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In one night,fantasy 
tu~ into nightmare 

So Bobby Cremins was rlghl All along. 
the gray-haired basketball proressor with the 

' Brooklyn accent had poor-mouthed his 
charges, bemoanlnc this and crying about that 
Even asGeorsia Tech·• Yellow Jackets 
were amid the tlouds, soaring inexplicably 
Into a conference race that was supposed to 
elude them rrom the startlngeun, he seemed 
stunned. A disbeliever. 

And, we know now, with reason. It was 
1 all a mirage, a long-running ratry tale that 

would be transfomied into a nightmare In 
just Dne night 

• .. I was afraid the bubble was going to 
burst," Cremins said moments after the game. 

That the Yellow Jackets' cruel Moment 
of reckoning was delivered so resoundlng)y by 
messengers donning Carolina blue should 
be no surprise. For 20 years, the route to the 
ACC champlonshiP. has wound its way 
through Chapel Hill. On most occasions, the 
excursion ended there, too. Fourteen times 
the Tar Heels concluded their season with at 
least a share of the regular-season crown. 
Ten times, It was the in alone. 

This year, Carolina needed a stopover 
In Atlanta to secure its jewel. And the Tar 
Heels snatched it with a vengeance, 
stomping the Jackets on their own turf', ending 
their fantasy with a statement-making 97-80 , 
rout at The'Omni that wu -as, foronce,can 
be truly be said - not even that close. 

11 minuw1, 24-1, of perfeetwn 

Dean Smith himself seemed unable to 
appreciate the triumph. "I'm sure Georgia 
Tech had a letdown," he said. ''They were 
sky high and we were lucky to be playing them 
now." . 

Right To comprehend the magnitude of 
Carolina's effort, consider only this one span 
of time: a breathtaking 11 minutes and 24 
seconds during the second half In which the 
Tar Heels did not miss one shot rrom the 
noor, not one of the 18 orb I ta ls they guided 
toward the nets. And these weren't just 
prayers, either, but rather a procession of 
layups and dunks that seemed to Imply that 
Tech was more than beaten. It were 
demoralited. 

It began when freshman for,,,,ard Pete 
Chilcutt did a J.R. Reid hook-alike number to 
give Carolina a~ advantage, and It 

• ended when the real Reid spun, faked and 
banked the Tar Heels home with 4:10 left. · 
By then, Carolina led by an astonishing 25 
points. Chapel Hill bound, again. 

If there was anything more for Tech to 
mourn It was the future. Dean Smith, the 
strand of success that runs through all of Car
olina ti championship years, also showed he 
was well-stocked for f\tture triumphs. 

Nonh Carolina will only s,,1 be""' 
His team is led, it seems now, by more 

thah Reid, still a sophomore and planning to 
stay for two more years. Add to their 
weaPons the name Scott Williams, an 
energetic second-year center who had a 
neaN:areer night with 21 points and nine 
boards.And while Tech came In nexing Its 
muscles behind a string of admirable 

~~!:~~v;::aw~~!~~~: ~e~1ve 
glass. He nnished the night with only two 
fewer offensive rebounds (4) than all of Tech. 

And there was more', a swellina:ofyouth 
that emerged even as the pme hung in the 
balance. 

It was difficult to discern anything from 
the Initial 20 minutes. It's too often that way 
with kid Jocks. They tantalize you in one 
moment, then torture you the nexl In last 

~V::i'.~: ~~~~~ ~hi:~~~:'~~~as 
double-Jointed, was too loose, slingina: the 
basketball this way and thal And Demds 
Scott, the kid with no conscience, seemed 
suddenly aware of the ma,nltude of his 
position. 

Convenely, the Carolinians were 
swaUlng the Jackets with a glimpse of their 
l\tture. Durina: one stretch, the Heels were 
anchored by an incredibly effective yet 
precocious nve: three freshmen (guard • 
King Rice and forwards Rick Fox and Chilcutt) 

I ;:t::w.~1o':!~~in~ :~Sj::!~j:~ 
Williams, the sophomore, catch in, a blow 
on the bench. 

Toeether this young cast flnlshed the 
night with '77 Poinls and 29 rebounds, enough 
to make up for an lnvlslbleJelTLebo(l-for-
7, 4 polnls) and any other short.comings that 
might have been. 

1t was a ,roup that Smith couldn't 
believe had comeJ,hls far. "I never thought we 
would win the repilar season this year," 
said Smith. 

It was as If the Carollnacoach, in all his 
longevll,Y, wu warn int his ll'IY•halred 
counterpart at the other end of The Omni: 
Get It now because In futureyears,you can.all 
but forget about ll 

And Jull like Cremin~ he Just miiht 
also be('ihL IJ 

Sports 
THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION * THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 1988 

Abernethy verdict puts agents on defensive 
Attention turns to Walters. Bloom, Page 6E 

By David Davidson and Chris Mortenson 
Skl/fWrittrl 

While former Atlanta sports agent Jim 
Abernethy was lashing out at prosecutors, 
other prominent agents and college coach
es Wednesday left no doubt that his con• 
viction Tuesday will have a chilling effect 
on agents seekllll to represent college ath
letes with ellgibiliey' remaining. 

"We consider this one of the most 
highly political indictments possible," said 

Abernethy, who was sentenced to a year In 
jail and nned $2,000 after his conviction In 
Opelika, Ala., Tuesday on a misdemeanor 

li~'rnef{yta:r.~~s:~~e~ •rrri:«:~~~ 
perfonnanre incentives to defensive back 
Kevin Porter ot nearby Auburn Univenlty. 
Abenethy signed Porter to a contract be
fore Porter's senior seasoJL 

Abernethy, acquitted on two other mis
demeanor cbatges of commertial bribery 
and deceptive trade practices. is free after 

posting a $1,000 bond. He intends to 
appeal. 

"We feel totally victorious," Abernethy 
said. "We walked Into a court In Lee Coun
ty, Ala, where the jury was composed or 
12 local residents. the Judge (Robert M. 
Harper) lives there, it was a highly emo
tional ls.sue and· we win two of three 
counts. To win two of three in Auburn's 
backyard, that's a percentage you11 taie in 

any !r.'~~a assistant attorney general 

Donald Valeska, who prosecuted Aber
nethy, said, '1I don't think we'll see too 
much more of this kind of activity because 
now the law Is Involved." 

Of Valesb., who cbaracteriz.ed Aber-

~~~. 'ui~·~ef~:f~ti'!.rJ~ .. ~~!n: :: 
bling, bumbling, Incompetent venlon of 
Columbo (the TV detective) who came Into 
court and got spanked. 

See ABERNETHY, Page 6E 

Heels stomp Tech 97 -80 

• RICH ~ODICXS/Sllff 

Norlh C.Nlllna's J,11. Reid slams home two or his pme-hllh Z4 poln18 In Wednesday nllltl's pme, 

Time for a new·set of heroes 
Balm,,ingirla only team 
l(Jith a chance to repeal 

AA.A ~mament preview, Page BE 
By llurJI llule 

..,,w_ 
Last year'• sllte hllh school 

basketball tournament resulted In 
the discover, of a new American 
hero and a pendln1 made-for-TV 
movie. What will the 1988 touma• 
ment tum up? 

At the very least, mostly new 
thlmplona. 

Only one 1987 champion out or 
eight h■s returned to the nnal 
fours, which beein today at Macon 

~~l!;';."!!:~a~1.:u~~h'1 Alex-
Eight defending champions be

came aeven when Class AAA's Roci:-. 
dale County boys were ,tripped of 
their title two month1 aner winning 
iL The title wu declared vacant be-

~T~';/\:~:!k~= ~!~e~re~ 

NI ... Nhel ..... ...,.. ..... 
■- ClaM AAAA/AAA 
~::r~~~H 
■ - Today through Sat. 
■ &checlule/tlmea: Today 
- AAA/A; Frldey -
-AA. lalunl■y - Ali I> 
tie games. Girls at • p.m. 
■nd 7 p,m.; Boys at 5:30 
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

land Stroud became famous for 
turntna his team In. His honest.y 
earned him a place in the movies, a 
story which atlll lacks a happy 
end!~ 

Baldwin'• girla, 23-1 and ranked 
second In the Journal-Constitution 
poll, are going strong for their third 

!:~t\nc~':!u=ns:'~~e~~mpl• 

■They are one of nine teams re
mainlnc ranked either nrst or Stt• 
ond In their tlasslflcation. Last 
year, no top two teams in any cla&&l
ncatlon made the nnal four. 

• ''There really Is no favorite," 
Griffin coach James Martin said. 
"There's three other teams that 

~l~.1:~ ~f:t:; ~~:~o!:n w: 
who can put It to1ether for two 
cames." 

do :~;r:r~;t,~~~,~e~~C:st~: 
con coach Walter Johnson, whose 
Raiden loat 75-72 In the boys MAA 
final last year. "We know there's no 
consolation In ftnl1hlna: ,econd, and 
thou1h second's not too bad, we've 
already nnlshed second." 

■ Two schooll have teams that 
still must share their l)'ms. Usually 
by this point in the season, one 
team or both have been eliminated. 
Not so at Madl10n County and Tay-

See CHAMPIONS, Paga 9E 

North Carolina clinches first, 
halts Jackets' 7-game streak 

, By IJ, Rostnber1 
SMJTWrl.r 

The bubble has finally bunt 
After winning seven strallht games and placlna: ltselt 

among the nation's elite, Georgia Tech came crashing to . 
Earih with a resounding thud Wednesday night, losing to 
frequent nemesis North Carolina 97-80 before a capacity 
crowd of 16,400 at The Omni. 

The win gives the No. 6 Tar Heels (22-4 overall, 11-2 
ACCl their second straight ACC regular-season tille while 
the 13th-ranked Yellow Jackets (21-7, 8-S) dropped to 
third in the league with Duke (20-6, 8-5), a half-game be
hind North Carolina State 121-6, 11-4) 

''They just came to play and we never could get Into 
the Row in the second half," said Tech coach Bobby ere-· 
mins, who has lost 12 of 15 meetings with UNC. ''They 
played a great team game." 

car2'in~~i;h~l:h;'e~eatf!k~tssi:':i~~c: ;:r Tc:1~ ~~~ 
the first 20 minutes but no further. 

In the second half Carolina outscored Tech 56-41 and 
led 60-50 at 13:47, then 71-61 six minutes later and ~ 
with just more than four minutes to play. 

The Tar Heels went one stretch of 11 minutes, 24 sec
onds with 16 shots, no misses. For the half, the Tar Heels 
shot 72. 7 percent compared to the Jackets' 45. 7 percent 
and outrebounded Tech 20-10. 

Said Carolina coach Dean Smith, "I don't think we 
can play any better than that,. 

See TECH, Page BE 

Kentucky runs 
past Dogs 80-72 

By Thom11 O'Toole 
SlqffWrittr 

' seas~!~!f~~r~~e N~~:tt!:l'k~~::: :~i:;~ 
share of its 37th Southeastern Conference championship 
Wednesday night 

The Bulldogs fought through foul trouble and a acore
less stretch of 4:03 midway through lhe second half before 
succumbing to lhe Wildcats fM).-72 at 10ld-out Rupp Arena. • 

Kentucky, 21-5 overall and 12-5 in the SEC, can claim • 
the title outright by winning at Ole Miss on Saturday. 
Florida is the only team with a chance to catch the Wild-
cats. • 

''Tonight I tried to do a little extra because it was my 
last game here," said guard F.d Davender, who became 
the first player In school history to score 1,500 points and 
make 400 assists. "I can't call It a fair, tale because it's 
real." 

See GtX>RGIA, Page 4E 
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Central or C.rrol(ton player Walt CN1wder cbecb 
oulone or the poslen up around the ICbool. • 

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact



.!, .. .. THEAn.ANTAOONSTfflmON Tlm-..lar,Mareli.31 1988. 

~,:·---~..--==A..=_ITTA_ -_ ---~-__,_ 
Prosecutors take aim at Walters, Bloom 
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1Nets shock Celtics 
1n Boston 117-107 

From Wirt Rql0rl1 LA. CNppan ,a 23 1t ~ to 
:BOSTON - The New Jersey Nets DltrDlt 21 11 • n-1n 

:~· l won only their second C: f21~ ~~~~~ 
: roadgameoftheseason Los ,1.rige1es 1s (Cvfetoo. Fields 4), Oetroll 25 
'. with a 117-107 victory {Thonas 111. 101a11oos- t.osAAge1n32, De1rtlit 

, 1 over Boston Wednesday ~~-~~ Sh.le. Los M-

\..!!U ~!~~ia~~:e~~~c\s~s~~ IAwer, Adams lead Nuggell 
:home to an Eastern Conference to 99-81 win over Cavaliers 
:team in 67 games. DENVER - Lafayette Lever 
: The Nets, winning for the sec- scored 20 points and grabbed a ca
•ond consecutive night under new reer-high 20 rebounds and Michael 
:coach Willis Reed, led 99-78 with Adams scored a game-high 23 points 
t ~J~t'ta:~ Celtics, with Danny to lead the Denver Nuggets to a 99-

!Ajnge hitting two straight '3-pointersi :l~av~:i~~~i~~,y~[i:•v:::e;::r :::t:;:he;::;:;C:;:le:;;:ve=la;::=nd 
:to start an 18-4 run, cut the deficit ~ 1111 
:to 103-96 with 4:35 to play. Naoce -t-6 M O 1S. Wjlien'w; 2-4 0-0 4, Clllql8!fy 
. NIWJlflllY (111) &-113--11S, Ha<pe, 4-13 5-913, Pliai5-1I 0-0 10, 

·~o-~l~
1m:;~~m= ~[_~'?.""'~:~,.·~:~~;:;:;:; .. ~;::~;;;~•;:;,r:;:;.,;:; •• ;:::i::;;.;::"';;;

1
i;:;;;';!) 
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~~1=~:t~}~~ ~ ~: ~=::: 
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lcMuft 1fll21i7-10f _0.r,,-er50(1.Mr20). Assfsts--Clevuid20 (Hs-

~~~~-2~~ f:l16.~~-~.l~ .• T~ ,loJII--OM-

40 (Hinson 1s1. Boston 44 (Bitt1 16). Aaaillt---NeW WarriOl'8 go without 8lllllf)800 , 
~~\l!.'::,:',~ inloMtoRockelS 108-101 • 
A- 14.1190. OAKLAND, Calif. - Akeem 
Bulleis beat Paoon 111-102 OlaJuwon•s 32-point performance 

as Maloneo oombi.., for 53 fgf~1:r:.:~~~~•,!oc:::: ·st: 
LANDOVER, Md. - Moses Ma- Warriors. 

lone scored 28 points and Jeff Ma- a,....,._==,=,"'~----
lone added 25 night as the short- McCrav 6-7 8-8 20. Pelersen 6-1 1 2- 2 14. 
handed Washington Bullets posted Olajl.Mon1,-194.1 32, Conner2-6 1-35,Reld 8-8 
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By Chris Mortensen 
s,~ wmtr 

Alabama Assistant Attorney General Donald 
Valeska, having won a conviction in the case of 
former Atlanta sports agent Jim Abernethy, says, 
his office should have "a better case for prose
cuting" agents Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom 
for their dealings with former Alabama basket
ball player De~ck McKey. 

Valeska, who made an emotional closing ar
gumf!nt at the trial Tuesday that led to Aber
nethy's conviction, will be present In Tuscaloosa 
County when Walters and Bloom are arraigned 
March 16. 

Walters and Bloom have been Indicted on 
the same criminal misdemeanor charges Aber-

Abernethy 
From Page lE · 

"lfValeska thinks he won such a big victory, 
why did they bring three indictments and why 
did they lose two In their own backyard?" 

The mood of coaches and other agents 
ranged from ecstatic to cautious. . 

■ "My Initial reaction is I don't like for any
body to go to Jail," said Pittsburgh football coach 
Mike Gottfried, who has had four prominent 
players linked with agents. "But I believe this 
practice has to stop. I'm glad a message has been 
sentouL 

"Some people out there are so despicable, 
they don't care what rules are or what laws are. I 
hope other states follow. Colleges need lo de
clare war on unscrupulous agents. I'm hoping 
this will lead to the conviction of another agent, 
then another and another.''. • 

■ Said TCU coach Jim Wacker, who had 
three players involved with Abernethy, "There 
are a Jot or happy coaches in the country today. 
Obviously, I'm delighted to see the courts taking 
action. What we're talking about is bribery and 
accepting bribes contrary to the rules we're sup
posed to play by. 
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97!~ Fou led out-None. Ret>oundS- H0UltDn 61 
(Olajw,'01, 18). Go1c1en State 5' • (feitt 1~ . As
Sil1.....-.0Uston 31 (Comet 10), Golderl Slate 21 
(Glfland SJ. Tollllout,- Ho.islon19, Goi:len 
Slale:!4. TecMcal--Leir,,ellA--12,589, \ 

Maverick, rout King, 115-90 i 
for 10th cow,ecutne victory 1 

PONTIAC, Mich. - Joe Dumars 
scored 21 points and Isiah Thomas: 
had 14 of his 19 points as Detroit 
outscored the Los Angeles Clippers 
38-19 in the third quarter, and the 
Pistons went on win 103-90 for their 
sixth straight victory. 

DALLAS - Mark Aguirre and 
Roy Tarpley scored 18 points each 
as the Dallas Mavericks pushed 
their franchise-record winning 
streak lo 10, eoasting to a US-90 i 
rout of the Sacramento Kings. 
iii:iiMiiifo (IO) 

DALLM(111) 

SMRKOMATIC /llf,Rtl STEREO 
OAMM..,,. AIU'11 
ELECIRONIC Sl'fREO 

nethy faced this week in Lee County, Ala. - tam
pering with • sports event, commercial bribery 
and deceptive trade practice. 

A 12-member jury round Abernethy guilty 
and gave him the maximum sentence of one year 
in jail and• $2,000 Rne for his dealings last ye~r 
with Auburn defensive back Kevin Porter. Aber
nethy was found innocent on the charges of com
mercial bribery and deceptive trade practice. 

"He may be the nrst (agent prosecuted), but 
he won't be the last," Valeska told the jury Tues
day. "From now on, It's forever." 

Valeska said the state's case against Walters 
and Bloom Is strong~r because the University of 
Alabama had to forfeit almost $250,000 in NCAA 
basketball tournament money as a result. of 
McKey signing a contract with the agents du~ng 

"Hopefully this will be the nrst of many con
victions. It's the only way we'll get this problem 
under control.' ' 

■ "It's obviously the most dramatic action in 
the history of agent regulation-," said Leigh 
Steinberg, an agent based on the west coasL "It 
obviously is a stunning breakthrough In creative 
approaches to cracking down· on early signings. 

"Whether or not practical law or criminal 
sanctions are appropriate Is something that is 
mildly troubling. On one hand, it's good they did 
something, but was lt the right something? 

"I have mixed feelings, It strikes me that 
there are a variety of sanctions regulatory agen
cies can employ to effectively deter agent mis
conduct, short of jail - anything from a fine to a 
short-term suspension of agency license to a 
warning, which Is then followed by a suspension 
and inability to represent athletes." 

■ Agent/attorney Ralph Cindrich of Pitts• 
burgh, another respected veteran in the field, 
also expressed concern over the conviction. 

"J' don't want see a lynch mob mentality," 
Cindrich said. ''That mentality is as grave as that 
of agents who proceed in an unscrupulous 
manner. 

"Something has to be done. Maybe, and argu
ably, criminal laws should apply, but I still won
der ir due process was served in the Abernethy 
case. The whole trial perked agents up, and 
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his junior season. Mc Key lost his nnal year or el-i 
igibility and was drafted by Seattle In the NBA. • 

''On the surface alone, the evidence Is obvl· 
ous for tampering," said Vale1ka, 

For Walters and Bloom, the case in Alabama 
becomes a legal distraction to far more serloul' 
charges under consideration by a fedenl grand 
jury in Chicago. The grand jury, which has met 

. weekly since last May 19 to hear testimony and 
we igh evidence on the agents' dealings with 
about 60 college athletes, is eonsldering charges 
of fraud, mail fraud, wire fraud, tax fraud, racke
teering and extortion against Walters and Bloom, 
sources said, 

The arraignment in Alabama will take place 
at about the same time indictments would be an-
nounced tn Chicago. • 

more attention is now being focused upon 
results. . • 

"Perhaps we are still all missing the real 
problem, which com guy be-
comes a proressional Particu• 
larly, I know of recrui more se-
rious than this, in ete wa.s 
introduced to unethical activity long .berore an 
agent entered onto the scene.'' 

■ Chicago agent Steve Zucker, who repre. 
sents Chicago Bears quarterback Jim McMahon, 
said the impact of publicity surrounding early 
signings by agents such as Abernethy, Norby 
Walters and Lloyd Bloom was having an etrect 
even before Abernethy's eonvictlon Tuesday, 

"This year I have found that a lot more IU)'S 
have not signed and are available," Zucker said. 
"Not only that, the top players are taking more 
time and having advisers and/or family interview 
agent.s. A lot of guys still haven't made up their 
minds. 

"The publicity on the Abernethy trial, arti
cles, grand jury . . . it tells me that next year lesa 
and ·less guys will be offering money, 

"(The Abernethy prosecution) was very cre
ative without an agent law in effect. The days or 
the 'hot box' - where you get the kid in a room 
and say, 'Sign here, and here's 10 grand for your 
mother' - are nearing an end. It's going to stop." 
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