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Crime Figure Testifies to Link With Sports Agent 
By STEVE FIFFER 

Spcd• J 10 TM »-Vo,1,. Tlffloh 

CHICAGO. March 14 - In a cai.e In­
volving Federal racketeertng charges 
against sports agents. a Jury heard 
testimony today from a man who de­
scribed himself as a member of the CO­
iombo crtme famUy and said he was a 
silent partner In the sports-agency 
business or Norby Walters. 

Mr. Walters and Lloyd Bloom, an­
other agent, are standlng trial on rack­
etcerlnc and mall-fraud Charges In 
connecUon with representation of sev­
eral athletes who were signed to con­
tracts before tbelr college cHglblUty 
expired. 

The Govemment, tn o case expected 
to provide a window onto abuses of blg­
Ume sports In higher ed·ucotton. con­
tends that the signings and the loaning 
or money to the athletes by Mr. Walters 
and Mr. Bloom rendered the athletes 
Ineligible and thus defrauded several 
untver~Hlic.s of the scholarships they 
had awn rded the alhlerns.. 

Today's witness In the case. where 
the charges are stmUar to those ap­
plled to wan Street wheeling and deal• 
Ing and to organized crime, was Ml­
Chacl Fronz.e:se, who satd he was a cop,, 
t.atn In the Colombo orgonlzauon. 

Testifying under a grunt of Immunity 
before a packed courtroom, the dapper 
Mr. Franzese, who Is serving a 10-year 
Federal sentence on racketeering and 
tax-evasion charges and a concurre.1t 
nlnc,.yeor Florida sentence for racket­
eering. Hid that as a silent partner, he 
pressured no athletes for Mr. Walters, 
who Is a UfeJong; friends. He explained 
that he and Mr. Wolters had Jong b~n 
associated In the music business, ln 
which Mr. Walters was a prominent 
booking agent, with such clients as the 
singer Dionne Warwick. 

Mr .... Fr-anuse ...... who Is 37 year.s old, 
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FOOTBALL 

Crime Figure Admits Link to Agent 
Conllnued From Pase Al 

Jndicated that hJs father. John 
(Sonny) Franzese, who ts also re­
puted to be a member of lm Colombo 
crime family and has also served 
time In prJson, was aJs.o one of Mr, 
Waltcrs•s assoclate-s In the music 
business. 

Under qucstlontng by the prosecu­
tor, Anton Valukas. Mr. Franzese 
said that In late 1984 he met Mr. Wal­
ters .• at the agent's request, in the 
Polo Lounge at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel in CalUomla. 

At that lime, Mr. Franrese said, 
Mr. Walters lndJcated that he wanted 
to duplicate his success In represent• 
Ing b1ack entertainers by represent­
ing top black college athletes when 
they entered the Nallonal Football 
League. 

'"He a.skeet me to parUcipate In 
some way, and I told hlm J'd be Inter• 
csted," Mr. Franzese said. 

•using Cash' 
The two met again ea.rly in 1985, at 

Mr. Walters's Manhattan office, and 
at that time. Mr. Franz.e.e.e said, Mr. 
Walters 101d Mr. Franzese .. he would 
be uslng cash to sign athletes." Mr. 
Franusa said ho ogreed to provide 
Mr. Walters $50,000 Jn return for a 25 
percent Interest ln the new sports 
agency. 

At a third meellng, in July 1985. Mr. 
Franzese said, his brother-In-Jaw, 
Dino Garcia, handed Mr. Walters a 
brown paper bag containing $50,000 in 
cash In Mr. Fronzesc•s pre1ence. lbe 
money was from Mr. Franu.se, who 
exp lained to the court that because or 
lhe nature of his business.. he did not 
like to cany money himself. 

Mr. Franzese said his role In the 
agency was not to be limited to that or 
l.nvestor. "I was to continue to per­
form the same services I always pro­
vided for him," Mr. Franzese sakl, 
referring to Mr. Walters. 

Those duttc-s, In light of Mr. F·ran­
zese's testimony, apparently lnCJuded 
trying to persuade would-be buslness 
associates of Mr. Walters to agree to 
the agent's business propositions. 

Mr. Franzese testified lt!ot on sev­
eral occasions he paid cals to such 
associates with Mr. Wolters. and that 
he believed these lndlvlduaJs knew of 
his organized-crime Ues. In 1981 , 
when the slnger Michael Jackson and 
his brothers were consider ing a na­
tional tour, Mr. Franzese, at Mr. Wai-

s tcrs·s rcqu.est, talked to the Jacksons' 
r manager. 

·•1 explained that If Norby wasn't 
> Involved with the tour In some mon­
t ner, then there might not be o tour," 
• ~:r- Franzese sold. The tour eventu• 

auy proceeded without the agent's in• 
volvement. 

Mr. F rani.ese was apparently more 
successful In 1982 in represenUng Mr. 
Waltcrs's lnterestS to M s.. Warwick's 
manager. The manager had Indicated 
his desire to terminate Mr. Wolters 
as the singer's booking agent. but 
after Mr. Franzese spoke on the 
agent's behalf, Mr. Walters continued 
in his rote. 

Under cross--cxamlnatlon by attor• 
ncys for M r. Walters and Mr. Bloom, 
Mr. Franzese. who was indicted in 
1985 on 14 counts l,nclJdlng racketeer• 
Ing. counterfeiting, cxtorllon and tax 
evasion and pleacled guUty to two of 
the counts In 1986, said that he never 
exerted preS$Ute on any of the ath­
l etes with whom the a.gents had been 
dealing. 

The Government conte:nds that 
while Mr. Franzese might not have 
had direct contact with the athf::i-tes, 
Mr. Walters Invoked Mr. Franiese•s 
name In threatening lhc athletes 
when they indicated they wished to 
termlnate their ogreoments with the 
agents. 

Under cross-examination by Mr. 
Walters's attorney. Robert Gold. who 
tried to challenge Mr. Franz.ese's 

credibUlty, Mr. Franzese admitted 
that he became a Federal Informer In 
February 1986 and that his scntenc• 
Ing in connection with tho charges tor 
which he pleaded guilty was conlln­
gent upon his cooperation with the 
Government in several lnvesliga• 
lions. 

He stated that he had informed the 
Government of mecUngs at which 
Carmine Persico and top leaders of 
New York's flve organlttd-crimc 
families discussed taking retaliatory 
measures against Fuleral agents. 

Mr. Franzese admitted to Mr. Gold 
lhat he lidd at a Federal detention 
hearing and also Ued In a deposlUon 
given to the Government in April 
1986, when he did not menuon hJs 
holdings in Mr. Walters•s SPons 
agency. "At that time, being a mem­
ber of a organ lied-crlme family did 
not allow me to tell the truth," he ex­
plained. 

The lrtal will resume Wednesday. 
M aurice Douglas, a defensive back 
f or the Chicago Bears of the National 
Football League, who Is one of the 
athletes whom Walters Is alleged t.o 
have threatened by Invoking Fran• 
zese's name, ts expected to testify for 
the Government. 

McFadden Is 1 of 3 Giants 
Lost to New Free Agency 

By FRANK LITSKY 
The Giants lost three more players 

yesterday to the Nollonat Football 
League·s new systera of rree ageney. 

The Atlanta Falcons said they had 
signed Paul McFadden, the Giants' 
kicker most of lost season. nnd Brad 
Beckman, a backup tight end for the 
Giants, to tWO-)ear contracts. 
Sammy LIily, a Giants rookie corner• 
back who spent the ~ason on lnjured 
reserve, signed a two-,year contract 
with the Phllodelphl• Eagles. 

The Eagles cut McFadden tn train• 
Ing camp last summer. but when 
Raul A11c-gre strained a groin muscle 
early tn the season, McFadden wos 
signed by the Giants. Ile kicked In 10 
of the 16 games. Kicking barefoot. he 
made 14 of 19 field goals (Allegre 
mode 10 or U). Coach BUI Parcells 
decided Allegre wo11ld be his kicker 
this season, and McFadden was one 
of 27 unprotected Olants allowed to 
sign with any other team between 
Feb. 1 and Aprll 1. 

McFadden's two-year conttnct 
with the Falcons provides for n 
$35,000 signing bonus and salaries of 

$200,000 this year and $225.000 In 1990, 
plus Incentives. That makes him one 
of me league's higher-paid kickers. 

The hlg,hcst-sa(arled kickers last 
season were Tony Franklin or the 
New England Patriots ($360,000), 
Morten Andersen or the New Orie-ans 
sotnts ($325,000), Nick Lowery of the 
Kansas City Chiefs (S31S,OOO) and 
Gory Anderson of the Plttsburgl> 
Steelers ($275,000). Franklln did not 
receive all lhttt money because he 
was waived during the sea.son. 

"I feel bad tcovtng, the Giants," 
said McFadden from his new home tn 
Cleveland. Hbul this Is Ju.st a business 
dec.lslon. coach Parcells said Raul 
and I would come to camp and kick It 
out. but wlt.h this opportunity I saw no 
reason to do that." 

The Glnnts have lost five players. 
Including BIiiy Ard and Mike Arley. In 
thts free-agency system. In addition. 
Jim Burt and Stacy Robinson have at• 
tractcd strong tnterest from other 
teams. 

The Jets have lost l.hree players, 
Ted Banker, Onzy Elam and Mike 
Zordlch. The Jets hove signed four 
players, the Glnnts on-c. 
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