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A Tough Lesson for All Sports Agents: Trial of Walters and 
Bloom May Help Clean Up the Business 

t.A 1 IMl.S Al.011V($ 

N'ftll U l'89t) AM PT -CHICAGO - No matt.tr wbat \'Crilict is rcaebfd in the tritl of Norby Walters and 

Uoyd 8100111, it will be!p clN.11 up llie sports 1.5ent..s busi11ess, iusidt-rs sul Mot1day as 

jurorsde1ibe.rated a third day. 

'"I think the busiuess is rttlly starting lo change now, ani the indictuumts are a major 

r0asoo for this ... Q\id Skrt·e Zucker. au SJ;,enl whose clie1ts indude Chicaio Jk-ars 

quarterback J im McMahon. 

Dob Wool{, a Boston- I»~ sporlsattomey "tu>s4' d i"nb include Lury Bi.rd, J o,i, 

Monlana and Oo11g foll.tie, said he expects the verdi<.1 tohave·a very positive itn1mct· 

no matter what it is. 

A finding of gui]ty "wou.ld certai.nb• be a soberita,g r11eSS9.le lo a Jot <I people ott there . 

. . to a lot of the unscn~ulous agents," lte said. 

&Jflh~,.,.. found innoc,nt,"' h• u.id, "tl1, m~• • s-tilloul lh•"'· Tiu1t llbuMJ "''ill 

nol beto1erated.M 

l11e ('.as,e ofWalttn, 58, andBloou1, 29, went to tbe.jurylasl ThurMl.ay afltor fo-e 

,ree.ksof testimony before U.S. District Judge Ceorg.e M1rovid1. Jurors took the 

,ree.kend off before resumingde1ibemtions Monday moming.11leywent home at 5 

p.m. o;rr,\1thout a vc.1d1cr, and we.re sdledulec:1 toresurnc. dcllberattons'f\lesday. 

•Jbe New York•based agents we.re accused of defraudingsix universities 11.nd breaJ,i ng 

ether laws in sig.ning; coUegeathletes to secret contracts before their college elig;ibi1ity 

had Ol!pirod. Thoy al&o w~ro acc\l.800 of l.lBing thl'()Qls to koop tho athloto1,in lino-. 

Prosecutors said the agents defrauded the schools•· lo,fft., Mk;higa.n, Mkhigaa State, 

Notre ();unt-,, Purdue 1111d Tc:nple •• o f s::hol1:1r.Ship money by ii.g.nin; l1u:11thfotcs lo 

oontr.>cts that violated NCAA rule,. 

Defense attorneys argued that unive.rsities often kept at.Uetes in scllool, despise poor 

gradet.. to promote their sports programs. They said Wake.rs and Bbom were tho 

, ictims of °'double•dtain.( 8t.hlcttS who took their mo~y and later backed oll of the 

doals. 

Attornoys far Walt,r, and Bloom tlso said the dofmdaru were mer,ly ongoi;illt in 

practices long a~pled in the sports woc1d 

NFL l)iayers who testified at the trial indudcd Ronnie Humoo of Buffalo. Paul 

Palmt"f of Kansas City a.od Mark fog;ram of New York. Tht,-y tuc illllong; the ◄3 pla)'('rS 

wbo signed wiUl Wailers and Bloom and avokied prosewtion "1lh pretrial 

scholarships to their universities. 

F<>urttetl states ll!J't'-ttdy havtlaw80r propo,std lt'J;.blalioo that wvuld male it a crim~ 

to pass money toath1e.tf:ls before the.ir collegee1igibi1ity bas e:q,ired. Zucl:er said. 

Two ytars ago, before U1e me of Walters and Bloom wwt to trial, only caJifomia ud 

Oklahoma had s1r.h laws. Zuc:ker said. 

B-ul Woolf al.5o said new state laws aimed al n,guJatiJ:1.g fV<>rls agents may mean a 

burc:11.u 1emticjunglo. 

"\Vbal has bitppeued is all the slak,.s now a.re passi11g lav$ gowmiug ~eols so it's 

ulmOSl huposslble for a 11 lndMdua.l to rope " 'Ith a.I the rules and tE'g,ulallons la each 

-•te,"he said. 

1l1ere·s uoqueslion lbat Ulere &re a lot or u05Crupulow(a.gents), M Woolf said. ·nut 

there·$ a lot of good ones and we 811 gel l)flinl8d with the.same brusll.M 
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