
***SUNDAY, MARCH 261 1989 libt Atlanta Jnumal AND CONS1TIUl10N • ·, , !l 

Bloom Feels Heat From Athletes' Testimony in Agents' Trial c 
11~ ..!.:~DJtn • PaulPalmertestifiedthathewas-'shocked' toleamthat . $160,000. Palmer soon gave Bloom •• 

- an addilional $20,000, but did not 
CHICAGO - Ir the proseeullon $125,000 he gave to Bloom for investment was spent quickly learn until semal monl\s late, 

:~~~~~r: :!i~t ~~ngil~y~ on personal ttems. whai:i::re~!! w:rd t~~emfun3.that 
Bloom, the sports agent who heard ------------------ he soon asked Bloom for money to 
allegations or threats and misman- buy a ','modest" car ror Palmer's 
agement orclienta' funds. comedian Eddie Murphy, Walters Assistant U.S. Attornery Howard older brother and sister. Bloom sug• 

The trial or Bloom and associate took Woods to the party. Pearl showed Bloom put no money gested he buy a "Yugo or a Hyun-
Norby Walters enters its fourth full Any lessening of damage during into the investment; In fact, Bloom dai," testified Palmer, who had no 
week here in U.S. District Court to cross-examination last week was ne- had nled tor personal bankruptcy idea the agent was driving a Rolls 
determine whether the two men gated by Palmer's testimony. After two months earlier, citing $200,000 Royce with his money. 
were guilty or racketeering, mall Palmer signed his first-round con- in bad debts. Though Walters and Bloom by 
rraud, wire fra ud and extortion tract with the Kansas City Chiefs in The first clienl whose credit then had suspended their business 
while dealing primarily with more July 1987, he gave $125,000 to Bloom Bloom revitalized was his own. association, the charge of defraud­
than 50 college athletes from 1985- believin, that the agent also was Bloom's first purchase was ing Palmer Is covered by the racke-
87. putting an equal amount into an $8'l,OOO down on' a Rolls Royce Cor- leering indictment, meaning Wal-

The government Is expected to "credit repair" company. niche, which has a va lue or terg could be held accountable. • 
shorten its case by a I'll.II week by 
possibly concluding Monday. Wal-~----------------~----~------------------------
ters and Bloom then will begin their 
defense, and it is expected to be 
swift. , 

The past week's highllghb: 
■ Fonner Texas players Everett 

Gay and Edwi n Simmons told of 
threats Bloom allegedly aimed at 
Gay. Simmons testified that Bloom 
told him, "Jr he (Gay) leaves, then 
we'll ,make a phone call to some 
people In Las Vegas who will come 
down and ·make sure Everett Gay 
doesn't play football again." 

■ Former Pitt star Tony Woods 
provided a 30-minute taped tele­
phone ·conversation be had with 
Walters and Bloom in spring 1987 
after his senior season. Woods testi­
fied that Walters and Bloom threat­
ened to expose his early dealings 
and threatened the eligibility or his 
younger brother Darryl, who still 
had two years left as a PiU football 
player. 

■ Michigan roolball coach Bo 
Schembeehler testified of telling 
former star defensive back Garland 
, Rivers he was a "disgrace" for play­
ing his senior season while under 
i contnct to the agents. • 

■ Kansas City Chiefs running 
back Paul Palmer testified that he 
was "shocked" to learn that 

\ $125,000 he gave to Bloom ror in­
vestment was spent quickly on per­
sonal items ranging from an $82,000 
down payment on a Rolls Royce to 
karate lessons. 

Walters was relatively un­
scathed in testimony this week. In 
fact. the majority or athletes who 
have testined in the trial have ad­
:~:i~hey "liked" and ''resJ)e(ted" 

Woods is among'those who said 
he "liked" Walters. Woods was 
more angry that the agents were 

t~~:n:: a~ce8J~58a :~::e0u~:~ 
in violation oC NCAA· rules. 

On thp tape, Bloom told Woods, 
"Norby says I have to do what I 
have to do now ... because your 
brother got a plane ticket , .. he 
(Walters) wants to give that to the 
NCAA so your brother can't play 
football for the riext (two) years." 

Walters later comes to the 
phone and an excerpt the govern­
ment included In the indictment 
last summer can be heard. 

"This is my life on the line, not 
it's your life on the line," Walters 
told Woods on the tape. "To me, I 
say you have to examine it because 
it is your life, your reputation, your 
business, your ramily, your brother, 
your school. Everything is going to 
be tainted and tainted bad.H 

But Wooch admitted under 
cross-examination by one or Wal­
ters's attorneys, Ethan Levin-Ep­
stein, that when the tape was made 
he had all'eady been served a sum­
mons notifying the player Walters 
was nling a breach-of-contract 
lawsuit 

Thus, the que.stlon was asked: 
Was Walters merely Informing 
Woods or the consequences of pub­
lic court action? 

'waiters appeared to be a man 
who could not understand why one 

. of his potential first-round dral't 
picks would walk away after an en­
riching rel1tionship. 

Testimony from Woods revealed 
that Walters not only lent the player 
some $10,000, he also provided 
$6,000 In loans to Woods's parents, 

~~ .. ~:ito~~":n!~a~~r:.1nd 

In the tape, Walte11 tells Wood11 

"The point of It Is, man, is why 
should I be penalized! rm a guy 
who did the right thing every step 
or the way .. . took. care or you .. . 
whatever your family needed .. . 
never made • wron, move . . . was 
never disrespectful In any fashion 
. .. never once did I act like a cutie, 
pie, a big shot, 1 wise guy, or any­
thin, out or order ever . .. always 
love and 1Hend1hlp, right?" 

Woods replied, "Yeah ... n1hL" 
Wood, leltlfled that he dropped . 

the agent because of rumo11 circu­
lating that W1lte11 was connected to 
the M1n1 Ind drup. Thou,h prose­
cuto11 have hive attempted to llnk 
Walters to an orpnlzed crime f'lm­
lly on • "bu1ine11 and pel"IOnal" re­
lation.ship, nothln& has ever come 
rorw1rd on dntJ involvemenL ' 

There ,re momeiits on the tape 1 

when Walters makes Wood1 l1ueti. 
There also 11 1 rererence to pop 

t~8~~l~k m':eU:• :ih:'~:;of:~ 

Finally, taking care of your car is no big deal! 
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