
SECTION F 

: • When last the Atlanta Braves played a 
home opener, there was less a mood of 

' anticipation than a sense of dread. From 
. the first, it was clear that the '88 Braves had 
•,no chance. No non-expansion team has 

ever been a bigger Jock to lose 100 games, a 
•S 'd6pth the team would ultimately reach 
~! with eight days to spare. The '88 Braves 
~ began as that worst possible thing, a bad 

• Old team. 
On Opeiling Day '88, the Braves' 

lineup included six guys past 30. The Braves 
.• • were hoping Damaso Gard a and Ken 
) Griffey would hit early, attract some trade 
·: : .Interest and, in the process, buy Ron Gant 

.: 'and Jeff Blauser a few more months in the 
. t piinors. Talk about hoping against hope. 
; . Garcia, 31, was a lazy embarrassment, the 37-
.• ~ year-old Griffey il sad reminder of his 
• former fleet self. Goodness knows they 

weren't the only culprits, but together 
Garcia and Griffey symbolized how desperate 

:_}his franchise had become. 

:f;A Zillion Scouts Can't All Be Wrong 
• :~ Trying to plug major•league ho!E!s 
~ ,fwhile giving his minor-leaguers time to 
: ::• itevelop, GM Bobby Cox took a chance on 
... •two vets. Garcia wound up playing 21 games 
~-~ pver two years before being jettisoned. 
J GrifTey gave the Braves an OK half-season in 
:-~ Trouble was, there was nobody 
- coming up whi le Griffey was losing il So he 

kept playing, growing worse with every 
month. No other big-league team would've 
had Griffey and Garcia doing anything 
beyond filling out last year's roster. They 
started for the Braves. 

Both were gone by September, their 
places taken by younger guys. If nothing else, 
that's cause to greet the '89 home opener 
with a smidgen of optimism. These Braves 
may be bad but they won't be old, and 
when you're young there's always the chance 
you'll get better. Only three Bra~es 
regulars are past30; the oldest starting 
pitcher, Zane Smith, is 28. 

Nothing in baseball spawns hope like 
young arms, and the Braves surely have 
those. Can those arms win? Nobody yet 
knows. The fi\•e starters were2l-49 in the 
bigs lastyear,are57-9l lifetime. Still, 
unless a zillion scouts are flat wrong, the 
Braves' kids are genuine. Why else would 
every other organization covet them so? 

In keeping their kid pitchers, the 
Braves have done righL To trade a Smoltz or 
, P. Smith now would be folly. Five years 

, horn now, one of them could be pulling a 
• Jiteve Bedrosian and winning the Cy 
·Young for som·ebody else. Says Russ Nixon, 
the Braves' manager: "We've gone this far 
·with these guys; we'd like to see what 
happens the rest of the way." Maybe 

-they'll all be great To win big for this team, 
chances are they'll have to be. 

• Can't Match Last Spring', Bleakneo, 
The Braves can't hit much. Maybe 

they'll improve. Maybe Gant will hit 40 
• ·homers and Blauser, bigger and stronger 

than when he came up for his cup of decaf in 
'87, will hit 20. Maybe Tommy Gregg and 
Geronimo Berroa will become what Kai 
Daniels and Tracy Jones were for the 
Reds two yean back, a young and gifted 
Platoon. That's the beauty of youth. With 

-~old guys, you can only hope that they've 
'.something lefl With kids, hoping comes 
' naturally. When you're as bad as the Braves, 
.. better to ruslle up all the kids you can find 

··' and turn 'em loose. Why not? Cou ld kids 
•· 'possibly do worse than Griffey and 

'~Garcia? • 
• Alas, the Braves missed their chance 

over the off-season to import more quality 
youth. Cox couldn't quite bring himself to 
part with Dale Murphy. Cox knew he'd need a 

... -lon to justify tradine the most beloved 
: ! player in l'ranchise history, and he couldn't 

'"quite get his ton. So Murphy remains a 
Brave, likely for life. Even ifhe hits .260this 

·: season - up from lastyear's.226 - his 
market value will never again be so high. 
He's 33, on the penultimate year of his 

. contracL Nobody will give two regulars for 
• such a guy, let alone the three Cox sought 
. The time for the Windfall Murphy deal is 
: gone forever. 
• At the winter meetings, Nixon said he 
wanted to Improve by 20 games. Asked if the 

• ·Braves could manage that without trading, 

: :;:nty~d~;•:~~!.~~+t;~i~a;~t~~:,ake 
major. Somehow, though, the outlook doesn't 

.. seem so dark now as in chtlly December. 
Maybe It's the thought of all those young arms 

~ In 011e rotation. Maybe It's the notion or 
• seeing Gant and Blauser and Gregg for full 

seasons. Maybe lt'1 ~a use It'• spring. 

• Wh~:~ s:::1n:'m1U"be l,t'ithls: No matter 
how bleak their prospects, nolhln, wlll ever 
match last spring (or depth o(bleaknen. 

--· Those Brave,, expected tobe rotten,atarltd 
•• the season(). to. These Braves needed but 

two games to win. How'1 lhat for new and 
l_mproved? 
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Smoltz Beats Astros 3-2 
Boever Saves Win as Braves Come Home 2-1 
□ LilJiquist in Bullpen, Page 5F ninth inning against the HOuston 

Astros then watched as Joe Boever 
closed out a 3-2 win. 

Smoltz for his timely assortment of 
pitches. "They weren't getting a' 
whole lot of swings because they 
couldn't tell what was coming." 

□ The Braves Report, Page 5F 
By Joe Strauss 

SlaffWriter 
"That is what this team need

ed," gushed manager Russ Nixon. 
J'This shows everybody else how it's 
done." 

The win put the Braves, winners 
of two o(three in Houston, over .500 
for the first time since June l, 1987, 
It also produced their first winning 
road trip since May 1987. It wasn't 
until April 19 that the Braves won 
their second game last year. 

HOUSTON - Their bullpen in 
danger of early burnout, the Atlanta 
Braves on Thursday night turned to 
their youngest member, John 
Smoltz, begging for seven service
able innings. 

By laking a game into the ninth 
inning for the first time since his 
major-league debut last July 23, 
Smoltz helped lessen the shock of 
consecutive troubled outings by 
Zane Smith and Pete Smith. After 
amassing 28 hits the previous two 
nights, Houston found itself stifled 
on six against Smoltz. 

Instead, they received an 
inspiration. 

More importantly, it gave Allan-· 
la's overworked set-up men a day oC 
rest,' after the first two marathon 
games of the new season altered a 
rotation before its initial turn. Early 

Showing enough confidence to 
_ throw change-ups in multiples of 

FRANK N1EME1Rf.;111n three and enough power to over-
Braves Pltcher JohnSmoltziscongratulated by teammates whelm a fastball-hitting club, 
after scoring on a wild pitch against lhe Astros. Smoltz carried the Braves into the 

"He totally frustrated them," 
said catcher Jody Davis, credited by BRAVES Continued on SF 

Fernando Valenzuela's 
iron-man image began 
to rust last season. Now the 
ex-Cy Young winner 
is out to prove he 
isn't a washed-up pitcher 
at the age of 28. 

• What: Braves va. Dodqe,a. 
■ When: Tonight, 7:40 at Atlanta-Fulton County 
Stadium. 
■ TV/racBo: Channel 17, 750 AM. 
■ ltartlng p1tchfl11 B11v11' Tom Glavlne v1. 
Dodgers' Ferna'ldo Valenzuela. 
■ lb,-ct«I crowd1 Approximately 28,000 lleketl 
have been IOld. The Braves expect a crowd of 
about 40,000. 
■ FHtlvtti.a: Formar Geo,gla football coach 
Vil'IOI Dooley wlM thlow out the firat pitch. Allo, E
Maabeth Doubleday Froet, 80, the ~ 'IMng rela• 
UW ol Ab~ Doubleday, wlN be recognized. Fir&
woricl WIii lollow tha game. 

Rose: Not a Problem Gambler 
Reds' Manager Shrugs Off 
Lawyers' Gag Order After 
Ex-Houseboy's Drug Arrest 

By Terence Moore 
Sltljf\Vrittr 

CINCINNATI - Cincinnati Reds man• 
ager Pete Rose strayed Thunday from his 
"no comment" posture or recenl weeks and 
admitted his fondneill for gambling. 

But he emphatically denied he has a 
problem. 

"I don't lose as much as people aay I 
do, ind I don't win as much as people say I 
do, either," 11ld Rose ah.er the Loi Ange• 

!es Dodgers rolled to a ~ I victory over the 
Reds at Riverfront Stadium. 

It was one or lhe few times since Rose 
came under investigation by the baseball 
commissioner's office for allegedly betting 
~~~::t~~ f:s~!~ that he has publlcly ad-

Although Rose talked about several as-

~~e 0~~~e t'~:u~~:r~~~f~:~~st~:a11~•~ 
lnlo his gambling hablll by four federal 
agencies, he refuted to say whelher he bet 
on baseball games. 

Under major-league rules, If Rose Is 
found guilty of betting on baseball games, 
he could be banned from the sport ror at 

11oi1 Continued on IF 

By Terence Moore 
S111.ffWrittr T he loudest cheers at Dodger 

Stadium these days no long• 
er are aimed toward the 

portly lefthander from Mexico. Fer• 
nandomania7 It went the way of the 
hula hoop. 

The decline of Fernando Valen
zuela, the former Dodgers ace, be· 
gan during the first three months or 
1988 when his iron-man image be
gan to rusl He said he wasn't wor
ried. He said he wasn't hurting, but 
his rocky performances said 
otherwise. 

Less than 24 hours after his left 
shoulder wouldn't let him reach the 
fifth inning against lhe Houston As· 
tros on July 30, Valenzuela was 
placed on the disabled !Isl As a re
sult, he missed a starling assign
ment for the first time since win-

ning the Rookie of the Year and Cy 
Young awards after joining the 
Dodgers before the start or the 1981 
season. 

A fad had ended. 
"Fernando was the hot item 

back then. In fact, he was just the 
way Orel (Hershiser) was last year," 
said former Dodgers pitcher Don 
Drysdale, a Hall of Farner and a 
broadcaster with the team, "They 
did everything right at the right 
time during their years." 

While Hersh iser was winning 
most of the National League's top 
pitching honors with a late-season 
stretch of perfection, Valenzuela 
could only watch. Having pitched 
only 32 innings - just seven of 
them in the regular season - since 
his Houston start last July, he'll 
make his 1989 debut tonight at 7:40 
In the Atlanta Braves' home opener. 

"I took two months ofT when I 
didn't throw at all, but I've worked 
very hard during the off-season, and 
my arm feels strong now," Valen
zuela said in Cincinnati, where the 
Dodgers opened the season against 
the Reds. "I don't feel any pain. 
That's the mai n thing. E\:el')'lhing 
involved with my shou lder prob
lems ls In the pasL I'm conndent 

VALINZUELA Continued on IF 

Jury Pondering Agents Trial 
Panel to Reconvene Today 
After Deliberating 5 ½ Hours 
Without Reaching a Verdict 

By Chris Mortensen 
StaffWrl/tr 

CHICAGO - The fate of Norby Wallen 
and Lloyd Bloom was passed here Thun
day to a jury that began to ponder five 
weeks or testimony and mounds of evi
dence presented In the fint federal prose
cution of aports agents. 

Wailers and Bloom each could race 

:~m~: rnn~~~:·a~~ 1~J: 1~~re1: :ri1u0.~: 

ness auels If they are convicted on all 
racketeering, conspiracy, mall fraud, wire 
fraud and extortion counll. 

The eight-woman, four-man jury began 
deliberations early Thunday afternoon af• 
ter receiving 90 minutes of instruction on 
the law from U.S. District Judge George M, 
Marovich. 

Bloom. who turned 30 Thursday, wait
ed outllde the courtroom as the jury be1an 
to deliberate. His younger brother, Bran~ 
Joined him from New York. 

"I'm no criminal, I know lha~" utd 
Bloom. "There are real crlmln1l1 ... mur-
derers, dope dealers, rJplsts ... beln1 
tried In this courthouse, and I don't belon1 

TIIIAL Continued on 7' 
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:Trial of Walters, Bloom Goes to Jury 
FromPagelF 

In the same group." 
A grim-faced Walters declined 

comment as he returned to bis hotel 
room. 

The jury deliberated 5~ hours 
before going home without a ver
dfcl It will reconvene this morning. 

Among the testimony and evi
dence the jury will weigh are alle
a:ations that Walters and Bloom 
used the reputation of organized 
crime boss Michael Franzese to ex
tort entertainment and sports cli
ents. Along with Franzese, an unin
dicted CCH:onsplrator who testined 
for the government under Immunity, 
other celebrity witnesses during the 
trial included fonner Notre Dame 
president Father Theodore Hes
bur:gh, Michigan football coach Bo 
Schembechler and singer Dionne 
Warwick. 

One of the Jury's first requests 
after beginning its deliberations 
was to listen again to two tape re
cordings offered Into evidence. 

One 40-minute tape Is from 
March 1985 of Walters making a 
face-to-face sales pitch to former 
Iowa running back Ronnie Harmon. 
The olher tape Is a telephone con
versation in March UIS? among for
mer University of Pittsburgh line
b.acker Tony Woods and Walters, 
Bloom and an unindlcted associate. 
On the tape, Walters and Bloom 
threaten to expose to the NCAA 
their dealings wllh Woods and his 
younger brother, Darryl, another 
Pitt player. . 

Prosecutors asked the Jury in 
closing argument5 to listen to the 
tapes. 

Walters and Bloom were Indict
ed Aug. 24, 1988, by a federal grand 
jury in Chicago. The FBI and the 
U.S. Attorney's office In Chicago be· 

fi~~~~;e::t:t~:1:: air::~ :d:; 
rival agent Kathy Clements was 
beaten on March 12, 1987, in Skokie, 
Ill. 

The Clement5 case is unsolved 
but ongoing, U.S. Attorney Anton 
Valukas said. The FBI began look
ing at Walters and Bloom after dis
covering on Clements's desk a copy 
ot a March 12, 198'1, article In the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, which 
reported that the agents had been 
dealing with numerous college foot
ball and basketball players in viola
tion or NCAA rules and allegedly 
had made threats against some 
athletes. 

A successl\ll prosecution on the 
fraud counts could lead to action 
against other agents and college 
boosters who interfere with ath
letes' "contractual" agreements 
with universities, a Justice Depart
ment source said. The government 
argued In its case that Walters and 
Bloom committed fraud by allowing 
players to sign scholarship docu-
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ments after the athletes broke 
NCAA rules and should have been. 
ineligible. 

The government may have got
ten a boost from Marovich in his in
structions to the jury relating to the 
maiJ.f'taud charge. 

"I instruct you that the term 
'property' includes tuition, room, 
board, fees, financial assistance and 
the right to control the allocation or 
athletic scholarships," the judge 
told the Jury. 

Walters and Bloom are charged 
with engaging in a scheme to de
fraud six colleges: Iowa, Michigan, 
Michigan State, Purdue, Notre 
Dame and Temple. 

The government contends that 
the two agents, together with nine 
football players from those universi
ties, concealed their contractual 
agreements in order for the players 
to stay eligible and receive their 
scholanhip benefits. 

Subsequently, the schools 
mailed raise certifications to the 
NCAA and/or the Bia: Ten Confer
ence - constituting mall fraud by. 
Walters and Bloom, according to 
the government's case. 

Defense attorneys argued that 
some of the colleges covered up 
their own NCAA rules violations to 
keep the players eligible. 

The mall-fraud charges are crit
ical to the overall case. If the jury 
finds Wallen and Bloom not guilty 
on all mail-fraud counts, the court 
has said it does not have Jurisdic
tion for the other charges. 

Apart from the Chicago trial, 
the Associated Press reported Fri
day that Bloom has three felony 
counts for bad checks awaiting him 
in Calirornia, where police say he 
operated a "credit restoration busi
ness." A trial date was set for late 
March, but was continued until the 
Chicago proceedings conclude. 
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