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Colleges ask: 
'What elephant?' 
I WAS IN Ames the other day, 

looking for a shortcut to Sioux 
City, when I ran into a young 

friend. 
"Clem," l greeted him. "Gruttosee 

you. How have you bttn?" 
"Good, 0 . T., really good. I just got 

my degree from the I. S. and U." 
"Iowa State University?" 
"Theverysame." 
"That's terrific Clem; congratula­

tions. What was your major?" 
"Remedial reading." 
"Oh, you learned how to teach reme­

dial reading?" 
"No, I leamedhowtodoit." 
"Wait! Do you mean to tell me that 

when you entered Iowa State Universi­
ty, you didn't know how to read?" 

"You don't have to be insulting; of 
course I knew how to read. Fourth­
grade level. I could 've got up to fifth 

OVER THE COFFEE 
grade but I got injured the night before 
the exam." 

"Poked in the eye?" 
''No, sprained my index finger.'' 
"How in the world did you gel into a 

school like that reading at a fourth• 
grade level?" 

"I got a Rhodes scholarship." 
"A Rhodes scholarship?" 
"They named it ah er that Lafester 

Rhodes basketball fella of a couple of 
years back, the one Time magazine 
wrote about the otherwttk. The one 
who read at a sixth-grade level and 
!~at was after he almost graduated. I 
figured ifhe could go to college, I 
could." 

"Yeah, but he was a good basketball 
player." 

"So what? As my lawyer explained 
101he low:-i State admissions office, it 
is a violation of the anti-Oiscriminarion 
laws to let fellas like Rhodes into 
school and keep DBUPs like me out." 

"What's a DBUP?" 
"A Dumb But Uncoordinated Per• 

son. Not all dumb people can run fast 
or jump high, you know. wtiyshou/d 
we be the only people not allowed to go 
to college? My lawyer said hewouldn'I 
be surprised but that I could sue Iowa 
State forS 1.5 million in future lost 
wages if they didn't let me in. So they 
let me in. Gave me a full scholarship 
too.just like Lafester." 

"You hired a lawyer 10 get inrocol• 
lege?" 

"Sure. I may be dumb, but I'm not 
stupid." 

"What are you going to do now?" 
" I thought maybe I'd go to graduate 

school at the University of Iowa. J 
heard they ha\·e a real strong master's 
program in slow pitch softball." 

"Do you think you can get accepted 
at the University of Iowa?" 

"Well. that's a question. We all know 
what high standards they have over 
there: higher than the Big Ten's, 
higher than the NCM's, higher than 
God's. Their president said so. S1ill , I 
1hinkl can do it." 

" How?" 
"My lawyer says that they have 

something called a Harmon Fellow• 
ship that's made for people like me." 

"DBUPs?" 
"You said it. You see, O. T., every­

body in this great counlry of ours has a 
right to a college education, regardless 
of race, creed, national origin orinlelli• 
gence and I'm going to get mine.'' 

''Clem, did you ever think of going to 
law school?" 

"Oh no. You have lo read at an 
. eighth-grade level to ge1 into law 

school. I know my limitations. It's been 
• good talking to you 0. T. but I ha11e to 

be going. I'm onJnywayto the library 
, 1opracticeread.ing." 
• "What'syourfavoritebooksofar?" 

"The one I'm reading now: 'Dick and 
Jane Have a Baby.'l likealittleplotto 
my books and this one is a doozy. I can 
hardly wait to see how it tumsout." 
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ByGEORGF.MIU.S 
That O.s Mo;.,., R•~"" 
headline May 26, 1929, hit 
the state of Iowa like a thun­
derbolt. Big Ten faculty rep­
resentatives mttting in Chi, 
cago voted lhe drastic action 
"for the violation of rules 
prohibiting subsidizing of 
athletes." Another basis for 
the ouster was a belief that 
the Iowa faculty was losing 

control of university athle1ics. That conclusion 
was based on a recent substantial increase in 
the power of alumni in operation oft he athletic 
program and the forced resignation of Athletic 
Di~or Paul E. Belting. 

TheoustertookeffectJan. I, 1930. 
The act ion meant the severing of athletic re• 

lalions with all other Big Ten schools and the 
cancellation of scheduled games in all spons. 

Actually. Jr,wa was out or the conference 
only one month . The university capitulated to 
conference demands and was reinstated. But 
the suspension had a devastating effect on 
Iowa athletics 1hat was felt for some time. 

The immediate casualties included 14 ath• 
letes who wert declared ineligible, including 
1930 captain Mike Farroh, sensational half• 
back Oran "Nanny" Pa!)I! and four regulars on 
Coach Rollie Williams' basketball 1eam, who 
were lost in mid-season. Football coach Bun 
Ingwersen was left wi{h only three letter 
winners fo r his 1930 team and with but one 
conference opponent, Purdue. 

Other Oare-up 
followed in '50s 

Another less spectacular flare-up look place 
in 1958 over 1he fact that some big.name foot• 
ball players often skipped classes in which 
they were enrolled. They escaped failing 
grades of "F" by canceling their registrations 
as soon as football season ended. 

Such happenings of the past are being re­
called now that Iowa in effect has been on !rial 
in federal coun in Chicago. Two spons agents, 
Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom, are being 
1ried on charges of exconion and fraud and 
racketeering. They are acrused of getting foot• 
ball stars to sign pro•football contracts in re­
turn for cash while still competing at the col• 
lege level. Fonner Iowa back Ronnie Harmon 
received $54.000 while still on the Iowa team 
and former back De110n Mitchell said he was 
paid$3,400. 

Both also succeeded in staying eligible at 
Iowa by taking patsy courses with little rela• 
tionship lo academics. 

In the 1929blowup, Iowa wasn't the only Big 
Ten institution under scrutiny for athletic prac­
tices. One official said other conference mem• 
bers "have violated conference rules and regu­
lations, but such evidence seems conclusive 
against Iowa ." Other schools named were 
Wisconsin, Nonhwestern. Indiana and Ohio. 
Another repon said Chicago was the only 
school completely clean. (Chicago dropped out 
ofthe Big Ten in 1946.) 

Angry Iowans 
protest ouster 
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of the Big Ten schools clan! face 1he issue of ~ ~ --.. 
amateur and professional squarely and mark a discharge meant surrender 10 the power of evil 
broad line between them that .,,,;11 be religious- in athletics. 
lyobserved." A statement issued by three major 

Shocking story ~~:!~i:~e~:ta::ti~~~~\!=~it~; Belting but alumni pressure apparently sue-
of slush fund "for the condition that has resulted in the reeded in getting Jessup 10 name track coach 

The second-day Register headline in the acti~~ake~ b~_conference f!iculty ~mmitf George Bresnahan fo a new position of direc. 
1929 shocker said:" 'SLUSH f1JNO' IN S.U.1. ~:- Uni!,0~i~ 0i;-eth~~;:,~ie~~; ~=~f tor of Intercollegiate athletics. Commissioner 
OUSTER." By 1989 s1andards, the fund Michigan and George Huff of Illinois . Gijffith took a dim vil!w of that appointment. 
doesn't seem to have been very slushy. The But there were indications that Bi!lting had 'He said "a small group of alumni" was re• 
total distributed to athletes 1hrough Iowa City had a hand in an athletic-fund creation. poned as "having ~sted" )hey were going to 
businessmen seems 10 have been in the vicini- Furious alumni accused Belting of treach• .get Bi:esnaha,n lhat JOb;, With t~e resul! tha,! 
tyofS I0,000, which would be $100,000 in pur• ery. Editor w. Earl Hall of the Mason City ' ~me m the B1g!~,n felt sovereignty ~1~ 
chasing power now. Globe-Gazette was one of three alumni ap- in tho!; alumni rather than the uruvers1ty 

What figur,s did come oul didn't indicate pointed to the university athletic board prior to heads. . 
very high athletic com!)l!nsa1ion for the most the ouster action. In an editorial di5CUssing rhe AnO!her charge that came to the surface said 

~~a~:;; :~r:s 1~h~;t~~~~e~f:t:~u,r ~~leus~~o~u:ed~;~ ~h~1s!~~~a~~~e~r:;~t!~~dMt ~~.~:~~fi~ ~~:i::~.::: e~:b~;r; o~:: 
nanced through Iowa City businessmen. The Belting, the former director, who squealed letes, "that this matter was taken out of the 
a1hletes were said to have been paid wheiher when he lost his job because of the many SN· ha?-ds of the regi.s.trar by the president of !he 
they worked or not. pid things he did. Wilhout the knowledge of un1yers1ty 10 permit gnater freedo."! ol ~nify. 

Mayed McClain, a big Indian fullback, re• consen1 of anybody, he divened funds from his ing' athletes for conference compettnon. 
ceived $60 a momh for a "real-estate census" depanmem and established the loan fund in an / Iowa conceded this was true and said that 
of Iowa City. Thal job was regarded as a joke. Iowa City bank. " function was taken over by the athletic board 

Pape, who was married, also got $60 a There is no question, however, but that the "during !he directorship of Howard H. Jones 
month. Where he pro,'ed to be an embarrass• alumni did sucettd in down-grading the office BIG TEN 
ment to Iowa was in having played pro football of Iowa athletic director. 

~~~~~ep!r;i~~hi;:fe~~:~i~ :~o~!~~! Edward H. Lauer was appointed to succeed 
1929 season. Iowa conducted an investigation 
and cleared the player. Pape proceeded lo de• 
feat Minnesota with a long run late in the 1929 
game, as he also had done in the 1928game. 

Iowa afterward conceded on Pape's "own 
admission" thal he had played pro ball. Two 
other players, identified only as Fuhrman and 
Kelsh, also had played professionally and were 
declared ineligible. The university, however, 
tried to gel Fuhrman reinstated because he had 
played under his own name and had not tried 
10 hide his identity under an alias. It isn't 
known whether the Fuhrman effon was suc­
cessful but probably nOI. Pape had played as a 
pro under an assumed name. 

Pape, incidentally, lost his life a few years 
later while serving as an Iowa highway patrol• 
man. He was shot by a bandit. Though fatally 
wounded, courageous Pape shot and killed 
the bandit. He was the first state patrolman 
1odieinthe line of duty. 

The largest reponed Iowa compensation 
for players apparently went to one Tom Slid• 
ham. Big Ten Commissioner John Griffith 
said an alumnus provided Stidham with 
transpona!rnn to Iowa City where he was 
met by a Mr. Goltman of the Iowa Supply 
Co. The player was taken to a fraternity 
house where a group of men offered him 
$75 a month. Bui he said he expected$100 
a month, so it is reponed he was paidSIOO 
a month in "checks signed by (a) Mr. 
Williams." Griffith also said Williams re­
ponedly took care of Stidham's uni~ersi• 
tytuition and fees at the business office. 

It seems piddling now but publicity 
was gi11en to the fact that a number of 
players had signed notes for their tu· 
ition payments, the average note being 
S45. Under the tougher conference 

Please tu rn to Poge JC 

Anger welled up all over Iowa over the uni- rules in effect then, a player wasn't 
versity ouster. W. C. Stutslager of Lisbon, supposed to even gel his tuition paid. 
member of the state Board of Education, said: Iowa made the point that non-athletes •-- ~ 
"It is absolulely incredible. I feel that such also were permlned to sign no1es for ifji,,"-· . h) 
~~:diss~;~~~:~ :;~~:~Atf~"o~:mr!~~ i~~ :i~~~:i1:~:ri~t:~~:sn~v~;:~repaid. Grading at etes 
~;:i::e:r~~~~~g~:e0:t~~-:i~~t~~~m!:! Embattled figure J:~~=:~~: 
widely blamed for the Big Ten action. Belting during scandal o·eo~nor endu~ an unpleasant experi-

~!t:~~:;~~s hd~: t::irt~~i~:.bricks 11 An embattled figure in the controversy was e~~n ~he artitic depl.rt1n4:ntt ~:: 

In an editorial headed "Cllling the Kenle Be:~~~:st~~~:e~=:~:to~alter Jes• ~ hin/ci:!~~=a 1~:ile~lay-
_Black," The Register said: "That fact is, none • ~ Bel • h d er who almost ~r came to class The 

George Mills Is an Iowa historian and for• :t!:\~d~:n : h7;\f tunds ~~ubsi~1~ a:h. guy .was~'t doing very well in his «1ttr 
merReglsterpolilicalwriter, letes. Belling issued a statement saying his studies,erther • 

A football coach turned the hut on 
Buckytogille the player an "A"to help off• 
set poor grades !lsewhere. 

O'Connor gagged at that request but fi. 
nally reluctantlypve lhe plll}'lr. "C," He 
didn't deserve ewn that but the football 
ltaffwasn'lgrateful. 

Bucky was an unpopular pc!non in Iowa 
CitycirclH Corawhile. -Geo,f9Mill.s 

~o said writing a column was easy? 
''I wish You all the luck Clem.'' 
"Thanks 0. T. butldon'tneedluck. By LINDA ELLERBEE 

I'm a collegegradua!e." II ~~x t!oen:~sy:;yb~~!;,~~~ ~o~~l~;~c!:~ea~~h!o":::':~b~:!;';~'r: wi~;;d~~::~~\daov:':;, facts count. n!~~~,h~~~lr wilh potty metaphon. 
University officials have, in general, think of what I didn't know overnight) and became a shepherd, instead. Opinion doesn't But you get my drift. In fact, it would be a 

adopted "The Jimmy Durante De- about column-writing six That's who asked. After a while I began to And objectivity, though impossible, is desir• perfect job, ifit weren'I forthe hard pan. 

:~:e;~/:t.1~r~:~~i~~a~:;t :;n::,s s!~~lr~:I$ j1~lisC:7 ~;~~~q~~~:::,1 ~~:~~~;~r:lil~ :f:~ ~'i;.?!t:~;~sth~~ 't:;~~t;!~ reporters NOi lhe writing part. 

::r;t~ ~~:1=tde· ~::~~t~~~7he~~w what I :~:~ ~~ir~~l~;~:a~~.~~~e;:a~ti~et:::: This is good for journalism but bad for jour• w:~1~e ~~=td::nP;:; !'r~o:~~~ 
. The defense is named after a scene For example, in the begin- vision, can you afford the pay-cul?" naliSls. umn. a week comes around l!'llerythree days. 

:::~n~~!~~e':~ :t!~~s;~ile :~tlt::~:ru~~~::~~ Can you guess which half was from lV and y~oia~ ~t:; t~~tr:•(;:~~!~'.~ :t: ~:: l~:~:::!::;:nknow who YoU 
leading an elephant on a rope. A guard ral act. It didn't occur 10 me there were people w~!~;~'::a~~h:e::•~;e in print or case thi!Y a~ known as editors; it's I technical are)-who-decide-once•in-a•while•that-the-

f:~;~:a~~f:h:~;.~ areyougo- ;h~;~~~~~~~~~r;~~~~~~.t:1:,~:o~ ~::;~e~~n:!:Jn~:a':ti~ythlngwere AND SO IT GOES :i~rmn~~].~~;~:~f::';.•~.hs.of-yollf• 

58~~.~=:h~:~.l.e-take and ;'!~~i~is~~~i:e7'-'J1!l.ust th at. "Why a~ They knew what I was up to and that ii has All lhosrepartsare lhe easy part. 

~:f;!ifif=;;.:.;~ f:E~l:E~~~~fi~~~;;:;:, ':;~ ~~~~~~=~:;~:;~~;;rt :~J:".r." ao't do '"yth;og '"'• you g~ ::2$::~~~~~~~, ... ~.!; 
~ ~m°=~~ea=~C:..~e': Or, if you want to get specific. 12 lV critics. anl~ ~~:: :::::.per can tell you). ~:~~~~,:1~~1 ::~n~ you and keeps on :::: ~I isis~:rt:an =:·have lamed 

their schools were caught cheating, ~:=:::.~;h/:a~~ :=~~~': : : I'm doit1g this for my htalth. building and you know what's going to happen from my first six months of column-writina:, 

• ~';:.~r::~::::simply does adou- :~:t~~~~ ixi~~:o~s~h:e ~::~I~: Jd~o s:~• t:eh~;~~~7 f:~':'~~~~ :: ~e:ha~\t:~~~~~:t:.;~w u t~:~c:f~t:~ion person. 
"What elephant?" two political canoonistsand Lloyd Dobyns, my they don 't come when you call, they hide in Now I get to vent my splttn before my 
None of I his would be happening if dearest friend in all the world, who used to be crowds, won'I take orders, can't betruste<I and spleen explodes. I know, spleen-venting hu Undl Ellerbee writes a S)'lldkaled column 

_:=L;:::th=eBoo=nl=o=IR=eg=•=•U='"'="=ali="'=· ===:......:_••...-1V_(be_1°"_m_os1_0_1_,ou_we_"_bo_m_J_ao-,d~h•_d_do_,•_1•_•Y_P"_1_.Wh_o1_•, .. _.,._._,oo_m_"'_Y_of_lhe_m_"°'_h_rng_1_o_do_w,_·,h_ro_,_sti_po_1"'r"· _____ ""_b•-•-~ms_1_on_co_-....,. ... _ ... _. ___ _ 
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