
Sports agent Norby Walters, shown ata c:ourt hearing lo Alabama last 
year, will be back in court Ibis week as his Chicago trial begins. 

Walters-Bloom Trial: 
A Serious Soap Opera 
Latest Documents Kill 
Any Notion of Frivolity 

By Chris Mortensen 
SwJfWrllf.r 

CHICAGO - Lloyd Bloom is di• 
vOrced f'rom actresS/moclel Donna 
Denton, but he was allowed by a 
federal judge to return this week­
end to the condominium the couple 
still shares in Los Angeles. 
• Denton, a fonner co-star of the 

"Mike Hammer" television series, 
which is in new production, cur­
rently is playing the role of Althea, 
a new villainess for the TV soap op­
era ''General Hospital." 

"She's doing greal," Bloom said 
this week. 

In real life, Bloom and former 
associate Norby Walters are being 
portrayed as villains by the prose­
cution in a U.S. District Court trial 
here that is scheduled to get under 
way this week and promises some 
soap opera-like stories. They aren't 
doing so great 
~ Walters, 58, and Bloom, 29, each 

face maximum penalties of 70 years 
imprisonment and $2 million in 
fines stemming primarily from their 
dealings with college athletes as 
sports agents Crom 19&H7. 

Any notion that the prosecutors, 
Q.S. Attorney Anton Valukas and 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Howard 
P.earh had a rrivolous case was 
shattered Friday with the filing of 
two separate doc.uments: 

■A government proffer revealed 
that reputed mobster Michael Fran­
zese will testify he was a silent 
P.artner In Walters and Bloom's op-­
eration; furthennore, Franzese Will 
tesllfy that he allowed the two 
agents to use his reputation as a 
prominent organized crime figure 
to "obtain and retain cllenls." 

■ Walters , Bloom and college 
athletes were committing criminal 
f'raud when they engaged in secret 
contractual agreements and pay­
ments in order to remain eligible to 
receive schOlarship benefits, U.S. 
District Court Judge George Maro­
vich wrote in an opinion and order 
denying motions by the agents to 
di~miss the charges. 

Marovich predicated his opin­
ion on the assumption that the facls 
surrounding the allegations in-the 
federal grand jury indictment last 
Aug 24 are true. 

The gbvernment is expected to , 

~=~ ~ft~sif~~;it~a:~:r.~~-1 
and Bloorii def'rauded universities 
when they contracted with college 
athletes who then signed documents 
to l'e(eive scholarship benefits. 

Though Walters and Bloom 
dealt with 57 athletes from 32 
schools, just seven schools involving 
10 athletes are named in the indict­
ment as victims of the mail and 
wirel'raud. 

The players and schools named 
are Garland Rivers and Bob Perry­
man of Michigan, Mark Ingram of 
Michigan State, Rod Woodson of 
Purdue, Ronnie Hannon and Devon 
Mitchell of Iowa, George Swarn or 
Miami, Ohio, Paul Palmer of Tem­
ple and Robert Banks and Alvin 
Miller of Notre Dame. 

Additionally, through a pattern 
or alleged racketeering activity, the 
government will try and prove Wal­
ters and Bloom used Franzese's 
reputation to threaten at least rour 
players who reneged on contractual 
aJlreements. 

The government has at least 
seven tape recordings or conversa-1 
tions between the agents and ath­
letes who were allegedly threat­
ened. court documents show. 
Prosecutors also plan to play a 
lengthy tape of a "sales" presenta­
tion Walters and Bloom made to 
Harmon, the former Iowa running 
back, in March 1985. 

Bloom was also charged with 
defrauding Palmer, the Kansas City 
Chiefs running back and 1986 Heis• 
man Trophy runner-up who subse­
quently had his school records 
stripped by Temple, of $145,<XX>. 

Bloom spent Palmer's money on 
numerous personal items, including 
a down payment on a Rolls Royce. • 
The car has since been sold to Ran­
dy Jackson, Connerly of the Jackson 
Five musical group. That's Qie same 
group Wailers and Franzese alleg­
edly tried to extort in 1981, accord­
!~ to the indictment 
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HOW THE CASE VS. WALTERS, BLOOM DEVELOPED e 
1987 

March ~ I was reported that w.iera and Bloom 
had flied lawsuits against tom,er OOll9Q8 stal'ldOutl 
&ent Fullwood OI AUbt.m and Terrence Aaglllf al 
Clemson, charging that the players signed contracts 
and aoc:ep1ed money be4ore their senior seasons last 
fall - vlolatlons of NCAA rules - and then reneged 
on the oontracts. 
April 21: l.hlvaralty of Washlngtoo defensive aind 
Reggie Rogers, In a lawsuit flied against Walt81'8, QaVe 

m:11~:e~'.':u~~=.~ :f1~nt,,lr fa~ 
pared," tooll: SS,000 cash out al the brlefcue and 

~~;:~=M~-=oor~n~~~ 
breaking NCAA ru!as by aooepUng the money and 
signing aoontract. 

~c 1: =~":..!~~ :=ra"IIS~ 
Bloom. Several athletes and athledc directors were 

~~-•~:r1::·~0:~rr~l: 
mall fraud, wire fraUd, extortion and violation ol the 
RICO (Rdcketeering Influenced Co.-rupt Organlzatklos) 

~~~~·~:::ti~ 
fraud against coNegea ~ signing OOfllracts In Ylola­
tlon of the terma of th9!r sls,ied acholar&hip$. 

=i:--~r:~ ~~:~:.ll=~~the-/dco:; 
feoe up lo one yea, in Jail ro, fraud and tax evasion. 
JurMt 7: II was reported Iha! the U.S. Attorney·• office, 
FBI, Big Ten and Souheutern Conlelence had invea­
gaated" the posalblllty ol polnt•shavlng In ~•met 

.~~t1:ma~baak~=~= 
both of~ were obligated oontractual~ to Walters 
and Bloom. No INldenoe ot tampering was c:lecov­
ered, but Alabama fllhletic director Slaff Sloan said, 

~!rY~me 0: ~=bl~~ ~Jl:·1: 
oolJd ruin ooleqe atNetlcs." 
JUM 10: It was reported thal ITl4Wl)' athletee mp11cat­
ed In the grand Jury lnveellgation may have an oppor-

~~:.~V:n ~:;;.: =:m~ a~1: 
oordlng to Richard Margolis, attorney lor former Cl11T1-

r~ar:1 :r:n:~:~J~ iri1:o ~ ~ 

JIIIJ 21: Bloom dl9CIOIHld tnet he and Waltera have 
purehaled Information - lncl!Jdjng phone nLmberl 
- on COiiege ltl'Ntas from NFL scouts. TlllS marked 
the first time anyone ln the NFL had been Unlced lo 
the Watters-Bloom case. 
JutJ H: It was reported tha1 the University ot Texaa 
would declare Jamaa Lott. a delansMI back on the 
loolblll t&am and a ttv.e.tlme NCAA champion high 
Jumper on the track team, ineligible for his aenlot saa­
son In both spon:a because he accepled money- lrorn 
wann sncl Bloom. Reminded ol his earlier statement 

::i ~~~ ~~bs~·\i:r:f 
glbillty, Bloom 181d, "I QIJIIJS! l forqo1 one." 
Aug. 11: It was reported that Bloom had beCome the 

=N~l~~;i~u:= 
union member. "So 
NFLPA has no Juris-

The NFL 'amounced • would conduc:I a 
supplemental drall on Aug. 281or Ohio Stata's Carter 
and Pitt"s Gladman, both of 'MIOm were declared lnel-

~ ~at:' =:-:r:: = 1::~ 
lege coaches and alhletlc directors around the 

..... 21: The NCAA winounced a concltlonal "am­= program" and reinstated Pitt defensive back 
=l~a-=ft:da~ with Investigations con-

~ei:7d1~:11~=t:1:i:~= !:p: 
mental d1atl. Rozelle anoounced after the meeting 

~fu~\:~:::a:i,~ ~~~ 
the reinstatement 01 Cartllf'I and Glaclman's ellglbllity 
lnllght al Austin's reinstatement 
Aut, 21: Ohio State and Pllsald they wOU:d not ap­
peal to the NCAA !Or reinstatement ot the ellglbllity of 
Carter and Glaclman. Among the reasons: Carter and 
Gladman had repeatedly denied Involvement with 
Walter. and Bloom. 
siiiie:niNFlconductedaaupplementaldraftioi 

~~w:1=811 ~~ ~t~ndPl:J: 
de!phla Eagles, and GladmM was not selected h sny 
otlhe12rounds. SeveralNFLteamssaldlheydlcl"?I 
participate In support of the colleges' protests. Pitt 
coach Mike Gottfried banred the Eagles and BLESTO. :.~••= which the Eagles sub8ctibe, ll'om 

sipi. 11: carter filed a $4-miliOn la'NSIA agalnsl Wal­
tn and Bloom !or damages he 8UStained in losing Na 
eligibility. Carter also aUegecl in the lawsuit that 'Walters 
~ed,byrefer.-.catoWal:e!a'1abllitylohaveare-

~cal=·~,:~~~~8a~SLJ!!er 
Nov. 4: NFLPA arblrator John Culver, a former U.S. 
Senator from Iowa. ruled that Harmon, now of the 
Buffalo Billa, did not have to rapay $49,054.95 01 tha 
$54,924.42 that waner,.gave tha athlete dating back 
to Harmon's Junior year at Iowa. CulYer Ned !hat the 
money was ·an hducement and not a loan, and said 
In a 30-page dacislon, "If such unlettered bribery 
were permitted, tha result COIAd be a bidding war 
among /agents)." 

1988 

Lai 2: Watters and Bloom were indicted by a Tuaca-­
looN County, Ala., grand Juy 0t1 mildemeanor c:hargett ~~~~~~::;n::n:= 
~7~~ ~-Terry Coner. during 

MMti 11: "While Watters 8C)1)91red for arralgrment 
and entered • not guilty plea to the mltdemeanor 

charg~~ ~..;~~ ~ ~bav: = said Bloom "better 1um himself In, or we wlll 
track him . .. lo all ands ot thewolld." 

April 21: A C811Jornla assilltlnt llltorray general saldl Gov. Oel.kmejlln WOUid llg'I Bloom's extradition ps,-
pn ~any ~ Bloom'• attorney, M.L '"Mike" Trope, 

~~ =~ ar:'n~: 
May1. 

iia,t:lilaeleallUUCkbl!Weenstalllpn,eecuorasnd 

~~~~ ~ ~ ~ .:.:r: 
testifysgalnstWaltersattha~May9triel. M 

~i:;:.=:::.-::=::r. 
llhlse,xp&rlM. Valeekadillendedlhestale'sdeal, 11.V­
~it:.),thoul: Bloom ~ can't get the money man, 

Mayt:Afterlltrtklngajl.rylnlhe~Wallrl'I ) 
tnal wu delayed when he entered negotiations with 
theUnivetaltyofAlsbarnafotoompensatlonofNCM 

;;8k~1on:~a~:Oera.==•,: 
May t1l To facilitate the settlerne,i, the Urweralty of , 

~.:~ot~e~. ~u~c!ra~n'!=: .I. 
$500,000 valua on ~ because Iha 8l;tlool loll the 
serviCNOlhlaaenlorseason. IR~ 
JUM 1: Waltera clellwtred a $50,000 dowrl payment > l 

~it;; :OO~ma'8ttlfor'":' ~er:,~~ 11 
Coner. He also llgned s consent deaee agreelng Jt = =~ 'TEc,:;:.~AJaW:,:. '=:;iC~~ 
eral Don Slegelman dropped Iha misdemeanor 
charges against Waltera and Bloom the Md: day. m 

==1rtt,~~rn:i:r~ I~ 

==n:o:~~~=~reed~a-~~ 
a119ln11 Walters arll Bloom In any &Ub&Bquant trial and 

:~: ~.~::~~Sw~-! •J 

:~~~~ !l~~s ~~~~::~ 
deal. "l'I. 

Aug. 24: The U.S. Attorney's Office In Chicago an- .1 1'. 
nounced that a federal grand jury had Indicted Wal­
ters and Bloom on chargee ot rflcketeerlng. extor1iOn. 1r, 

==-=~~~~~= "/ Yori! crime bou Mlchael Franzese '° the ooneplracy If! 
u a Silent partner. Also lncllcted were Cris Carter and r:J 
agent Da-.id l.lJecldeke. Carter was Charged with ITIII r.1 

~uda~~°'Ji!:ce~W: , 

c!;~=:~=7; 
1nprlaonandllneeolupto$2mlllloneactl. • i•i, 

::et!!l~~-~1=-~ira: /H~-
lerred to a minimum aecorlty federal camp In Bor0t1: ,w 
Cali!., afta- being moved Aug. 8-11 from a medium ,., 

=::Jrn~~~~:.OO~the Northern ~~ 

~~.ln~=r:-~ =~·~: 
:n~=-~1':{1=-~~" i. 
there's nothing to cooperate about," said Franzese. a iu 
reputed captain In the New York Colombo Clffll 1.'1 
I 

No¥. 17: The New Jeraey Casino Control eomrn1 .. ~o 
sloner banned Waltn tom doing business wllh ~ ,..:'• 
music sets atAtliw¢Cityculnos u longas her• t.•• 
malnsunderflderallndlctment. 

1989 

Mardl3:lnsdocorne!1filedlnoourt,theU.S.Gov- :,; 
emmentreveraledthatFranzeaewouldndNdtNtlfy M 
that he was a 8ilent partner "and lhal his role was to ·' 

=~=~;~~~'l;~ 
nlzed crlma." In another dewloprnent, Judge Maro-, 'J . 
vlc:h struck clqwn motions II')' Iha agents lo dllmlla lT 

=~~~=·~lhat~~ 
torecelwlscholsrlhlpbeneflteafteroontrlCllngwllh 1 
Wattera and Bloom. ; • 

~ 

Now those with higher e:w.ectations 
can also expect lower montfily payments. 

.. 

YOURAlITHORIZED MERCEDES-BENZ experts will be glad to explain these favorable 
DEAIER is pleased to announce an terms, available for a limited time only, ·@ 
attractive new leasing program on the 1989 in complete detail. 
300E Sedan. 
We Invite you co visit us soon, Our leasing LIKE 00 arHER DEALERS IN TilE \mRLil 

TEST-DRIVE THE 300E SEDAN AT YOUR AUTHORIZED MERCEDES-BENZ DEALER 

VISIT YOUR AUTIIORIZED 
MERCED:ES-BENZ DEALER IN ATIANTA . 
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