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N ewsday / llida Fleury 

From James Brown 
To Civil Disobedience 
By Bob Drury 
and Howard Manly 

The one constant in Brooklyn-born Alfred Sharp
ton Jr.'s life has been political protest against racial 
injustices. 

Sharpton, a heavyset man with a straightened 
hairstyle and an ever-present dangling medallion, 
was ordained a minister at age 12. He has been visible 
recently as an outspoken critic of racial violence in 
Howard Beach and Bensonhurst, but he his activism 
first surfaced in 1974, when he and 500 others rallied 
against the police shooting of a 14-year-old black. 

He has stood in the civil-rights pulpit for a variety 
of issues, including racism in city schools, police bru
tality, the nomination of Judge Robert H . Bork to the 
U .S. Supreme Court and the monitoring of a black 
radio station by city police. 

Sharpton, 33, has been critical of city Police Com
missioner Benjamin Ward and has likened Mayor Ed
ward I. Koch to Eugene ' 'Bull" Connor, the Birming
ham, Ala.,police commissioner who became a symbol of 
oppression during the civil rights struggle of the 1960s. 

He has been arrested several times for civil disobe
dience the earliest in 1978 in front of City Hall. Dur
ing hi~ frequent demonstrations, police have pulled 
him from subway tracks and forcibly ejected him from 
City Hall. To prove a point to the city Board of Educa
tion, Sharpton once plopped himself on the U-shaped 
dais during a meeting. He was ejected by security. 

Sharpton is head of the Brooklyn-based Natio~al 
Youth Movement, an antidrug group he formed while 
he was still in his teens. He also has helped form other 
groups, such as Black Men Against Crack. 

Sharpton was born and still lives in the Bedford
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, and graduated from 
Tilden High School with New York Yankees second 
baseman Willie Randolph and Chicago Bears line
backer Otis Wilson. He is married and has two chil
dren, and while the sources of his income are un
known, friends say he makes little money, rents his 
apartment and has no known assets. 

In the early 1970s, he founded the National Youth 
Movement, and one of its first members was the son 
of rhythm and blues singer James Brown. Brown's 
son died in a car accident shortly after joining the 
group, and, as Sharpton recalled, " He lost a son, I 
didn't have a father, so he made me his godson." 
Sharpton's father died when he was very young. 

It was through James Brown, whom Sharpton as
sisted as a "business manager-cum-bodyguard," that 
Sharpton first met sports promoter Don King. Sharp
ton was involved in the promotion of a Brown concert 
in conjunction with the Oct. 29, 1974, Muhammad 
Ali-George Foreman fight in Zaire, which King pro
moted. 

Sharpton first made news at age 16 in 1971, when · 
as an ordained Pentecostal Church minister, he urged 

Please see LIFE on Page 29 



of His .Work for Feds 
I' • 

Newsd ay / Jeffery A . Salter 

The Rev. Al Sharpton has been a federal informant for about five years. 

.On Feds' 
List 
Law-enforcement 
sources say Sharpton 
provlaed information on 
these~ple 

Sharpton Gave 
Data on Pols, 
Alleged Mobsters 
Continued from Page 1 

lowed the U.S. attorney's office for the 
Eastern District of New York to install 
a tapped telephone in his Brooklyn 
home. 

Sharpton was willing to supply in
formation to federal law enforcement 
agencies on King and his stepson, Carl; 
reputed Colombo crime family figures 
Michael and Sonny Franzese; reputed 
Genovese crime family members Joey 
and Danny Pagano; City Councilman 
Wendell Foster (D-Bronx); Brooklyn
based black activist Sonny Carson, and 
sports agent Norby Walters, sources 
said. 

Sharpton denied supplying incrimi
nating evidence on fellow activists or 
King. " Not only don't I allow them 
[federal investigators] to ask race ques
tions, I don 't talk about anything ex
cept what I brought to them," he said. 
But Sharpton told New York Newsday 
that he has cooperated in investiga
tions of election-related irregularities 
involving Rep. Major Owens (D-Brook
lyn) and Assemb. Al Vann (D-Brook
lyn), as well as investigations involving 
organized crime. The telephone, Sharp
ton said, is only used to record conver
sations with drug dealers. 

Most law-enforcement officials, not
ing the problem of keeping informants ' 

identities secret, refused to comment 
on Sharpton's dealings with govern
ment investigators. U .S. Attorney An
drew Maloney explained, " It is a long
standing policy of the government, 
certainly the policy of the Eastern Dis
trict, that we neither confirm nor deny 
whether or not any person or persons 
are cooperating with the government." 

Asked whether he would consider a 
community leader as an informant, Ma
loney said, "I would use the cardinal if 
he were in a position to assist us . . . I 
would think the people would applaud 
anyone assisting the government to 
bring the lawless to justice." 

A Pentecostal minister and presi
dent of the Brooklyn-based National 
Youth Movement, Sharpton first came 
to the attention of the FBI at the start 
of an investigation into King's boxing 
empire in the early 1980s. In 1983, law
enforcement sources said, agents, be
lieving Sharpton was close to King, 
tried to implicate Sharpton in a drug 
sting and then force him to cooperate in 
their probe. Sharpton decided to coop
erate, the sources said, after being vi
deotaped inquiring about buying co
caine from undercover FBI agent 
Victor Quintana who was posing as a 
rich South American frying to break 
into the boxing promotion business. 

"The reason he ·was not indicted for 
criminal activity was that he did coop
erate with the bureau to a limited ex
tent ... in the [Don] King investiga
tion, " said one source. " He was in a 
Catch-22 situation ... But you can 
talk jail time and put the fear of God in 
some guys, and that's what happened 
with Al, " said the source, who added 
that the videotaped conversation alone 
would not have been sufficient for an 
indictment. " The tape was played and 
he saw himself in living color. And 
then, without a lot of prompting, he re
alized his position and from that point 
on, he cooperated ." 

During the Monday night interview, 
Sharpton disputed that version, but ad
mitted that FBI agents threatened to 
prosecute him based on the contents of 
the videotape. He said he had turned 
down Quintana's offer to set up a co
caine ring, and that he began cooperat
ing with the FBI after it threatened to 
indict him. 

In describing the taped meeting in 
Quintana's bugged Manhattan office, 
Sharpton said , " He took out a piece of 
paper and said, 'Let me explain to you 
how much money you can make.' He 
said, 'I know you're against drugs, but 
you need money, Reverend, like any
body else. ' He told me all I had to do 
was introduce him to someone and we 
can move boxes, he was using boxes as 
a symbol, I don't know what they stood 
for. 

" He kept drawing boxes and going 
through the e shenanigans, and finally 
he says, 'You could make this over 
here.' And he wasn't talking $2,000 or 
$3,000. I told him I wasn 't interested in 
getting involved with drugs. I n ever 
called after that, for months. And he 
never called me. 

"Then the FBI contacted me, an 
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Newsday / Jef'fery A . Salter 

The Rev. Al Sharpton, above, at Brooklyn press conference alleging official 
ind ifference to the stabbing of black teenager John Blount by five whites, and 
conferring last month with Alton Maddox, center, and C . Vernon Mason, right. 

Sharpton 
SHARPTON from Page 3 

agent named Joe Spinelli, and he said 
that they had me on videotape," said 
Sharpton. "They didn 't tell me Quin
tana was an agent. I said, 'Go ahead, 
indict me. ' I was insulted. They were 
talking to me like I was some little kid. 
They said, 'Okay.' But then they called 
me again, Spinelli called, and we sat 
down and _be said, 'We think you can 
h elp us and we won 't have to hurt you .' 
I said, 'Indict m e. ' Then he mentioned 
Don King." 

Sharpton denied helping agents in 
the King investigation. Law-enforce
ment sources said he supplied some 
limited information about King and 
King's stepson, Carl. Sharpton. howev
er, admits that he agreed to work as an 
informer in organized-crime cases. In 
an unrelated investigation, King was 
indicted OI). tax-evasion charges and ac
quitted in 1985. 

New York ewsday reported on 
Jan. 23, 1985, about a meeting that 
Sharpton set up with King for Dec. 12, 
1983, that was attended by Sharpton, 
King Michael Franzese and Quintana, 
who was posing as a man trying to get 
int o the fight promotion busines . 

Numerous call to Spinelli, current
ly the inspector general for New York 
State, were not returned. U.S. Attorney 
Rudolph Giuliani of the Southern Dis
trict King and Walters could not be 
reached for comment. 

" After a week or two they rested on 
that, about King, Sharpton said . 
"They said, 'Let's deal with the mob 
stuff. ' I said, 'What do we want to deal 
on the mob stuff?' And we went 
through a litany of guys that have been 
using contracts, that have been doing 
things like intimidating blacks and 
they got lucky. In the middle of this -
it's 1984 and I'm threatening to boycott 
[the Michael Jackson concerts] - one 
of these nice mobsters threatened to 
kill me. Sal Posillo. So right away I 
said, 'You guys want something. Here's 
a guy that wants to kill me, and I would 
love to give this guy up. They got a guy 
to sit on a meeting with me and let him 
threaten me on behalf on one of the 

Newssay / Jim Gummins 

biggest record company presidents in 
the business. " 

Posillo was indicted on extortion 
charges by the U.S. attorney in Los An
geles in July and is awaiting trial. 

In 1984, Sharpton said he worked 
·with federal agents investigating possi
ble dealings between Norby Walters, 
who has been cr iticized for signing col
lege athletes to professional contracts 
before they graduate, and the Franzese 
crew. Sharpton said the mob was in
volved with a ticket-fixing scheme with 
black entertainers in which organized
crime figures would be given tickets 
that they later scalped. 

" Nothing came of the Walters in
vestigation as far as I know," Sharpton 
said. In 1985, Sharpton said, he set up a 
ticket-fixing scheme involving mem
bers of a r eputed organized-crime crew 
allegedly run by Danny Pagano in 
Westchester County. 

" They go into a scheme with Danny 
Pagano, a guy that had a record com
pany, a guy that I knew," Sharpton 
said. " One of my guys works for him. 
And [my] guy, I tried to get the guy to 
tell m e something and he didn't know 
anything. I said, 'I [Pagano] d oing 
anything that will hurt any of us?' I 
met with the FBI and they said , 'H e 
may be scalping black artists' tickets.' 
They set up a thing with some guys in 
Jersey who were working with [Pa
gano] and [Pagano's people] bought 
some tickets from me. Where they went 
with that we don 't know. " 

The ticket exchange between 
Sharpton and Pagano's crew came to 
the attention of the New York State Or
ganized Crime Task Force, which was 
investigating Pagano at the time. The 
task force called Sharpton in for ques
tioning, and he told it that he needed to 
call the FBI to straighten out the situa
tion. 

"The state people wanted to ques
tion me about ticket fixing. I never told 
them that I had been told to sell the 
tickets by the FBI. I guess the FBI 
called the state people and told them, 
'This is our investigation - back off.' I 
never told the state people what I was 
doing. I don 't know them. " 

Between the time Sharpton sold the 
tickets and when he was called in by 
the task force, he said he had decided to 
begin working in a multi-tiered investi
gation by the U .S . attorney's office for 
the Eastern District involving election 
irregularities , organized crime and 
drugs. 

Sharpton said he offered to work as 
an informant for the Eastern District 
in dev~opipg cases, but_ insisted h~ 

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact

dhack
Redact



Talks of Role With Feds 
would only work to convict people who 
were hurting the black com munity. 
Sources said t hat among t hose Sharp
ton mentioned as fitting into t his cate
gory were Don King and his stepson, 
Carl, and organized-crime figures con
nected to the boxing industry. 

" I went down to meet with the East 
ern [District], I called for a meeting and 
said I had information on some election 
fraud - I had informat ion on Al Vann 
and Major Owens being involved in a 
vote ring [scheme] - information on 
drugs in the community, information 
on the 77th Precinct - I didn't get that 
one, obviously someone else got there 
first- and I want to talk to somebody. 
They said, 'Okay, we can work togeth
er.' They started an investigation that 
is still going on on the election stuff and 
some of the drug stuff.' ' 

Vann, who could not be reached for 
comment, was knocked off the 1986 
Democratic primary ballot for petition 
irregularities. H_e won election as an in
dependent. 

Reached in Washington , D .C ., 
Owens declined comment. 

Sharpton also agreed, sources said, 
to help gather information against sev
eral black leaders, including the Rev. 
Wendell Foster and Sonny Carson. Al
though Sharpton denied that he was 
working on a case involving black lead
ers, several of the sources said he was 
providing information on ~ha~ they 
said appeared to be an extortion-like at
tempt by Foster. Foster, sources said, 
told Sharpton that he could help King 
escape federal scrutiny. Foster said he 
could provide help because he had good 
contacts with several federal agents, 
sources said. 

After being told last night of Sharp
ton's activities, Foster said he did not 
believe that Sharpton was a federal in
formant and denied allegations that he 
had attempted to extract money from 
King through Sharpton in exchange for 
help with the FBI. 

"It's not just a little lie, it's the big
gest lie of his life," Foster ~d. "I ~hal
lenge him to meet me 1n Madison 
Sq-gare _ Garden and take a lie-detector 

The Rev. Al Sharpton, center, holds Jean Griffith at a ceremony marking the first anniversary of the death of her son, 
Michael, who died in December, 1986, in the Howard Beach racial attack. 

test and have injections of truth serum 
so the whole world can see who is tell
ing the truth." 

Foster said he met with the FBI on a 
different matter last year, the Wedtech 
defense contract probe, and with 
Sharpton on the same day. Foster add
ed that Sharpton and King recently ' 
gave his church, Christ Church in the 
Bronx, 400 turkeys for distribution to 
the poor. 

"If I was going to shake someone 
down, wouldn't it be someone who had 
money?" Foster asked. "I don't know if 
Sharpton can pay his rent every month. 
I don't want to discredit Sharpton, but 
have you ever seen him in anything 
more than the same blue-green jump 
suit?" 

On Monday, Sharpton was at first 
reluctant to discuss his role with the 
government, calling reports of his co
operation "untrue." With his hands 
shaking, Sharpton asked for assurances 
that "ifl tell you what happened, you'll 
tell my side of the story." 

Sharpton then ordered his secretary 
to hold all his calls and ordered his 
aides from an adjoining room. He then 
detailed his cooperation, insisting that 
he "never gave information about my 
fri~nds . They can't ask about my civil 

rights activities. They only asked me 
about [Alton] Maddox once. They want
ed to know why he was my lawyer and 
if I had told him what I was doing. I 
told them it was none of their busi-
ness." 

In explaining how he was able to ob
tain information for the government, 
Sharpton said, " On some of the mob 
stuff, sometimes we used a briefcase. 
Most of the time they would have some
one go with me. They would be wired. 
On the drug case, they installed a 

• phone in my house. Civil rights people 
would never call me on that phone. I 
didn't give the number out. I called 
them. Guys would come to my house 
and use the phone. The phone is out of 
service. I didn 't pay the bill. " 

Although Sharpton said h e h a d 
been planning to make his cooperation 
public, he also seemed worried about 
the safety of his family and himself. H e 
met with investigators in Maloney 's of
fice yesterday to discuss the ramifica
t ions of having his cooperation with the 
government revealed. 

"You know what is going to be my 
biggest problem when this comes out?" 
Sharpton asked. "You got guys in Ben
sonhurst and Howard Beach that want 
to kill me. They'll say, 'We can kill him 
now and make it look like organized 
crime killed him.' " 

Sources said S harpton had n ot 
asked for federal protection as of last 
night, but added that if h e wanted pro
tection he would get it. 

Sharpton himself joked about the 
danger. 

Path to Civil Disobedience 
" I expect a backlash fro m organized 

crime when this gets ou t," he said . "I'm 
33 and I want to be 34." 

The minister said he was concerned 
about how the news of his cooperation 
would play in the media and what kind 
of response he would get in t he black 
community. " E verybody knows I love 
headlines," Sh arpton said . " But I don 't 
want to die for a headline. If this is 
painted t hat somebody got me in trou
ble and t hat I turn ed around, that's one 
t hin g. If it's painted where there are 
som e guys in the civil rights movement 
who are willing to work with the gov
ern men t to get rid of drugs and election 
fraud, anybody that doesn 't like that, I 
don 't care about." 

LIFE from Page 2 

black children in Harlem to observe Kwanza, a non
religious Afro-American holiday based on African har
vest festivals as a way of " de-white-izing" Christmas. 
While Sharpton occasionally delivers sermons at sever
al churches, he is not the minister of a church. 

In 1974, Sharpton again made headlines when he 
and playwright Imamu Amiri Baraka, as well as other 
black leaders, met with then-Deputy Mayor Paul Gib
son Jr. to protest the police shooting and death of 14-
year-old Claude Reese Jr. 

On April 5 , 1978, Sharpton and several ministers 
were thrown out of City Hall after demanding more 
jobs for youths. All were arrested and charged with 
interference of government process and disorderly 
conduct. 

In April, 1979, t he state att orney general's office 
probed allegation s that the Urban Leadership Confer
ence, of which Sharpton was a member, had unlaw
fully u sed names of promin ent blacks to solicit funds 
from major corporations. 

Sharpton was subpoenaed to answer qu estions 
about his involvement with the organization and th e 
disposition of funds from a fund-raising dinner to 
h onor slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King J r . 
The a ttorney general ' s investigation was later 
dropped, and n o charges were brought against any
one. 

In October, 1979, Sharpton and then -Brooklyn 
City Councilman Theodore Silverman formed the 
Congress of Humanities t o work for racial and reli
gious harmony. F ive months later, Sh arpton re
signed, saying the meetings involved " conspiring" on 
how-to destroy civil rights activist J~sse J ackson, who 
had made sympathetic statemen-ts about the PLO. 

Sharpton seemed most concerned, 
h owever, with how his coop eration 

' would be viewed by his political nem
esis, Mayor Edward I. Koch, a man who 
som etimes r efers to Sharpton as "Al 
Charlatan." 

" T here's an upside and downside to 
this coming out," Sharpton said. " The 
downside is that there are organized
crime guys that I have been active with 
that will want to hurt me. You go with 
the r isk to your family because we gave 
information and tried to get informa
tion . The u pside is that Koch and ev
erybody is trying to paint u s as these 
hoodlums and radicals and it appears 
t hat I've been doing as much if not 
more to fight crime th an any private 
citizen in this country." 

Newsday / Alan Raia 

In- 1983, the Bev_ AL Sharpton led a group of high school students in 
R ichard Esposito and Howard 
Manly also contributed to this 
story. a demonstration on City Hall steps for a black schools chancellor. 
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