
Agents, and System, 
Are Going on Trial 

By MARCIA CHAMBE RS 

IN a case that promises to provide a win• 
clow Into the abuses of blg•.Ume spons 
in higher education, two sports agents 

go on trial Wednesday in United States 
District Court In Chicago. They are ac
cused or Inducing college a1hle1es 10 sign 
professional contracts In violation of Na• 
lional Collegiate Athletic Association 
rules, and of threat ening harm to some 
athletes who wanted out of the deals. 

The Prosecutors 
Anton Valukas, left, the United 
State,, A ttorney £or Chicago, and 
H oward r.,. Pearl have used a 
Federal racketeering statute to 
bring charges. 

The agents, Norby Walters of New York 
and Lloyd Bloom of cauromla, are ac
cused or wining and dining doz.ens of un
dergraduate football players, glvlng them 
and their families cash, C&ni and gUts and 
then concea Ung and postdating their con
tracts so they remained eligible to play 
tor their schools during their senior years. 

The trial Is expected to have high 
drama ror several reasons. A number of 
former college stars who are now profe~ 
sional athletes wut testify, and their testi
mony Is expected to offer an Inside look a, 
the system of Inducements and payoffs 
that has so sullied the reputation of col
lege athletics. 

In addition. the trial marks the first 
time that Feder·al racketeering charges of 
the sor1 that hove been appUed to organ• 
lwd-<:rlme figures and more recently LO 
wan Str eet Unancicrs huve been bruuWH 
against sports agents .. The expanded use 
of the Racketeer lnrhienced and Corrupt 
Organb.altons Act has caused contro
versy within the legal community In re
cent years. 

Under the act, prosecutors may seek 
stringent prison terms and high fines, and 
selz.e assets. In this case. the Chicago 
prosecutors plan to seek forfeiture of the 
agents' businesses, If the two men are 
convicted. an action that is mandatory 
upon conviction under the act. It ts the 
act's seizure provision that most 
dlslresses defense attorneys, 
who say that the seizure of a per
son's assets and longer prison 
t erms are far more severe pen
alties than those woutd ordl• 
narily attach to fraud convlc• 
tlons, 

The trial pits the current and 
p revious United States Allor. 
neys for Chicago, who are pro
fessional rivals. against each 
other. Dan K. Webb, the rormer 
United States Attorney for the 
Northern DlstrJc1 of llltnols, rep. 
resents Bloom. Anton R. Valu
k os, the current Unlted States 
Attorney and his ass1s1ant How
ard M. Peorl, who led the grand 
Jury Investigation, reprc-sent the 
Govcrnn1cnl. 

Robert Gotd, a whlte-collar•crime attor
ney from New York, represents Walters. 
United States District Court Judge 
George M. Marovich, who recently be
came a Federal judge, will preside over a 
trial that may last two months or longer. 

A Jury, which ts expected to be seated 
by next week, wlll hear t estimony that 

from 1984 10 1987 Walters. 58. and Bloom, 
29, engaged In mail lraud, conspiracy, 
racketeering and extortion In their repre
sentatifn and management of 41 college 
foolbal players and 2 college basketball 

Conti"ued on Page 8. Column l 

The Player~ 
Witnesau could include 
several prea.cnt and former 
N.F.L. players, including 
Ronnie Morris, left,, of the 
C hicago Bears: Ronnie 
Hannon or the BuHalo Bills: 
Mark Ingram and Adrian 
W hite or the New York 

. Giants; Rod Woodson or the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, and Brent 
Fullwood or the Green Bay 
Packers. 
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College Sports 

Trial for Agents and System 
Conu,,IM!d Prom Pap J 

J~• Gtorc- M . M uoridt wil 
ptfli(k Owtt the trial. ' 




