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i'\Valters Could Sell Agent Business, Tape Shows 
By Chris Mortensen r StaffWrittr 

,ahd c.8:m~u; ~~ =~i~ :}!:: 
: s))qrts agent Norby Walters attempting to 

::ih:sa::~ce:a~!~"g!~e 1~:!rf:°~~ 
ooatrated Walters's salesmanship. 
, Harmon, now with the Buffalo Bills, 

kieied off' the federal racketeering trial of 
Walters and Lloyd Bloom by providing a 
,taped sales pitch recorded March 8, 1985, 
the day Harmon accepted $2,500 in cash 
and signed a contract with the two in viola­
tiiffi of NCAA rules. 

Walters told Harmon and his father, 
larger 
. .. the 

··~it:~l'Y player who has testified has told 
o i,Walters's sales patter in which he de­
·C: res hlmself "the agent of the stars," cit­
'lng numerous entertainers he has repre-. 
~sented as a booking agent for 20 years. 
~.~EWalters now is out of the agent busi­
ness. He and Bloom are being tried on 
Cll'i'rges of racketeering, mail f'raud, wire 
t'raud and extortion stemming primarily 
,f'rom their dealings with more than 50 ath­
l~ lh>m 11185-87. 

~
Harmon, the first witness, testified he 

, a microcassette tape recorder that he 
• k out of a bag and placed on my leg" as 
:Wal,ters made the pitch in the agent's Man-
1rattan office. 

!~rl)uring the tape, Hannon speaks just 
lW,IGf and his father oet:asionally, if only to 
Slll!t yeah" or "mmm hmm," according to a 
·traascriptofthe tape. 
1 .,yiWalters and Bloom, who also was pre-

~:tWa~~b~:: ~~rm~~1~: ~!t":~!il 
almost $50,000 in money and benefits he 
-received from Walters. 

_r:i!'I didn't set him up," Harmon testified. 
~· Tbele.,.aoerptsolatranaotiptota ------

Im 
I 

=--== ~= I ~tapewaaplepdln...,_oourt 

·: WAL'Tllla: wen, ya knOw I've become 
lhe No. 1 one agenl in America regarding 
l'IQlcal entertairwnent. As you can see by 
~ anCI platinum (records) and some of the 
~. I mean I represent . , . the cream of 
~. There's nobody larger than I am, 

'!ti~· 
0HAIIIION'I FATHER: Yeah. 

- •WiWALn,iia: You ask anybody who's 
khowlectgeable if there's anyb<>dy that you 
llnow In the entertainment world and say the 
nwne of Notby Walters, they'd say he's No. 
1 . 

WALTIIII: So that'• the P0litlOn we've 
• Wld lhlt'a where we've gone. So now 

make an anatyals: Well, who do you 
'Nho do you NI? What do you sell? 

So 11 • grMt salelman ofentertalrvnent, 
we in on who we should sell. So he 

I la the guy who knowa it a11. And he 
, 'We're gonna sell Ronnie Harmon.' 
. So he'a the guy who knowa it all, and 

, 'We're goma NII Ronnie Harmon.' 
. Right. OK. We're gonna sell, because 

ndll"Unda whet the marketplace la, 
the people •• doing, what la their po­
. Sae, we're not going after aatablilhad 
. Wa'ra not going after establlahecl tal­

anl Whlllia.necttodolnaporta laexactly 
I did In the music side of ent8flalnmant. 

la take Iha young potential star, and take 
hm him Into a superstar. 
I want to do now, OK, is treat Aon­

Ha-mon as a buainessman and we're 
bout business. The product la Ron­

nie ,-mon. Just fika the product would ba a 
~ . Wa'I take Romie Harmon out of 
II, tprlk8 hlmlelf out of himself and, under-

~
' you and Ronnie Harmon are here , . . 

We want to 1811 the Ronnie Harmon busl· 
Norby Waltara and Lloyd Bloom, we 

~ to repraaant the &elNng of that Pl'oduct i ma,ketplaca. And today balore the 
comes to market, before it comes to 
I N Y I want lo make a deal now. To­

day don1 want to wait 'Iii January. l want 
to '_'?Ilk• • deal now. And I say I'm willing to 
~ the bet. In two ways. I say today, I'm 
wllil;lg to coma up with a few lhousand dol· 
ln~euh American, tor Ronnie ao that he 
hllll,todou ha please, toglveittothe 
tam , to take care of IOffl8 mortgage pay­
menll to live hla tlfe . . . rm not counseling 
)'OtJ !on 1h11 part • .• That part la to ba ba­
twein your mom and dad and Ronald, and '°"£; decide what to do with that. In addl· 
lion to lhlt trom now, today on Iha flrat day 
of month, from now until the day hi 
--boll ... h0peful•'1a'11-
blll . . . I wM make aora that thara'a a tele-cr.= tt;: :a~:-~; 1:,;.;e 
nt lhert'H be $250 sitting tha"a, waiting lor 
him. Bo that Ronnie Harmon can lead a mkt-

::.:n-~,1 ~a~~~~ 
175 ... TheN tchool1 gal all kind• ol fund• 
Ing, and they don'I give a kid a couple hun­
cnd I month. Blgdeal lhey, lhey .. Nmgo 
to IChool tor nothing. Hey, he COUid go to 
IChoOlharelnlhecllyunlverallyheralor 
nothing, 

NAIIMON'I PATHlfh I'm Juat aaylng 
lhlt a rule II a rule. H't )ult Nkt Iha!. 

Lloyd Bloom, like Walters, is being 
tried on charges of racketeering, mail 
fraud, wire fraud and extortion. 

WALTERS: Yeah .. It's just like income 
tax . . . 

HARMON'& FATHER: Right. They got 
laws. 

WALTER&: Dig it. 11'1 just like income 

""· HMIMON'S FATHER: You know . . OK 
. . . like Income tax. 

WALTER&: But the name ol the game Is 
that we don't give 'em their money unless 
we have to. That's the name of lhe game. 

HARMON'S FATHIR: Yeah. 
WALTER&: OK, we're taking care ol a 

piece of business here right now ... We're 
taking care ol a piece ol business. 

11&..00M: But charity begins at hOrne. tt 
is universal. I'm an ex-ballplayer. Once Ron· 
nle's season·, dona this year, they're not 
even goma care about him. They're wondef­
lng who Iha next president . 

WALTIRI: The next stop .. 
HARMON'& FATHIR: Yeah. 
■LOOM: They'll give you a pat on the 

back and say, 'Hey, man. you did great for 
the university. Who's that next Junior taking 
Ronnie'• pl&Ce?' • 

HARMON'S FATHER: Oh yeah, fY-lery• 
body does that. 

WALTIRI: But Iha point ii this thing, 
what happenl is this . . . Iha! Iha schooi. are 
taking In minions . , . now why Shouldn't a 
young1ter who'a a star wait? If he was a bro­
ken down valise over here he wouldn't be 
llttlng hara and I wouldn't be lalking about 
money. Because Norby Walters, the agent of 
Kool and Iha Gang who lasl year did $11 
mimon, I wouldn't be sitting here lalklng to 
you, unless I belleve we pot a star. •-

·NAIIMOWI FATHIR: Yeah, 
WALffRI: See, bacaule, I hope yoo 

unOerttand that. All right, ii I'm sitting here 
representing multimillon,Collar stars, that I'm 
not sitting here westing my time if I ct1c1n·1 ba· 
tlevt I pot a star on my hand. 

HAIIMON't FATHER: EJlaclfy, 
WALTIRI: Solid. The point Is . . , If lhey 

have a atar on their hands wh0'1 helping ·em 
win gamaa whO is running h!a butt off out 
there and whO II All-America all over the 
place, why don't !hey take cara of him? Why 
don't they glva him some money? They 

• don' t. Thay say. 'Here. we'll put you In 
school for frN.' 

HARMON'■ FATHIR: What I want to 
knOw 11 1h11: If you feel that way, then why 
not wait until 1ft time, lnate,id of taking a 
chlnol on getting him ln a Jam? 

WALTIRI: Well, let me put It lhls way: 
Hey, I'm gonna put my buljntQ on the line, 
I nd hOpa lhat If ha doesn't gllla me up, then 
I am willing to gamble on.tha fact .,. Hey, I 

:1:"m:~s='~ M~ ~~":1 ·lik~ 
1: 

1, . 
HA,iiMON'I PATHIII: Oh, yeah. Yn 

you are. But wha.l l'm aaying II thla: Even If 
you put your bu•h•• up, you atiN have the 
power to fight, We don'I have the power at 
. ,. 

WAL TEAS: You want to know some­
thing? I'm gonna give you a good situation. 
First of ell. let's put It this way: If we sign a 
piece of paper and we do a piece of bt.lsi­
ness .. . 1 mean, there's four of us, and then 
there·s mama ... That's the end of that. 

HARMON'S FATHER: Yeah. 
WAL Tl!RS: Thal's finished business. 

The !act that he now has a few thousand 
dollars. and to take care and help out a little 
bit and the fact that he's got himself s few 
hundred dollars a month over the next year 
or year and a half . . . I mean, that's no• 
body's business. bul right here. 

HARMON'S FATHER: Sure. 
WALTERS: 
H 
W that, what 

do we have? What we have is the fact that H 
we wait until the end of the year ... so whal 
have we gained? We've gained nothing. 
What has he oained? He's oaioed nothing. 

HARMON'S FATHER: Nothing, right. 
WALTERS: If he's gonna sign, OK. If 

he's gonna sign, OK, with someone whO he 
belleves . . . becauss for the fact that alone 
he ean·t really get through the maze ol these. 
companies and to get from them what you·re 
supposed to oat because the name of the 
game Is that I nwer go Into court without hir­
ing a lawyer. I n&\181" go into a hospital with­
out having a doctor. 

HARMON'S FATHER: I hear ya. 
WALTERS: I don't play the oame of 

knowing that mysett . 
HARMON'S FATHIR: Yeah. 
WALTIRS: let me pay the going rate. 
HARMON'S FA.THIA: Yeah. 
WALTIRI: I say, why not now? Have 

the opportunity to know that you are repre-
18fl!ed by the man \tffl0 is No. 1 in the music 
world. Every person t represent Is a half-an• 
idol ot Ronnie's. 

OK, I'd say this: If Norby Walters IS the 
agent to the stars . . . Why do we halle to 
wait until January? I say hefe·s a few thou· 
sand dollars a month ln his pocket during 
the next April , May, June, July, Auguat, Sep­
tember, October, November, December, 
January, February, March, AprM . . . next year 
... until he's gonna feel (tape Inaudible at 
this polntJ ln his pocket. Why not? If he's 
gonna choose somebody, why not some­
body who has created a megamillion-doMar .... 

HARMON'S FATHER: I agree with that. 
But what I'm alSo saying is ttn .. . also that 
you ere established ... why not wait, ~ you 
knOw you got confidan0e In yourself? 

WALTIAI: Whal point ... Look et it this 
way, you say . . . I mean, I can wait. 

HARMON'I FATHIR: Yaah. 
WALTIAI: I can wait. 
HARMON'S FA.THIA: Yeah. 
WALTIRI: There's no problem In wait• 

ing. Whal I'm saying la, why wait? 
HARMON'■ FATHER: Yeah. 
WALTIRI: By the way, Iha NCAA saya 

you can hire a law,-er. You know that, don't 
you? The NCAA aald that he could hire a 
lawyer to represent hl1 bullness, as long a 
you don't eaN it conlUltant agents. But a law• 

la IUf a consultant. 

WAL TERI: So the NCAA IIYI very 
ciaar1y you can hire a lawyer. Wall, suppos­
ing the lawyer was an agent, as many law• 
yera ~,a. The,e are many lawyers whO are 
:!:, a~ :n5;' which hat &a they wearing 

HARMON'■ FATHIR: Saa, thla la what 
I'm getting at OK, they wear a hal lhia way 
or anyway , , . fl 'I UI that ptt hurt. 

WALTIRI: The polnl la, you tee, lat me 
aay thla to you, that's the point of 1h11 , . . Ht 

f:e N::r: :r1:~x: HC:~m~~~.a ~~=-~~ 
correct? 

WALTIRI: Suppoae lht t lawyer also 
happen• to ba an 8Qlnl. Then what? Would 
tha1 bt an Wlfractlon ol the NCAA ruin? 

HARMON'~ FATHIR: Wei, I'm uytng, 
ah, ah, I'm '8)""9 the NCAA Nyt no. 

WALTIRI: No, lhat'I not lrue. 11'1 not 
an inlr ctlon of the rulel. 

File 

, .. 
Former Iowa running back Ronnie 
Harmon signed with Walters and 
Bloom in violation of NCAA rules. 

HARMON'S FATHER: That's what I say. 
WALTERS: N.o, the Infraction, the NCAA 

says .. . You're hiring Norby Watters. I'm 
your lawyer. l want to ba your lawyer. You 
say, 'Great, you're hired.' OK now, the only • 
fling the NCAA says, we can't sign and 
make it legllimate. 

HARMON'S FATHER: Yeah. 

WALTIRS: You can hire me verbally to 
ba your lawyer, but I can·t aay I'm your 
a ant. 

NAIIIION'I FATHER: Exactty. 
WALTIRI: What now? So therefore, 

you see Ille whole thing hinges on some jive 
semantlca. 

HARMON'I FATHIR: That I know. The 
whole thing Is fouled up. 
j WALTERS: Good , 
HARMON'■ FATHIR:. But he's got the 

ball. 
WAL.TERI: Wall. the point Is lhls: We 

don't tell flam. 
HAAMON'I FATHIA: I understand 

that. 
WAL.TEii: Now, by not telling lhem, 

what do we win? What we win Is that he's 

that 
he's got a few hundred dollars a month at 
his dlsposal. Income to have. And come Jan. 
2, we then send In Illa paper to the NFL By 
the way, the USFL doesn't give a . .. We 
give the paper to the NFL and thafl It. Now 
the question 19 between now and then, the 
tact that he'1 got a lew thousand, he gets all 
the money, it'a to hie: benefit bacauie he'• 
got money that hopefully he't gonna earn In 
1906. 

HA"MON'I PATHIR: Yeah. 
WALTIRI: Bui ha'1 got UH ol Iha mon­

ey now. 
HA,iiMo,n PATHlk: Yeah. 
WALT!AI: Now he's got a man working 

!of him. lnslead of hiring him In 1986, he 
hlret him now. Thal'• the gamble. My gam­
ble Is giving him money. Maybe he gets hurt 

HARMON'I FATHIR: Yeah, you 're 
gambNng .. 

WALTIRI: Maybe he geta 10 acrawed 
up that I lose my 56,000, $7,000, 

HARMON'■ PATHl,ii: OK, H y you 
don't mind. 

WAL.TEii: Wei, lhl point II . . . I'm not 
gonna walk around u lha guy whO signed 
Ronnie Harmon . . . 'Wooo, I Jut! llgntd my 
. . . ' I'm not crazy. 

KAPIIION'I FATHEfb I knOw. 
WALTIRI: I got my b!Jlineaa I I atake. 

You u y you can afford it. You can afford II. 
Norby, hi can't. Well, Ill's pl.It II !hit way: I 
can't afford to lose my butlneaa, 

HAIIMON'I PATHIR1 No, no, 
WALTIRI: Now, if I'm going into the 

tpprt, buslneaa, 1 can't afford to loll my 

American Federation of Mulicia,l8 licel)aa,. 
wtliCtl ii jult like the NFLPA. I can't IDie lt18t: 

=ii ~'0::~:.8~ lone 
HARMON'I FATHER: All right, al rtqht, 
WALTER■: OK. So I'm not goma do 

anytNng to }eopardize that. If we make • 
deal here with the family and he lignl, Wld I 
sign, that's Iha end ol that. Thal piece ol Pl· 
per goes In yoor 11aut1, that piece of peper 
goes in my vault. He's got a few thousand 
dollars to do with aa you wish. And then, at 
the first of 8V«Y month, he't got a few thou­
sand dollars every month to run his life. 

HARMON'S FATHER: Yeah. 
WALTERS: Corne Jan. 2. then we file 

the paper and he has his agent. rm willing 
to Qamble. He's got the bucks and_ come 
Jan. 2, he has to choose somebody -,t,ow .. 

HARMON'■ FATHER: Yeah. 
WALTERS: So now I say, I want him to 

choose me now. Because by Jan. 2. who 
knows, maybe he screwed up, maybe he'• a 
great wiMer. I say I'm makng my bat 

BLOOM: We're taking I big gamble .. 
WALTER■: I'm making an early bet. 
HARMON'S FATHER: You n taking a 

gamble, and so Is he. 
WALT!RI: And from the naighborhood 

. .. you're from Iha neighborhood .. . we 
don't want to think that lhoulands of dollaf1 
isasmal bet. 

HARMON'S FATHIR: Yeah. 
WAL Tt:RI: You're a businatamln. 

You're a working man. Do you undnland 
what II Is? Do you undemand what I la to 
save a thousand dollart? 

HARMON'■ FA.THIA: Exactly. 
WALTER&: Save a thousand tso118f1•al~ 

ter taxes, after living your life, and trying: 10 
811.118 one thousand dollars ln the barik? 
That's a hard saye. " 

HARMON'S FATHER: Yeah. 
WALTERS; So when I uy that I'm com­

ing up with bucks,, I don1 want you to think 
rm treating my buckl lightly. • 

HARMON'I PATHell: No, no. 
WALTER■: 1•m a good bualneaaman, 

making an investment In Ronnie Harmon ... 
an investment. I might lose, and I'm taking a 
pretty good gamble. 

HARMON'■ FATHIR: Yea. 
WALffRI: What I went to do le: take 

that gamble. 
HARMON'■ FATHER: Yea. 
WALT:JRI: Now, what Romie HIWmon 

wins, or what the Harmon flmlly winl la, No. 
1, we have dollars. ""'8t 1h11 doea la rlliaYt 
maybe soma economic rn pontlbil ty on 
your part. Now you don't have to aencl Ron­
nie $50 or s100 a month, and he's got a llttlt 
pocket money. He now la picking UP, the 
money from me .. • 

HARMON'& FATHIR: Yeah. And wi'Ni. 
all taking the gamble. We have to WOffl/ 
about not being caught. ' ' • 

WALTIRI: Wei, wall a second. Wt~ 
a piece of paper that'• tlgnad, OK? T1-.t 11M 
of conversation Is, a place of paper goit 
Into your vault at home, and II goes Into' my 
~~·~fl ~!i=e~shlhe ~or u:e 

HARIION'I FATHIII: Oh, no, I'm not 
saying that. 

·WALTIRI: Now, the being caught 
means . . . thera·1 no way. When lhln't IWO 
places ol paper, you gol I copy mid I gol:I 
copy, and we've agreed to do bua1rM181 Wld 
I go to my vault. Come Jan 2., II cornea out 
ol Iha veutt and we Nnd II Into lht NFLPA. 

■LOOM: That's not dated today 
anyways. 

WALTIIII: Thal', right. We're gonna. 
date II Jan. 2. We're not dlling it today. 

HARIION'I PATHIII: we're dllllng It 
Jan. 2, and we're, putting .. . we're not di!· 
Ing ii today .. . we're goma. we',e gorq.. 
we're gonna pu II away and we're gonna 
putitaway . .. comeJall.2 . . 

RONNII IWIIION: How long II -~ 
contract? ' 

:d:::1:=9: 
HARMON'I PATHU: OK. 
WALTIRI: So If we make a deal 'Mth 

the New York Giants !or ttvee years, lhat't 

:niti:fi: : . . ~::~= 
me, you lire me. 

RONNIE HARMON: And how much 
pe,centaqe you do take. Say. tlx? 

WALTIRI: Good. 11 awragea sb1 t>e, 
cau11, It's 10 perceri the first year, It's 5 per­
cent the second year, 11·, 2 percent lht third, 
year. How much did that COlt'1 Seventeen 
percent. For three yetr1, lhlt't • llltkl -::ae = .Bft:. wa~=1.,. ~ 
by the NFL 

flONNII HARMON: 11 that for Mty· 
lhlnpldo? 

WALTIRI: No. 
ltONNII KAPIMON: E~ OUllida 

laotboll? 
WALTIIII: No. 
IIONNtl HARMON: How 1111 .. . for ln­

veatmant .. ' 
WALTIRI: No, no, no . . . hold, IOffY. 

You )uat said IOmalhlng elta. You went to • 
different place, Lat's aaaume wa·re goma do 
bualneM. Let't talk bUalneaa. 

ltONN11 HNIIION: All right. 
WALTIM1 .. ~ Now ltl't 111k abou en­

dorsement,, commerclala, t ponaorahlpa, 
filma, televitlon and everything 11N , . , • 
straight 10 percent. If I make I dMI for ·•1 
million with lhe Coca Cola firm, I git, 
$100,000. 111 make you a dNlto, $100,000, I 
get $10,IXXI, NOi $7,000, not $8,000. I get 10 

~~= l~~ou';; 
oat the dell, achmock. Let's '" If you know 
Where the dell II.' I know where tht dell la. 
You IOt, I know where the WIii la. You IN 
1ha ground, good. You find !ht water. I know 
where Iha water's at. Therefore, I get • hAI 
dime. Now got that? 
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