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Agents issue reaches 
'new level' with trial 
The practices of agents such as Jim Abernethy of Atlanta, once 
considered unethical at worst, are being prosecuted as crimes. 
Many agents applaud this development, but they also are leery 
of the ground that is being broken. 

ByChri1 llortemen 
Slfiff\l'twr 

Are they criminals! Soon, light will be 
shed on the issue or whether sports agents 
ba'r'e broten laws in dealing with college 
athletes. 

Starting Monday, former agent Jim Aber· 
nethy or Atlanta will be tried in Alabama on 
charges he violated three state laws - tamper• 
ing with a sports event, eommertial bribery 
and deceptive trade practice - In bis dealings 
with former Auburn football player Kevin 
Porter. 

Each misdemeanor count is punishable by 
a maximum of one year in jail and a $2,000 
fine. In a worst-case scenario for Abernethy, 
he could be found guilty of all three counts 
and race consecutive sentences totaling three 
years in jail and $6,000 in flnes. 

As Abernethy faces a 12•person jury In 
Opelika, Ala., a more serious federal investiga• 
tion is In Its fina l stages in Chicago, Agenta 1 

Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom and about fl> 
athle;tes they dealt with have been the focus of 
an ll•month investigation by the FBI, the U.S. 
Attorney and a grand jury. 

According to sourtes, Walters and Bloom 
face po&Sible charges or fraud, mail fraud, wire 
fraud, tax fraud, extortion and racketeering, 
while the athletes face charges of fraud and 
income tax evasion. Some athletes will be in• 
dieted, sources said, but the majority are en• 
tering a pre-trial di\·ersion program to avoid 
prosecution. 

Bloom confirmed that he already has 
turned down an offer from Assistant U.S. Attor
ney Howard M. Pearl to plead guilty to one 
count of mail fraud and have all other charges 
dropped in exchange for his testimony against 
Walters. Bloom was told he likely would have 
to serve a minimum 16-month prison term ifhe 
pleaded guil ty to the one count of mail fraud. 

Pearl and U.S. Attorney Anton Va\ukas of 
Chicago have refused to comment on the Chi• 
cago investigation. Alabama Attorney General 
Don Siegelman has said, "We may not get a di
rect hit, but at least they (agents) will know 
they've been shot al" 

Slegelman also got a grand jury to indict 
Walters and Bloom for dealing with former Al• 

abama basketball player Derrick MeKey. Wal• 
ter, and Bloom were indicted on the same 
ebarzes as Abernethy. Arraignment of Walters 
and Bloom In Tuscaloosa County is set ror 
March 16. However, federal prosecutors in 
Chicago ba,,e ignored efforts by Siegelman and 
bis assistants to exchange inronnation on Wal
ters and Bloom, sources said. 

Regardless, the message Is this: Agents' 
practices that might previously have been con
sidered unethical at worst now are bein, eon· 
sidered crimes. Jail could be the next step. 

"This thin, has gone to another level," said 
Jack Mills, a Colorado sports agent "If there 
are laws that flt the situation of agents signing 
athletes early, I think it's good that agents are 
being prosecuted. If It's a deterrent, I'd reel 
good about that" 

The agent issue has become an emotional 
one, said Mills. Many agents applaud the inter• 
vention of prosecutors. But even those In favor 
of punishment are leery of the ground that is 
being broken. 

"Something needs to be done, but It's a 
typical over-reaction," said David Ware, an At• 
lanta•based attorney and agent. ulnstead of fo
cusing attention where it should be - elimi• 
nating the need for an athlete to take money 
from an agent - they focus on the opposite 
side. You end up putting a bandald on a 
cancer." 

Ware nevertheless believes agents should 
not go unchecked because, he said, ''There has 
to be some deterrent to people who ruin a 
kid's career by signing him early. You rob him 
or a certain portion of his youth he can't get 
baek. There's no overeoming the embarrass• 
ment and shame an athlete faces In ha.-lng 
been discovered defrauding his univenily, his 
alma miter." 

Ware said state laws are not a strong 
enough deterrent against agents pursuing col• 
lege athletes. 

''The way the state laws are being written, 
it's only a crime if )'OU're caught while the 
player is still in school," said Ware. "If they 
really wanted to make a statute with teeth, It 
should be a criminal offense to deal with a kid 
early, regardless or when it is discovered ... 
with some reasonable statute of limitations." 

Ware also worries that state laws will fur• 

,. 
Sports ag,nt Ralph Cindrich says !he <ase 
of Jim A.bemethy, above, is dilferent from 
that or agents Norby Walters and Lloyd 
Bloom. 

ther encourage agents to start rumon against 
ri'r'al agents, prompting unncessacy investiga• 
lions that are made public. 

"It could be the ease of being found Inno
cent, but your reputation, and thus your busi
ness, has been damaged beuuse of a competi
tor," said Ware. 

In the eases of Abernethy, Walters and 
Bloom, no state laws specifically dealing with 
agents were on the books at the time they were 
charged or investigated. They have limited 
sympathy from their ri'r'als. 

,;Norby was the first, and he had no warn• 
ing, really," said Pittsburgh•based agent Ralph 
Cindrich. "What he and Bloom were doing was 

~o~rt }!~!heio~~:ii:lr/air:pw~: ~:~~~~) 
charges. 

"Abemethy's case is different What's going 
on in Alabama nowhere nean the seriousness 
of the Chicago investigation. But as that inves
tigation was underway, I ean remember Aber
nethy standing up and criticizing Walters and 
Bloom while he was doing the same thing. And 
he knew at that lime that they were being in• 
vestigated, so maybe in theory he's more 
accountable." 

The boUom line, Cindrich said, ''Is that ev• 
ery agent in the country now know it's a differ
ent ballgame. I don't think there•s any question 
there has been a dramatic effect and fa llout 
And anybody who proceeds in signing athletes 
early, giving them money, now knows the con
sequences. You would have to be pretty igno
rant not to know the seriousness of that 
action." 

Two Aussies ride 
high in NASCAR 
qualifying runs 

ByEdBlnlH 
"'i/W

MELBOURNE, Australia - The 
Australian dri'r'en - road-course 
and dirt•traet 1peeial11t1 - bad 
seemed pme enough, just tor giving 
American.style 1tott-car rating a 
go. But they'd been given virtually 
no chance of stealing any thunder 
f'rom the NASCAR dri'r'en who 
crossed the Patine this weet to 
transplant their sport. 

However, Saturday, two Aussies 
removed their o'r'erlander ball, 
strapped on helmets and wowed 
their countrymen. 

Alan Grice of Maitland, New 
South Wales, and Robin Best of 
Westbury, Tasmania, surpri&ed even 
themselves by taking the second• 
row starting positions for Sunday's 
Goodyear NASCAR 500, the nm su• 
perspeedway stock-car race ever 
run outside North America. 

One they didn't surprise was 
Nell Bonnett, who won the pole as 
expected and was Joined on the 
l'ront row by fe llow Alabamian Bob
by Allison. 

"It didn't surprise me a bit that 
they ran this well," Bonnett said. 
'These fUYS have driven a lot of 

. f.f:.!fiel~~=e~~~~:a\~ne new 
Further, Bonnett had watched 

last May as Grice, a 'r'eteran sports• 
car racer, went without fanfare to 
Charlotte, N.C., to compete in his 
ftnt NASCAR race. 

"A Yery good job at Charlotte," 
Bonnett said. "We had a lot of good 
American teams that didn't make 
the neld ror the Coca•Cola 600 
there, but Alan did." 

Mechanical troubles at Char. 
lotte kept Grice from ftn ishi ng the· 
race, but the consensus among 
!\merlcan driven was that he'd tak• 
en to superspeedway techniques 
and the heavier can smoothly in 
his nnt outing - the kind or praise 
the stock-car racen have rarely be· 
stowed on American "sporty-car 

templed the transition. 

tial~:::.rt=~==~ 
Dni~" also spent time In the Unit
ed States leami,w the buies fl the 
''thunderen," as AUstrallans call 
American stoct eara. 

lege8::.,;9~e~n t~:0!~0t~:~ 
Junior Johnso In Ronda, N.C., and 
seived on Johnson's pit crews, "do
ing eveeythin& &om mounting tires 
to hauling gasoline," he 11id. Under 
John.son, "I learned how to put the 
can together myseU'." 

He aokl all his sprint~ar equip-

:n~nt ~l!o~O::t: e!: 
the Chevrolet he hu brought here. 

Grice and Best were elose to 
Bonnett and Alliaon with their qua\. 
ifying speeds. Bonnett a'r'eraged 
140.483 mph In a Pontiac, and Alli
son did 140.396 In a Buict. But 
along came Grice at 139.795 In an 
Oldsmobile and Best at 139.233 in 
the Johnson•built Chevy, 

Grice felt, howeYer, the Aussies 
would be reriously handicapped on 
Sunday by lack ofknowled,e of "the 
strategy of the race itself. When do 
you change four tires, and when 
only two! When do you pit under 
caution, and when do you stay out 
on the track! All these thin&,. The 
American teams know. We don't" 

Bonnett expressed little eon• 
eern about the prospect or racing 
closely through Thunderdome's 
tight turns against the Aussies, who 
are quite Inexperienced at fender
banging racing in heavy traffic. 

"Hey, I've raced In the Daytona 
500 against people I didn't know 
very well," Bonnett said. ''The way I 
see It, anybody who's able to make 
the Reid deserves to be here. 

c_ _______ ___________________________ _, boys," as theyeall them, who've at• 

"You don't make an AJ. Foyt in 
one raee," Bonnett continued. "Ev• 
erybody has to start somewhere. I'm 
sure I seared the hell out of a lot of 
veterans my ftrst time out in a NAS-
CAR race." 

MICHELIN'S best 
all season tire sold 
at a very specia 

• 
price •••••••••.••••• " 

Special tire purchase on SIZE 17570Rl3 I 
MICHELIN XA4 Blackwall,. I 
Fits many Audi, Bmw, Toyota, I 
Mazda, Nissan, Honda and I 
OtherONLY1O$4tss I 

Decatur 
LUKE FLOYD TIRE COMPANY 

Roswell 
1845 Lawrenceville Hwy 
Phone 325-0963 

10997 Alpharetta Hwy 
Phone 998-II52 

Woodstock 
EDWARDS TIRE 
18S Main St 
Ph,926-3173 
Decatur 
MANNING TIRE 
1694 Scott Blvd. 
Ph. 633-4555 

Loganville 
WALTONTIRE 
Routes 
Ph.466-4447 
Marietta 
WEAVER TIRE 
830 Mangel St 
Ph. 422-3904 

Doraville 
BURT BROS. 
6306 Buford Hwy. 
Ph. 448-7900 

myma 
SMYRNA TIRE 
2690 S, Cobb Dr. 
Ph. 434-0052 
Conyers 

MICHELIN BECAUSE 
SO MUCH JS RIDING 
ONYOURTIRE.S 

Rome 
314 E. 2nd Ave. 
Phone 291-4460 

Canton 
CHEROKEE TIRE 
RT.2 
Ph. 479.()588 
Mariella 
TIRE KINGDOM 
1255 B Roswell 
Ph.!177-8997 

Roswell 
NATIONAL 
AUTO TECH 

Carrolllon 
KELLY 
SPRINGFIBLD 

CONYERS TIRE 
1461 Old Salem Rd. 

Lithia Springs 
DEPENDABLE TIRE 
3664 Bankhead Hwy 
Ph. 944-2263 Il9'7 Alpharetta St 

Ph. 993-4634 
234 Maple St (next to putt putt) 
Ph, 834-2022 Ph. 48M633 

YOKOHAMA 
A SUPER HIGH 
PERFORMANCE TIRE 
DEVELOPED FROM 
EXTENSIVE FORMULA 2 
AND FORMULA 3 RACING 
IN EUROPE AND JAPAN. 
PORSCHE, 280Z'S,RX7'S, 
AND BMW'S WILL HAVE 
THE HOT SETUP WITH 
THESE SUPER 352'S ~ 

Siu Price 
18560HR13 64.92 
18560HR14 69.64 
19560HRI4 79.23 
20560HRI4 83.63 
22560HRI4 82,24 
19560HRI5 79.91 
20560HRI5 85.58 
21560HRI5 91.42 
22560HRI5 85.66 

SMl/fb AUTO PAINT 
E POLYURETHAN 

41M111 DECATUlb 1741 COLUMBIA DRIVE: ..... . ... , , ..... ,.i 
An.ANTA:47tSIMPSONST.,N.W ............. 111•1111 ,01111TPAIIK: 4&92JONESBOFIORD , , ,., .... ... 2111 i 
AUSlUL! 4698AUSTELL ROAD . .............. M1•2111 .IONllaOIIO: 7353 TARA BLVD.. • •• 471-MOJ'. L 

lll'lyrnaQ4.11M4 
JfM.....,C..11!. 
(&110....JW.) 

lhlnllll47M913 
Nt1l- M ---

IWIIETTA:1735COBBPARKWAY, S.E. .. ,,,,, ..... , 

10MINUTE 
OIL CHANGE 

INCLUDES: 
I.JITO ll qt1. VALVCUE 
1'1N<40ALLCI..IAATEOIL, 
fEW Fil TtR ANO LUBE 
Plul: FIFolowingFlulds S18S!§ 

en 

18 ATLANTA LOCATIONS TO Sl!RV! YOU 

OPEN MON-FRI 8·8 SAT 11--5 NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY 

IZI :·oviiiTMil.LtONCARSSERWCED0
: ~ ........................................ ~-,I 
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