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DONALD UUL -a-... 
Why North trial 
turned out fine 

I 'M GlADTHENorthtrialtumed 
out the way ii did. What's the 
good of being president if you 

can't thumb your nose at Congress, 
subvert the Constitution and bamboo• 
zte the American People?That, of 
course. was the effect of the North sen• 
te11ce: Ronald Reagan go, off scot- free. 

lncaseyou haven't heard, Ol lie 
North, for lying co Congress and as­
sorted Iran-contra crimes, was sen­
tenced lo a two-week, all-expense-paid 
vacation in Hawaii and a lifetime sup­
ply of Kleenex. Oh, th ose weren'! the 
technical tenns buc ii was like that. He 
got off easy, especially considering the 
fart that people are lining up to give 
him moneywpayoff hisfinesand his 
lawyers 

This means that Mr. Reagan (along 
with his faithful companion, Tonto of 
Kennebunk!)()rt) no longer has to suf­
fer amnesia when North's name comes 
up. Had North been clamped in irons 

OVER THE COFFEE 
and dragged off to jail. the Reagan­
Bush team would have had tu continue 
to_deny its res!)()nsibility for Ollie's 
pl ight e\"en as North proclaimed it. 
Nowche matter can be al lowed to drift 
away and be forgonen, like the deficit . 

It's fort he best, J"m sure. We liberals 
ha~'e spent the P:ast year getting hit 
overt he head with flags, skewered by 
the Pledge of Allegiance and subjected 
10 anti-abortion harangues. I'm not 
sure we needed '"Free Ollie!" demon­
strations. His price for speeches is 
bound tu go up 10$50,000 and Mel 
Gibson probably will play him in the 
movie. 

The Iran-contra scheme started as a 
fantasy; le1 ii end as a fiction. Ollie 
North is a hero. President Reagan 
couldn't know e\·eiythingthat was go­
mg on in the government. George 
Bush wa~ at the Army-Navy game. 

I imagme John Poindexter is pretty 
eagertogoontrial now. lfhe eopsa 
plea maybe 1hey·11 give him a new car. 

I did enjoy the performance of 
North's lawyer, Brendan Sullivan, 
however. Having spent the better pan 
of two years protesting1he innocence 
of his client, he quick shifted gears and 
threw himself on the rnercyofthc 
court at sentencing. 

"Ollie Nonh is far from a perlect 
man." said Sull ivan. ''He made serious 
mistakes. Bui I ask again in closing ... 
what is a good life worth if not given 
full measure at this hour of need? You 
have before you a man who is worthy 
of the court's mercy, compassion. un• 
derstanding and leniency." 

The presidingjudge. Gerhard 
Gesell, apparemly thought so. too. " I 
do nor think that ... you were a leader 
at all." he told North. '"but really a 
low-ranking subordinate working to 
cany out initiatives of a few cynical 
superiors. You came 10 be the point 
man in a very complex power play de­
veloped by higher-ups." 

Which is true, but it dodges theop­
!)()rtunity to put moral pressure on 
those cynical superiors by bei ng hard 
on Nonh. On the other hand, 1he 
superiors probably could have slood 
the pain of seeingOlli~injail. It's not 
as though they have conSciences. 

Whate\·erOIHe is paying him, Sulli­
van was worth it . 

Which reminds me ofa lawyer joke. 
A man seeks out a lawyer and ask~ him 
what he charges. 

"Fifty dollars for 1hree questions," 
says the lawyer. 

" Isn't that a little steep?" asks the 
man. 

"Yes," says the lawyer. '"Now what 
was your final question!' 

Which reminds me of a lawyer story, 
a I rue one. I heard it from a friend who 
satonajury. 

It seems that a man, who happened 
to be a lawyer forfheJustice Depart­
ment . was accosted on a Washington 
subway by a fellow who demanded a 
dollar. When the lawyerdeclined to 
give up the loot, the fellow grabbed the 
lawyer by the shoulders and said: 
"You'd better give me the dollar ... An­
other passenger summoned the !)()lice 
and the fellow was arrested for assault 
Not exaclly Bernhard Goetz, is it? 

Anyway, my friend the juror said 
that the jury was persuaded to bring in 
aguiltyverdict - inwha1 was, after 
all. a two-bit case- by the defense at­
torney who throughout the 1rial kept 
referring to her client as "the assail­
ant." 

If I ever get in serious trouble. I want 
Brendan Sullivan 1odefend me. My 
luck being what it is, not to mention 
my bank account. 1"11 probably get the 
lady who defended ; he assailant. 

For the hundreds. even dozens, of 
you who care. lam not going on 
RAG BRA I 1his year. I know that I 
bragged that I would, but as it turned 
out I have a sore fOOI and ii rained 
everyday when lwastryingtoget in 
shape and the dog are my bicycle. 

Maybe 11ext year. 

THE FORUM 
Editorials.. . . . . . . . 2C 
Potomac Fever .... .. 2C 
Books .............. 4C 
Letters . . .... .... ... SC 

College sports: The jousting match 
between academics and athletics 

By ROBERT JAMES WALLER 
The University of Iowa re­
cruits agile young men , 
many of them black and 
from distant cities, and lets 
them entertain us through 
the snap or November air 
and the hurtful cold of our 
winter nights. These young 
men, guided by the crisp 
athletic minds of people 
s uch as Hayden Fry a nd 

Tom Davis, do what they're asked to do and do 
it well. The touchdowns come, !he stuff shots 
make the backboards tremble, the bowls and 
the tou rnaments send out invitations, and 
Iowans are conten1. In a sta te that suffers from 
geographical anonymity. along with a curious 
and self-imposed sense of cultural inferiority, 
apparently many Iowans believe that success­
ful colkge athletic teams provide them with le­
gitimate national bragging rights, ofsorts. 

Comes now into our midst one Hunter Rawl­
ings 111, princely of both name and spirit. After 
a somewhat jumbled effon at findi ng a decent 
president for the University of Iowa, the state's 
Board of Regents hired Rawlings and gave him 
the explicit charge of making the university a 
plact of academic excellence. Rawlings, it 
seems, has taken that directive seriously. A lit · 
tie too seriously, for some. 

What Rawlings 
recommended 

Hunter Rawlings Ill , you see, is fed up with 
the shall ow academic perlormance of many 
university athletes and !he dishonesty tha t 
seems co accompany top-drawer collegiate 
athletic enterprises. He believes that ath letes 
ought to learn something aside from how to ex­
ecute a four-comer offense, late in the game, 
e11r ly in thei r lives. So as spring came to the 
flatlands, the April light thin and yellow and 
warming, Rawlings ' announced hi s recom­
mendations: 

• Lobby the National Collegiaie Athletic As· 
sociation to ban freshmen from playing for or 
practicing with athletic teams. 

• lf the NCAA does not adopt such a ban 
within three years. the University of Iowa 
should do it unilaterally. 

, en:Jollege sports seasons should be short-

• The practice of housing athletes together 
in University of Iowa dormitories should be 
ended. 

• Athletes who are convicted of crimes 
should be banned from their teams. 

• Universi ties should be required to make 
public the graduation rates of their athletes, 
with !he rates broken down by the athletes' 
race and sport . 

The Valdez oil spill and the annual meeting 
of the Iowa Legislature had ro fight for newspa • 
per space in competition with the debate over 
Rawlings' proposals. Considerably less uproar 
would have been generated if Rawlings had 
urged Iowans to cut back on consumption of 
red meat in lhe in terest of good heolth or had 
come out in favor of rural-school consolida­
tion. 

The op!)()Sit ion to his plan has been emotion• 
al. intense, self-serving and poorly argued. But 
he 's taken heat . God, how he's taken heat . 
Most of !he criticism surrounds his proposal to 
tliminate fresh man eligibility and practice. 

The Des Moines Register's April 12 headline 
screamed in six columns: "Fry "Mad as Hell ,' 
Hints He 'd Quit." "' Iowans United in Op!)()si­
tion to Benching Freshman Athletes" was the 
April 16 headline following The Register 's 
Iowa Poll. 

Iowa Gov. Teny Branstad, who should have 
known better lhan to involve himself in this 
quarrel, argued against Rawlings' !)()Sition: 
" We must also recognize athletics is part of the 
extracurricular activities in colleges and at 
larger univer.;ities it is very important and sig­
nificant . It is also a source of entertainme nt for 
many people who never went to college them­
selves." 

How Iowans 
responded 

It gets worse. The leners-to-the-editor col­
umn in The Register has been an embarrass­
ment to a state that continually toots al>out ils 
scores on national achievement tests, such as 
the ACT and SAT. (Iowans never seem to real­
ize that, in addition 10 a rather-decent educa­
tional system, one reason we look so fine on 
such tests is that we have a low pro!)()n ion of 
people in the disadvantaged groups from 
which many good ath letes come.) 

One writer ultimate ly opposed to Rawlings' 
position stated: "The suggestions of the Uni­
versity of Iowa is commendable." Another: 
" ... If they're good enough to enroll at U of I. 
then let 'em play ball!"' Another: "Why don't 
we get rid of Hunter and keep our sports pro­
gram." Another: "Do we want 10 be recog­
nized as another Northwestern?" That last one 
is especially perverse. Given Nonhwestem 's 
fine academic reputation, I suspect that Rawl­
ings would answer"Yes, absolutely!" 

Then there was J im Walden, football coach 
at Iowa State University and would•be social 
philosopher, who was quoted as saying: 'Tm 
op!)()sed to idle lime. To say they should not be 
allowed to practice is against the American 
way. Idleness is the devil's workshop. When do 
you see most athletes get in trouble? It's not 
duringtheseason.'' 

That's one to paste on your sunglasses. If I 
were Gordon Eaton, president of Iowa State. 
I' d ask fo r Walden's resignation on the 
grounds of ( I) misunderstanding both time 
and patriotism, (2) getting the proverb wrong. 
and (3) harmful blither and terminal cliches. 

In Tama. la., with cigarette smoke swirling 
and Hawkeye banners flying at the Eagles 
lodge, the local I-Club gave Hayden Fr)' stand­
ing ovations during hi s appearance there, 
shortly after Rawlings' announcement. No dis­
cu ssion , it seems, transpired concerning 
recent developments in the Ethiopian hunger 
crisis. 

Then 15 influential members of the mother 
I-Club met, denounced Rawlings. and even 
had the temerity to demand thar he apologize 
to Iowans and University of Iowa coaches for 
insulting "their intellectual effons and the em­
phasis placed on college athletics.'" 

On the other hand, the Uof l faculty senate 
supports Rawlings. So do The Register, the 
Iowa Board of Regents, and at leas! 50 other 
Iowans, including me, except I believe his plan 
should be even more draconian. 

Legal, academic 
smoke a nd ca rnage 

Rawlings' proposals were a semi-gut-level 
response to some ra ther nasty revelations that 
emerged during the trial of sports agents Nor­
by Walters and Uoyd Bloom, which included 
testimony from cwo former Iowa fOOfball play­
ers, Devon Mitchell and Ronnie Hannon. 

The legal st rategies got a lillle vague, but 
generally the prosecution's idea was to prove 
that Wolters and Bloom aided various athletes 
in defrauding universities by providing the 
players with monies while they were still on 
scholarship (S54 .000 10 Harmon) . The defense 
attempted to coumer these allegations by try­
ing to show that the universities were of such 
low mind and spirit that they, themselves, 
were acting in a fraudulent manner by allow­
ing players on the field who, at bes!, were stu• 
dents only in the most nominal sense. 

course selections in the first semester of his 
1981 freshman year included billiards, bowl­
ing, karate, ancient athletics, football, coach­
ing basketball, a vocational educa!ion course, 
and two remedial courses in writing and read­
ing. 

He rose to the challenge and received ~ 2.22 
grade-point-average. on a 4•point scale, for his 
effons. During his las! semester at Iowa, in 
1986, Mi1chell enrolled for five courses, with­
drew from four, and received an incomplete in 
"First Aid and CPR."' In between, his academic 
record is what generous institutional officials 
like1ocall "spotcy.·· 

The poll, for which The Register claims ac­
curacy to within 4.8 percentage points, indicat­
ed that 74 percent of Iowans object 10 restric­
tions on freshman play and practice. It is worth 
noting that only 13 percent of those who claim 
to be University of Iowa athlefic fans ever 
attended classes there. In a separate poll re­
ported the following day. just 34 percent of 
Iowans appro\·ed of how Hunter Rawlings is 
handling his job at the universiry,judging him, 
one supposes. on the single criterion of athletic 
management. 

Robert James Waller is I professor ofbusi­
nessat the University of Non hem Iowa. 

Mitchell and Harmon, testifying under im­
munity-from-prosecution agreements, said 
they atlended the University of Iowa to play 
foolball and not much else. As part ofthe1es1i­
mony, the two players' transcripts were made 
public, and these transcripts bore out what 
Mitchell and Hannon had said about their aca­
demic aspirations. For example, Mitchell's 

Hannon's academic record was only stigh1ly 
bener than his performance in !he 1986 Rose 
Bowl, where he fumbled four times. Much de­
risive snoning has occurred. in partirular. o,·er 
his grade of "D" in a watercolor painting 
course. As someone with rather serious inter-
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ests in the visual ans. r particularly take issue 
with that complain\, since watercolor painting 
1sa fairly demanding medium. 

Though Walters and Bloom were fou nd 
guilty or defrauding the UniversityofMichigan 
and Purd(le University, they were judged nOI 
guilty of fraud in the Michigan Stare and Iowa 
instances. 

Lawyers for Walters and Bloom had argued 
that questionable conduct by the latter two uni­
"ersities made ii imroossible for them to be <!e­
frauded . 

One juror, after reviewing the transcripts of 
Hannon and Mitchell, said: " I thought it was a 
!ravesty ofhigher education. It is appalling." 

Apparently she was nOI moved by the claims 

WALLER 
Plewie tum lo Page JC 

. Why inequality is what makes planes fly 
By I.INDA ELLERBEE n pe1: s~~u :~~[ a ~ :i::e0s"aa~~~ 

planes fl y, the reasonable 
person will say it has to do 
with aerodynamics. He may 

~~;, ~~~- ;~~d;r~~~;~~:;: 
sonable people an! wrong. 
Aerodynamics is what 
makes b1rdi. fly. What got 
the Wright Brothers off the 

ground was inequality. Inequality is the ca1.1se 
of all movement. Leonardo Da Vinci said it 
first . Bui Judy Garland said ii best. 

If happy little blue birds fly beyond the rain­
bow, why.oh, whycan't I? 

Inequality. It invented I he airplane, and even 
today aviation operates on the basic principle 
ofinequallty. 

In May, Richard Cotrell refused to rasten his 
seat belt before his Lufthansa flight landed at 
London's Heath row airport. Cotrell even 
fought with the captain abour ii, shouling at 

Linda Ellerbee writes a syndicated column 
and is a television commentator. 

him, " I am a member of Parliament!" Richard and still being a remale reminist, I pay close at· 
Cotrell has been fined Sl ,240because he didn't tention to the progress or lack or progress of 
understand that on an airplane. what counts is women in aviation (Oh, Lord. here she goes 
not who you are, but where you sit. Richard again, her with her feminist angst to grind 
Cotrell sat in the first-class section. The cap- Will this woman never quit '). 
tain.however,satin the cockpit. In 1984 . when Sally Ride s huttled off to 

Another example is that pi101s are much. space, I shouted out whh glee. In 1986, when 
much crazier than most people. This is true. l Jeana Yeager and her panner flew non-stop 
run a small film-production company. My as- around the world without refueling (26,000 
sistant is a fonner crop duster, my partner is mitesin9days), 1 sm11ed26times in one day. 
still a stunt pilot. and yet to look at either one or Now Capt. Jacquelyn S. Parker has become 
them. yO\l'd think they had good sense. But I the first woman lest pi lot in the Air Force. 
know they don't because I DO. Parker was trained to fly experimental, re-

The first time I soloed --------- search and prototype air-

;~ ~~:~as~~~:; ~~:1~ AND so IT GOES ~~a!!~!~~a;:~~ ~~~~ 
corrupted but perfectly of Los Angeles known as 
fi!M! word - awesome. But it came to me after Edwards Air Forte Base, where in 1947 a man 
only a couple of months that there wen! in this named Chuck Yeager (no rela11on tu Jeana) 
world some pilots J wouldn't ever want 10 fly climbed into a Bell X-1 and flew u fast enough 
with, and I was one of them. fo get by the demon who lived in the sky, the 

Being a sane person. I didn 't want to die , onetheycalledthesoundbamer 
which is why I stopped flying airplanes and '"Women are now getfing the expenence and 
took up wing-walking and hang-gliding. m· educauon they need." said Capt. Jacquelyn 
stead. What hasthistodowith inequality? Parker. "You can erase my name, along w11h 

It's like this: having once been a female pilOI many others m the class. and there·s very hnle 

difference in our backgrounds ." 
She's right. If only the same could be said 

about our anitudes 1oward women fliers. 
Some months ago I wrote a column about 

the ~tnke at Eastern Airlines . lt wasn't what 
you"d call a love nOle to Frank Lorenzo. Two 
weeks later, I got a note from a pilot: 

"I have been a Delta Airlines pilot for 13 
years and for 6 years I was managing editor of 
Plane & Pilot & Air Progre~s magazine. The 
purpose of this information is 10 lend back­
ground 10 express our appreciat ion... " 

Naturally, J ,was flattered that this experi • 
enced airline p1I01 appreciated my thoughts on 
aviation fa"en before I'd finished reading, I'd 
begun to com!)()se an answer in my head. 
"'Dear Sir'. You reminded me why I've always 
IO\!ed pilots. even though they're crazy. . .. 

I never wrote that letter. 
You see. the note from the pilot ended with 

this sentence: "Oh, by the way. my husband is 
also a Deltap1IO(.. " Inequality' 

Dear Valerie You remmded me why I've 
always remained a much. much bigger fool 
than mosl people. 
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Ajousting match between college academics, athletics 

of Iowa assistant athletic director Fred Mims Iha! the two 
players were eligible at all times and were progressing 
toward degrees, 

While all of this was emerging, twu Iowa State University 
mhletes a.ttempted a hold-up at an Ames Burger King. Both 
men received bullet wounds from the guns of policemen as 
a result of whatever occurred. One of them, Levin White, 
has pied guilty to first-degree robbery. 

And there was the matter of three U. of J basketball play• 
ers being treated for substance abuse in the summer of· 
1988. 

Then Time magazine, in ifs April 3, 1989, edition, repon­
ed that basketball player Lafester Rhodes left Iowa State 
with minimal reading and wriling skills after playing !here 
from 1984 to 1988. According to former Topeka Sizzlers 
coach, Art Ross, Rhodes had considerable difficulty in read• 
ing and filling out his application form for the team. 

Gazing around himself at the smoke and carnage, Hunter 
Rawlings said, "Enough!" Like Clint Eastwood in one of the 
old spaghetti west ems, Rawlings rode in, surveyed the situ, 
ation. and decided the town was worth saving. The hitch is 
that the town may not want to be saved. 

The tragic fail ure 
or academic system 

What's going on here? First of all, the admissions by 
Mitchell and Hannon that their reasons for anending col­
lege had little to do with intellect\Jal growth should not as­
tonish anyone who has the least familiarity with big-t ime 
college athletics. There are, of course, athletes who do dis• 
tinguish themselves academically. 

For the most part, however. that is not the case. Thirty 
hours of praetice time per week along with the psychologi• 
ca! milieu in which such a1hletes exist make high achieve­
ment extremely difficult. And anyone who believes in the 
student-athlete concept as it relates to the searing pressure 
or big,1ime sports is ei ther dumb or not paying attenlion or 
has suffered the kind of lobotomy that results from undue 
attention co the trivial. 

Oh, athletic depanments are fond of 1rotting ou1 figures to 
show rhat athletes have higher gnduation rates than non. 
athletes. That's not very convincing, to me at least. I want to 
know in whal fields of study the athletes have gnduated, 
what courses they took, who taught the courses, what 
grades they received, and something about the overall rigor 
of the classes. In general. athletics does not mix well with 
curriculu ms that demand long hours of lal>oratory work, 
contemplation. the pursuit of diffi"-llt mathematical proofs, 
extensive reading lists, and al least six hours of study per 
day. 

But there's something more fundame n!nl at work here. It 
has to do with immaturity and major naws in the entire 
American educational system and, hence, our society. I sti ll 
rememl>er the words of a humanities professor from florid a 
who published an essay years ago. In that piece is a sen­
tence that fairly rings with an essential and basic truth. It 
wem somefhing like fhis: "Anyone who graduates from col• 
lege and five years later cares whether or no! the athletic 
teams from that college win should consider their education 
a failure." 

The only solution for student athletics 

J happen to agree, completely, with that statement. 
Whether or not the University of Northern Iowa or Indiana 
University, 00th of which have been kind enough to grant 
me degrees, wi ns or loses in athletics means nolhing 10 me. 
Period. I! means nothing to me because ii means nothing in 
general. 

Hut it's important to many people. And therein lies a trag­
edy of our lives and the failure of education in this country. 
Consider it. Why did Hunter Rawlings receive 1he kind of 
abuse that he did and where did it come from? 

Well, it didn't emanate from the students al the University 
of Iowa. And it didn't come from the faculty. It came from 
adults who should know l>etter, 

The scolding that Rawlings has endured gushes mostly 
from so-called grownups outside the university who know 
very little about how the academic world really functions or, 
at least, is supposed to function . Moreover, despite protesta­
tions co the contrary about the importance of academics. 
these critics really don't care how 1he university carries out 
its business as long as it provides winning athletic teams and 
issues degrees and bowl tickets lo their children. 

Entertainment is 
most important 

What they're really whining about is the possible loss of 
personal entertainment and misplaced pride nowing from 
the skills of young men who actually think these fans care 
about them as human beings. Fonner athletes at our univer­
sities who did not enter the professional ranks are the first 
to admit this. They are shocked a1 the sudden loos of adula­
tion that accompanies the termination of their playing 
careers. If you're not on the court, you're not on te levision, 
and. therefore, you are no longer in our hearts. They are 
singers with one hit song who fade into !hat C:lrious oblivion 
reserved for those who achieve modest athletic prominence. 

And the entertainment aspect spills beyond the bound• 
aries of the games themselves. The rail gate parties, the ath­
letic fund•raising dinne rs, the golfing outings, the restau• 
rant 1alk - they're all part or it. They form an interiocked 
social and economic sub-system that has little to do with the 
intelleCIS and lives oft he people who play the games. As one 
Iowa fan put it: "I could walk up to a stranger !hat had a 
Hawk cap or jacket on and s1art an enthusiastic conversa­
tion about ·our Hawks.'" So there is that and the fact that 
footba ll Saturdays in Iowa City bring approximately SI mil· 
Hon per game into town. 

Iowa stores are full of athletic memorabilia. Caps.jackets, 
sweatshirts, jogging suits, coffee cups and dozens of 01her 
items. University of Iowa trinkets are most favored, fol. 
lowed by those linked with Iowa Slate and the Universiiy of 
Northern Iowa. And, believe it, there is big money involved 
here. 

In the city where I live, a man painted the mascOf em­
blems of the three state universities on his garage doors. He 
admitted a bias toward the University of Iowa, and, there­
fore, made "Herky the Hawk'' a little larger than the Umver­
sityof Northern Iowa panther and the Iowa State cyclone ~r 
bird or whaiever it is. The newspaper that reponed 1his 
s1ory rreated the man's endeavors as cure. I consider that 

~::tm~ff:l:~~e~:::~~!i:'~~o,:~~:fii~.hl,tic teams 
Then, of course, there's television. And the sports maga• 

zines and the daily sports sections of major newspaper... 
And radio. And the sports books of Vegas. It all interlocks 
and becomes mutually self.support ing. The players play, 
but the big guys. rhe money folks, know what's really going 
on. and it has nothing, absolutely nothing, to do ,.,,;th learn­
ing or concern for the personal v.-elfare of young athletes in 
the long run. 

How fa ns fill 
empty lives 

The foundation upon which this entire superstrueture 
rests is 1he fan. Wrthout rhe fan, the person who supposedly 
watches television advertisements during time-outs. makes 
donations to athletic funds and buys tickets 10 the gamei; , 
1he whole business collapses. What 's sad and a little fright­
ening IS that people's lives apparently are so empty of belief 
in themselves and the ability to provide 1heirown emolional 
satisfaction that they mus1 rely on 1he prowess of young 
men. boys really. who run and jump and block and tackle 

A:>~1~~i~:c!~~t\~~~rct~~ ~~~:~~~;s~ r!~~: 
dents to agree, in a headlong denial of what they now per• 
ceive lo l>e self,inrerest, that the entire situation is out of 
hand, athletic revenues and fal se prestige notwithstand• 
fng, and agree to substantial rfductions in the level of 
competition. If we must have competitive sports for en• 
1ertainment, as our governor believes, the reduction in 
the level of collegiate competition should be ac<:ompa­
nied by the development of a farm system in all major 
.sports similar to that used bybasebaH {11.hhough ba:;eball, 
unfortJJnately, also has come 10 view universities as a 
cost-free minor league) . 

If fans are wilfing to support professional athJetia in 
various classes, !h_en a system of major and minor 
leagues in all popular sports will survive. :f such support 
is not forthcoming, 1hen it will prove that the various im• 
plicit subsidies provided by universities and those who 
support !hem through taxes or other means are all that 
really keeps high-powered collegiate athletics alive. That 
and the rosy illusion that what we are seeing on 0ie field 
ls a group of young folks who have been reading Kan! all 
momingjust before arriving at the stadium. That illusion 
somehow is partof1he current nonsense. 

After all, taxpayers subsidize college athletics in many 
subtle ways, such as university parking locs, donnilory 
construction, the use or police and state troopers ror 
crowd control, highway maintenance, insurance. and so 
forth . I never, for a montt!nt, have believed that athlelic 
departments are entitled to all the re\·enues they profess 
to generate. I suspect a first-class audil would disclose in• 
direct costs being incurred all over the place that are no1 
charged 10 athletic functions. Society pays a substaniial 
portion of the freight, and the so-called profits derived 
from major sports likely are non-existent or at ltast less 
than usually proclaimed. 

So we can set up professional leagues with no organi­
iational relationships to the schools, rent the e11istmg 

and pass and punt while pretending co l>e senous students 
This probably sounds a li ltle superior. I hope not, for I 

don't feel superior. I'm pretty much in favor of any,hrng 1ha1 
is not socially destructive orenvironmen1ally damaging and 
that prevents people from injuring themselves or other.s in 
the muddle of some existential funk . 

Whal we're talking about is something less than candor, 
something this side of complete honesty, a kind of lie•w1th­
a•wink attitude that is doing disservice to our universities. to 
our players, and, most of all, to ourselves. We know the 
state of college athletics is neither good nor true to the aca· 
demic ideal , and yet we persist in lying to ourselves and 
each orher for the sake of some shallow panicipa110n as 
spectators and worshipers of transi tory hcrot!s. We are 
watchers at the pond, nOf swimmers. 

Where Rawlings 
went wrong 

That's where part of the 1rag~y rests, for in the imerest of 
our private, selfish enjoyment we also mislead the swim­
mers about their importance to us and the value of their 
product. As one old Western-movie gunfighter said when 
asked what he was doing: ··Me' I jus· hang around and kel'p 
cellin'liestochildren," 

A lot of former athletes, and fans, are doing exactly that 
So, for our own selfishness, 10 quit:t rhe voice of our own 
inadequacies, we lie - to the players, to each other. fo our­
selves, and. perhaps most damaging, to the very young who 
hear the applause given by !heir parents 10 athletes and 
sim·:: to receive this applause at all costs, including 1he C05t 
of their own development as complete human beings. 

And that 's where Hunter Rawlings gOf in trouble. You see, 
he was thinking about the welfare of young athlefes and the 
progress of his university. What he really didn't consider, 
perhaps. was the larger social and eoonomic structure that 
supports the nonsense, the lies, the dupmgof our young 

university facilities to these teams at a price covering all 
CO!i1:,, pay the coaches and playPrs what the market says 
they're worth, and even loss in the old black,and-gold or 
purple-and-gold uniforms uni!! the teams can buy !heir 
own. They even can keep the teem logos and nicknames, 
for.ill I care. 

We'll Im 1he market decide the worth of the ence,prise. 
AH right-thinking consef'\'ll tives, and true Americans in 
general, certainly will be in favo r of this appro11ch . More• 
over, !here are reasonable, intelligent people who simply 
treat compctil!vc athte11o; the way other.s of us en1ertain 
ourselves by watching films or reading or playing the gui• 
tar. A market-based plan works for the~e folks as well, 
since they can decide whether or n01 to spend their recre• 
ariona! lime and dollars on spectator sports formerly 
sponsored by universilH'!S. 

for boosters. the de-11cademizingof athle11cs results in 
a perfet.1 worid. They can kick in all the money and cars 
they want to without !he sne11ky, annoying intru5ions of 
the NCAA. And no more Proposit ion 42 worries here . 
Those who want to become professional athletes can for­
get about astronomy, concentrate on blocking, and possi• 
bly earn at least the minimum wage in the process. 

None of what I propose will be MY more damaging 10 
the academic spine than. choking as I say it. renting out 
the UNI.Dome fo r car-crunching by a giant, inter• 
nal-conibustion vehicle called "Bigfoot ." If !here is dupli• 
cation in a!hletic e\.'Cnts and facil iliei.. a subject seeming­
ly not addressed in the recen1 study, we'll le! 1he market 
sori that out, too. 

As for d1sadvan1agcd young people {read that "ath· 
letes") losing the opponunily to attend COilege, I. for one, 
am will ing ro pay more !axe~ to make this happen, as 
long as their recruitment ;;nd admission is b1tSed on intel• 
lt:ctual and artistic skills rather th an well-developed abili• 
ties in what arr esseniiatly recreational pastimes ihat 
havt been taken co ludicrous heights 

- Robert James Wal!er 

believably tiresome Fry 1s no! the only person who fash• 
ioned the world in which he operates. Like the rest of 1he 
big.r ime coaches, he's on a runaway train. and all he can 
think aboul is how to hang on. not slop it, e\'en if he wanted 
ru. He"s a captive of a ~1ck and failing system. !:.~ he was 
~urpnsed. saw Rawhngs' proposab as a threat to hes world, 
and reacted. 

Sti ll , even 1f he made some 1ac1ica! manngenal errors, I 
admire llunter Rawlings for hi~ courage, his plam and un• 
abashed gll1S. !t appea:"i he acted almost instinctively from a 
strong and funda111cntal!y correct set of values concerning 
!he real purpose of a university and the humane treatment 
of young men who have been sorely misled about what 1s 
right, about what really matters in the long run. 

You don't get that kind of wonderful. lofty and nghteous 
passion out or manage men! textbooks, you don 't get 11 from 
watching the antics of Donald Trump, and you don't gee it 
from watching college sports as a spectator. As one suppon• 
er of i;taw1mgs wrote m a Jetter to The Register: ··rf Hum er 
Rav.-hngs Ill isn't careful. he"II he rapke<I with J11~es B. Co­
nant of Haivard and Roben Hutchings of the Umvers11y af 
Chicago as one of the great educators of this t-entury " 

Windmg its way through !he mess at Iowa, and big•time 
college a1h!tt1cs m general, !S the matter of decision mak­
ing. Bad acade1rnc decisions. Rismg to his own defense, 11nd 
rolling out a tillle of h1~ Texas,boy language at the same 
time, Hayden Fl)' said: "Bui what is Iowa guilty of.' Not a 
conon,pickmg thmg. Our people are ent1t!ed 10 enroll m a 
program that the university offers . ., And. '.'The supposedly 
nnky-dmk courses are set up by academicians, not the ath· 
leuc depa11ment. At no time 1n m)' coaching h1s101y has the 
coach mg staff had an~1hmg1odo with the curriculum " 

A point 
for Fry 

All right, let\ grant Fry a mmor pomt on that issue. Uni• 
ver<ilty curriculum commmees, faculty. approve curricu• 
lums and mdiv1duat courses. L111mately. the Iowa Boord nf 
~egentsgrants its approl'81. 

He also made anocher mistake, a mam,gerial one. In his 
haste to take action, to appear decisive, he neglected to 
meet with his coaches and athletic directors, and mayl>e the 
heads of the booster (lord. how I hate lhut word') clubs 
ahead of time. There was 100 much shock in rhe way he 
made the announcemenr . People do nOI like nasty surpri,;e,, 
and athletic coaches are no except ton lo this. 

I can understand Hayden Fry's hist rionics. !hough his 
periodic threats to quu if his wants are not assu~ed get un• 

Fry likes to charactcntr the Lm\·en,1t)· of Iowa as a .. greal 
umVl:rsity." It 1s not a great UlllH'rsity yei. though il m1ghl 
become one ln addition to more esotenc mea~uresof great• 
ne5s, no fronl·rnnk m~tllution would allow a course m "'Ad· 
vanced Slow Pnrh Sottball" to l>e on rhe hooks 

I question the ~alue of t\en a beitmning course m tha.1 

scbject. but I'll bow to 1he need for students to learn some• 
thing about recreation and how their bodies function along 
w11h the thin, left•brained intellectualism that dominates 
college inscrucuon. 

Personally. I learned 10 ptaysohhall by batting againsl big 
farmers who could windmill a softball pitch at over 100 
miles an hour on dusty Sunday ahemoons across the pla ins 
of Iowa. Hut that was another time. I suppose. 

Thus, the faculty is to blame for allowing a course in the 
higher intricacies of slow•pitch soflball _a nd similar bi~s of 
marshmallow in the catalog. The curnculum comm1Uee 
could have said "no," ond ii should have. But Fry is being 
more than a lillle disingenuous by argumg thm athletic ad• 
vise rs simply chose from what is amilable 

Devon Mitchell's courses during his first and subsequent 
se mesters can only l>e characterized as a bastardizatio~ of 
everything that goi ng to college means. Those advtsmg 
Mitchell could have selected a more iypical schedule for his 
firs, semester, including a basic college mathematics 
course. somethmg in the humaniries and natural sciences. 
rhe study of history. and maybe a good. solid piece of work 
in philosophy 

That's naive, right? Of course ii is. Obviously, the athletic 
dep11rtment's academic advisers believed that Mitchell 
could not handle such a standard course load and would 
have been ineligible. After all , he needed remedial work in 
reading and writing. 

The point is, of course, that while living within the rules of 
the university, selecting courses listed in the schedule, 
Mitchell's academic odvisers carried out a cynical mockery 
of all that higher education 1s supposed to mean 

Why the mockery? So Mitchell could be eligible. Why 
shou ld Mitchell be eligible? So the Hawks could use his 
latents to win games and satis fy the screaming and imma• 
ture fans who, quite frankly, couldn 't care less about 
Mitchell's course of study and whether he was being prP• 
pared for a life beyond football. 

Hunter Rawlings knows this. What he may not completely 
grasp is that he is lllngled in the clash of two dist inet cul­
tures. On the one hand, there are those so bereft of individu­
al skills und person11) resources rhat they must find solace in 
the performance of young men for whom shavmg 1s a new 
expenence. 

On rhe other side ore those who believe in !he life of the 
mind and the spirit, who believe in rich self-fulfillmenl 
through knowledge and the arts, including the physical ans 
of recreat ion. Rawlings belongs to the latter group. So do I. 
If that makes us elitists. sobe it , though I don't think ii does. 
lthinkitlal>e!susas sane. 

College a1hletics is II frenzied ammal that slowly and inex• 
orably is devouring itself. I see no lasting answers lo be 
found in tinkering ""ilh the present system. 

Perhaps, as some ~ugges1, a b:m on freshman eligibility 
wi!I help. But I rode a pretty fairlong-range;umpshol out of 
high school to a schol!Hship at the University of Iowa 30 
years ago and saw most of the same prohlen1s that we have 
today. even when freshmen were not allowed to join the var­
sity and alhletes were not housed in their own donn i1ones. 
In those days, Forest Fvashe\·ski. a man 10 be feared far 
more than Hayden Fry. ~talked the Iowa ficldhouse like a 
lion. and the academic gazelles r.1 n before him. 

What ca n 
be done'/ 

Maybe paying coache~ salaries comparable 10 regular fac­
ulry and giving them ten ure 1s pan ofrhe answer. If. howev• 
er, you ·re making $500,000 from a combma11on of snlary, 
revenue from summer cnmps, television shows, and the 
like. H's gomg lo be pretty difficult tosuppon that proposal . 

Check wuh Rick Pitino about that. He recently signed a 
seven.year cont met to cooch baske1ball al the Univer.,;it)' of 
Kentucky that will provide him with an estimated income of 
$800,{XJ0-$900.000 per year. So ask him, "Rick, don't you 
think we ought ro cur back on the importance of arhle!K'S 
justahttle?" 

01her suggestions offered include the reduction of prac• 
rice time. having games only on weekends, requiring 
coaches !O sm1ch on other roaches when violations of Stan· 
dards are observed, and stiffening entmnce requiremen1s 
for athletes. 

If all of these are adopted. college athletics likely will be 
reduced to ;ust a cut above club sports, which is about 
where l think it uught to be. For example. I he Iowa Confer• 
ence still adheres to mos! oft he original intenrs of collegiate 
sports.and I applaud them for it. 

To the extent that athletic coaches have a say m the mat · 
ter, howen:r, none ofth1s will be done; the disincentives are 
100 great. Though some enlightened coaches sick of fans 
and boosters and arhi trary dismissals based on win•l~s re , 
cords might be ready to support a subset of the current pro­
posals. 

The very worst of !he ret-ommendotions noa1ing around 
involves treatmg the playt!Ts as professionals and simply 
paymg them for their services. l doubl if!his is economically 
feasible, particularly if the level of competi tion is reduced by 
other rules. 

Much more imponant, such a 5ystem 1s unt hmkable in 
light of what uni\'ersillcs proclaim to l>e their central mis­
sion - the pursuit of truth. the education of students, !he 
be11erment of our ""orld. 'Those who favor treatmg college 
athletes as professionals do not under.,;tand rh e unholiness 
of a marriage l>etwttn athlelics as a business and the .. ca• 
demic enterprise. 

A line drawn 
in the sand 

In the end, 1hen, Rllwlings 1sturre<.1, though his11pproach 
may have been a little crude He knows, l know, and any­
body who ha~given 10 minutes of serious thought to the sit• 
uat1on knows that we have a savage burlesque on our 
hands. We have a warping of all that universities are sup• 
posed to stand for, and should stand for, and 1his warpage is 
l>emg supported by those who have no sense ufthe academ­
ic ideal and couldn't care lessal>out it 1f!heydid. 

Yet The Rtgister recently 1mblished a senes of letters on 
the Universiry of Iowa s1ruotion wrlh a covering headline 
that read .. The Lasl Word on U of I College Athletics vs. Ac• 
adem,cs." I sincerely hope the editors don't really mean the 
debate over the proper role of collegiate athletics 1s, in their 
minds.closed 

The problem has not gone away. The knee ligaments are 
still tearing, the dcce1r continues. The chicanery goes on. 
and, to be fair, 11 s probably more severe at some other um· 
versifies rhan it is a1 the University of Iowa, 11tough we 
should not decrease the mtensity of our debate because our 
umvers1t1esma}'Sinless. 

Recently, an edllorfrom Spons lllus!ratedai;ked me what 
I thought would happen if it really came down to a firefight 
l)er,,,een Rawlings and 1he coaches,fans.'politic1ans faction 
Could Rawlings )UIVive' 

I hes11ared fora moment, and I didn'1 llke it !hat I washes• 
itacmg But I rCC(wered and told him that !he Iowa Board of 
Regents historically has shown courage in supporting aca• 
demic pnnc1ples. and 1hal I believe they would st and firm 111 
this matter as well, supponingand encouraging Rawlmgs m 
his 1audahle effons. 

Hunter Rawlings has drawn a lme m the sand. Those of us 
who s1111 care about education and truth and the removal of 
a dangerous and deb1htatmg hypocnsy from our hves 
should Mepover it wnti him. 

And if the imagf' and pnde of Iowa, as a state, 1s depen• 
dent upon the athletic perfonnance of young men who are 
not old enough 10 understand what's really gomg on. then 
~eareles~ofa people than I once thought we were 
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