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COLLEGE FOOTBALL OUTDOORS 

Florida St. probes 
charge of payoffs 

'It's a time 
liomb sitting 
out there 
ticking ... ' 
Bobby Bowden 

No smallies? Try (ahem) carp: 
Bass angler finds lively action fly fishing for Old Buglemouth 

S,EdSllennan 
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Florida State might have some 
tarnish thrown on its national 
football championship. 

The school announced Saturday 
it would Investigate allegations 
that as many as nine players re
ceived cash and merchandise from 
a representative of an agent while 
p\aylng on last year's title team. It 
is against NCAA rules for a play
er to accept any Inducements 
from an agent before the com
pletion of his eligibility. 

·Jr the NCAA can prove the 
si;"hool knew or should have 
known of the ruJes violations, 
Florida State would be subject to 
pei:mlties, Including fort'eiting vic
tories. School officials said Satur
daS,- they were unaware of any 
prqblems and that they had a 
p(oper compliance program in 
place. Twice a year, Florida State 
requires each player to sign a 
form stating they didn't take any 
money from an agent 

It Is highly unlikely anything 
will happen to affect Florida 
State's status as national champi
on. The NCAA doesn't conduct a 
championship in football and 
wouldn't have any jurisdiction to 
strip the Seminoles of a title they 
won in the polls. 

Florida State confirmed the In· 
volvement of two players Satur
day, although the names weren't 
disclosed. It stressed Helsman 
Trophy winner Charlie Ward 
wasn't Involved. 

"We have learned there were in
deed some problems we need to 
address." said Sandy D' Alemberte, 
president of the university. "We've 
only begun the Investigation. 
There are a great deal of things 
we don't know." 

Florida State was made aware of 
the charges by Sports lliustrated, 
which reportedly Is planning a 
story on agents. Two or its writ• 
ers. including Doug Looney, who 
co-wrote a book last fall portray
ing Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz 
negatively, contacted school om
clals ror reaction. The writers 
wouldn't give the school any 
name,. 

"We're trying to find the people 
they talked to," said a athletic de
partment official. "We're stabbing 
in the dark right now." 

The Tallahassee Democrat re
ported several players spent up to 
$6,000 during a shopping spree at 
a local mall with money from an 
agent. The school still isn't exactly 
sure which agent was involved 

If history is an Indication, any 
potential penalties probably will 

focus on the players, net the 
school. If the players involved 
were underclassmen, they could 
lose their eligibility. 

"Everyone Is quick to say a 
school will have to forfeit games," 
said Richard Hilliard, NCAA di
rector of enforcement, who 
wouldn't talk directly about the 
case. "It's hardly a certainty. The 
question Is, 'Did the school · 
know?'" 

Last year, Alabama all-America 
cornerback Antonio Langham 
took money from an agent. He 
was suspended for his final two 
games, but the school incurred no 
sanctions. Also, when it was re
vealed numerous players received 
Illegal payments from agents 
Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom, 
none of the schools Involved was 
penallied 

The Florida State situation un
derscored the agent problem 
facing many campuses. 

"This ls something you're so 
afi'aid is going to happen," said 
Florida State coach Bobby 
Bowden "It's a time bomb slttlng 
out there ticking, ticking, 
ticking--(U"ld you hope that big old 
hand doesn't hit our number. It 
hit our number." 

F RANKLIN GROVE. Ill
Mike Haines of Kingston 
carefully noated his long 
strand or yellow fly line 
onto the still water, but 

the blg fish took a lazy look, 
turned tail and casually swam 
away. 

Another humiliating rejection 
on picturesque Franklin Creek, 
maybe the prettiest smallmouth 
bass factory in northern Illinois. 

We came Monday lo convince 
the smallies that crystal-clear 
water along with a 20-degree tem
perature drop were no reasons to 
reject honest baits. But now we 
had a cold shoulder even rrom an 
arrogant carp. 

As president of the newly for
med Illinois Smallmoulh Alliance, 
Haines may not like folks to know 
he's really a carp man at heart. 
But good anglers know Old 
Buglemouth can be a wonderful 
adversary, especially when Oy 

• fishing for other species becomes 
little more than exercise. 

Haines unveiled his deadly 
"carp Oy"-a loosely tied yellow 
woolly bugger that looks suspi
ciously like a kernel or com. 

"Caught a 28-lnch 8-pounder last 
summer on the Kishwaukee with 
that," he said with a Dush of 
pride. '1'hat's what we F1atlanders 
do when it gets tough." 

Haines explained that late sum-
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mer dog days can be hard on 
those who like to fish small, clear 
streams for smallmouth and rock 
bass. Heat seems to drive those 
bass Into hiding until the air cools 
near the end of the day. 

"That's when I switch to carp," 
Haines said . .,You can wade out In 
midday In your gym shoes and 
shorts and have a ball Those 
carp'll be active throughout the 
day. I'd say most people have no 
idea carp can be caught on mes. 
but I've had days when I've 
caught plenty. And they give you 
a lot of action. The smaller ones of 
2 and 3 pounds will jump." 

Haines said he was stwmed 
when he first caught a carp on a 
little yellow stone Dy nymph while 
fishing for rainbows near Rock 
Falls and the thing took a big 
leap. 

"Usually, it's Just one leap, then 
they bear down," he said. 

The nice thing about fishing 
clear streams for carp is you 
sometimes can see them flnnlng 
In midpool and accordingly plan 
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to a spot, you first perch on a log 
and drink in the scene before wet
ting a line. 

"I knew this was a special piece 
of habitat, but my mind hadn't 
played it up to be this good," mar
veled state fisheries chief Mike 
Conlin, fishing the creek for his 
first time. "It Is marvelous." 

--------------------------------------- your cast. A good quartering toss 

Our group, guided by regional 
fisheries guru Pete Paladino, di
vided the creek Into three sections 
to avoid overcrowding. Each 
bunch accordingly fished about 2 
miles of stream. Everyone caught 
smallies, particularly late in the 
day when the sun warmed the 
water. I had a nice 11-incher on a 
Beetle spin, plus several battling 
rock bass of acceptable pan size. 

Can you imagine any he.Her pe,ace of mind 
than faking yourcarortruck 
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will Plop the bait a few feel ahead 
of the fish and to one side, then 
slowly intersect with the quarry. 
Put a bait in front of a carp and 
twitch it just right and you'll often 
be in for a fight. 

But this was not the time to 
think or carp, with smallies 
lurking in almost every hole of 
Franklin Creek. This Rock River 
tributary a few miles east or 
Dixon is one of Illinois' least

'known splendid fisheries, al
though this time it was troubled 
by extremely low water, which 
meant you had to hike from pool 
to pool to do any serious angling. 

The stream winds for 6 miles 
through the rock-walled wonders 
of Franklln Creek State Park, 
complete with caves and 
overhangs. This beautiful nature 
preserve is a tribute to grass-roots 
activism. Faced with the threat of 
development, local residents sever
al years ago forced the state to ac
celerate its purchase schedule, 
thereby preserving a bona flde 
treasure. 

The prlBtlne, rtmy stream is 
only one or Franklin Creek's 
crowning jewels. Its bottomland 
floodplain routinely nourishes one 
of the finer spreads of wildflowers 
I have seen in any spring. 

Right now, acres of creek bot
tom are carpeted with calf-deep 
Virginia bluebells, so bright 
they'll hurt your eyes. Or were 
those merely tears or rapt appreci• 
atlon? Flowers of every hue stand 
in thick communities, including 
the wild geranium. It's the kind of 
place where each time you move 

Dale Ludewig or De Kalb had 
the best results farther up
stream- six smallies on a blackish 
Clouser fly, four from a single 
hole. Fellow outdoor writer Les 
Davenport, who ran out or pa
tience with artificial baits, did a 
number on both smallles and carp 
with nightcrawler pieces on a gold 
hook slowly drifted through deep
er holes. 

Several fellows even nailed fat, 
angry creek chubs on rues and ar
tlflcials, which has to be the last 
word In ultralight fishing. 

"I remember as a kid going 
down to the pasture and catchlng 
creek chubs and bullhead," Conlin 
reminisced. 

There were enough suicidal 
chubs in Franklin Creek to make 
one begin W think of ways to cook 
them, or at least pickle them In 
chunks like herring. Why not? 

I went back to Franklin Creek 
again Wednesday with my wife 
and got chewed out for not dis
covering the place years ago. 

"It's so beautiftll here It makes 
you want to cry," she trilled 

I solemnly nodded. or course, I 
already knew that 

Franklin Cmlc State Park is 
best reochtd from Franklin Grove 
on m. Hwy. 38. Go north on a 
cowuy road and follow the sl.gns. 
Tm.ti and stream maps are loroted 
in th£ parking lots on either side. 
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Walton League report lauds hunter behavior 

ATLANTA- Trespassing is the 
single most slgn.llkant ronn ol ir
responsible hunter behavior, ac
oordinl to • report by the lr.&ak 
Walton Leaaue or AmericL 

But overall, behavior or U.S. 
hunten is lfOOd and gett1na better, 
the leque said. The report, ba9ed 
on a nationwide survey or state 
nsh and wUdllfe qenctes, cited 
hunter«lucaUon counes as the 
fqo. 1 factor ln the tnnd. • 

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact




