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Defense Attorneys in_ Agents' Trial Put Spotlight on Colleges 
By STEVE FIFFER 

CHICACO 
The c,ross-examtnatlon was painful to. 

watch. Devon Mitchell, a former University 
of Iowa defenstve back, had been called by 
the prosecution as a v,lloess thJs wt..-ek in the 
Federal trial here or the agents Norby Wal• 
1ers and Lloyd Bloom on charges or mall 
fraud and racketeering. Questioned by the 
prosecution, Mitchell, now with the Detroit 
Lions, acknowledge<! <ha< he had signed a 
con1rac1 wllh !he agents belore his college 
cllglblllty expired, accepted some $14,000 In 
loans from them and then falsely filled out 
Na1lonal Collegiate Athlcllc Assoclallon and 
Big Ten forms to conc~al hts conduct. 

Now Bloom's attomoy, Dan Webb. was 
asking Ml!chell 10 review his college Iran• 
script. Mllchell nodded Impassively as Webb 
recited !he courses, which Included football, 
karate, bllllards, temlS, ancient athletics, 
recreational leisure, btroducUon to mllltary 
organtz.allon, Jogging (which Mllchell cvM­
tually dropped), s-d reading, advanced 
bowling, and advanced slow-pl!ch soltboll. 

The athlete then adml!ted that he had 
dropped out of school shortly alter playing 

his final football game. and that In his lour 
and one-halt years at Iowa he had never ror­
mally declared a major. 

He went on to explain that he dld not feel 
!hat he had chea!e<l the university by signing 
wllh !he agents and by accepUng lhclr loans. 
"I was just borrowing against my future." he 
said. "'fhe way l looked at n. the mone.i, was 
mine." . 

MltcheWs testimony followed that of his 
former Iowa teammate Ronnie Harmon, now 
with the Buffalo 8111s. and of the Iowa as.slst­
ant athletic director, Fred Mims. By the llme 
those three, along wllh !he former Michigan 
running back Robert Perryman and the ror• 
mer Purdue defensive back Rod Woodson 
had beM examined and cross-examlped, It 
wos unclear who was on trial: the agents or 
the athletes and their unlversilie-s. Such con- . 
fusion ts the result of the defense ouorneys' 
strategy 10 shift the spotlight from Bloom 
and Walters 10 collegiate football. 

The agents ore accused of defrauding sev­
eral untverslUes of scholarships oald to the 
student-athletes. But the de.tense contends 
the schools received exactly what !hey paid 
for - )'oung men for whom football was a pri­
ority and academics an afterthought - and 
that In some cases the athletes should have 

The focus has been on 
the system rather than 
on the agents. 
be~n declared Ineligible before they even met 
Wolters and Bloom. 

The contention seemed plausible when 
Mims tcsUflcd that an athlete must be ··mak­
ing qualitative and quantitative progress" to­
ward a degree to maintain ellglblllty, but was 
unable to provide Webb with a convincing ex­
planation of hoW MhcheU or Harmon were 
maktng such progress.. 

Harmon"s acndemtc adviser had wrlucn 
that during his senior year Harmon was 
"still not working toward degree," but Mims 
said the statement did not mean what It said. 
Woodson•• expenses-paid trip to Florida as 
part of the Playboy all-America team and 
M1tche1t·s acceptance or the loon of a car 
from an Iowa booster were aaso ched by the 
defense as N.C.A.A. vlolallons. 

The testimony suggests that 1he athletes 
.. were not Innocent lambs Jed to the slaughter. 

Harmon. apparently aware that signing a 
contract might cause problems. went so rar 
as to tape record secretly Ms meeting wllh 
the agents. All the athletes acknowledged 
!hat they wllllngly entered Into the agree­
ments with Walters ond Bloom knowing they 
would be violating N.C.A.A. rules. 

Perryman testified that when the monthly 
payments promised by the agents were late, 
he would a&ll them. He also requested that 
they provide the money to purchase a Lincoln 
Continental. When Perryman's coach, Bo 
Schembechtcr confronted him about signing 
early, Perryman lled to him. Because the 
football season was over, Perryman testified, 
ho fell no obligation to Schembechler. 

If the spotlight !he first week was pri­
marily on the alhletes and their schools, the 
shadows or the agents were a constant pres­
ence. 

Each athlete described an almost Identical 
scenario In which the agents explained how 
Walters•s success with black entertainers 
might be tronsJatcd into the athletic arena 
and galn the players lucrallve commercial 
endorsements: how they showed the players 
large sums of money. and promised them the 
money upon the signing or contracts that 
could be postdated until ellglblllty expired 

and Immediately put In a vault to avoid the 
consequences or their Impropriety. 

Whtie defense attorneys have suggested 
!hat before approaching the athletes Walters 
received leg.al advice lndlcollng he could pro­
ceed with Impunity, the agents·' conversation 
captured on Harmon's tape suggests that 
Walters was well aware of the effect the sign­
ings would have on the athletes U revealed 
belorc 1he players' eligibility expired. 

The tape shows that when Harmon's father 
asked Walters about the prcprlcty or the 
early signing, Wolters assured him: "The 
whole thing hinges on some jive semantJcs. 
The point Is we won't tell them." 

Perryman also resttfled that when he Indi­
cated to Bloom he wished to terminate their 
agreement, Bloom threatened to expose him, 
saying that such a revelation might result tn 
Michigan's forlellure or the 1986 Big Ten 
championship. 

The trial resumes tomorrow, .and among 
witnesses expected 10 be called by the Gov­
ernment during tho w~k a~ Theodore Hes­
burg,h. the former president of Notre Dame; 
Gene COrrlgan. the AUanUc Coast Confer­
ence commlsstoner1 and Mlchocl Franz.e.se, a 
reputed organized-crime figure whose name 
Walters Is said to hove Invoked. 
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