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D.M. jockey 
is home, but 
not for good 
By DAN JOHNSON 
11 ... , ..,s1a11w.-

Kelly Murray's homecoming has 
been succna(ul. The Des Moi!le!!I na­
tive 11 well on his way to becomin& 
Prairie Meadows' first riding cham• 
pion. 

His two Yictorles Friday boosted 
his total to 39. Wayne and Scot Schin­
dler, his nearest pursuers, are 
suspended. so the closest active 
joek.ey II Chris Martin, wit.b 28 victo­
ries. 

"Thtt wu the 1oal I set wben I Sol 
here - I wanted to be tbe Jeadina rid­
er for the flnt meet," Murray said. 

Havin1 that wish in hand, Murray 
II 1tarting to reach for new goals. The 
Immediate objective Is to make an 
impact at Ak-Sar-Ben, which opens 
May s. 

SO, Murray exercises horses at Ak· 
Sar-Ben in the mornings to build up a 
clientele. He drives back to Altoona 
to ride at Prairie Meadow1 In the e.-e­
nlnp . 

.,I'm J111t tryln& to keep moving up 
the ladder." Murray said. "I'd like to 
prove myself to the trainers and 
ownen, toahow my ability." 

His ultimate 1oal i1 to follow 
Randy Romero, Pat Day and other 1 
jockeyt who have started at small 
trackl and then established them­
selves u top rlden on the caurorala 
or New York circuits. 

At 25, Murray, an ei&ht-year veter­
an, Is ahnln& for bit second riding 
title In as many meets. He closed fib 

~!~~:::e:~n~:!~~17i1!1n 
Murray said being at Prairie 

MeadowJ has allowed hit parents to 
see their granddauahter. That had 
previously been a rare privilege, be­
cause jockeyt have to be at the track 
seven days a week. 

His aucceu picked up at Prairie 
Meadows when he be&an ridina for 
Gary Ryun in the third week of tile 
meet. .J 

" It WH areal to come here," 
Murray said. You've always got a 
place In your heart for home. Hope­
fully, It will carry on to Omaha." 

Probably the hardest thtn1 abol.t 
ridina in Altoona lor Murray is that 
1ome friend• expect him to provide 
sure bel.l. 
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