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NFL Imposes 30-Day Minimum Suspension for Positive Steroid Test 
,,..........,,_ 

PALII DESERT. cam. - Any NFL 
player who tests p01itive for steroids will 
be suspended for at least 30 days, commis
sioner Pete Rozelle announced Tuesday. 

Last year, the NFL began testing for 
steroids but delayed suspending players 
who tested positive until this year. A spe
cinc length of suspension had not been 
spedfled unUI Tuesday. 

At the same time, Roielle gave notice 
to an current and potential NFL players 
to allow them to get olT the drugs, for 
which th~y will be tested over a seven-to-

JO day period during training camp. 
~1 think this gives us the most strin• 

gent drug program in any sport," he said. 
Under the steroid policy, a player who 

tests positive the first time Will be sus
pended for 30 days, or until his tests come 
up negative, whichever is longer. The 
names of those testing positive will be 
made public the Wednesday before the n. 
nal exhibition game, meaning they will 
miss that game and three during the regu
lar season. 

The player would then become subject 
to weekly testing and would be banned for 
the season it they test positive a second 

Three More Players Cite 
. Threats by Bloom, Walters 

ByCbrls!lortonsen 
St,ffW,U,, 

CHICAGO - Prosecutors continued 
their attempts to link Norby Walters and 
Lloyd Bloom to organized crime when three 
more rootball players testified Tuesday of 
threat.I they received l'rom the two former 
sports aa:ents. 

The most serious alleged threat was di· 
. reeled toward Dallas Cowboys wide receiv
er Everett Gay during his senior season at 
Texas In 1986. 

"He [Bloom] told me that they had a sit
uation with [Cincinnati Bengals receiver] 
Tim McGee when they bad to send Jome 
people to the parents' house to collect some 
money owed to them," Gay testified'. "He 
said, 'That's why we have friends in Califor
nia, to mate sure we don't get messed 
over.' " 

U.S. Attorney Ant.on Valukas then asked 
Gay if he was aware of ''Who those friends 
were." 

"No, not then," said Gay. 
Walters and Bloom are standing trial in 

a U.S. District Court on charges or racke
teerin&. mall fraud, wire &aud and extor
tion for their involvement with college 
athleta. 

Former New York Colombo crime fam
ily captain Michael Fnnzese testified last 
week that he was a silent partner of Wal
ters and Bloom. Franzese moved to Los An• 
geles in late 11184 and testified that he gave 
Walten permission to use his reputati'on as 
a crime n,ure to "settle disputes." 

However, Gay said he wu never threat
ened penonally by Walters, and he admit
ted on the witness stand, "I like Norby .... I 
like him a lol ... I'm very impressed with 
Mr. Walter1." 

Allo testi&ina about threats were Gay's 
former collece roommate, !:dwin Simmons, 
and former PUtlburlh All-America line
backer Tony Woods of the Seattle 

Seahawks. 
Simmons first allegedly took over the 

telephone the threat O-Om Bloom on Nov. 
13, 1986 that was directed at Gay, who was 
considering dropping the agents. 

"He [Bloom] said, 'No one does Norby • 
like thal If he (Gay] leaves, then we'll make 
a phone call to some people in Las Vegas 
who will come down and make sure Everett 
Gay doesn't play football again,'~ Simmons 
testined. 

Simmons added that he and Gay joked 
about the threat because "we didn't take 
Mr. Bloom seriously as far as him harming 
somebody." 

Later, however, Simmons testified, 'lbut 
I did perceive It as a threat bec.ause of 
[people Bloom might bring inf' 

Gay said, "Edwin told me I shouldn't be 
going up for any passes, beeause I might 
not come down .... or come down with br& 
ken legs." ' 

Under cross examination, Gay also ad
mitted that he did not immediately report 
the threat to anybody, not even when ini
tially interviewed by the FBI some six 
months later. 

Woods, the first witness Tuesday, testi• 
fied that Bloom and Walters threatened to 
expose his improper dealings with the 
agents to the NCAA and Pitl 

The jury then listened to a 3().minute , 
tape-recorded telephone conversation in
volving Woods, Bloom, Walters and Terry 
Bolar, who was hired by Walters to retain 
disenchanted clients. 

One recorded threat involved exposing 
the fact that Walters and Bloom had provid• . 
ed Darryl Woods, Tony's younger brother 
and then a sophomore player at Pitt, with a 
plane ticket to so home to New Jersey. 

uNorby says I have to do what I have to 
do now because he got the plane ticket," 
Bloom told Woods on the tape. "He wants 
to give that [lntormation] to the_ NCAA so 

time. during the last two ~Hons showed posi- procram. that it will aerve u sufficient 
notice "in 95 percent ot the cases" for 
players to get steroids out of their syst.eni. 

Moreover, any player taking diuretics tive for steroid use. 
or other "masking agents" for steroids Earlier Tuesday, the NFL owners ap
will need a note from a doctor stating the proved a series or rules changes, includ• 
reason for such use. Without that note, a ing one that allows a referee to impose 
positive test for a masking agent will be penalties for crowd noise - eliminating 
considered a positive test for steroids. what some coaches think of as ''the Dome-

Under the league's policy concerning field advantage." 
such d~ as cocaine and other illegal The new steroid policy was the high-
substances, a player im't suspended until light of the day. 
a second positive tesl Last year, 25 play- Rozelle released a letter that will be 
ers were suspended - 24 for fo,ur weeks, sent to all NFL players and prospeclive 
Tony Collins otlndianapolis for a year u rookies outlining the policy. He said he 
a third-lime offender. About 8 percent of had been infonned by Dr. David Black of 
the players who were tested for drugs . Vanderbilt University, who will run the 

Rozelle said that Gene Upshaw, exec
utive director of the NFL Players Union, 
had agreed ''that something had to be 
done." Rozelle didn't say whether Upshaw 
went along with the disciplinary action, 
but said the union head had a copy of the 
letter, which will be mailed to players 
within two weeks. 

"" SPortS agent Lloyd Bloom, along with 
former associate Norby Walten, faces 
charges of racketeering, mall fraud, 
wire fraud and extortion. 

your brother can't play football for the next 
three years." 

On the tape, Walters later. came to the 
phone and told Woods that a lawsuit he 
filed would be terrible for bis reputation. 
There was considerable dispute between 
defense attorneys and prosecutors on 
whether the tape recording was made be
fore or aner Waltera med· a $500,000 
breach-of<0ntract suit against Woods. 

"This Is my life on the. line; now it's 
your life on the line," Walters said on the 
tape. ''To me, I say you have to examine it 
because it Is your lire, your reputation, 
your business, your family, your brother. 
Everything is gonna be tainted and tainted 
bad." 

Woods testified that he dropped Wal• 
ters and Bloom because of rumors that 
linked the agents to ''the Mana and cocaine 
selling." No evidence has ever come for
ward •that Walters and Bloom have been in• 
volved with drugs. 

Gay, Simmons and Woods each testified 
that they signed with Walters and Bloom In 
early 1986, several months prior to their 
senior seasons. • 

Dick Berthelsen, the union's chier 
counsel, said if Rozelle thinks the NFLPA 
agrees to the plan, "he is misreading the 
si tuation!' 

Zane Smith Gets Call 
To Pitch Opening Day 
o The ExhibiUon Report, Page 5D 

ByJoeStnuss 
SwffW,t,n, 

CLEARWATER, Fla. - Convinced by 
another in a line of impressive spring per• 
formances, Atlanta Braves manager Russ 
Nixon decided Tuesday that 1.ane Smith 
will be the club's opening-day starter 
April 4 in Houston. 

Nixon strongly hinted that Smith will 
be followed in the rotation by Peter 
Smith, John Smoltz, Tom Glavine and the 
undetennlned fifth starter. Glavine's first 
start would be in the April 7 home opener 
against the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

The auignment marks Smith's first 
opening-day start. It also represents a 
milestone for the lefthander, who under
went arthroscopic surgery on his left el• 
bow last Sept, I and was considered a 
question mark upon entering camp an.er a 
5-10 season in 1988. 

''The way he's pitched, he has to be 
given a shot at it," said Nixon following 
Tuesday's 7-2 loss to Philadelphia in 
which Smith allowed two runs, both un
earned, in six innings. "In all fairness, he 
should be the guy who starts the first 
game for you. He feels good about himself 
and the way he's pitchif14. There's no rea• 
son not to." 

Smith lowered his exhibition ERA to 
1.35 and would have escaped unscored 
upon Tuesday if not for a pair bf errors 
with two outs in the sixth inning. In five 
starts worth 20 inning, this spring, Smith 
bas 12 strikeouts while allowing only 24 
basenmners. 

Smith expressed ·mue emotion over 
Nixon's decision. 

''To tell you the truth," said Smith, "I 
really donl have that many feelings about 

'To tell the truth, 
I really don~ 
have thai many 
feelings about 
opening day. I· 
guess some- • 

body's got to 
dolt.' 

-Zaneimllll 

r~ning day. I guess somebody's got ~ do 

Smith was considered the likely open• 
ing-day starter last year following a 15-10 
record In 1987. However, bone chips in his 
elbow made every outing a struggle Jut 
spring, Persistent pain flattened his 
curveball and he went on the disabled list 
Aug.25. 

"Starting opening day is nice, but I'd 
rather make sure I get 35 .starts this sea• 
son," said Smith, who never won two con• 
secutive starts as last year's No. 2 man in 
the rotation. 

"I just wanted to show everybody that 
I'm healthy." 

Nixon had hoped to give the first start 
to Pete Smith, allowing for alternating 
right-handed and Jen-handed pitchers. 
1.ane Smith, a lefty, would have been the 
No. 4 pitcher under such a scheme. But a 
combination of Pete Smith's spring diffl· 
culties and Nixon's desire to have a left.• 
hander begin the series against Los Ange
les prompted him to schedule Pete ·smith 
and Smoltz, both righthanden, on consec-
11tive days. 
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