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Sp o,·t age11t No,·by J11afte,·s a11d Lloyd B/00111 ~ve,·e i11dictetlfo1· 1·acketee1·i11g c111d exto1·tio11 

BY BRUCE SELCRAIG 

I I Ill IILIGII r 01 Tl-lllR KA~lli... \· 

,e ,enlure 1nlo college ath\el
ics. e\\, York Cily sports 
agents I orby Walters and 
Llo)d Bloom \1,,ere the ulti-

1natc purveyors of cool T hey glided 
through hotel lobbies. slapped palms. 
snapped their fingers and traded outdat
ed. ultrahip handshakes \\ith their cli
ents. all of~ho1n ~ere black. -- \Ve're the 
real deal' .. they proclairned. Vilified b) 

r,,al agents. banned from campuses by 
some coaches and scrutini,ed b) the 
rBJ. the) re,eled in the controvers}. 

.. E.,eryone·s gunning for me:· Bloom 
once boasted. --R umors are all O\er J'm 
supposed to be a dope dealer:· 

T here \\as little of that bra,ado on 
display last \\eek as Bloom. 29. and 
\\'alters. 58. stood before a federal Judge 
111 Chicago and pleaded not guilt) to one 
of the most s1gn1ficant indictments e,er 
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tn\'olving mcrican sports ftcr a 
t 7-n1onth FBf in\'estigation. a federal 
grand Jury indicted the L\\O on charges 
lhat include rackclcer,ng. mail frall<l. 
and conspirac) to commit e>..tort1on. 111 
connection \.\ith the signing o f 44 ath
letes to professional cont racts before 
their college el ig1bili1y had e,pired. 

\Valters and Bloom \\ere accused of 
dealing \vith a reputed organi,ed-crimc 
figure. chea11ng one athlete out o f his 
s1gn1ng bonus and threatening ""aY\'-ard 
clients I f convicted. each faces a total of 
70 years in prison. $2 million in fines 
and forfeiture of their sports business. 

T he eight-count. 85-pagc 1nd1ctment 
ttlleges lhal \Vallers and Bloom offered 
players clothing. concert and airline 
tickets. automob1les. cash. interest-free 
loans hotel accommodations. useoflim
ous1nes. insurance pol1c1es. trips to en
terta1 n111ent events. 1ntroduclions to ce
leb1 ities. and cash to their families in ex
change for the athletes· signatures on 

contracts. '\ccord1ng lo the indictment 
the agents· standard sales pitch ~'as an 
ofTer of bet\veen $2.500 and SS.000 up 
front. v. 1lh monlhl~ payn1ents of S250 
and the Postdating of the contracts to 
make it appear that the) v.ere proper!} 
signed after the players had completed 
their last year of eligibility for the ex
clusive rights to represent the players 
\.\ hen the) turned pro. 

Some athletes signed the contracts. 
took the favors. then tried to desert \Val
ters and Bloo,n The indictment accuses 
the agents of threatening at least four of 
those pla)ers. sometimes '-'Ith promises 
to .. b1cak their legs ... T he} v.ere Ronald 
Morris l M UL M aurice Douglass (K en
tucky I. J:"erett Gay (Texas) and Ton) 
\\ oo<ls l Pittsburgh) 81001111s accused of 
telling one client. a teammate of Gay's 
.. \\'e can get someone from \ 'egas to 
co1ne dov. n and see thal [verett Ga) 
doesn·t play football again·· 

Bloom 1s also accused of defrauding 
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Walters (far left) and Bloom were not quite 
so cocky after their indictment; Franzese 
(right) insists he was not their enforcer. 

Kan,as Cit) Chiefs running back Paul 
Palme,. a fo, mcr star at Tcn1ple. into 111-
,csung nearl) ,I thirJ tlf Ills $450.000 
s1gn1ng lx1nus in a "credit repair" busi
ness. then a1.:tl1all) using Palmer s mon
e) to lea lie a S 160 000 Roi 1'>-ROyLc. pa) 
Bloo,n·ll clt1thing bill of 6.95~. pay off 
his creu11 c:11d:. anu his e'i-\\ife's rent. 
anu pa) ft)I "-at ate clasllC:, 

The indictment nlso .illegcs that nine 
cl1lleges \\ere defrauded b) the agents 
and pla}crs because the ~chools had 
a,,ardcJ sl'.holarship n1oncy to athlete-, 
v.ho had been rcndercJ ineligiblc lt) re
Lt!i,e that n1one} b) s1gn1ng thl! con 
tract-, I t 1s again!>! (',\ .\ 1c_gulatit1ns. 
not against federal la,, . for ::in athlete to 
ll1gn v. 1th an agent,, h1lc he has cl1g1b1l 
ll) 1c1nain111g Rut the go,ernn1ent 1s 
c..:harging that playe, s ,, ho acccptt:d 
ll.::hola rsh I ps a ftcr sign 1ng statcn1en ts at 
tt!sting to thei, el!gibilit) (t1n1n1i1ted 
fraud Sontc:! legal obser,crs belie,e tllat 
using the federal fraud statutes 111 this 
mnnncr 1s the ,,eakest clen1cnt llf the 
&t,,t:rnment"s cast: LS tllll ney fo, the 
~orthcrn DislriLl of l ll!no1s ,-.\ntun 
!Ton)) alukas disagree-. hut Jocs sa). 
" I think 1t·s safe ll1 sa) this 1ndictrnen1 
v.as Jcbatt:<.J .ls , igurousl) :I'.) an) r ,c 
handled ,,·hile being ,, ith the Jllsticc 
Departn1ent •• 

The chargcll slgnin~l \Vallers and 
Bll'lOm had been e,pei.:tcd ftlJ 111011 ths 
The surprise can1e ,, hen the gt,\ern
n1enl alsll allcgt:J that. 111 1984. in1p11s
oneJ organi1ed-~1 in1e 11gu1e M 1chue;:I 
J-ran1cse. 37. had supplied _50.000 1n 

sccu n1t1ne) lt) the ne,, I> l'orn1eJ sports
agent business at v\'a lters·s request. 

. POR I I I I UST RA 11 I) reported more 
th.in ~1 )C.lr ;1go that ¼'aJ1crs. ;i .succc.s.s

ful booking agent for music acts and a 
forn1e1 M anhattan nightclub o,, ncr. has 
knl''-'" 1-ran1e e lllnce his ch1ldhOt'lJ. 
F1iln/csc t0ld ST in June 1987 that "Lln
.::le orby." as he knc" \Vallers. social-
11ed ,, 1th the l·ran1esc fa111il) . ,aca
llOneJ "1th them and ,vorkeJ ,, 1th him 
on sC\.Cfnl business de.1ls 

·· Look. v.c ,\ere busincs::. allscxiates:· 
rra111ese -,aid last ,,eek from the mi11i
n1un1-secur1l) federal prison in Boron. 
Calif. ,,here he ill finishing a 10-ye;:a, 

" -,entence for racketeering. "l'n, not go- i 
C 

1ng to he and say v.e v.eren·1 But to l>a) I ~ ., 
had anything toJo,,ith hisspo1ls bus1- ~ 

J 

ncs~ that I cnntrolled it 01 called the • -
shot:,. 1s rid iculou:, I f I ga, e ll I the 
$50.0001 tll h1111 I Jon·t :,ec: a problcn, 1n 
tclhng )OU There·s nothing illegal about 
ll But ut this point l'n1 not going to con
n, rn it Truthfully . it ,,asn't a ,, htllc 
lot of n1oncy to n1e. but that ·ll beside the 
point 
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1 he 1nd1t:tn1cnt ru1 ther states that 1n 
198 1 \\'a lters cnlilltcd r ran1esc to in 
u1n1date the 1nanager or the Jackson 5 
intog1,1ng \\'a lte1s the book1ngcontra~t 
fo1 the group·s tour that yca1 \\.alters 
ne,er did get the con tract. ,-\ !though 
I ran1ese has been accused t>f ha,1ng 
had at le:tsl one enemy beaten. he says 
he never threatened anyone on behalf of 
\Valier:, t1r Bloon1. I f someone in,·okeJ 
his namt: lo accon,plt'>h the :.arne thing. 
Fran1esc says. he can't help st. 

• I resent ,,hen guys go around using 
n1y nan,e and gi,ing n1e problen1, I 1e
sent 1t ,ery. very much." ~a):, Fran1ese 

",-.\nJ 1fhc l \Valtc1sl did .. 
~ 

.. this I ,vould be ,ery up-
~ 

~ st:l v.,nh hirn. becau::.e 1t .. 
z 
• caused me anJ m) fum -

1I) a lot of aggra,ation ... 
Oid l- ran1ese . \\ ho 

,va:, n.tmed all an un111-
dicted t:ol.'.nnsp1rato1. co
t1perate \\ 1th the govern
ment to nail ¼'alters·, 
The ('l,;caxo T,·,bu,,,,. 
ciung unnan,e<l sources. 
reptH ted last '"eek that 
he did Fran,rcsc denies 

Carter, the former Ohio State 
receiver who's now an Eagle, 
was charged with mail fraud. 

.. 
4 

it. sa)111g onl) that he appcarcJ bcfo1e 
the grand jury last o,en1bcr. but exer
cised his r,fth ,\mend1nen1 right nnt to 
int:111111nate h1111llelf " I 1<.1ld then, ltht: 
Pft)'.)e1...utnrsl l couldn ' t be of an) help 
For the record. r a1n noc ClX)peraung 
,, 1th lhc gt1,e1 nn1cnt on thi'> case· 

The rB I 1n,cstiga11on begun in 
M arch 1987. short I) afcer a ri, al !>portll 
agent 1n l lhno,.,. ,,h,.1 had signed ath
lcles rrc, itllt'!>I, llndc1 1.01111 act to \Val
lers and Bloon1. ,, as beaten and slashed 
111 her ofi1ce b) a 1na:,keJ assailant I rlll1-
ically. thc,c hn,e been no arrest:, in that 
calle. and 1l ,\as not mentioned in the 
i nd1ctn1cn1 

.k\lsucharged h> thego,ernn1enl ,,ere 
the Philadelphia Eagles· Cris arter 
formcrl) of Ohio talc. and :in agent. 
l)a, id I ued<.leke. of Los ngcles Car
te, . ,, ho i:, .::oopcrating ,,·ith in,est1ga
tors \\as charged ,, 1th mall fraud anti 
obstrllctinn of j u-.uce. LuedJeke. ,, 1th 
Perjury and nhstructton or ju'>tice for 1es
t1 fy1ng falllcly before a grand Jury and 
co11ccal1ng the fact that he had paid 

ane1 5.000 111 return for C'a1 ter· s1gn-
1ng .1 contract ,, 1th hi1n FtJrt)-thrt:!e 
athletes ,, hl) h.1,e adn11tte<.l accepting 
,none) from \\'alters and B100111 ,, ill not 
be prosecuted 1n e,changc fo, their 
n1aking re titut on to their \cho<."1ls anJ 
performing up to 250 hours of con1n1uni
ty :,er\ice;: 

8100111 and \\ 'a lters did not con1n1cnt 
on the ind1ctn1en1. but the> ha,e said 
pre, 1ousl} they nre innocent of all 
charges 111al has tcnlati,ely been set 
for Ftb 27 • 
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