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U of I chief 
orders study 
of athletics 
Trial testimony prompts 
internal investigation 

By JOHN CARL.WN 
OITIMll .... -1 1..., a,y-.u 

IOWA CITY, IA. - University of 
Iowa President Hunter Rawlings Fri• 
day ordered an investl&ation into in 
dications that the athletic depart
ment may have violated Big 10 and 
NCAA. rules In !ts treatment of stu 
dent-athletes. 

The investigation comes after two 
former U of I football players, Ronnie 
Harmon and Devon Mitchell, told a 
federal court jury in Chicago this 
week of their lack of academic 
achievements while at the university . 

The trial Involves two sports 
agents, Norby Walters and Lloyd 
Bloom, who are accused of enticing 
athletes to sign contracll before their 
college eligibility expired and of de
fra uding unlveraitles. 

" I have asked Vice Presldenll 
Susan Phillips and David Vernon to 
Investigate tbe matter fully and to de
termine whether a more ex.tensive In- · 
vesUgatlon ii needed and, I( IO, what 
the extent or scope of that Investiga
tion should be," Rawlings said Fri
day. 

Phillips is vice prealdent of finance 
and universi ty services; Vernon ll 
acting vice president of academic 
affairs. 

Academics Dotnplayed 
Harmon. now a running bact with 

the Buffalo Bills, and Mitchell, 1 de
fensive back with the Detroit Lions, 
testified that their four years at Iowa 
were geared toward playing football 
instead of pursuinl degrees. 

Both players, faced with their aca
demic transcripts, actnowled1ed 
that they had not come dose to fulfi11 -
in1 their degree requlremenll. 

Rawlings, who ilsued a statement 
from Princeton, N.J ., where he was 
vlsitin11 Friday, said officials were 
watching the testimony "very clote
ly." 

"The un1versity will vigorously fol
low up on any statement or allegation 
re1ardlng poulble violation of NCAA 
or Big 10 rules or U of I policy," 
Rawlings said. "We will not tolerate 
any violation of rule or policy." 

U of I offlciab have Insisted that 
they broke no rules regarding the ac
ademic careers of Mitchell and Har
mon. But Mitchell testified Thursday 
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State orders 
malpractice 
rate reduction 
By DALE l:ASLER ·---Tbe leadln1 provider of medical 
malpractice Insurance In Iowa w11 
ordered Friday to reduce premiums 
a t Jeut 15 percent this year, amid 
s.lgns lhe medical malpractice crWs 
is easing. 

St. Paul Fire &: Marine Insurance 
Co., which Insures 45 percent of 
Iowa's doctors, m111t reduce preml• 
um! by at lent $7 million a year by 
April I, uld William Ha1er, Iowa's 
insurance commisaioner. 

The order marks "the first Ume 111 

this decade that medical malpr■ctJc:e 
premiums for Iowa phyald.ans will go 
down," Hager saki. 
LowerFea 

Rager said he hoped the decreue 
will lead to lower fees for paUentl. 

Jn a typical cue, a'famlly practi
Uoner with an obstetrics and gynecol
OIIY practice would see annual preml• 
urns fall to Sll,500 from the current 
ns.ooo. H•ger said. 

He said the St. Paul, Minn .. Jmurer 
wasn't guilty of 11ougln1 Iowa doc
tors. But a six-month review of loa 
trends showed malpractice suit.I and 
verdicts bad reached "a plateau" and 
were beg:inninll to fall, he pJd. 

"Juries and the public at lar1e 
have come to undttstand tbat bi& ver-
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Bush moves fast, 
-chooses Cheney 
for defense chief 

"We're treating it as a 
suspected terrorist incident 
... There's a good possibility 
that it's terrorism.,, 

-Senior law enforcement official 

Wife of Vincennes skipper 
safe after van is bombed 
By ROBERT REINHOLD 
ii) lfMMlwYn-

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. - The wife 
of the captai n of the USS Vincennes, 
the Navy missile cruiser that miatat
enly shot down an Iranian pa~ger 
jet last July, escaped uninjured Fri
day In what federal a11enll suspect 
was a terrorist bombin&. 

The FBI said the esplosion that 
rocked the vehicle of Sharon Lee Rog
ers while she was on her way to work 
here may have been set on as an act 
of terrorism against the captain, Will 
C. Ro11ers lll. 

It was he who ordered a missile 
fired from the c ruiser In the belief 
that his ship was under attack by a 
fighter plane. Sharon Rosen Is a 
schoolteacher 

A. senior law enforcement official 
said in Washington. "We're treating It 
as a suspec ted terrorist Incident, 
~ both on the circumstances and 

the fact that Mrs. RoRers Is wife of 
tlle Vincennes' skipper." 
No DeflDJte Coaclulom 

The official added: "A.II these fac
tors added up Hgest there 's a good 
possibility that It's terrorism. We 
have reached no definite conclu
sions." 

Bill Robinson, a spokesman for the 
San Diego Police Department. sa id 
the device used wu a pipe bomb. But 
Tom Hughes, agent lo charge of tlle 
FBl's San D1e10 office said no fi rm 
conclusions had been reached about 
the nature of the eiplosive or how it 
was detonated. 

In the nation's cap ita l, a senior 
Pentagon official said Sharon Rogers 
had r~eived a threatening call last 
July from someone speaking with a 
foreign accent that she "guessed 
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might have been Middle Eastern.'' 
The caller gave her the name of an 

organiution unfamiliar to her, the of
ficial said, declining to say what the 
organization was ca lled. The caller 
said, "A.re you the wife of the mur
derer?" frighteni ng her into hanging ,,. 

The Navy tried to trace the orsanl
u.tion, but fou nd no indication that it 
existed, the Pentagon officials.aid. 

Precautloas Called Off 

After the incident, San Diego police 
were notified and the Navy stepped 
up 115 security. But the precautions 
were eventually called off beca11se, 
the officia l sald, "It was ultimately 

BOMBING 
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Unemployment 
rate is lowest 
since May 1974 
From Regi&ter Wire Services 

NEW YORK, N.Y. - The United 
States moved a step closer to full em
ployment In Fehru.11ry as unemploy
ment hit a 15-yearlow at 5.1 percent. 
but the Improved job 1ituaUon points 
to a growing threat from higher wase 
demands and inflation. 

The American economy continued 
tn grow 1trongly, churning out 
289,000 new jobs, tbe Labor Depart
ment reported Friday. 

Tbe government said the unem
ployment rate fell 0.3 percentage 
point in February, better than most 
forecasll. A rec1lrd 62.t percent of 
the country's civilian worting age 
population held jobs. 
Lowtsl SlDce '74 

The 5.1 percent seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate for February 
was tlle lowestlince May 1974. 

Coming on the beeil of a 415,000 in
crease in payroll employment in Jan
uary, the report led some analystl to 
predict that the Federal Reserve 
would bocat short-term interest rates 
again, since Its efforts so far have 
dollf! little to 1low tbe economy. 

Other ana lyst• nld tlle ceno-al 
bank, which has railed tey 
short-term rates by nearly l percent
age point In the put two months. will 
wait fora while tostt the impact of 
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By ELLEN WARREN 
IC) ,,., ~t••-llr- Mowi-• 

WAS HINGTON. D.C. - Moving 
swiftly to put the damaging battle 
over John Tower behind him, Presi
dent Bush Friday named Representa
tive Diet Cheney (Rep., Wyo.) as his 
new choice for secretary of defense. 

Ea rl y indications were that the 
popular Cheney, a surprise choice, 
would win easy Senate confirmation 
with strons blpartls.an support . 

Bush introduced Cheney , the 
second-ranking Republican in the 
House. as a •·widely respected man of 
principle ... a thoughtful man, a quiet 
man. a strong man." 

"You'll be great," Bush said as he 
shook Clleney·s hand after announc
ing hi s selection of Wyoming's only 
House member to head the nation's 
la rgest burea ucracy, which spe nds 
about $300 billion annually. 
Diminished Momeatum 

The president said repeatedly that 
he wanted to move quickly on 
Cheney's nominatlon, a tacit ac
knowledgment that the protracted 
fight over Tower had diminished his 
administration's early moment11m 

"'It is very Important. Too much 
lime has been wasted here,"' Bush 
!laid. 

Bush predicted that the Senate con
firmation process will ·•go very fast 
and I believe that it 'll have smooth 
saili n11." Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Sam Nunn 
(Dem., Ga.), who led the opposition to 
Tower. said hearings on the nomina
tion would begin nezt week 

Cheney cooceded that his knowl
edge of military matters Is limited 
and his record on them is sparse. 
However. he Is known as a conserva
tive hardliner who generally agrees 
with Bush on the Stratesic Defense 
Initiati ve, which he supports , and 
arms control, which he opposes. 

Mililary Issues 
On Friday Cheney would not give 

his views on specific military issues, 
saying he would awiiil the confirma
tion hearings. But, he acknowledged 
that "there are areas that I need to 
know and that I'll have to work hard 
onto master.'' 

Cheney, 48, who suffered a mlld 
heart attack during his first run for 
Congress in l971 and underwent 
heart bypass surge ry last August, 
said he talked to hls cardiologist Fri
day afternoon and was told there was 
"absolutely no medical reasoo why I 
can't undertake this aS.'lignment.·• 

On the question of embarrassing or 
damaging information lurking in 
Cheney's history, Bush said he had 
15ked Cheney about his backgro1111d 
'Tm satisfied on that," said the presi· 
dent. 

Charges of drinking, womanizing 
and conflict of Interests ultimately 
doomed Tower's nomination, with the 
Senate voting 53 to 47 Thursday 
against their former collea1ue. Only 
three Democrats voted for Tower, 
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Iowans think 
Bush doing well 
in his new job 
By KENNETH PINS ~~~~-·--

It was a stormy court&hip, but 
George Bush now is enjoying a honey
moon in Iowa, a new Iowa Poll shows. 

In the poll 's first effort to measure 
the new president's performance, 64 
percent of Iowans say they approve 
of the jnb he's doing, and just 17 per
cent disapprove. The other 19 percent 
are suspendlng judgment. 

These are the same Iowans who 
sent Bush to an embarrnsins third
place finish in the state 's GOP 
caucuses and delivered the state to 
Michael Dukakis in November's elec
tion. 

The poll was conducted durin1 tlle 
stormy U.S. Senate debate over John 
Tower, Bush's first nominee to be sec
retary of defense. The poll was con
cluded just before the Senate rejected 
Tower's nomination. 

Still, Bush appears to be enjoytng 
widespread approval in Iowa so far. 

More than two-thirds of Iowa 
farmers approve of the Bush admin
istration In the early going. Siity
two percent of Iowans from blue-col
lar households likewise give the llf!w 

IOWA POLL 
Please turn 10 Page 3A 

Farmers: PCA committed 
fraud in federal loans case 
By NORM BREWER 
Of,,,.._ ... , w ........... ·--

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA.. - The feder
al grand jury here is investigating al 
legations that the former Eastern 
Iowa Production Credit Association 
fablfied financial information In a 
scheme to defraud a tazpayer-fi
nanef!d farm loan program. 

The charge was made in a civil suit 
brought by three West Branch area 
brolhen against Production Credit 
Association of the Midlands and 
Larry Henson. Henson is the former 
president of Eastern Iowa PCA , 
which io 1985 became part of PCA. of 
the Midlands. 

For several months, there has been 
growlnE concern In Con11reu that 
during the height of the fann reces
sion PCA.s and other commercial 
lenders toot unfair advantage of the 

multibillion-dollar Joan guarantee 
pro11ram managed by the Farmers 
Home Administration. 

The Midlands case is apparently 
the first in which specific charges 
have been raised publicly. 

PCA!! were authorized by the Fann 
Credit A.ct of 1933 to provide rela
t ively short-term loans for such 
things as planting crops and buying 
cattle and machinery. Federal land 
banks finance tlle purchase of land. 

ln the mid-t980s - a time of low 
farm prices and dropPing land values 
- many lenders were !ICJ'ambling to 
protttl their stock.holden, some-
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Man found dead in cell died 
of dehydration, bleeding 
,..,_ Rt91o..,.., ,.,.. N.w1 --

ESTHERVILLE, IA. - A Minneso
ta man found dead in his Emmet 
County Jail cell Thursday died of 
complications from dehydration and 
bleedlng in his digestive track, said 
Dr. Thomas Bennett, state medical 
examiner. 

Je_rry Lynn Ray, 25, was found by a 
sheri ff's deputy shortly before noon, 
said Emmet Count)' Sheriff Larry La
mack. Ray was being held on charges 
of first-degree theft. drunken driving 
and eluding police after a high-speed 
chase Feb. 24 in Buffalo Center. 

Elsewhere: 
• An elderly southeast Iowa man 

was killed early Friday when he 
walked into the path of an oncoming 
train, the Jefferson County sheriff's 
office said. Bernard Rex Ericson, 113, 
of Lockridge was struck by a Burling
ton Northern frel11ht , investigators 
said 

Lawton junior, senior high 
students protest with sit-in 
r ,.. 1tt91•-•1t .. 1N-t .. ,lwv1c• 

LAWTON, IA. - Students staged a 
sit-in Friday morning to protest pro
posed faculty cutbacks at Lawton Ju
nior-Senior High School. 

Hal Pruin, superintendent of the 
Lawton-Bronson Community School 
Distri ct. said about 250 students filled 
the sc hool's s tairs and hallways 
before classes started. They were 
worried about potential cuts in arts, 
home economics and industrial arts 
staff, and the affect the cuts would 
have on the jazz band, wrestllng and 
cheerleading. 

Classes started about 10 a.m. after 
Pruin and the high school's principal 
had addressed the students ' concerns. 
Students are organizing a response to 
the cutbacks and will present it at 
Monday night"s school board meeting. 

Boone law officers arrest 
7 on drug, theft charges 
TM"""-· 1 .... New,-· 

BOONE, IA. - A Boone County 
drug enforcement team arrested 
seven people Thursday and Friday on 
a variety or drug and theft charges. 

Sheriff Ron Fehr said officers from 
the Boone, Madrid and Ogden police 
departments teamed with deputies 
Thursday to raid a Boone home where 
marijuana and $10,000 in property 
believed to be stolen were seized. 

Authorities believe the stolen prop
erty might be linked to burglaries in 
Greene, Guthrie, Hamilton and Web
ster counties. 

Arrested and char11ed with posses
sion of a controlled substance and 
first-degree theft were Lori Ann 
Burns, 38, Kim L. Som mers, 26, 
James D. Young, 28, Shawn C. Lar
son, 23, and Gabriel David Charles 
Bartman, 19, all of Boone 

Joseph E. Navin, 31 , of Boone and 
Thomas Petenon, 27, of Jefferson 
were arrested Friday and charged 
wilh possession of marijuana with 
intent to deliver. 

Sioux City man sentenced 
to 20-year prison term 
T ... llt911i..'1lo"'a No"•s.rvlc• 

SIOUX CITY, IA. - A Sioux City 
man has ~n sentenced to 20 years in 
prison on a bur11tary and sexual abuse 
conviction. 

Michael Dwight Jennings, 24 , was 
convicted on a charge rela ted to a 
rape and burglary last May, said Sgt. 
Tony Suncladcs of the Sioux City 
Police Department. 

As part of a plea bargain, Jennin11s 
offered details about four other house 
burglaries and about 100 car burglar
ies he committed at a Sioux City 
apartment comple,r, Sunclades said. 

Airline fined for allowing 
'bomb' through security 
T ... 11010l• .... • .... •N>f ... 5ervlce 

WATERLOO, IA , - A commuter 
air line operating out of the Waterloo 
airport has been fined $1 ,000 by the 
Federal Aviation Administration for 
ailowing a fake bomb to slip through 
security. 

Simmons Aviation was fined for 
failing to detect a test object passed 
through a pa~nger checkpoint by In
spectors last May, said Bob Raynes
ford, FFA public affain director. 

Cedar Rapids man given 
2-year suspended sentenoe 

CEDA R RAPIDS, IA. CAP) - A 
Cedar Rapids man who was acquitted 
in Jaouary of murdering a Texan was 
given a two-year suspended sentence 
on a weapons charge Thursday and 
said he is through with guns. 

Evan Paul, 22, had been charged 
with murder in lhe Aug, 16 shooting 
death of Donald Cope Jr., 23. 

Paul told Judge Larry Conmcy that 
he didn't have any interest in the r~ 
turn of his .22-caliber semiautomatic 
pistol. "I really don't even want to be 
around them," Paul said, adding that 
he has ar ranged to sell his other guns 

He sa id he thinks about the shoot
Ing every day and wonders, "Why did 
it have to happen to me?" 

Trial testimony spurs 
investigation at U of I 
l·liil■:11* 
Continued from Page One 

he was lent a car by a Hawkeye OOOllt
er, which would violate NCAA rules. i But an investigation of the matter 
by the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association is unlikely because the 
organization's statute of limitations 
has run out. The man Mitchell named 
as lending him the car, Iowa City 
businessman Mark Euteston, has de
nied the claim. 

Rawlings said that since the days 
of Mitchell and Harmon, the U of I 
has improved Its methods of ensuring 
tbat student-athletes receive a good 
education. The last football season 
for both Mitchel! and Harmon was 
1985, when the Hawkeyes won a trip 
to the R05e Bowl. 

" If any additional changes are 
deemed necessary, however, we will 
mate them." Rawlings said. 

Richard Vohs, press secretary for 
Gov. Terry Branstad, Hid that the 
Iowa Board of Regents had asked for 
a ~rt and a review of the matter at 
the board meeting next week. He said 
it would be Impossible to determine 
whether the university's self-investi
gation will be adequate until the re
port ls completed. 

Pomerancz Delenda Program 
Regents President Marvin Pomer

antz said Friday he was concerned 
about the implications of the Chicago 
trial. 

Pomerantz defended the U of l 's 
athletic programs as upstanding and 
said Hawkeye Athletic Director Chal
mers "Bump" Elliott and the coach
Ing staff believe in strong academic 
programs. 

But he also said that the size of the 
athletic program at the U of I "leaves 
some room for things to slip between 
the cracks," 

"It would appear that In Harmon's 
case, he didn't perform academically 
like we would like our athletes to per• 
form," Pomerantz said. "But I don't 
see any evidence that the program 
isn't being effective academically. 

" I don't like to see this happen. But 
if you are going to operate a very big 
program and be out there competing 
with large universities around the 
country, well, although we want it to 

..... - J 

ReQister staff writers David 
Yepsen and Bruce Japsen con
tribuled to this article. 

be kept to an absolute minimum, one 
has lo expe<:t that on rare occaslolll! 
things like this are 11oing to occur." 

One legislative leader said his faith 
had been shaken regarding the impor• 
tance placed on athletes' education. 

Head football and basketball 
coaches "Hayden Fry and Tom Davis 
have stated the position that athletics 
Is not uppermost with them - it's ac
ademics," Senate Majority Leader 
Bill Hutchins said. 

" It appears In this Instance they 
may have been puffing a little smoke 
at us. We need to ensure that people 
are meeting the academic require
ments," Hutchins said. 

He noted that ISU basketball Coach 
Johnny Orr "let valuable players go 
for academic reasons. That was pret
ty tough on Johnny Orr's team, but he 
faced up to it, and they were gone, 
and I commend Johnny Orr and ISU 
for doing It that way." One Cyclone 
was declared academically ineligible 
this season and another quit to con
centrate on classes. 
"Old News" 

Some U of I studenLS said they be
lieved that mauy athletes are aca
demic underachievers. 

" ft 's old news to student.!l who have 
(athletes] In class," said Kerry Soule, 
a senior economics major. "Some of 
them just don't show up. It wasn't a 
surprise to me, and I don't think it 
was a surprise to &nybody else on this 
campus that this type of stuff comes 
out. You read in the newspaper and 
you see stuff about schools like Okla
homa and all of the trouble they're in. 
You Just figure it's our time to take 
some of the heat." 

Iowans think Bush is doing well 
Conlinued from Paoe One 

president a thumbs up. Even among 
Democrats, 49 percent approve of 
Bush's performance, 30 pereent dis• 
approve and 21 pe~nt are unsure. 

Beyond his job performance, the 
poll suggest.!l a fairly strong public af• 
fectlon for the new president. Twen
ty-five percent of Iowans say they 
have very positive feelings toward 
Bush, and another 40 percent say they 
feel somewhat positive about him . 
Only 15 percent of Iowans feel Mlme
what or very negative 1oward Bush. 

As presidential starts go, this one Is 
somewhere in the middle, but history 
, uggesl8 the first readings on a presi• 
dent's performance aren't necessari
ly accurate predictions of what will 
follow. 

For example, Jimmy Carter start· 
ed with an 80 pereent approval rating 

DEATHS/low, 
JOHN WILLIAM PATI'ON 
Til91tltlh-•-•Nl .. •Stnlct 

INDEPENDENCE, IA . - John 
William Patton, 83, of Independence, 
a st.ate senator from 1964 to 1966 and 
a state representative from 1968 to 
11170, died of a stroke Wednesday ata 
local care center. Services will be at 
1:30 p.m. today at White Funeral 
Home. He Is survived by his wife, 
Alma; a daughter, Lois Brimmer of 
Independence; a son, Douglas of 
Washington; four sisters, Alice Fiel
der of MerTitt Island, Fla., Irene Wil
liams of Tampa, Fla., Mary Kaney of 
Atlanta and Florence Snapp of Wa
terloo; six grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren. 

but finished with a meager 31 percent 
jusl before he lost to Ronah1 Reagan 
in 1980. Richard Nixon began his first 
term with 70 percent approval , but 
everyone knows what happened to 
him. Let history record. however, 
that Bush's first job approval reading 
!n the state is higher than the first one 
recorded hy his predecessor, Ronald 
Reagan (54 percent). 

The Iowa Poll, conducted Feb. 27 
to March 8, asked the following: 
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CORRECTIONS I 
CLARIFICATIONS 

• An article In Thursday's Business 
section about the nomination of Rob
ert Rigler as state banking superin
tendent Incorrectly listed tile date on 
which hill four-year term begins. The 
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Senate considers tax increase for schools 
By THOMAS A. FOGARTY and JONATHAN ROOS 
11.o .. ,mSt•HWr_, 

The Iowa Senate tentatively ap
proved a USO million state income 
tax increase Friday and earmarked 
the mouey for reduction of property 
taxes used to support Iowa 's public 
schools 

On a 24-19 vote, lawmakers 
amended a bill that would rewrite the 
formula for distributing more than 
$1 billion in state ald to schools . 

Meanwhile, the Iowa House began 
debate Friday on its own school fi 
nance plan. and much of that debate 
also focused on property tax rellef. 

Both chambers-adjourned for the 
weekend before reaching a final vote 
on the school finance measures. 

The tax shift amendment, offered 
by Senator Berl Priebe, an Algona 
Democrat, would raise personal in
come taxes by limiting to 50 percent 
the amount ol federal income tax that 
could be deducted for state purposes. 

The resultinl! increase in state tax 
collections would then be used to re
duce the basic school lev y, which is 
uniformlysetacrossthestateal$5.40 
per $1,000 valu:ition. The infusion of 
$150 million from the income tax 
would allow a reduction in the school 
levy lo 13.30 per Sl.000 valuation. 
Focus Shifted 

The Priebe amendment shifted the 
discussion from one of education poll• 
cy to one of tax policy. Gov. Terry 
Branstad and legislative leaders had 
hoped that floor debate wouldn't take 
such a turn. 

Supporters of the amendment ar-
11ued that Iowans are overburdened 
by property taxes, the bulk of which 
go to support education. "The proper
ty tax situation is just out of hand." 
said Senator Leonard Boswell, a Da
vis City Democrat who supports the 
shift. 

Senate Minority Leader Calvin 
Ilultman. a Red Oak Republican, ar• 
gued against the amendment. 

",That's not true relief at all." said 
Hultman. "Talk about smoke and 
mirrors, talk about deceit - that 's 
what this is," 

The issue of deduc ting federal 
taxes on state income tax returns was 
one of the most divisive elements of a 
1987 tax battle that consumed the 
regular legislative session and ulti
mately took two special sessions to 
resolve. 

Iowans for Tax Relief, an anti-tax 
group led by David Stanley of Musca
tine, opposed the elimination of fed
eral tax deductibility then and contin
ues to do so. Some lawmakers 
worried that lntrOduction of th e issue 
into the school aid debate could spark 
a protracted polillcal battle much 
like the 1987ta• fight 
School Budget Increase 

In other action, tbe Senate put It- I 
self al odds with Branstad and the 
House on a proposal to permit local 
school dis tricts to exceed by 10 per
cent the limits placed on their annual 
spending by state law 

The budget increase. which Bran
stad and other supporters say is nec
essary to give needed financial flexi 
bility to school distri cts, would be 
financed by a combination of state 
aid and local property taxes 

On a 32-11 vote, the Senate adopted I 
an amendment offered by Senator 
Emil Husak, a Toledo Democrat, to 
require a vote of school district resi
dents before such an increase can 
take effect. 

Husak argued that the voters 
should ha ve their say before their 
taxes arc increased by school boards. 

However, the House defeated a 
similar proposal on a 49-40 vote. 

Representative Florence Buhr, a 
Des Moines Democrat, said school 
boards will need the extra money and 
they should be trusted to make the 
right decision. "We're not talking 
about a lot of fluffs that these school 
boards will be able to put on the local 
taxpayer," Buhr said. 

House Republicans charged, how
ever, that if most school districts take 
advantage of the spendin 11 option, 
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property taxes could increase more 
than $100 million statewide. 

The budget increase could be im
plemented by a school board for five 
years. Voters would have to approve 
for the Increased spending to be in 
effect longer than that. 

Senate Education Committee 
Ch9irman Larry Murphy, an Oelwein 
Democrat who managed the school 
aid bill in Senate debate, said th e fi
nancial survival of some districts 
may depend on the ability of a board 
to increase its annual budget be)•ond 
state-ordered limits. 

On other issues. the Senate adopted 
an amendment that brings it Into 
agreement with the House bill on the 

lss ue of budget guarantees Bra n 
stad '! school ftnant:1! proposal woulc 
guarantee that no district ijllffers a 
budget decline, even if its enrollment 
decllnea. 

The House and Senate school fi 
nance versions now call for elimina
tion of that guaranLee after three 
years. 

The House moved toward the Sen
ate version by voting to ca rma ik 
13.5 million for school di str icts wnh 
high transportation costs . and ap
proved another S3.5 million for Sl)('

cia! needs of tlisLrict.s that are span;e
ly populated or , con\'crsely, draw 
their students fro m crowded ur bnn 

Branstad signature makes 
open enrollment official 
By THOMAS A. FOGARTY 
llt91>,.,.Slll!Wrtlt< 

calling it historic legislation, Gov. Terry Branstad Friday signed into law a 
measure that allows Iowa paren ts to enroll tlieir children in any school district 
in the state. 

The new open enrollment law "represents this state's extraordinary coro
mitment to ensuring that our children wm be able to succe$fully compete 
with chlldren rrom across the world for the jobs of the 21st century," Branstad 
said at a signing ceremony in his Capitol office. 

Minnesota is the only other state with statewide open enrollment. 
Not all elements of the Iowa educational establishment welcome the new 

competltion among districts for students. Branstad addressed those concerns, 
saying the bill should not be viewed by school boards and administrators as a 
threat. 

Branstad pledged that the Iowa Department of Education will watch closely 
the shifts In student enrollment that may be caused by open enrollment. If any 
ill effc<:ts become apparent, Branstad said, he'\l a5k the 1..egislature lo amend 
the law. 

Branstad's action came one week after the Iowa Senate gave fi nal legisla
tive approval to the measure on a 26-20 vote, Branstad asked lawmakers for 
open enrollment legislat ion in bis message to lawmakers in January, so his 
approval of the bill never was in doubt. 

Parenti; may send their children to a district other than the one in which they 
live beginninl! with the 1990-91 school year. For the fir.st year, districl5 may 
cut off transfers that would cause them to lose more than 5 percent of their 
enrollment. In succeeding years, school officials will lose that authori :y. 

Twelve districts - mostly large and urban - could put off open enrol lment 
for a year if they have concerns that it would adversely affect the racial mlx of 
their student bodies. 

~ , SAYS: 
._ SELLS CARS 

ALL NEW 

1989 MERCURY COUGAR 

• Automat1c Transmission • AM / FM Stereo Casset1e 
• PowerSteering • Power Seals 
• Power Brakes • Power Wmdows 
• Factory Air Conditioning • Power Door Locks 
• T1ltWheel • Rear Defroster 
• Cruise Control • Power M11rors 

$2,000 OFF 
LIST PRICE VALUE 
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