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Former University of lowa running back Ronnie Harmon testified Tuesday that he played football his
senior year even though he was on academic probation, and that he believed he was in violation of NCAA

regulations.

Harmon, the first athlete to take the witness stand in the trial of New York sports agents Norby Walters
and Llovd Bloom, also disclosed that he secretly tape-recorded Walters as the agent attempted to persuade|

Harmon to hire Wallters as hisagent.

On the tape played in court, Walters could be heard bragging to Harmon and his father, Jesse, that he was

the "No. 1 salesman of black entertainment in the world.”

At that meeting, Walters and Bloom handed Harmon $2,500 after he signed a secret contract for Walters

to represent him in negotiations for a professional contract.

In all, Harmon testified that he received more than $64,000 from Bloom and Walters before he dumped
them as his representatives a few days before he signed with the Buffalo Eills in August, 1986. Included

was a $29,000 downpayment on a $64,000 Mercedes that Harmon still drives.

Harmon ‘s disclosures about his academic background and the existence of the tape recording became the

focal point of the day"s testimony before District Judge George Maraovich and a jury.

Walters, 58, and Bloom, 29, are on trial on multiple charges that include extortion, mail fraud,

racketeering and obstruction of justice.

The prosecution has charged that the schools were defrauded of scholarship money conferred on the

athletes who accepted cash from the agents in violation of NCAA eligibility rules.

Testifying under cross-examination by Dan Webb, an attorney for Bloom, Harmon said that to play

football, he had to be on good academic standing with Iowa.

He recalled that after he was put on academic prebation in May, 1985, he enrolled in a “water colors

painting” eourse that summer to raise his average. Harmon said he received a "D" in the course.
"So you were on academic probaticn, but played that fall, played every game. Is that right?” Webb asked.

"Yes," Harmon said.

"Are you aware that the university certified you to play?” Webb

"I’ know I played," Harmon responded. Then he volunteered, "Are you saying I was ineligible?” Webb did

not reply.

Towa football coach Hayden Fry vehemently denied later Tuesday that Harmon ever played while

academically ineligible.

"A lot of guys are on academie probation from semester to semester, but they are still eligible,” Fry said. "It

depends on what the cumulative

(grade-point) total is; it depends on how mueh a "D would bring it down. It might still be enough to be

eligible."

"There hasn 't been anyone who s ever played here who was academically ineligible by NCAA rules, No

one at the university would permit that."

Webb produced a copy of Harmon 's transeripts, which showed that Harmon never gracduated from lowa

despite taking courses such as "billiards,”
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