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Mobster Says He Aided Agents Walters, Bloom 
LA TIM($ AACHtvtS, 

MA.~IS.19'891' >.MPT -A jailed member or a New York orga.iliud crime family mid Tuesday he he:lped 

finance a sports agents bush1ess started by Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom, and used 

his mC1b comections. to persuade entertainer, to do busness ~ith Walle.rs. 

MidJ~I Fraiizesed~cribed two occa5ions when Wallen, who ,-.1th Bloon1 is aecu$t'd 

d using cash to persuade atJilet8SlO sign oont.racts OOJo:e t.har co1~ge elgibilily 

~,cpired, uM!Cl hir1111.nd h i3 r,epoll'ltion toke,epor line UJ) , nteminen H d ie.1tt3. While 

be did not diroctly threaten them. fraru.ese said. he made sure theyundustood his 
Ne,,.,.Yorkt:i.M. 

Howm·cr. f·rnn1,P,SC said he nm·er pcn::onalty oontadod f,othal pla}e.rs involw.d \\itb 

the agents. 

Under cr°""ox"mim,tic>n in ChiClll8o, J."'rnn:t0$0 &ftid ho t\ronh1nod tho ma.n9,g« of tho 

Jackson Five singing group in an tffort to get Walters inrolved in aoonctrt tour. 

l'ni.nu3e I.:, ,en'111g n I0·)1l!iltr prbon :,entenoi:on mcke1~r1ngn,nd frnud tht1.r5e:, In 

New York aad f1orida. Under questioning by U.S. Atton'J.y Allton Valu\as.. f"n_nrese 

said ht was associated with New \'ork's Colombo organu.ed crime ftmi)yfrom 1973 to 

1986. 

Franusc said that sorootimc in 1984 or 1985, Walscrs tdd him ho ,ras joining Bloom 

in the sports agents bwines.sand •he asked me to participate in some way.• 

Walters asked franzes• for 850.000 to back lhc busincs, and promised Franuse 

would get• >s" ,hare,~• ttstifitd. 

Fra.nvsc said he had kno,m Walttrs most of his life an( that he was contacted by 

Walters in the early 1()80s to help persuade singer Dioroe Warwick and• singing 

poup, The New F.dition, to J.cep their busl11c:ss with Walh.•rs. 

Walters loaned managers of The New F.dition s20,ooo v:ilh the understanding 

Walttrs woWd get 20% of thtir tou.r proccoo.5. Fran.use said. 

•·1 expfa.ined to them that I expected th'J.m to live op to tle d()al (with Walter$), and 

that the s20.ooo was mine: Franzese Slid. 

On a.notheroocasion, fnmrese said, he accompanied Wtlte.rs to California to ta.lk 

with Wan-.1¢.k•s manager. Joe Grant. 

'"'lne P.""J)0$e ,~ to ll'lllke tn11re t.Mt the Act, l)ionne, r,gnu1.in&d ,vith Norby Welt-ers: 

Franz,se tcmficd. • And the act stayed ,,th Norby.• 
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