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Memphis State: Give to charity, not agent i 
School, hopes to regain players' eligibility 

ByCllrl1llorteuen 
5'offWr#ff 

to th~e:~ ~~tteba~~~:11!':e~ 
Marvin Aleunder and Sylvester 
Gray each contribute $3,500 to char• 
ity rather thin repay the money 
owed to fonner Atlanta sports agent 
Jim Abernethy if their eligibility is 
restored. 

The proposal will be heard as 
part of Memphis Slate's appeal on 
behalf or the playen to the NCM 
on April 25. 

In the past, the NCAA has re
quired that athletes who were de
clared Ineligible ror rectivin, mon
ey offer resUtution to the soun:e as 
a condition ror relnslatemenL 

"Obviously, we don't think the 
money should go to Abernethy," 
said Memphis State athletic direc
tor Charlie Cavqnaro. "And we 
don't think the money should go to 
our Institution. So a charity, or per
haps an academic cause not associ-

ated with Memphis Stile, would be 
appropriate." 

Repayment will be made only tr 
the NCAA eligibility committee de
cides to rule in favor or Gray and 
Alexander, Memphis State·, two 
best.players. They were ruled inell• 
gible Dec. 15 when the school was 
notified or their auoelation with 
Abernethy by The Atlanta Joumal
Constitution. 

Gray would have two yean of el
igibility remaining, Alexander one. 

Memphis State had hoped the 
matter would be resolved by 
Wednesday because the national 
signing period reopened. If the ap
peal is denied, Memphis State will 
have two more scholarships to offer. 

The declaration deadline for 
underclassmen who want to enter 
the NBA dratl is May 14. 

"We'd like to get this process 
over in raimess to the university 
and the student-athletes them
selves," said Cavagnaro. 

Cavagnaro said he believes Gray 
and Alexander have paid • suffi
cient penalty to reclaim their play
ing eligibility. 

"I don't think we're asking for 
special consideration," said C1vag. 
naro. "Both players have received a 
harsh penalty. They lost virtually 
the whole season. They have taken 
an enonnous amount of abuse from 
the personal embarrassment of 
their mistake. They have been rid!-. 
culed in the newspapers, the televi
sion, the radio and in public. They' 
were the two best players on a team 
that won 20 games anyway and 
might have gone to the Final Four 
if not for this situation. 

"Both Gray and Alexander also 
were immediately cooperative from 
the time they were confronted with 
thla. They were penaJited because 
they did not come forward on their 
own. I just feel VeJ')' strongly they 
have paid their debt. They deserve 
another chance." 

Cava,naro uid the players' situ
ation cotnpares to that of University 
of Pittsburgh football player Ten,I 

Austin. Austin had his elt,lblllty re
stored after bthtJ suspended for ; 
1igning with qents Norby Watters .: 
and Lloyd Bloom. , • 

Austin, who cooperated with 
NCM and school offlcla)J. had to 
serve a two-pme suspeulon by the 
NCAA and an additional two-pme 
suspension by Pill He also hid to 
repay the qent, and 1ecure I con- . 
tract release from them. 

Gray and Alexander would have 
to be released from their conlractl . 
by Abernethy, who was unav1ll1ble 
for commenL Since Tennessee At· , . , 
tomey General Michael Cody 11 con
siderlna civil action aplnll Aber
nethy, there is some question 
whether Abernethy will release the 
playen. 

''We tried to meet with Aber
nethy back In December, but he •. 
wanted immunity f'rom any lepl ac- · •• 
lion, and we didn't feel we could do # . 

thal," said Cavagnaro. 
Abernethy did meet with 1n 

NCAA lnvesUptor three weeb -., ; 

::g~i~h1er~~ I~=:~;~~~: 
Alexander. 

Nuggets belt Lakers 120-106 
FromWlrtivpo,1, 

DENVER - Alex English scored 29 
points, Fat Lever added 
28, and Michael Adams 
had22 as the Denver 
Nugget, defeated the 

..,.!!L ~-V:J:::akt'n11:t 
for their 12th victory in the Jut 13 
games. 

It was Denver'• 50th win or the 
season again.st 27 losses, only the 
second time since the Nuuet1 
joined the NBA they have reached 
thal ngu.re. The Nuggets also won 
their season series with the Lakers 
3-2 and became the ffrst team since 
1978-1979 to win a season series 
with the Laker& and the Boston 
Celtics. The Nugget, did the honors 
then, too. 

The loss was the fourth straight 
on the road for the Laken, 57-19. 
The last time Los Angeles lost that 
many in a row away from home 
came In the nr1t rour games of the 
1984-1985 season. 

Denver used a 20-6 run in the 
second quarter, sparked by three 
straight scores by T.R. Dunn, to 
grab the lead for good aner the Lak• 
ers had opened a 41-34 advantage. 
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Danlley lead, Piilons 
over Cavalien 115-98 

DETROIT - Adrian Dantley 
scored 28 or his 7.8 points in the sec
ond half Wednesday night to lead 
the Detroit Pistons to 1 115-98 vic
tory over the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Isiah Thomas added 21 points 
as the Pistons reached the 50-vic
tory mark ror the second consecu
tive year and the third time In fran
chise• hl1tory. Larry Nance scored 
20 point,, and Brad Daugheny add
ed 18 for the Cavaliers. 

Dml0f1'(111) 
Maham M 0-0 2, ciai.; 7-15 U-15 28, laffi. 

bMrJ.160-01S.Dl.mlrs1-43-45,lhomal10-
1t 0-221, Joh'W,n 7-12N 18, Sally "8•4 12. 
Flodrlwi4-60-01.~3-42-2a.T~44~ 
25-»HS 

Knickuout Pacen 127-107 
u Ewing......, 41 poinli 

NEW YORK - Patrick Ewing 
continued hl1 torrid scorinf spurt 
with 41 Points In 28 minutes and the 
New York Knlcks coasted to 1 127-
107 victory over the Indiana Pacen . 
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Celtict win eijjblh 11raight 
by beating Buck& 123-104 

BOSTON - Larry Bird scored 
26 points, grabbed 10 rebounds and 
added 10 assists u the Boston Celt
ics increased their season-high win
ning streak to eight games with a 
123-104 rout or the MIiwaukee 
Bucks. 
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Barldey'• clutch lhree-poinltt 
lift& 76en past Bulle11 98-97 

PHILADELPHIA - Charles 
Barkley connected on a three-point 
shot at the buzzer to live the 76ers 
a 98-97 overtime victory over the 

:~~~il,:o:i:wi~~::fi'v':. Phlla-

wiiitiiiifoti (t1) 

Golden State upoeli Dalla, 

112-110 oo late Cree lhrowo 
OAKLAND, Calif. - Rookie fOr

ward Tellis Frank bit a pair of free 
throws with two seconds Jen. in the 
pme to lift lhe Golden State War
riors to a 112·110 victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks. 
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SuperSonico hammer Clippers 
113-92 behind McDaniel 

SEATTLE - Xavier McDaniel 
scored 23 points and Kevin Wll
llanu had six of his 18 during a 21·7 .. 

Seattle spurt In the second quarter, 
and the SuperSonics went on to de- ' 
feat the Los Angeles Cllppen 113-
112. .... .,_..., 
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Jol,n,on'• 37 poinli carry 
Phoenix pall Spun 123-116 

PHOENIX, Ari• - Eddie John
son scored 37 points and started a 
decisive 12-0 run in the ffnal three 
minutes u the Phoenix Suns avoid• 
ed a second-half collapse and 
stayed alive In the NBA playoff race 
with a 123-118 win over the San An
tonio Spurs. 
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