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Tide Has Turned ori 
College Cheating 
one ~1 ::: i:u~~t ~mt :1:~e~~:: ~u~dr~b:t1~~~ b!~ 
undentood better by history still they wouldn't stop. 
thin in the immediate news ac- But let's see now whether 
counts. The third week of June they're wlllin, lo risk goinc to 
1988 may tum out to mean to jail. Some will still dabble In 
American game-playing what the shenani11ns, but Just wait till 
ftrst week of July 1863 meant to tht nrat "outstandin& citizen" or 
America. "legendary coach" walks up the 

Gettysburs and Vicbburs tell courthouse steps with his jacket 
within houn or each other (our pulled over his race to hide f'rom 
transplanted nelghbon and my the mlni•cams. Then the earth 
wire will prefer to say those bit- will shake. 
tle1 ,.were won" - whatever, we- The buying and selling and 
all do IO"et! it turned out for the mlsleadilll of human beings In 

~:n~:~u~.~~~r :.tr~= ~:::1~:~:1~~,~~~·:1~n: 
the news wu big, but I doubt Henceforth. it is all criminal, Ir 
they realized how big. American courts follow the prec-

The slgnlRcance of the Uurd edent set by Judge Marovich. 
week ot June 11189 Is that Ameri- Whal he was saying, In es­
can sport h11 flnally fallen fully sence, wu there are a lot more 
Into the proper hands - the bad guys than just agents.. And 
hands or the law. History may those guya, it caught, aren't going 
look back and see that the most to have It any beUer than agents. 
slgnlftcant story of the week was The signiflcance of the de­
given minor play at the time, dine and fall of Barry Switzer at 
compared to three "splash" sto- Oklahoma is this: That no !oncer 
rles which, down the decades, can even the most charismatic 
will tum out to be the supportine coach, the most experienced in 
cul the land at smirking In the face 

Barry Switzer fell at otlaHo- of chronic and myriad allega­
ma, and that's big; Norby Wal- Uon1 of corruption, keep 1hrug­
ters and IJoyd Bloom tell In Chi- line It off, 
cago, and that'• huge; Pete Roae He went out trying to make a 
aou.Jht a temponry restraining martyr of himself over "rigid" 
order against the baseball com- NCM rules. But preuure of the 
minloner, and that is far-reach- American sense or decency, a 
int, long-sleeping giant awakened to 

But, pushed to the Inside of rage by the goinp-on at Oklaho-
~!n'::''!:a:e:'~~n ct>'ri~~:~!~~ :~• Is what really finished him 
aen'1 account of what will likely Pete Rose's legal action now 
tum out to be the watershed, the challenges the authority or the 
milestone. Morten1en'1 nrst commissioner's office to take 
three paragraphs bear repealing away a baseball man'1 right to 
here, Just In case you missed the mate a living without due proc­
one-column headline on Pate F6 eu of law. 
lut Tuesday: The granite commissioner, 

CHICAGO - Blasting the hy- Judge Kenesaw Mountain Lan­
potrlsy and com,pUon in college dis, banned Shoeless Joe Jackson 
athletics, the federa l judle who and seven other Chicago While 
sentenced sports ,genii Norby 'Sox from baseball for life, 
t:)':t aa°!.,~°fn!, ::fa:?,:!':; though a juiy had round them in­

coaches and ldminislnton" who Se~:S~ ~h~t:sth!~:9 : 0
~: 

break NCAA rules. standanh of American justice, 
"If Walters and Bloom are but Landi& put baseball above 

!1'JtrC:~;1~u! r:::~:,rii! the law, and lhere it ha& cssen•, 
alumni and other booster, who ~~ o7.r1:.~~nr~ntil the third 

r,:s.:r:!s~:zi:n:: ,u;:i: I flnd the prospect or placing 
to lie about it ... so too ma.r be American sport in the hands of 
the coach or administrator who lawyers distasteful But lawyers 
acts in like fashion," us. Dis- are the price we pay for justice. 
trict Judge George M. Marovich We can't subject the football 
told I packed courtroom In I cheaters to justice and not the 
-statement he later released to baseball czars. 
the medi1. Besides, we should take 

"I w1nt to give fair wamint some satisfaction from the pros­
to those who may violate {NCAA} pect of lawyers devouring law­
rule~, whatever they are: You yers, ror most of the agents· who 
ina.r now be playjnt a different now come under the hand of the 
bal/glme, and it might be called law are themselves lawyel'I. 
hardball. There is a previously The Walters and Bloom Jail 
unreco,nized player on the fleld sentences were Indeed bright 
- the rule of law." landmarks in the history of 

For u long as any of us have American sport. But they would 
been alive, It has been little have been mere chips out of the 
more than a snickerini matter to mountain without Judge Maro­
give a kid a ·h'undred-dollar vich's aceompanying warning to 
handshake or "help him amnce. lhe other rule-breakers that theyl 
flnancint' for a car, or worse. are now lawbreakers. • 
Well, It came to pass that tuch _ What a week. 

AUTO PAINTING 
ONLY PAINT SHOP WITH A 

FIVE YEAR WRITIEN GUARANTEE 
W.Gunn/N Theml.on/llr, lla.w Wtl'lill Thfm'""" 

WE FEATURE 2 DOIIDRAFT SPRAY .IOOTHS 
,...._Wl&IAMIMIIINCNllt-,_,_ ..... .._ - ' 

Comment3:ry 
._, .)Jlnala S..ama.l O TH£ ATLIJIITA COSS111U110fil 5C 

Reade.rs Who ~ Are 'Pretty Dam Good' 
This Michael Jord1n 11JY is prelt)' darn 

good. Such a sentence came from this typinJ 
machine last a,onth, and soon enough Robert 
Stapleton, a dlstinruished reader of your fa. 
vorite momin, newspaper, shipped off a prett,y 

Dave 
Iandred 

dam good letter in 
which he said, 
"Dear Dave: Re­
search shows that 
the phrase 'pretty 
darn good' is used 
once every six aec­
onds in the average 
American city. or 
course, the per­
centage Is much 
higher in Atlanta 
where &ports f'ran­
chise5 have strug­
gled for yeara to 

achieve the 'pretty dam eood' status." 
Mr. Stapleton's greater point Is that we live 

In an era of dimin ished expectations which 
has ;tven us sleate TV, .sandwiches of pressed­
chicken parts and newapapcrs that 1eem to 
have been drawn, not written, by hyperkinetic 
children uslna the 14-cnyon box. 

Mr. Stapleton even enclosed a photo of leg­
endary football coach Vince Lombard{ with 
this comic patlphrase . or Lombardi'• speech 
on exeellenee: 

"You can't just sort.a get out there and. 
barely try. You've rot to get out there and actu­
ally try pretty much. A lotta people wanna be 
#1. So that ,1pot i& probably going to be taken. 
Setond plac~ ain't bad. Third's OK In a tough 
division. Some people like the Braves would 
be Uctled &Illy to f'inish fourth. 

"So ll's all relative. The lhing is, nobody 
lites last place, so you need to be pretty dam 
good to make sure you won't ever wind up 
there. I nrmly believe that any man's fl.neat 
hour Is at the end or lhe season when he looks 
al the nnal 1tandlnp and says, 'Whew ... I 
sure am glad I'm not playing for the Cleveland 
lndianL' " 

Newspaper columnists get mall from read­
ers who care about quality. Christoper Golden 
or Marietta, for one, found no quality whatso­
ever In a column hailing Wilt Chamberlain as 
a be'1ter basketball player than Bill Russell. 

"No player In NBA hlstol'l' undentood the 
team concept better than Bill Russell,11 Mr. 
Golden wrote. "He is the smartest man ever to 
have played the pme .... Were he playing to­
day, he would still dominate every game while 
Chamberlain, the consummate individualist, 
would be hard-pressed to out.shine Akeem, Mo­
ses or Kareem." 

Kenneth Barnwell of Decatur was less dys­
peptic, though writing about a subject full of 
hateful possibilities: "I am a 25-year-old black 
male in Medical School at Emory University. I 
am 6-foot, 210 pounds, and my best game Is 

• • ~IY,t,NS0)'$1.tf 

OM....,. ~ -Anold Palmer looks 
--.11111np,o,iht1rea1-,.,o . 

Plng•Poni: f~,; blr,ly0Jhoot a basketball and 

d•~:~:c~..'!-~frir:1!m Brokaw 
show on lllackl' 'lllperiorit,'' to whites In ath­
letics, ~ \:how failed to 1lgntncanUy explore 
one uped fJI. Qte controveny. That is, the di­
verse. IOClo-tCOROmlc itrata that pervade the 
race orthil entire hllion. 
. "Let UI define 'white' $p()l't, SIICh as hock­

ey, and 'bk,ci' sport, football . For hockey, any 
aspirant needs an Ice rink and skates. For 
football, an upinnt needs only a ball and any 

ope~r'::'~il. 'Which of these ls more a~ssi­
ble to a IOCio-economlcally deprived kid who 
Is staU.Ucally moat likely to be black?' The 
same lhinc with. tenni1, a 'white' sport, and 

'ba•~:i~• i~ :i:: •~ Kenyans nn and ran, 
nol becll&Se they ue black, but because they 
had to ',et 101newttere in a hurry, and they .had 
no other mean, t, get there but the utility or 
shank's mare." , • 

Letlf)rs come ft'om dear rea4trs such as 
the assistant director of the American Atheist 
General Headquarten, Hal ~nnst.rong of Aus-

tin, Ten&. wllo complained about his lieuten­
ant Robert Sheman bein, fumped In wilh the 
Ku Klux Kin. , • 

..An alhebt is simply -.-htl lhe word Im­
plies - one who lives 'free rrom theism,' "Arm• 
slron, wrote. "Rob Sherman is not an anti-the­
lst, he ls 1n ttheisl ... You were not a 
reponslble reporter. Never once, for lnstante, 
did you provide your ~ad~rs with the XIH'I 
full name: ne Christian XniPLs or the Ku 
K.lu1 Klan." 1 

Mike Bulb ot Athen1 wants Dominique Wil­
kins traded. Kei~ Watkins .pf AUanta want.I 
Dale Murphy traded. H.B. Braselton or Brasel• 
ton. Ga.. (which city Is now the propert,y of one 
Kim Bulnier, • fate to be dreamed on wants 
basketball to create more three-point shota. 

:n-:';,i~1~r':~C1J1Jr~~:e~,n~:~ 
if you donl lik~ lbe lhM-polnl abol, It leads 
me to believe yn'lre 6-foot-9." 

Ray~~ta?: r:~,~·~:~~ :~:{ 
like being reminded lhal Rbblnldn loold be 1, 
hanl, eold bally. "In lhase 6.,-1 ol <OCaloe, Ile' 
rold and 1rowtb-hor11one abusing athlete., 

why=~ ~:~no~ TJ!!~. ~~:'ti~· 
you that the portrait ,ou 1p1lnted. ol Amokt 
Palmer ii ve,y Inaccurate. '[Atnle had been de-:r.:: :,~ !t=s li,lnP~reeWJ:irr t:i~:;! 
it Is fair to J1Y that a~ you shtruld look and 
act like he- doe& al 59 going on 60 in 
September." • 

Jean Gee or Dunwoody, blaming ye colum­
nist for her dissolute behavior: "I letl the be­
ginnings or a pattern here. First, reading 
sports columns. Second, attending a live 
Hawks' gar-. What's- next? Statlilict? Am I In 
danger ofbeeomin& • sport ran?" 

And then lhett was Julian Aiken of East 
Point, wM noticed that )'e columnist had lJe.. 
come the lfll'l(ffather of twin boys. Mr. Alken 
sent along this piece or wisdom, erltltled .. Ac­
cordini To": 

Accordint to my grandparents. I was 
perfect 

Accordint to my parents, I was almost 
perfect 

Accordin, io l10' brother, sister, aunts, un­
cles, l had I few fiulU 

Accordiag to my beloved wife, faults begin 
and end with-me • • 

According to my children, I am almost 
perfect 

According to my grBnd~hildren, I am 
per/'ccl 

This leads me to believe that grandparents 
and grandchildren are the smartest people on 
Earl.b, slont with being perfect themselves. 

Anyway, to all of you who cared enough to 
read this rar and cared enough to write a note 
now and then, thank you. • ' , ' 
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