
Astros' Speed Latest Price for Murphy 
Bass, Young Spice Trade Interest as Mets Pull Out manager Bobby Cot, 1 trade in

volvini Murphy lhls spriOI "prob
ably won't happen." The Mets in• 
rormed the Braves on Monday 
that they no longer plan to conUn· 
ue pursuing Murphy, and Cox 
says the San Diego Padres have 
come to the conclusion they're not 
going to be able to satlsl) the 
Braves' demands ror Murphy. Cox 
has started to rocus most or his 
trade attention on the Houston 
AsiroJ. 

By Ttreace Moore :~~tath~~~ :.~:~: :r:n:1:. 
St#IWl'fttr volving Murphy was the most Im-

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - portant item for the New York 
As the rain tell outside Municipal reporters and photographers at 
:td~8~ 1~n1 ~::rm:s'tn~I~~ : 0e01:m:.ama' rained-out exhibi-

lhe ~e"~:1:~ c:~~:,~:·wlth "I gueu they (the New York 
the Invasion of the New Yori :~l:k i:rw:r:a1l~:~~ 
writers," said Murphy. ""This is referring to last week's spring
the first Ume I've seen them since training fight between Darryl 
all the talk started about me PGS· Strawberry and Keith Hernandez 
slbly going to the Mets. 1 told • during the Mets' team picture 
:~~:;~ .. I was a pretty bori11.1 day. "It's difficult to say whether 

ll didn't matter. Since the f.~e"Fo1u!:~:te~nat~~e~~t~~~ca~ ::~nY:r:, ~~e:cebre:;~:;.i:ri Is off. After all , nothing really 
change on Tuesday, the news that hap:~~~ng to Braves general 

Cox is interested In Astros 
outfielders Kevin Bass, 29, and 
Gerald Young, 24, both speed• 
sters. Bass has averaged 17 home 
runs and 76 RBI since 1985. 
Young nnlshed his rookie season 
.last year with a .257 balling aver• 
age. "We have to see if they're se
rious In what they (the AstrosJ 
want to give up," Cox said. 

~s. 
Jolinson 

Hawks 'Kareemed' 
On Goodbye Night 
Of Abdul-Jabbar 

ll was a night for winter fantasies. for shedding our 
longjohns and electric blankets and dreaming spring
time dreams. 

An afternoon In June, perhaps. 
A hot, sultry afternoon In the South when the bit· 

ing chill of early March has long since given way to • 
postseason fever, and memories or healless nights in 
Miami have all but disappeared. 

A rematch, perhaps. 
It was a night when the Hawks might have told us 

where all of this wu going, and whether we should 
save our hearfelt goodbyes for another time. Tuesday 
evening in The Omni was billed as Kareem Abdul.Jab
bar's curtain call In Atlanta, the final puncutation 
mark to a career that spanned several genentlons and 
stamped the 7-root-2-lncb skyhook wonder as the great• 
est center who ever played the game. 

And that's exactly what it was, I'm afraid. To the 
question that has dogged this city since the arrival or 
Moses Malone last August now comes an answer. Will 
we see the Hawks and Los AngeleJ Lakers, the two
time defending champions, in a wondrous rematch in 
June in the 1989 NBA Finals? Sad to say, nn. way. 

Not this year, at least 
Not until the Hawks finally grasp the secrets that 

have dangled just beyond their reach throughout this 
season of change. The home team's hopes of playoff' 
brilliance In 1988-89 may have been slayed on this 
night when the team of the '80s came to town, adminis
tered its singular lesson in basketball success, then 
said its farewells with a wave and a 108-97 triumph 
tha~ as they say, wun't really that close. 

Not when It mattered, at least. 
Not when measured by any standard other than 

pcints. Not when measured by guile, by patience, by 
trust - the three ingredients that separated the vic
tors (even though the Liters ain't what they used to 
be) from the vanquished on this night, and provided 
with a standard against which the Hawks, now and for• 
ever, should be judged. 

For nothing have the Laken won enough champi• 
onship rings this decade to be fitted for a champion• 
ship glove. For nothing have they endured roster 
changes, Injuries, lntrasquad turbulence and the pres
sures created by their enviable success throughout the 
decade. The Lakers discovered the secrets years ago 
through a painful evolution, through seasons or an
guish administered by teams from Boston, Houston 
and PhlladelphlL 

Right now, the Hawks haven't ~id their dues. On 
TuesdlY, the ftrst bill arrived, special delivery. 

To understand the price of ultimate succeas, study 
the final nine-plus minutes of the laen' visiL Maybe 
even longer, to the start or the Rnal period when two 
men of similar sartorial style played their game or • • 
"coaches chitken." At one end or the noor, Pat Riley 
rested his mainstay, Magic Johnson. At the other end, 
Mike Fratello nurtured precious moments for Moses 
Malone, the hardest w0Rir1& man In show business, 
and Dominique WIikins. Said Fratello: "You're just 

RENEE'HANNANS,'Stlll 

Dominique Wilkins scores over Liken' James 
Wortby(rl)lhl) and Karffln Abdul-JabbarOell). 

buying time." 
The Hawks' cache dwindled first, as their M-84 

lead with 9:28 on the clock was sliced and diced by a 
running sky number from the 42-year-old goggled one, 
a ridiculously easy running finger-roll by James Wor
thy and two Byron Scott fi'ee-throws that gave LA a 90-
85 cushion before Fratello, hoarse now with fear, 
could summon the cavalry. 

It was more than a minute later when Riley finally 
buClcled under and reinforced bis lineup by recalling 
Magic to the floor. By then, the Hawks were weaken
ing, their thunder diminishing. Six straight misses, sil• 
ly misses. Twenty-footers from Jon Koncak and prayers 
from the key from Cliff Levingston - Remember Bos-
ton? -that weren't answered. 

It was later 92-90, but then the roof fell in. Or was 
it the sky? As In a running zinger following an illegal
defense free-throw that ignited a 13-2 Lakers explo
sion, which was sandwiched around a stilted Hawks 
display of Impatience and fadeaway bombs that said, 
fi'anldy, not this year. 

The theme most apparent in the victorious locker• 
room was trust, a trait that was exhibited as the Lak
ers frustrated the Hawks out of their flrst options then 
executed their own plays until a seam In the defense 
could be exploited."We Were trying to pound the ball 
Into the post, and It Just didn't work," said Doc Rivers. 
Trusl 

Said Byron Scott, the Lakers guard: "Every year, 
we've grown. Now when the game's on the line we've 
got four or five guys out there that trust one another. Jf 
Magic calls someone's number, we've all got faith that 
the guy'JI deliver." 
' On the other side or the building, Fratello was su• 
pressing his thoughts. ''The caliber of team we played 
against makeJ you see what we can do better, what you 
can improve upon." 

Such u? 
Silence. 
"Things just show up against the Lakers that we 

can't do anything aboul" 
Such as? 
Silence. 
"What can I say?" 
How 'bout. Walt 'tll next year. 
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"" Braves' Dale Mwpby, suijecl 
of trade speculation for 
months, Is no longer being 
sou)lhl by lhe Meis. 

Sutton Likely to Become 
Broadcaster for Braves 

By Prentis Rogers 
Staj/Wriltr 

Fonner major-league pitther 
Don Sutton is expected to be
come the fifth member of the At
lanta Braves broadcasting team, 
according to sources close to 
TBS. 

Negotiations between Sutton 
and TBS on a multiyear deal 
have not been completed, but the 
plan calls for Sutton to fill in as 
a part-time announcer on radio 
and television this year and then 
become f'ull Ume next year as Er-
nle Johnson's replacemenl John
son will retire at the end of this 
season after 25 years as a Braves 
announcer. 

"We've been talking to Don 
Sutton. We think he's an enor-
mous talent and we hope to set
tle the deal in the near future. 
But it im't done by any stretch," 
said TBS Spcrta vice president 
Don McGuire. 

Sutton would join Skip 
Caray, Pete Van Wieren, Billy 
Sample and Johnson. He Is ex
pected to sta~ In April, fflliOI In 
when Caray and Van Wleren are 
tied up with the NBA playol'fs on 
TBS. 

Sutton also would fill in dur
ing the season ror Johnson, who 
will cul his schedule by !IO to 60 
ganies this year. 

Agents: Iowa Played Harmon . 
While Academically lneligihl~ 

By Chris Morlensen 
SlaffWrUtr 

CHICAGO - The University or 
Iowa perpetrated a fraud by using 
star running back Ronnie Harmon 
in its 1985 Big Ten championship 
season, defense lawyers for sports 
agents Norby Walters and Lloyd 
Bloom said Tuesday. 

Harmon's academic transcripts, 
subpoenaed in pretrial action by 
Walters and Bloom, revealed that 
the player had a 1.69 grade-Point 
average (GPA) by his senior season, 
short or the 2.0 minimum then re
quired by conference rules. 

Hannon played every game that 
year, including the Rose Bowl, be
cause Iowa certined he was eligi
ble. University officials, including 
athletic director Bump Elliott, will 
testify today. They were unavailable 
for comment Tuesday. 

Harmon, now with the Buff'alo 
Bills of the NFL, was the govern• 
ment's first witness in the trial of 
Walters and Bloom on charge1 of 
racketeering, mall fraud, wire fraud 
and extortion stemming from their 
dealing.s with more than 50 college 
athletes. • 

The prosecution earlier played 
to the jury a conversation Harmon 
secretly taped when Walters made a 
high-pressured, fast-talking sales 
pittb to the running back on March 
10, ISM, prior to his senior season. 

• During Walters's recorded pitch 
to Harmon and his father, Jesse, In 

I the agent's New Yortc office, he Ilk• 
• ened the concealment of his deal 
with the player to cheating on In• 
come taxes. 

"Dig it, it's just like income tax. 
... The name of the game is that we 
don't give 'em their money unless 
we have to. That's the name or the 
game," Walters said on the 40-min
ute tape. 

But the defense accused Har• 
mon of cheating Walters of almost 
$50,IXX> he never repaid the agent 
and accused Iowa of cheating on 
NCAA and Big Ten rules to keep 
Harmon eligible for his senior 

Webb reminded Harmon, a com-: 
munications major, that he took two: 
courses between his junior and sen,. / 
ior yean in an elTort to get off' aca• :· 
demic probation. 

"You took 'Water-Colors Paint-! 
ing,' and 'Elementary Spanish," ' : 
Webb said to Harmon, who did not; 
dispute him. "You withdrew from . 
Spanish. You got a 'D' In Water Col-: 
ors, right? And you still did not ,et: 
off' academic probation, correct? : 

season. "But you still played football. ) 
Cross-examined by Bloom's at- You still played in every game.: 

tomey, Dan Webb, Harmon reluc- Correct?" : 
tantly agreed that he had not met Webb pointed out that an.er: 
minimum academic standards at Iowa played In the Rose Bowl on: 
Iowa to remain eligible. Jan. l , 1986, Harmon withdrew from \ 

Presiding U.S. District Judge school. ; 
George Marovich decided the issue The government went Into deo ; 
of Harmon's academic standing was tails over Walters'• and Bloom's re-; 

h:~e;::~~~t~!r:J~~dBic!~ ~~:~~e:~n~~e:n~.:bWsh: ! 
derrauded universities when they that Walters post.dated the contract : 
Induced the athletes to ralsely certi· to Jan. 2, 1987, as part of the plan to : 
fy their eligibility for scholarship conceal the agreement from the , 
benefits. school. : 

Walters and Bloom are trying to Walters's taped sales pitch often : 
show that the universities them- drew smiles, head-shaking and mur- , 
selves falsely certified documents to fled laughter in the packed federal : 
keep the players playing football to courtroom. On the tape, he called : 
generate "millions of dollars." hims.elf ''the agent of the stars." • 

Webb tried to show that Iowa Walters allegedly spread $2,500 : 
went to great lengths to get Harmon · in cash on his desk In the middle of: 
academically eligible. Harmon's the presentation and, according to · 
GPA was 1.62, Ul6 and 1.69 his first the tape, promised to make at least : 
three years in classes such as "Bil- $250 monthly payments. Hannon ac-: 
liards, Coaching Football, Bowling, ·• cepted the deal. • 
Soccer, Coaching Basketball, Offlci- Harmon testined that be was : 
ating, Intramural Athletic Football paid al least a $1,CNX> bonus for In-: 
and Special Conditioning Football," troducing teammate Devon Mitthell : 
said Webb. to the agents by telephone. 

Johnson's Coach: Steroid Use Necessary \ 
11,e Auor.latrJ l'rr11 

TORONTO - Ben Johnson Is the greatest sprinter 

~~~llnt::·s::S~~~~~~~~~~!?!~r r::~a~. small 
"Anabolics played a role, as they did with his com

petitors," Charlie Francis told a Canadian commission 
on drugs and athletics. "I believe he was on a level 
playing field . , . and he was winning. He Is the best 
sprinter of all time, I'm convinced or thal" 

The coach made his commenll in his fifth day of 
testimony to the commission, which was fonned after 
Johnson was striAPed or his 100-meter 10ld medal at 
the Seoul Olympics when he tested positive for 
steroids. 

Francis has outlined steroid use by Johnson since 
1981, Including injections he pve, saying It was neces-
111)' to keep up with the competition. He aaid illegal 
substances could explain only one ,percent or I perfor
mance, the rest being detennined by years of work and 
training. 

As he ended the direct testimony Portion of his a~ 
pearance, Francis rftid the chalnnan of the Canadian 

• Track and Field Association agreed to try to give him : 
advance warning if his agency Instituted random drug: 
testing before the Olympics. : 

The official, Jean-Guy Ouellelte, was "determined · 
random testing not occur before the Olympic Games," : 
Francis said. "He also went further and nld If In fact : 
random testing was put In, he would attempt to become · 
lm·olved in the process so that we would find out and : 
have some advance warning." • 

Ouellette, silt.in, outside the bearing room, denied : 
the allegation. • 

Taking steps to eliminate the use or Illegal sub- : 
stances In Canada - while cheaUnc went on ellewbere : 

~:~i/~:i::; i:1:u~~sa:~"\e'!~11~!'~?ii1:i: : 
equivalent of being nuked." : 

Francis said the optimal benefit for sprinten after : 
~terold use Is ~ to 50 d~ after use Is stopped, making : 
1t easy to regulate steroid use In training periods with 
no chance of being caught by a test In competition. 
"The main beneflts are in the training period," he said. 
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