
IBF Loses· 
Decision: 
12 Rounds 

Trenton (AP) - New Jersey state athletic com­
missioner Larry Hazzard yesterday set next Monday's 
heavyweight title fight between champion Mike Ty­
son and Michael Spinks at 12 rounds. 

But the International Boxing Federation, which 
demanded the fight be scheduled for 15 rounds, said 
Tyson would lose the IBF heavyweight crown once he 
stepped into the ring in Atlantic City. 

"It doesn't look like it'll change before then, but 
funny things can happen," IBF spokesman Sy Rose­
man said. 

Hazzard, athletic commissioner of the State Athle­
tic Control Board, said he felt compelled to take ac­
tion because the parties had failed to reach a consen­
sus by his deadline Monday. The WBC and WBA are 
the other sanctioning bodies for the fight. 

"The Tyson camp was adamant that he would not 
fight 15. The Spinks camp didn't care," Hazzard said 
in explaining his decision. 

Hazzard also said he relied on the wording of the 
fighters ' contract in supporting his ruling. Articles of 
the agreement stipulated that Tyson had the choice 
over the fight's length, and that ifthere were a conflict 
among the WBA, WBC and IBF, Tyson would deter­
mine which would sanction the fight, Hazzard said. 

IBF president Bob Lee said he was "not surprised 
but . . . very disappointed" by yesterday's ruling. 

Spinks Gaining With Bettors 
The turmoil swirling around Tyson apparently 

has affected the betting patterns in Las Vegas on the 
fight. The odds on Tyson winning has dropped a full 
point, but he still remains a heavy favorite. 

As of yesterday, Tyson was a 4-1 favorite in 
straight betting at most Las Vegas sports betting par­
lors, according to Sonny Reizner, executive director of 
sports gaming at the Frontier Hotel and Casino. 

Reizner said that the odds had been 5-1 and even 
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Mike Tyson h.as the right to determine the length 
of Monday's fight, it was ruled yesterday. 

6-1 in some places in Las Vegas. 
"When the articles started coming out about Ty­

son's fights with ·his manager [Bill Cayton] and his 
mother-in-law," Reizner said, "people started think­
ing that those issues took away from his spirit - it 
certainly can't help him - and the odds started to 
drop. All the late money has been on Spinks. Since the 
article in Newsday, the numbers have dropped even 
further." 

A N ew.sday story Sunday revealed new details of 
domestic problems in the Tyson-Robin Givens mar­
riage. 

"I think the odds will drop even further," Reizner 
said, "until bettors become convinced that it won't 
hurt him or if something comes up that would 
counter all this bad publicity." - Manny Topol 

1st Feels Great to Tigers 
By Rich Cimini 

Detroit - The Tigers .were not supposed to be a 
contender this season. Sure, they won 98 games last 
year - more than any other team in the major 
leagues - but most experts figured the Tigers would 
not be able to overcome the loss of slugger Kirk Gib­
son, who signed with the Dodgers as a free agent. In 
spring training, they had the look of a fifth-place club. 
Mediocrity beckoned. 

Well, the team that was supposed to finish fifth or 
thereabouts awoke this morning atop the American 
League East. Tom Brookens hit a home run in the 
10th inning last night to give the Tigers a 2-1 victory 
over the Yankees, putting them a half-game in first 
place. 

First place. That's all the Tigers talked about after 

NOTES & QUOTES 
Detroit - Jose Cruz' standing continued to slip. 

After three hitless at-bats, BIiiy Martin replaced him 
with Jay Buhner though righthander Jeff Robinson 
still was on the mound ... The Yankees placed 
Wayne Tolleson on the 15-day disabled list and re­
called Randy Velarde from Columbus . . . Rickey 
Henderson decid~ he could not start tor a second 
straight day because of a stiff right leg. 

Sparky Anderson said rightfielder Chet Lemon 
probably will not play in this series because of a bruised 
left thigh. Anderson also did not have Alan Trammell in 
his lineup last night. Trammell was hit on the left elbow 
Sunday by a pitch from Todd Stottlemyre. Anderson 
said he· anticipated that Trammell would start tonight 
. . . Anderson said if Dave Winfield does not play an­
other game in his career, he is still a Hall of Fame player. 
"He already has done enough to be in it," Anderson 
said. "You can't tell me he's not a Hall of Fame player. In 
addition to the offensive numbers he's put up, he's one 
of the best defensive outfielders in baseball. I've seen 
tiim every year he's played. Never have I seen him not 
run out a ball to th~ !?est of his ~ility." - Tom Verducci 
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beating the Yankees, whom manager Sparky Ander­
son identified as "the big bullies." 

"Everybody laughed at us in spring training," An­
derson said. "When we lost Gibson, no one thought 
we could win. But now we're in first , and it feels 
great." 

Anderson's group of overachievers reacted to the 
nationally televis,ed win as if it were a September win 
in the heat of a" pennant race. There was Brookens 
telling a group of reporters that it was the biggest 
home run of his career. 

"I don't think I ever hit a homer to win a game 
before," said Brookens, who has four homers this sea­
son. "When I hit it, I'm surprised some people in the 
dugout didn't faint. It got us into first place and 
that's big for us." ' 

"You can say -that again," said Ray Knight, who 
heard Brookens' remark. 

When highlights of Brookens' homer flashed on 
the late news, players gathered around the television 
set in the clubhouse and cheered. 

Jeff Robinson was more subdued, but he deserved 
as much credit as any player. The 26-year-old right­
hander was one strike away from a shutout when 
Dave Winfield doubled off the top of the left-center­
field fence, scoring Jack Clark from first base. Before 
Winfield's hit, Robin on had not allowed an earned 
run in 32 consecutive innings. Winfield's hit deprived 
him of his eighth straight win. Instead, he settled for 
a no-decision. 

"It doesn't bother me that I didn't win " said Rob­
inson, who almost became the first pitche; to shut out 
the Yankees since Roger Clemens did it Sept. 3 . 
"The team won, and we're in first place. That's the 
important thing. " 

Robinson pitched a terrific game, striking out 10. 
It was an exhausting performance. He allowed eight 
hits - at least one in every inning except the first and 
eighth - and he threw 137 pitches. 

" The way he's pitched the last month and a half, 
he's the most dominating pitcher I've ever played be­
hind," Brookens said. "He's been unbelievable. This 
whol n h been unb li vabl o far. » 

ARENA 
Brian Sutter Is 
Blues' New Coach 

Brian Sutter, one of the most aggressive for­
wards to play for the St. Louis Blues, became 
head coach of the NHL team yesterday and 
promised to shape the club in his own image. 

" I expect everybody to come to play," Sutter 
said, emphasizing the work ethic he plans to 
instill from behind the bench as the youngest 
coach in the league. "I won't tolerate people 
that play once every three or four games." 

Sutter, 31, a left winger who played in 799 
NHL games, succeeds Jacques Martin, who was 
fired a month ago after compiling a 66-71-23 
r cord in two easons. Terms of Sutter's three­
year contract were not disclo ed. The final year 
of his playing contract, which was to have paid 
him $280,000, was included in the terms he 
agreed to as coach. Bob B rry, 44, was hired as 
an as istant and Joe Micheletti, 33, was re­
tained from Martin 's staff. Berry was an NHL 
head coach for nine seasons. 

Sutter is the fourth young former player to 
move behind the bench in recent years. Others 
are Terry O'Reilly of Boston, Jim choenfeld of 
New Jersey and Paul Holmgren of Philadelphia. 

Athletes Avoid Prosecution 
Star running backs Brent Fullwood of Au­

burn, Ronnie Harmon of Iowa and Paul Palmer 
of Temple are among 40 to 45 college athletes 
who will enter a pre-trial div rsion program to 
avoid being charged in the federal grand jury 
investigation of two sports agents, according to 
the Atlanta Constitution. 

The athletes also agreed to testify in any pos­
sible trial of agents orby Walter and Lloyd 
Bloom, to perform 100 to 250 hours of commu­
nity service, and to reimburse their former uni­
versities for their scholarships the years they 
were under contract to Walters and Bloom, the 
newspaper reported. 

Allison 'Improved' 
Veteran driver Bobby A1li on's condition r -

portedly has improved, but h continues to be 
listed in critical condition with multiple injuries 
suffered in a first-lap crash in Sunday's Miller 
500 stock-car race at Pocono. 

Davey Allison said his father has a broken 
leg, which was in traction, and fractured ribs. 
He said doctors drained fluid from his father's 
che t and relieved pressure in his skull. "He 
took a pretty good shot and he's busted up pret­
ty bad. It's going to be a long haul." 

Tennis Prizes Increased 
The men's and women's singles champions at 

the 1988 U .S . Open will r ceive a record 
$275,000 - a 10 percent increa from 1987's 
$250,000. The total pur e for this year's tourna­
ment, which will be contested over 14 days in­
stead of 13, will be $4,371,500, al o a record. 
The tournament will begin on Monday, Aug. 29, 
a change from the usual Tuesday tart. 

Furthermore ... 
Radio station WAB will broadcast New J er-

ey Devils games next s ason, nding the team's 
fiv -year relationship with WM A, th HL 
team announced . . . Lion l Hollin has been 
hired as the Suns' second sistant coach. Hol­
lins joins another former all-star guard, Paul 
We tphal , as assistants ton w head coach t­
ton Fitz immon . . . Harry Hamilton of the 
J ets, Mike Kenn of the Falcon and Deron 

herry of the Chiefs are the finalists for the 
Byron White Award, given by the FL Players 
As ociation to the player who erves his team, 
community and country in the spirit of the Su­
preme Court justice, a former NFL player . . . 
Peter We tbrook and P ter L wi n led the 

ew York Fencers Club to i ighth consecu-
tive national team championship in abre and 
foil at the United State Fencing Association 
competition in Chicago. 
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