crowd that inspired 
them. Maybe it was England's ,occer 
team, whose success in Euro '96 has cap. 
tivated this country for two weeks. 
Maybe it was because Britain simply has 
better tennis players these days. 

~once you been knocked enough 
times, there becomes a sort of wall 
that the players go into," said Mark 
Petchey. one of the quintet of winners 
Tuesday. "There's a big belief within 
the players that there's time to get out 
there and prove what we're abouL" 

1im Henman (ranked 62) led the 
charge with a fivMet shocker over 
French Open champion Yevgeny Kafel
nikov on Centre Court A1 the same 
time, Canadi31HUmed-Bril Greg Ruseds-
kj (65) was winning on Court I. Petchey 
(202) on Court 2, Danny Sapsford (195) 
on Court 3 and LJ.Jke Milligan (278) on 
Court 5. This after Chris Wilkinson 
(138) and Colin Beeche, (323) both won 
on Monday . 

Or maybe this was the day that the 
Brits. who have always found the hum-

Whatever the reason, seven British 
men have advanced to the second round 
of a Grand Slam for the first time in 20 
years. Mer the American disaster Mon-

., 
Britain'• Tim Henman won a flve-aet match against 
RuHia'• Yevgeny Kafelnlkov In 3 hours, 36 minutes.-

Barkley . 
talk keeps 
Houston 
buzzing 
The Auoclated Presa 

HOUSI'ON - Hakeem Olajuwon has 
heard the hopeful speculation buzzing around 
town regarding the Houston Rocket&' report• 
ed efforts to trade for Charles Barkley. 

Now the Rockets center wants to hear what 
Sir Charles has to say about the possibility 
that a miru-Dream Team of Barkley, Olajuwon 
and Clyde Drexler might convene to bring 
the Rockets another NBA championship. 

"It woukl be nice to hear from Barkley him
self what he's thinking.~ Olajuwon said Tues
day. "Barkley is an asset. To have Barkley on 
the team, on any team, is an asset.., 
~on ~h~ ~ chance to hear 
week, when Dream Team -
Ill gath"" in Chicago to 
begin practice for the 
0=J~\., asked 

1- nm.lMICHAELMcCARTER 

Don Slmlngtoo, 33, la having one ot hla best aeaaona ever. The LaDowna Jockey haa retumed after several injuriH. 

~ Phoenix Suns to trade 
him to a team that has a 
chance to win the NBA ti
tle, namely Crucago, Indi
ana, New York or Haus- ,__ ... -.. __._.. 

10That pronouncement, u......:.::::.._...LJ 
which the 6-6 forward 

Battling back made on national -televi- .---,=-.....; 
sion three weeks ago, 

~~h~ ai:"!e~: 
way in Houston - to a 

'~!~general manag-

Downs jockey doesn't let injuries get best of him er Bob Weinhauer fueled 
that recently by publicly 

~~1~a~ By RUSSELL HEDGES 
The Times 

0 ne of a jockey's worst fears is in
jury. It's not just the pain or the 
lost income from being unable to 

ride. An injury can be devastating to a 
jockey because when he comes back, it's 
almost like starting over. 

Unless the jockey is a "name," he can 
move to the end of the line when the 
good horses are doled out 

Looisiana Downs veteran jockey Don 
Simington knows this all too well. In the 
last five years, Simington has rarely 
made it through a full meet because of 
injuries. 

It hasn't been easy coming back from 
each injury. Simington and his agent. 
Byard Gilbert of Hot Springs, Ark.. have 
spent many hours working the backside 
at Louisiana Downs to gel good mounts. 

"I just go by and check with all the 
trainers and owners in the morning," 
Simington said. 'The other guys can't 
ride them all.~ 

Not surprisingly, the key to getting 
better business is winning. But that can 
be a Catch 22 situation because winning 
depends upon the horses. 

"There's probably not much difference 
in ability among the top 15 jockeys 
here," Simington said. "If you're win
ning, everybody wants you. If you're not, 
nobody wants you. It snowballs. 

week cleared room under '---'0"',..,1,~won__.,w 

¥im ~ ~d~ ~ 
rutt to the Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Then on Tuesday, lhe Houston Chronicle 

=t:n~==;!::~e: 
line. "lftheunifonnfits ... " 

The Chronicle also cited unnamed Suns 
90UfCtS as saying Barkley will be traded this 

:rern:r~~~!.~~~~d= 
not come until after next Monday, when the =~ goes up to $243 million, the 

Amid all the excitemenL it 9eems the only 
question remaining - for radio talk show 

=~r~wl~~~~ 
Barkley. 

In 1991, he broke several vertebrae in 
his back and was out six months. Since 
then he has broken a wrist, collarbone 
and both his hands. "I would ride a cou
ple of months and go back down for two 
months." he said. ~ll been four or five 
years that way," 

n,.,~McCARTER 

Don Simington haa spent many 
hours at the racetrack, working the 
Downs back11de to get good mounta. 

"You ride what others can't and don't 
want to. Then the business starts com
ing together. You get a little luck. the 
more you win the better you do. The rest 
of it comes right behind." 

Trainer Steve Pelletier has always 
been a strong lieliever in Simingtort. 

NBA draft 
Through it all, the 33-year-old Siming• 

ton has persevered. Now he's having 
one of his best meets ever. ■ Please see HARD, Page SC 

■ WHEN: 6:30 tonight. 
■ WHERE: East Ru1herfon:I, N.J. 
■ TV: TNT. 
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Pro salaries make agents do the darnedest things 
You don't have to tell Oscar 

Schoenfelt the extreme measures 
that some agents will use to drum 
up business. 

Schoenfelt. a 
Shreveport 
product who 
now is attorney 
in Baton Rouge, 
has heard about 
agents making 
illegalpaymenls 
to college ath
letes. He knows 
about the terri-
:,. :\'/::';.! .__,_..__ _ _, 
fession. Now the agent business 
has more sleaz.e on it than a down
town Miami nightclub. 

"But it's been this way ever 
since I've been in the business 
and that's qver 10 yean," Schoen-

felt said. 
Schoenfelt ha!! seen it all. He 

has seen competition try to bribe 
his office staff to send prospective 
clients their way. 

He has seen a ronner offtce em
playee leave the company and 
take business with him to another 
finn. Competition isn't just fierce, 
it's bloodthirsty. 

And Schoenfelt doesn't even 
represent a lottery pick. Tonight 
when the NBA selects its future 
stats. Texas Tech's Darvin Ham 
will be Schoenfelt's only prospect. 

Imagine the chicanery when 
there's millions of dollars at stake. 

•1t's a competitive business," he 
said. "I represent four NBA play
ers (Seattle's Ervin Johnson, LA 
Cli~rs• Stanley Roberts, Vancou
ver's 1im Breaux and Minnesota's 
Mark Dav\'!) and that's more than 

any other agent in Louisiana 
That's how competitive this ha! 
become. 

"But I also deal in some accident 
claims and that has become very 
competitive. 100. It's not much dif. 
ferent with agents." 

The difference is that agents are 
now planting seeds in hopes of 
reaping a huge harvest one day. 
Those seeds are in lhe fonn of ille, 
gal payments or gifts such as jew. 
elry. Maybe the enticement is 
even a new car. 

Wooing college juniors and se
niors is somewhat expected. but 
now agents are scouting the high 
schools to locate future prospects. 

They fill their heads with praise 
and try to become friends. Then if 
the athlete succeeds at the college 
level, they have an in. 

The payou;tor an agent will be 

no more than four percent some
where between $2,000-S,OOO on a 
minimum salary. 

But if the player turns out to be 
a lottery pick and then lands big 
endorsement contracts, the num
bers soar. 

The NCM and Congress are 
trying to find a way to stop the 
corruption. They have asked for 
the professional leagues to help 
and the playen' associations are 
certifying agents. 

But Schoenfelt still SttS two 
wrongs that won't ever make it 
rij(ht. 

first, an agenl needs no qualifl· 
cations to become an agent 

Second, P long 11!1 college ath
lete, are "'ithoot money. any of
fers are going to look good. 

"You get any kid who has never 
had any m~ and 10meooe 

comes along and says here's 
$2,000, human nature is that he's 
going to take it," Schoenfelt said .. 
"That won't change until the 
NCM or whoever decides to rd 
the college playen tome money." 

As long u the chance exists thal 
an agent can make a )tilling oft 
one of the super prospects, bend- . 
ing the rules will always be a rca- ' 
10nable gamble to some people. 

Unfortunately, the Leigh Stein-: 
bergs o( the agent world may be. 
the most visible, but behind the: 
scenes there's too many Norby 
Walten and Uoyd Blooms who 
will do anything to get a client. 

• K.nt Heltholt la a Thnea sports 
writer. Ht can be fNChed by 
catllng 459-3211 or by Hfdlng a =:.:~-=I to: 
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