
Colleges Extend Grant Lilllit 
B y Manny Topol 

Nashville - In an attempt to prevent cash pa y
men ts to college athletes by corrupt sports a gents, 
t he N C AA approved a pr oposal yesterday t h at 
would allow student athletes t o keep more of the 
money t h ey r eceive in federa l aid. 

The proposal allows ath letes in Division I schools 
t o keep a maximum of $1 ,400 a year in money pro
vided fr m Pell grants - federal grant s for needy, 
d isadvantaged student ' that are based solely on 
need - in addition to whatever money they receive 
from a thletic scholarships. 

Accordin g to current NCAA rules , student a th
letes are not permitted to keep more than $900 of 
Pell grants. 

The maximum awarded by the grants is $2,100 a 
yea r and the colleges now take any money over $900 
for use for other purposes, usually for scholarships 
for other student . 

Only Division I delegates voted on the plan, a p
proving it, 208 to 101, with seven abstentions. The 
vote followed an unsu ccessful m ove to approve an
other proposal th at would have allowed the athletes 
to r eceive the full $2,100 a year in Pell grant funds . 
Tha t p roposal was r ejected , 200 to 100. 

Both proposals we re sponsored by severa l Divi
sion I schools, includin g Pittsburgh , Penn S tate , 
Georgia , LSU, Ne br aska and F lorida . 

P ittsburgh was hi t particu larly hard by agents 
giving money t o players with eligib ility remaining, 
in violation of N CAA rules. Th e N CAA declared for
m e r running ba ck Charles G ladman ineligible after 
it wa s alleged h e accepted mon ey from N e w York 
a gents Norby Wal ter s a nd Lloyd Bloom . Defensive 
back Teryl Austin , ruled inel igible for taking money 
from the agen ts, was reinst a t ed after he sat out two 
games and repayed t h e money . It was also revealed 
that former Pitt p layer T ony Woods, who graduated 
last year and was t he first-round draft choice of the 
Seattle Seahawks , took a bout $1 ,500 from Walters 
and Bloom while sti ll playing for Pitt. 

It is estimated t h at t h e athletes accepted between 
$1,200 and $2,500 each from Walters and Bloom. A 
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Packers coach Forrest Gregg 1s interested n 
the head-coaching job at SMU, his alma mater. 

NCAA Rejects 
Championship 

Nashville -The proposal for a long-awaited 
Division I-A football championship game was 
t r oun ced yesterday by NCAA delegates. 

Only 13 sch ools voted in favor and 95 voted 
against it. Before t h e vote there wa s mounting 
opposition with in t h e NCAA to the idea. 

John Sla ughter , chancellor of t h e Universi
ty of Mary land and chairman of the ,J'CAA's 
Presidents Commission , had said that the col
lege presidents feared that a single champion
sh ip game "would evolve into a complex sys
tem of playoff games." 

Wayne Duke, commissioner of the Big Ten, 
said before t h e vote, "It's not right. It's not 
good for college football. " 

After the vote , DeLoss Dodds, a t h letic d ir ec
tor at t h e Unive rsity of Texas, sa id , "This 
means t h at we wi ll not d iscuss a I-A cham
pion shi p in t h e near future ." 

Dodds is chairman of the NCAA's postseason 
football subcommittee , which had recommend
ed th e championsh ip game. - Manny Topol 

federal grand jury in Chicago has been investigating 
Walters and Bloom fo r se veral m on ths. 

Edward Bozik, athletic d irector at P ittsburgh, 
sa id , "Walters, by h is own admission , focused a lmost 
entirely on black student athletes. They are the 
largest percentage of student athletes who qualify 
under Pell. It's those kids who the agents come in 
and pay. You put $2,000 or $2,500 in $20 bills under 
their noses and it looks lik e a lot of money. The k ids 

don 't under stand that it is a loan t hey a r e getting 
from the agents. Th ey will have to pay back that 
mon ey som e day. The P e ll grant isn 't that. It's a 
grant. You don't have to pay that back . 

"It 's not the answer to t he agent problem ," Bozik 
said, "but it's one of the tools you could take away 
from them. Certainly, the Pell grant takes away an
oth e r inducement. Look at th e money the kids got 
from the agents - $1 ,200 , $1,500, $2.000 . Not very 
much. Thi helps somewhat with the agent problem. 
but the real answer is, the e kids are entitled to 
their money anyway." 

"This will have a n effect on the agent problem, a 
little bit," said Gene Corrigan, commissioner of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference . "This, along with educa
tion and the other things people are working on . 
Whether it will have a dramatic effect, I don't know. 
But none of u s wanted to go back to our campuses 
and say to the kids, Tm sorry, but we weren't able to 
help you again this year. We have to do a study.'" 

Federal funds and the student athlete always 
have ca u sed concern over j ust what is covered in 
NCAA guidelines regard in g aid to athletes. In a 
strict defin ition , the NCAA has recognized only "com
m only accepted education a l expe nses," which covers 
only tuition, school fees, room and board , and costs of 
requ ired books . The P e ll grant covers th e •·cost of 
education ," wh ich a lso incl udes expe nse out ide of 
the school , such as funds fo r tri ps h om e , laundry and 
school clothes . The only cri t e r ia for t h e grant is need. 

Colleges generally pay the full amou nt of t u ition 
and educa tion re lated cost s, for foot ball and basket
ball players und er scholarsh ip but h ave set a cap on 
Pell gra n t money. 

College officia ls have a lways fe lt that any money 
over the $900 would give t he ath lete more money 
than t h e cost of education . 

"That's t h e ineq ui t y of it," Bozik sa id . "We h ave> 
been t r yin g fo r year s t o get it changed . You see thf 
money helps some institution s pa y thei r bi ll s . 
F irst of a ll the kid is e nti t led t o the m oney, not t h e 
in stitu tion , an~. it h e lps with t h e a ge n t problem in 
some way. 

SMU Officials Talk 
To Packers Coach Gregg 
Combined Ne..,.·s Services 

Packers coach Forrest Gregg met yesterday 
morning a t an Appleton, Wis. , h otel with South
ern Method ist Univer sity officials bu t said he has 
not been offered t h e coaching job at the scandal
rocked Southwest Conference school. 

"I've met with represen tatives of SMU this 
morning and we talked about the job in an ex
ploratory manner," Gregg said in a statement re
leased by the Packers· public relation office. 
"'SMU has not offered me the job, nor have I de 
cided I w ill take the job ifit were offered ." 

SMU athletic director Doug Single confirmed 
he has not made a decision. Gregg met with Sin
gle and university president A . Kenneth Pye. 

"The football coaching advisory committee was 
impressed with coach G regg during his visit in a 
consulting capacity with us last week," Single 
said in a tatemen t. "At this time, no offer has 
been extended to coach Gregg or any of the other 
candidates." 

Gregg , 54, recently completed the fourth year 
of a five-year contract with the Packer . Green 
Bay was 5-9-1 in 1987, giving Gregg a 25-37-1 
record with the Packer . 

Gregg, a Hall of Fame tackle who starred with 
the Packer s during their glory years in the 1960s, 
played at SMu. which both of his children also 
attended. 

Other reported candidates for t he SMU job are 
former Ohio State coach Earl Bruce, former Kan
sas City Ch iefs coach John Mackovic and high 
school coach Tim Edwards of H u rst, Texas. 

SMU will restart football in 1989 after the 
NCAA shut down the program in 1987 and placed 
limitations on its 1988 season after find ing that 
pla yers received m oney and oth er in cen tives from 
boosters . SMU ·oluntari ly canceled t h e 1988 sea
son as well. 

.. 

SMU wants to hire a coach immediately because 
it will be el igibl e Feb . 10 to sign 15 high school 
seniors to na tional letters of intent. The Packers 
also want the ituation resolved quickly because 
t he con t r acts of seven of the ir e ight assistant 
coaches expire Feb. 1. 

Vikings' Koch Probably Will Play 
Guard G reg Koch, who left the Vik ings' 36-24 

playoff win over the 49er with back spasms, is 
expected to play Sunday in the FC champ10n
ship game against the Redski ns at RFK Stadium. 
The Viking left last night for Tampa, where they 
wi ll prepare for the game. 

Broncos May Activate Defensive Backs 
Broncos coach Dan Reeves said he will decide 

toda y whether to activate safeties Dennis mitn 
and Randy Robbin for unday's AFC title game 
against the Browns in Denver . . The Browns 
worked out at the Univer ity of New Mexico m 
Albuquerque . located at 5,314 feet above sea level. 
similar to the altitude of Mile High Stadium. 

Around the League 
Cowboys coach T0m Landry ruled out gettmg a 

first-round draft pick for Tony Dorsett when the 
team soon puts the running back on the trading 
block to comply with his request. Dorsett, 33, has a 
two-year contract at $500,000 a yea r and a $2.4-
million annuity . . The financially troubled Pa
t r iots will meet this month 's payroll , keeping their 
players from becoming eligible for free agency, 
general manager Patrick Sullivan said. A report 
in The Patr iot Ledger ofQumcy , Mass., cited FL 
sources as a ying the team's owners have request
ed per m ission to use a league fund set up for de
ferred payment . 
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