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~ CHICAGO - The forewoman of the "S<hools are as much to blame - all they 

federal Jury that convicted sports agenl5 care about 1s having a good football ~eam 1 • S · Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom said Fri- When. they get a good ~thlete, they 11 do &nents College ports day that there were "no innocent bystand- anything to keep them In school because 
~ ' en" in the case. we all 'understood that collep! footbalt Is 

Share Same Sickness "I think the message In the trial was ~:ebfc!!:1e:i, 1!~ ~!!!~ ;:u~·::.':ec~:i 
1 that there were no innocent bystandei:s.- felt that way." 
I Only fools and hypocrites can say the the agents, the athletes, the unlvers1t1es , 

NQrby Walters-Lloyd Bloom guilty verdict need to look at lhemselve~, jus~ as No~y Walters and Bloom were found guilty 
wiJI make any difference in college athlet- Walters and Lloyd Bloom, said Majone Thursday by the eight-woman, four-man 
ics. As the respected sports agent Ralph Cin• 
d~ch said in this newspaper yesterday, the 
college problem goes deeper than two w:lse­
gu, hustlers trying to make a buck by sign• 
lnJ. up football studs. College athletlcs is 
sick. Period, paragraph. 
f Presidents oi· universities as well as 

c~ches know the sickness is systemic. They 
know they are exploiters of young men. 
Alllamed, they hide the exploitation under 
tht cover of myth. The endearina: myth is 
t~.f.t college athletics ls amateur sports ror 
s~denls. Everyone knows better. It is pro • :i: 1~:;.,h~~~i:e °foi:1/~ a~e:"1na . 

it;s· coilege athietics that Is corrupt, not 
ju t Walters and Bloom, whose only real 
c mes, as most people undersllnd crime, 

~ s t~~:! ~urh:t'a:~1~~~:~~: :: 
th t Walters and Bloom did is no wone than 

~~a:~:;~~~s!!tao~~d%~: 
pl ers who then lied in order to keep their 
SC olarships, 

A prosecutor defined fraud a lie done to 
g money. Well. In that case, schools com• 
m t rraud daily because the college athletict 
s terp is a fraud. Lie to get money? Colleces 
a se basketball and football as amateur 
sJ:l(lrts for students. They sell a myth that is 

.:1:: ~~etf:~~et::~: :Si!ubc~ineu for 

i

' leta Promited the World, Get Shafi 
North Carolina baaketball coach Dean 

s Ith has said pllyen lhould be allowed to 
~ a,ents i,yhlle they're in school. Colum• 
n Carl Rowan and Mike Boyko have ar• 

that college athlete& 1llould be paid 
e fair share of the revenue tbelr wort 

p uces. In edltoriah saytng lt'1 time to 
m~te college athletics respectable, The Ne": 
Yfrk Times, Chicago Tribune and Kansas 
c~ Star have advocated payments to ath­
l~s. Et;en NCAA executive director Dick 
Sfiultz has spoken In favor of S200 a month 
Pffflents. 

1! ~: ~it ~r°N~~ ~~ ~:.Ci!1~':e'rai;. 

!tct:oro ~~;er:.»:~ ':r ;~:ew:~e: 
quickly, Too often athletes leave univeni• 
ties without an education let alone a dee,ee. 
TOO often they leave frustrated and bitter. 
~te{ were promised the world. They ,ot th~ 

' We could fix college athletics by admlt-

:i:i ~~!m&q~p:~m~rl::ta=~ 

~ls~n~; :u:~l~~s ~aj~e;}:9' ha': 
mlsic majors and art majors.) We must JJ1Y 
a ilayer's way to school II Ion, u be wants 
tojkeep trylni. (Now there's a nve-year limit, 
with a scholanhip good one year at a time, 
re)tewed at the coach's whim.) We muat be 
fafr, admitting that It's pro aportl, and find a 
w~ to pay players. (Try trust fund1 with 
.Pl)ments made later, as in Olympic sport&) 

I We can call It "corruptjon." But la it! 
Wfre tali.Ing about under•the•table pay­
ment& to players that amount to peanuts 

:::\l~~edea:i~~ui~h~ ~;:~af:~1: 
vepted, though, "corruption" will move in 
l~kstep with college athletics. It hu been 
lh, t way for a hundred yean. No ooe does 
all)'thlna: about It except write more rules 

~J~a~~~:o!~~):fsi~IL ::~!r:. 
sidn. The unlvenitles think "corruption" ii 
a small price to pay for the millions of dol• 
Ian taken In at the box office. 

r"' Color Painlin!! ud Ludoapl"I 
r How tad. Even the best and brtihteat or 

our national educator& are co.co111plraton 
in a scheme of exploitation that 1111eb ot 
&l'l"''l'• 

I If not. how does Miami (Ohio) Unlftnkr 
julll!Y ill academic history wtth a foodNifl 
ruantnc back named Georp Swam! How 
doe& Iowa Ju1t1ty the clunrork of tl>e "°"" 
derful runnirc back Ro■!lie Harmoa? 

To become eli,ible for hll Nalor lellOII 
- even uyin, "aenior'' i11pllet Procna 11 
a student; the proper adjective lbouhl N 
.''Jal\" - Ronnie HarmGn enrolled ln Iowa', 
summer aehool. He replDld his ="" 
by i1:'1 ;~o~~.~n =::~ rf:!n ._, =-=-~=~~ ~ry8'i: :O::or:: =~•w:c:=:::, ~~ •~I= 
COlltllUnlt, health, track aid fttld, ....... 
baU, and be still WU placed on ~ 
probation. To betome academically eliCll)II 
fbr lllt 1e11lor 1euon, be Ill 11111 ~ up 
by tatln, one cl111: '.f'reet aid Shrabl." 

o Wallace Wins Pole on HO(JS/ers, PIie JOB 
By Ed Binion 

SwffWrittr 

NORTH WILKESBORO, N.C. - The 
veteran driver stood watching his peers 
wait by and shook his head gravely. 
"Somebody in this garage area is going to 
get killed before this thing is over," he 
said, meaning the NASCAR tire war that Is 
bolling over. "You just don't know who it's 
gonna be." 

Each Sunday, he Said, "every lime you 

see a tire blow, it's like walking through a 
mine field, wondering who'& going to get It 
nexL'' 

That driver and another, as well as sev­
eral crew chiefs, spoke on the condijion of 
anonymity Friday at North Wilkesboro 
Speedway. Like most other driven on the 
NASCAR Winston Cup tour, they say they 
fear both the political clout and loss of fl. 
nanclal support rrom the giant Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Co. and its feisty liUle Ii• 
val in stock car racing, Hoosier Racing 
Tire. 

-·■CIIIILm ............ Bucu'T•lll'CUmml11J1 IMltldofillt bulebll 
---1111■-

'-Guilty, Too 
' It- agreed that Walters will be liable for ' , 

• $250,000 and Bloom $145.000. \: ;: 
1#-·. Walters's ·attorneys told prosecutors : '.; -:r · ·~~t~~~;.'~1f~!n:y~~ ~!';d!Ji:e: ·~ 'd 
.... ,.• • have(ailedto repaymoneyWalters·gaveor 1 2 

-. ,, ·· ., "loaned" them. • ~ 

"Some of tlie jurors felt bad that these 
euys hadn't paid Norby back," said jurol' 
WH!ie Woodson. "But I also think Norby 
and Lloyd knew there was risk in what 

~. AIENT• Co~Unued -on 10B 

Zane Smith 
Struggles 
In7-5 Loss 
After Braves Go Up 3-0, 

• Giants Stonn Right Back 
. □ Siren$ at 5""'nd Base, Page 5B 

a The Braves Report, Page 5B 
• • ·By Joe Slnusi 

Sli!ffWrlll'r 

: • SAN FRANCISCO- Yes, it is early, 
and the Atlanta Braves' collection or 
young pitehers has been mostly out• 

s~nt~1!'orf~o~!':~:tf~:S~i:;!t,;di~ 
• starter Zane Smith, resurfaced Friday 
i~~~~~:crs~~ eG~'ntt a 7-5 loss to the 

The 'Braves assumed a 3-0 f\rst-in­
• ning lead, then crumbled against a club 
. that has dominated left-handed pitching 

this season. 
Smith's excellent spring training 

bas given way to a bothersome start. 
One f:!Xcellent outing'Jast Sunday has 
been surrounded by two performances 

• reminiscent o( his painful 1988, when 
. he was bothered by bone chips in his 

left elbow. The BrAvea' anticipated 
,i stopper, Smith has started three losses. 

• ''It's his third start. He's coming ofr 
·•ooo game. It should carry over," said 
manager Ru.ss Nixon. 

the ·Braves entered Candlestick 
Park 5-4, having surrendered 25 earned 
runs in nine games. Giddy over Derek • 
Lilliquist's suceessf\11 _major-league de­
but and Tom Glavine's run of 18 innings 
without giving up an earned run, they 
waited for Smith to share in the sue-

• They're still waiting. Smith failed to 
past the third inning ror the second 
e in .three starts. Nixon allowed him 

orb six earned runs before remov-

thi-owstrikes." 
The Braves threalened to dispatch 

• . Giants starter Rick Reuschel quickly 
but could not f\nish the job. Instead, the 

• 

gam'~T~!~~Pb~ca'me sloppy begin• 
Alng with the guy in the middle or the 
diamond," said Nixon. "If the guy on 
the ·hlll lsn'l putting out for you, you'll 
have some problems." 

ZANE Continued on 1B 

. fies Logic, 
ecourtRace 

58 19 .753 
SO 29 .&U 
56 23 .105 3'n 

3Z .584 13 
3S .545 19 
37 ,519 11 

31 -~ 11 
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Wallace 
Rolls to Pole 
On Hoosiers 

By Ed Hinton 
St1,.ff\Vrlltt 

NORTH WILKESBORO, N.C. -
Rusty Wallace, discarding Good­
year's re-inlroduced radial tires at 
the last minute Friday, won the 
pole ror Sunday's First Union 400. 

Wallace was clocked at ll?.524 
mph on the .625-mile North Wilkes- '-------'-=---' 
boro Speedway, using traditional Rusty Wallace· 

bias,:ri:e:5\Vh!~el b!a~To:: with hardl, who qualiried secon'd and 
the Hoosiers; I didn't know with the third Friday, used the new radials. 
Goodyears," said Wallati!. "I had a The two drivers had practiced on 
bad experience on the radial tire both brands of tires and both said 
testing here, and I was very unsure their cars worked better on the 
about it." • raditlls. 

Three weeks ago here, Wallace Bodine praised the radials, say-
demolished one or his Ponti a cs, not ing, "We were at least two-tenths lot 
because a tire blew, but beeause a second) quicker" on them. Bui 
the radials behaved so dilferently Wallace u.id lhat Bodine "told me. 
from what he was accustomed to ' I can't believe I ran that fast the 
with bias-ply tires. waythiscarfelt'" 

This weekend is the first time And this time, ''The pole is pret• 
Goodyear has brought out the radi• ly important to me, because or Uni• 
;~i:e~~~~ w~~~l~d ::bb~~;'. cal's $38.000," Wallace said, refer• 
Goodyear had planned to suppl}' ~l~~e~ !h~l~;:r w'fnn~f~!° ;~ 
~';:! i~ t~!la~~:m~!~,it~~h~ and the race On one weekend. 
after Bill Elliott sulfered a broken ;:i: :e ~:\:in w~r~:::/~~ 
~er~cIT~std:h~n ah~ro~~ ~~~!ted in could all party on that" 

Geoff Bodine and Dale Earn• a Friday'$ Qualifying, Page 98 

Agents Jurors Speak Out 
From Page 1B 

they were doing. They lost" 
Walters and Bloom are free on 

bond pending their sentencing, teii­
tatively scheduled for late May. 
Walters, 58, and Bloom, 30, each 
face maximum penalties of 55 years 
in prison and$1.5million in fines. 

"One of the most difficult parts 
oftheverdictwasknowingwewere 
sending these guys to jail ," said 
Woodson. "I think we felt they had 
to pay, but It still makes you feel 
bad when you know somebody is go­
ing to jail in a case that was pretly 
messy." 

Woodson said the element of or• 
genized crime, particularly the tes­
timony of former Mafia captain Mi­
chael Frantese, provided a "scary" 
backdroptothe ·case. 

"Just walking into the court• 
house the day Franzese testified. 
seeing all the securily, you knew 
that somebody dilferent was on the 
stand," said Woodson. "II was scary. 
You sensed il The guy, Franzese, 
was scary ... but he was a &ood wit• 
ness. He was believable." 

Karen Curle}', another juror, 
said, "He (Franrese] made an im• 
pression on us. I believed what he 
told us. I think we believed Norby 

asanorganized-erimeflguretoset• 
tie disputes with clients. 

Benson said the jury was "quite 
swarethatotherspartsagents"sign 
athletes with college eligibility 
remaining. 

"ltcrossedourminds,butother 
agents weren't on trial," said Ben­
son. "Norby Walters and Lloyd 
Bloom were." 

Benson also said the jucy felt 
Bloom was "a bit or a bungler." As 
part of the racketeering conviction. 
Bloom was found guilly of two ex­
tortionate acts for threats he made 
against athletes. Walters was not 
charged with elllortion. 

'"Norbywasobviouslytheguyln 
the background, but Lloyd had the 
big mouth and made the threats 
with the athletes," said Benson. 
"Norby seemed more cle,·er in lhe 
operation, but we were aware he 
was the mastermind of the 
operation." 

Bloom's defrauding of Kansas 
City Chiefs running back Paul Pal­
mer of $145,000 was damaging In 
themlndsotthejurors. 

"I think it showed that some of 
the other athletes were smart to 
walkaway," said Benson. 

All jurors interviewed said they 
wanted to hear Walters and Bloom :r~~t'• is involved ~ith (organized =======~=-I 

• SPORTS WINNERS • 
(404) 976 - 1111 S~c1U 

(212) 535-8377 
Franzese testified that Walters 

and Bloom had used his reputation 

PEUGEOT PRICE POWER! 
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Tire War·Getting Dangerous, Drivers Warn 
From Page 1B 

"No Ure is safe now," said an­
otherCJ'ewchief. 

But Leo Mehl, Good}'ear's rac­
ing director, mponded: ''The driv­
ers demand the speed. Even when 
they're concerned about safely, they 
always run the futer tire. We have 
to police ourselves as far as safety." 

Goodyear, Mehl said, is "doing 
our best to stay on the right side of 
the ·safety line. Any time we have 
seen anything that concerns us as 
far as safely, such as Daytona, we 
have balled out. That's what our 
policy is." 

Hoosier president Bob Newton 
said, "I don't see any big safety 
problem.J think the tires are safer 
this year than lastyeaf." 

L11st week at Bristo"!, Tenn., 
there were a NASCAR-record 20 
caution flags, most for wrecks 
caused by either blown ti~s or trac­
tion problems. 

"What happened last week was 
100 percent track," said Newton, re­
ferring to the recent repaving job at 
Bristol. "ltcatne up." 

One driver disagreed, saying, Mil 
wasn't the track's fault The track 
didn'tg<, nat" 

Tension mounted Friday during 
practice for Sundil.y's .nrst Union 
400 as Goodyear re-introduced the 
controversialracingrad ial tiresit 
had withdrawn from the Daytona 
500 In February after Bill Elliott 
sulfered a broken wrist due to a 

testify. The t.wo agenl..!i did not take 
the witness stand. 

"I think they could have helped 
themselves," said Curley. "I wanted 
to know why they did It, why they 
didn'twaituntiltheseathleteswere 
eligible [to sign with agenlsl why. 
they got involved with the mob, why 
theyhadtolie,lie,lie."· 

Schloemann said, "Norby came 
across as a fast-talking salesman, a 
pitchman. like you see in the 
movies." 

The jurors said they did not 
give much credence to testimony by 
threeattorneysfromtheprominent 
New York law firm of Shea and 
Gould who advised ·waiters and 
Bloom the ae:enls were "doing noth· 
ing illegal" by pursuing college 
athletes. , 

"I think we felt that (Walters 
and Bloom] didn't tell their lawyers 
everything," said Woodson. "Maybe 
they would have gotten bett.er 
advice." 

Many jurors praised Bloom's de• 
fense attorney, Dan Webb, who al• 
tacked the fraud' case presented by 
the government 

"Webb lel\ an Impression, and 
hisclosingargumentleft.an Impres­
sion," said Woodson. "I think every• 
one thought Webb really represent­
·ed Lloyd Bloom well, and that was a 

ct8sh inpractleeraused by a blown 
radial. 

Three drivers spun wtth no 
warning in pract.ict Friday, appar­
enUy a result of the behavior of the 
radials. 

Richard Petty, who wrecked his 
Ponliac, snapped his fingers and 
said, "It went just like that" Petty 
sent his crew home to Level Cross, 
N.C., to get a new car. But he 
missed Frlday's lirstroundofquali­
fying, and ifhe has lrouble today, 
could miss making the field for the 
third time in the last four Winston 
Cup races. 

The cars or Neil Bonnett and 
'J.D. McDuffie were not damaged In 
the ir spins, but Bonnell said he 
didn't hit anything because "it came 
around so fast ... All of a sudden, it 
just turned around." 

Darrell Waltrip slood stone­
f'aced inthe,garageandwasgravely 
non~ommital. 

"We have a choice," he sald. 
"We don't have to do this [race]." 
Told that other drivers were speak­
ing on the condition of anonymily, 
Waltrip said, "Look, I've already 
told you: I don't want to get my dog 
in thatfighl" 

"I look at the newspapers," said 
another driver, "and see all these 
other drivers praising the radials. 
Then you getthosesamedriversofT 
to themselves and ask, 'How'd those 
radials really feel to you · · And 
they'll say, 'They felt.(awful] to me, 
butlcan'tsayanything.''' 

' 
tough job because Lloyd messed up 
alotofthings." 

Webb showed that Iowa went to 
some length to keep running back 
Ronnie Harmon and defensive bact 
Devon Mitchell academically eligi­
ble for it& 1985 Rose BoWt· season 
Michigan State allowed wide receiv­
er Mark lngram to play his senior 
season despite a felony then 
conviction. 

"We didn't think Walters and 
Bloom defrauded those schools," 
said juror Linda Dishroon. "The 
schools defrauded themselves." 

But the jurors did find that 
Michigan and Purdue were defraud• 
ed by the agents. The unchallenged 
testimony of Michigan coach Bo 
Schembechler had an impact, they 
said. 

"I think when they (defense at­
torneys] decided not to cross-exam­
ine Bo Schembechler, that pretty 
much said it all," 11id Woodson. 
"Michigan was clean." 

The length Of deliberations-. 
six days-did not resultl'rom dis­
agreement among the jurors. 

Gatoncle 
Bulretball Night 

Pint 5,000 )'Oungotm 16 and ~nderwlll n,cet,. 
a ft'ee baiketbill, compliments or Gatorade. 

• • 

Guaran~~=~o=-~~~t~.'~:1"::~~=dopolit 

Why don't the drivers refuse to roadJ" ~.:,! 
race until something is done? Goodyear withdrew the radials 

"When you've got a $300,CNJO.a- from Daytona this year and bias-ply - - 1 
year tire deal with Goodyear," said tires !'tom Charlotte last May, citing : 

o~eBJt;:nJrj~!/:1~~~ol~ing :~d\:sn~r~se ~~~~e~9d~o~~~ ~ l 
!~~~~~e·~:1a~~nt~~r r:~ f~c! ~::c:1t 1:::~ l\1~~~ i:~~a! i i 
gett~,i~~~~~::!i~t.ha~~- t1onal Raceway. . . ~ 1 

year would re-Introduce the radials For nearly 20 years, Goodyear }' { 
here, ~aid, "Y~u do_n't even think . was the sole Ure supplier in NAS--'? 1 I 
:~~ l~ :~ec~~~ situation] whlle ~~~a!!~h!uJ1~~~:.~~~v:l~ O ! 
list ~~1!\~e~~tb~n b~r:gd~~~~o~:~ d!~~;:m:ut:~!n11~:1:;:~~t~: ., i 
about the tire war and this year is tered the market and began winning• 1. 

careful about what he says. races earl}' last year, the two comr.",'. . 
Elliolt did say recently that "J panies went into ~attle ~ produces : 

i:nwl:u!dy!o~ :::uw;r; ~;: :~:~~:e~i!:.sti\y designed a~·-·: t 

lhing started lat the begi~ni~g of By mid-spring of HISS, the ure · "~ 11 
J988] than I had been before m my . war wasn't amusing to the drivers. . 
whole career." ·By then; Harry Gant had suffered a. 1, , 

One of the drivers said that af- badly broken leg (he only recentlY •:. I 
ter Dale Earnhardt narrowly avoid- got olT crutches), Buddy Baker hadi '. " 
ed crashing due to a blown radial at sulfered a brain injury that later re- 1"': 

Daytona, "I went to him end asked quired surgery (he hasn't driven t'" 

what happened. He said, 'I cut a , since), and Rick Wilson had suf :·: 
~b~~ s1~~:c~t~h~~ ~t~~~~ ~: fered a broken shoulder. )!.~ •• 

wouldn't say anything. brai~f~u~li1~i j~~:~3 ~~t;~~!, ,.,. 
"If I were the tire companies," day can 't remember what hap- , .... 

the driver continued, "I cou ldn't pened. The last radio transmission '· • 
sleep at nigh~ worcying about liabil- his crew received l'rom him before.:;<-· 1 

ity insurance. How hard you think his crash was, "I've got a tire going: 1:1 I 
this stuff would be to prove in down," but that accident has ~ner-J •1;.:; 

court, with all those TV tapes of ally been attributed to a cut m the :"r'' 
torp.-up tires up and down pit tire caused by debris on the track. ::~· I 

I""' I 

24th· April 
I C . ZX Arrives Now! 

New 3~~Kin9 orders 
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