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Walters, Bloom sentenced to jail, fined $395,000 

Oy OLCNOlt.A. Cf\OUCt l[f\ -
CHICAGO-· Sports agen~ Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom, convicted of 
cocn;lngcollcte alhlclcs lnlo slin1ng 111<:gal reprcscatatlon contracls, wu-c 

sentenced Morday to prison and tined $395,000. 

W;,illcrs. !)7, Wi$ se,lleO<:'ed lO liv(: ye;.rs 11'1 Jil il ,lh1'¢ ye--rs'p(()l);ltlOlli11H:I liO(!(J 

$250.000. Bloom,. 29. was sentenced to tt1ree years in prison. five ytars' 

prob;ltionand fined $14$,000,minus wtlq,tevcr he pays bilck to Kansas City 

Chief$ runnini;bacck Paul Palmn a,:; rc::iti tvtion for a bu:;incn deal. 

A prosecution request to have them impri::oned immediately was denied and 

Walters and Bloom wen: given 30 days losurr~nd<:r lo aulh04'itk-s and ~tn 

serving their sentences .. 

·rhe sport$ .agent$ were cCJnvlcte<I April 13 ot seven counts o t raO<eteerl~ 

conspiracy arKt,nail r,aud. 

·rhis is a tath stakes eamb1e: U.S. DisttictJudte Georee Maro'4ich s.iid. ·And now 

it's. time to PilYOH.' 

W;llters. tcartvlly ple;;ridedfor c:ompil6Sion, il:Sking Mirovich to weigh his O"ltirc 

life before imoosin.c: sentence. ~le oointedto some 50 letters oraising his 
chancter. 

'I amrcsoonsib!c forcrcatine paritvfor black cntcrtainc,s in t.ltc entertainment 

world,' W;ilterss.aid. 'I wouldn't dream of bre~lring the l.iw. Yh~t'$ not who I ~m.' 

Aloom apologi;oed ;md told the court he\\Ould just lilce to get on with his life. 

'I might not be the btightest person, but I work h~rd; he said. 'If I could get .a 

second ~nC4!'. I would like iL I pro inise U1is COOl'l I w i ll gel mvl i fe stt-t1ightened 

OtJt: 

It took jurors sOC d~ys in April to w~de throoeh mountains of evidence prescntt:d 

in the four-week trial. Witnesses indudedNewYorkmobd'lieftain Michael 
Franiesc.singer Oionne Warwic.:k, Univc-rsityof Michigan football coach Bo 

Schembechler ~nd Chica~ 8e.irs s;itetv M.iurice Oougl;us. 

The ,ase c.ame to the attention of the government when Walters tiled suit 

apins-l s-ever~l p laye,'J wl10 brokt Uiei t¢onll':11df 11nd lli8nedwitholh4'r .-gcmh 

shortly betore the NFL drift. 

M;i,rovi<;hi-'id j)l'\C of the most di$h,1rbin5,;i,$pe.ds of t-lw:l, os-:t conc-en"MXI the the 

a.cents· connection with orc:anized a imc as evidenced by the tc-stimony of 
franl CSC. 

'Michael tt'ani ese·s presence weighs heavily on the scalC1 of justice; the judge 
s.iid. 

Franzese testified fa- the prosecution, saying for yeirs Ile used veiled threats of 

violentf! to help Walters ~Phis tnttrtainers uode, contr.:.ct.He also tt1lified 
he p,ovid~d W;il t~rsanll 81QoM with $ S0.000 to open thtir b~" in-es~. W 011rf 

Spons and Entertairment Walters repeatedly called Frnnzesea ' liar: 

The pro~eeution, led by U.S. Attor!W!y Anton V:iluk.:.~ :.cu,ed the :.cent!: of usirc 

money and cars to coax conegeathletes into b,caking NCAA tulcs b'( signing 

representationc:onuacts before their eligibility expired. 

Prosecutors contended Walters and Bloom defrauded seven Midwestern 

universit ies or thousands or dollars: Ohio State, Notre Dame, Illinois. Michigan, 
Mid'WS-'" Sbt~. l>.,irdu4:t .and low.i. 

Och:n$c ;;rittorneys s.1id their clients l>rnkc NCAA rules, not the l.lw. fhe defeMe 
p f'c'!lenlcd protni~r'y notes ; i c11ed by the!! athlete, . ,tu)wi~ lhe cti'!lh in,ttillm.e:nb 

they received were actually loan$ from Walters and 8Ioom, not g.itts. 

M,i,rovich c::l!llcd the ,cntcnoc::::i ~ w.-,rnins to .:111 rule tirc~ker.i in collcsc ,:1;thleti'O). 

·vou may be playing in a dlttcrcnt ballgame ,;1nd it might be called hard ball; he 
$.lid. 
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