
AgassiAct 
Has Already 
Toned Down · 

By Karen Rosen 
Staff-Writer 

Andre Agass i is anything but 
subdued. The No. 5 men's tennis 
player in the world has all the ef• 
fervescence of an Alka-Seltzer tab
let - a good thing lo have around 
when his antics cause heartburn in 
his critics. 

ButAgassi admits, "I think a Jit. 
tie part of me says. 'Maybe at cer• 
taln times I shouldn't be too expres
sive wilh my actions.' I don't think 
it's calmed down tremendously, just 
a little bit.'' 

n• 
Flamboyant Andre Agassl meets Tim Mayotte !Alnight In the opening 
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Yogi's Not a H~rningway, but 
_You Can Believe He's Earnest 

This is Just to illustrate the ridiculous improba• 
bility of Yogi Berra being Involved in the literary 
field, and it happened several years ago, when Toots 
Shor's place in New York was the roundup joint for 
strays of the sporting life. 

Yogi - nobody ever calls him Lawrence Peter, 1; 

or even Larry, or even Lawty, his growing-up name 

Funnan 
Bisher 

on Dago Hill in St. 
Louis - had been 
there for lunch when 
the proprietor intro
duced him to Ernest 

1 Hemingway, who 
needs no further intro
duction here. 

"I see you met 

After consulting with several 
players on the tour, he has toned 
down his act from last year. He was 
criticized for catch'ing an oppo• 
nent's serve during a Davis Cup 
match and occasionally applauding 
his foes' good shots, which they con• 
sidered insulting. 

round of the AT&T Challenge at Horseshoe Bend. . 

~::d l;:i:1:lfha:,~; Astros' coach Yogi Berra has develed Into the 
out. "What do you 1worldoflltentureonceagain. 
think of him?" 

"I've cleaned out all the things 
that I think are obnoxious," said 
Agassi, who dropped a notch in the 

. rankings from No. 4 on Monday, five 
days before his 19th birthday. "I've 
kept the good things." . 

The spiky blond hair, denim 
shorts and pulverizing forehand 
will be on display tonight when he 
plays Tim Mayotte in the AT&T 
Challen'ge at Horseshoe Bend Coun
try Club in Roswell. Michael Chang 
and Aaron Krickstein open at? p.m. 

"I'll be concentrating on playing 
good tennis, but, you know, I'll be 
having some fun, too," Agassi said. 

Although he's sometimes consid· 
ered more irritant than entertainer, 
he's content with his image. 

"I feel as if I'm coming across 
exaCtly how I want to," Agassi said. 
"I've been criticized a little bit in 
the near past, and it's only helped 
me because it's shown people that 
my skin's pretty thick. I'm showing 
people that I'm more of a person, 
and that's what people want to see 
- how deep I go. 
• "When you get negative re• 
sponses, keep on slrong, because I 
feel what I do is good for tennis, 
good for people, good for children." 

A recent Sports Illustrated arti• 
cle slammed him as hard as one of 
his forehands, portraying him as a 
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spoiled bral 
"It disappointed me, but I like 

the fact it was written," said Agassi; 
a semifinalist in the French and 
U.S. opens last year. "It's helped me 
so much. Now it's like people really 
come to my support more. I 
wouldn't change anything ir I could 
go back in time." 

Mayotte says, "l really like An
dre. I don't feel that he's out there 
trying to distract me. I think he has 
a lot of sex appeal in a way that's 
good for, the game." 

"I think the younger teenage 
gi rls might think that way," said 
Agassi, who has seen roses thrown 

at his feet from the crowd. " I don't 
look at it in that respect" 

. At Indian Wells, Calif., in early 
March, Agassi made a gallant move 
that he said received "the best re
sponse I've ever had.'' 

He was playing Yannick Noah 
in the quarterfinals. Noah was up 
set point at 6-5 in the first set Agas
si's service return winner was 
called good, but Agassi saw the ball 
was oul He couldn't ignore it 

"Maybe I have too much of a 
conscience," he said. "I gave him 
the poinl And I grabbed the micro
phone because people were disap
pointed that I lost the point I said, 
'Listen, I can't take a point if the 
ball was Oul'" 

It was game, set and, eventually, 
malch to Noah. 

Agassi is still trying to regain 
the form which took him to a No. 3 
ranking and six titles in 1988. 

He took six weeks off this year 
- "I had to learn how to play tennis 
all over again," he said - and 
worked with manufacturer Donnay 
to develop an acceptable rackel 

Agassi had not beaten a player 
ranked higher than No. 30 until the 
.Davis Cup matches in San Diego, 
where he defeated Noah and Henri 
Leconte. In an exhibition in Char• 
lotte last Sunday, he lost to Chang 
6-4, 6-4, 

Yet he said, "I feel ver,y confi· 
dent where my· game is right now 
and where it's going to go.'' 

"Quite a fella ," 
Yogi said. "What does 
hedo?" 

"He's a writer.'' 
"Oh, what paper?" Yogi said. 
Well, Yogi Berra, the author, passed through 

town wearing the cloth of the Houston Astros, and 
pu!hlng his latest work titled, "Yogi - It Ain't Over 

• • • "How'd you like my book?" he asked, beaming 
rather proprietorially. "I enjoy hearing people say 
they like it" 

He had just come from signing books at Oxford 
Book Store until they ran oul It made him feel as 
good as if he'd gone 5-for-5 and driven in the win
ning run. I told him I liked i~ though I hadn't quite 
finished it I wanted to make him feel good, and be· 
sides, I do like il It's heartwanning to see a great 
perfonner and a Hall of Fa mer getting acquainted in 
his aft.er-years with the magic of the written word. 
Not bad for a kid who went from the eighth grade to 
a job in the shoe factory. 

You realize, of course, that Yogi didn't write il 
He talked it and a fellow named Tom Horton, who 
·publishes books, did the writing, and it's .difTerenL 
Cannen, Yogi's wife and his connection ·with the 
arts, was pretty much against him doing il 

"She reads a lot of books. She's a reader. She 
knows about these things. 1 never read books. I read 
the sports pages. I told Tom it had all been done. He 
said not the way we were going to do il The other 
times somebody el~e had done the talking. This time 
I was going to do it," Yogi said. 

"Cannen read it and took out some things she 
didn't like, but didn't take out one thing about 
George Steinbrenner. ["I threw a pack of cigarettes 
at him once.") 

"She said, 'Tell the truth, Yogi. He's a S.0.8. and 
you. wouldn't work for him If you were hungry,' and 

•she's right and I wouldn't''. .. 
Yogi hasn't been back to Yankee Stadium since 

Steinbrenner fired him as manager, and he has 

Pistons, '88 Runners-Up, Favored to ,Go ~ the Way 
By Jeffrey 0.nberg 

Sfajf\l'ritrr 

For the first time since Moses 
"falone led Philadelphia in its fam
ous fo '-fo '-fo' march through the 
playoffs, a team other than the Los 
Angeles Laken or the Boston Cell· 
ics is favored to win the NBA title. 

When the postseason starts 
Thursday, it's a rough, brawling De
troit team that sils atop the NBA af• 
ter finishing second in last year's 
playoffs. The league's only 60-game 
winner, the Pistons (63-19) are to 
basketball what Attila the Hun was 
to life in the Dark Ages - virtually 
unbeatable. • 

Since spring 1983, no team has 
been the threat Malone and the 
76en posed as they swept three 
teams In a mere 13 games. Malone, 
now with the Hawks, was just one 
game ofTon his fo '-fo'-fo'predlction, 
meaning the 76ers would sweep all 
three best-of-seven series that year. 

"The great thing about our posi- • 
lion," says Pistonf assistant coach 
Brendan Suhr, "is that we're just 11 
home wins from the finals tr we 
don't win'l a road game. That's the 
edge you play for.'' , i 

~ . AIIALYIII I 
"No Qpestion they're the team 

to beat," says the Atlanta Hawks' 
Dominique Wilkins. 

"Take away all the physical . 
stufT, and they are still a ver,y fine 
basketball team," says Cleveland 
genera l manager Wayne Embry, 
who saw his club lose twice to the 
Pistons within a week this month. 

Milwaukee assistant i!Oach Mack 
Calvin watched the Pistons Sunday 
and wondered, "Are we all wasting 
our time?" 

The Lakers, champions the last 
two years and 4-3 winners over De
troit in last year's final, couldn't 
clinch their own division title until 
they beat Portland Friday night in 
game No.81. With Kareem Abdul• 
Jabbar moving gingerly on 42-year• 
old legs, the Lakers are considered 
no better than even money to sur
vive the Western Conference 
playofTs. 

The teams to watch are Utah, 
which took L.A to seven games in 
the West nnal last season, and up-

start Phoenix, nosed out in the Pa
cific Division aft.er a ten'inc run. 

The· Suns, No. 3 seeds in the 
West, will play Denver in Round 1, 
whi le Utah starts with Golden State. 
L.A. has the soft.est first-round foe, 
Portland having clinched the last 
remaining berth in the last game of 
the regular season. 

When Boston was announced 
Sunday as Detroit's first-round foe, 
the 21,454 fans in the Pistons' Pal
ace roared with delight. Celtics 
bashing has become popular these 
days, and Boston, which did not 
edge out Washington for the final 
Eastern Conference playoff spot un• 
til Sunday, appears m no condition 
to put up much of an argument 

For the Bucks, who open with 
Atlanta Thursday at The Omni , 
there is the matter of how to deal 
with an opponent who has whipped 
you seven s~raight times, six this 
season. 

"Sometimes, It's better to have a 
challenge," Milwaukee coach Del 
Harris said last week. 

The biggest question in the East 
Is New York, which had a 52-30 rec
ord but was just 4-8 in April. Have 

the Knicks simply lost their incen
tive after clinching the Atlantic Di• 
vision title early, or has growing 
discord involving playing time got
ten the best of them? 

"Friction? We had friction in 
Portland. This js nothing," says Kiki 
Vandeweghe, the ex-Blazer who has 
become the Innocent center of a 
storm that has Charles Oakley, 
Johnny Newman and Gerald Wil• 
kins upset by changes in rotations. 

''This team plays on emotion," 
V.andeweghe said, "and when It's 
emotionally high, It can beat any 
team in the league. But when it's 
not, It really struggles.''. 

The other question in the East 
is Chicago. Can the Bulls, playing 
Cleveland, recapture the nre that 
had them roaring with four straight 
wins out West last month against 
that conference's best teams? 

Michael Jordan is fearful of this 
matchup against an opponent that 
beat the Bulls six straight times this 
season. 

"We knocked them out in the 
playofTs last year, and .there's a lit• 
tie revenge factor," he said. "They 
also expose our weaknesses well." 
o Playoff Schedule, Page 7F 

pledged never to set foot in the place as long as out
rageous George owns the team. He refused to show 
up when Steinbrenner erected a plaque to him. 
''George was hurt." he wrote. "George hurt me, too.'' 

Yogi Berra defies athletic science. He doesn't 
walk, he waddles in an anthropodial gail He almost 
has no legs, no rear end, no hips. He's all shoulders 
and head. There's nothing beautiful about him until 
he plays the role of being himself, and even then his 
voice comes out like a low growl. Behind ·it all, he's 
a lovely, generous, kind and gentle man. 

The science he defied wu that he played that 
odd body into a 19-year career as a Yankee, played 
in more World Series games than any man who ever 
Jived, amounting to half a regular season, and wad
dled right into Cooperstown. Even the most violent 
Yankee-hater turns soft when Yogi shows up. Ir he 
was Indeed an athletic freak, they need an assembly 
line turning out freaks. 

ed ~j:: t~~a~i!ts':i1:/~:~den?l his twist-
"Llke, 'Nobody goes there any more, it's too 

crowded.' I said thal 
"Bobby Brown and I roomed together at Newark, 

and he was studying all those big medical books. 
'How'd It come out?' J said thal I also said, 'I want 
to thank the people that made this day necessary,'" 
he said. "But I don't like it when people make fun of 
me saying a lot of things I didn't say." 

"Well, af\er this you may take to writing, but you . 
·haven't left much for a sequel," I said. 

"Oh, yes I have," Yogi said. "I've already got the 
title, 'It's Over.'" 

Sadly, it wasn'L The Berras have three sons, and 
one, Dale, also made it to the big leagues. He was 
·one or the players involved in the big Pittsburgh 
drug trial. After we nnished lunch, Yogi went back 
to his hotel to find a message that Dale was in trou
ble again. Being the m11n that he is, he dropped ev• 
erything, including his book, and new home to be 
Cannen's husband and Dale's father, two of his best 
roles. • 

SHOCK 
CLOSEOUT! 
IMAGINE! A SHOCK 

WARRANTED FOR AS 
LONG AS YOU OWN 
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