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It's a doggone good thing this 
Kevin Harmon buslne11 dldn 't 
go public a week later. 

lf your football team has to 
endure a major distraction, it's 
better to get it out of the way when 
you're playing Northwestern in
ltead of Ob.lo State. 

My, but that's a jaded way of 
looking at things. Yes, and so what? 
How can one not look at what's 
happened . with the Hannon broth· 
en, Devon Mitchell, the Iowa 
football program and the University 
of Iowa without a tinge of cynicism. 

Thursday, we learned a Universi
ty of Iowa faculty committee is 
investigating recent reports that UI 
football player Kevin Hannon ac
cepted money from professlonaJ 
agent Norby Walten. 

This l9 Faculty Committee II. The 
first faculty committee was ap
pointed lut March to investigate 
reports Ronnie Harmon bad re
ceived paymenf,!I trom Walten. 

lbat committee concluded fonn
er Hawkeye football stai-s RoMle 
Harmon and Mitchell bad Indeed 
received monies from Walters be
fore their collegiate careers ended. 

Oddly enough, Faculty Commit
tee I never interviewed Kevin 
Harmon, among others. Apparently, 
the committee asked Kevin if he 
would answer some questions, but 
Kevin declined. The committee did 
not have subpoena power. 

WHY WAS KEVIN'S response 
good enough for the committee or 
the university? That Is the $64,000 
- $54,000 If you're RoMle Harmon 
- question. 

Why wouldn't someone at the 
university - the football coach, 
perhapa, or the athletic dlr:ector, or 
maybe even the univeni.ity presi• 
dent - have suggested to Kevin he 
would be doing the school a 
tremendous favor by cooperating 
with the committee? 

Or, perhaps someone did just 
that, and Kevin still 'refused. Maybe 
the coach or the athletiC director or 
the prez asked Kevin to talk, he 
said he'd rather not, and well, who 
could blame.him. It was hi• brother 
under fire, after all. 

But, even baclr: ill the 1pring 
when the Ronnie Harmon situation 
came to a head, some people 
wondered, What about Kevin Har• 
mon? If hi• brother bad dealt with 

• Walters, bad Kevin? ' 
You can't blame people for 

making that association, especially 
since Kevin obviously was a player 
of no small talent, a potential 
prolesaional prospect. 

Since Kevin wu going to be an 
important member of the Iowa 
team this fall, it would seem the 
football program and the school 
would. have preferred to make 
Kevin Harmon's story public 
knowledge u soon as possible. 

But Thursday night, Kevin's his. 
tory of dealing or not dealing with 
an agent wu uncertain, as was his 
future as a Hawkeye. 

ITS ALL MIGHIY strange. No
body knows anything about any
thing. 

Ronnie Harmon and Mitchell are 
found to have received payments 
from Walters while they were 
Hawkeyes. No university official 
knew a thing about it at the time. 

On campus, Ronnie Harmon was 
a walking sign that uid, "I have 
plenty of money." He dressed well, 
and wore plenty of 10ld. He had a 
nice motor scooter, and, we 
learned, a really nice car. 

But nobody knew anything. Ron
nie'• older brother, Derrick Har
mon. played for the San Francisco 
49ers. He probably gave Ronnie all 
that stuff, rigbt? 
, 'Nobody knew anything' seems to 

be a pretty good deal. When the 
word came down on Ronnie and 
Mltchell, 'nobody !mew anything' 
helped keep the NCAA hounds 
away from Iowa. 

But if 'nobody knew anything,' Is 
true - there hun't been any 
reuon to question that it ii-does 
that qualify It aa a good enough 

""""" The fact is, Ronnie Harmon, 
Mitchell, and thousands like them 
are recruited from all partl sd.~ 
COWIU)' to attend major unlvenltlu 
for the 10le purpose of competln1 In 
the billion-dollar business of bit• 
time 1ports. 

That lendt ltlelf to Instance after 
Instance of comiptlon. It is a 
situation that will never change 
unless drasUc moves are taken by 
achoolt on a nationwide basil. 

ID other words, It ls a situation 
~\at will never change, 

Iowa begins 2nd Harmon probe 
Fry: Kevin Harmon 
will play unless I'm 
told otherwise -

play Saturday at Northwestern unless he is 
told otherwise. 

"I will play him in the ballgame unless I am 
ordered or told by the NCAA that we 
shouldn'tt Fry aaid during his weekly radio 

going to play ... 
because l dofl't real• 
!y know at this 
point. 

trator John Culver and made public this week. 
The report said Kevin Hannofl received 

S350 and an unspecified number of airplane 
tickets from Walters in apparent violation of 
NCAA rules. 

NCAA, bowl omcta/1 wait on U of I I page 28 

call-in show 'Iln1™1QY night. "If the NCAA 
does riotify us prior to the kickoff Saturday 
\hat we should not play h!m, then obviously 
wt will abide by theii' recommendation and 
not do It. 

.. The American 
Jaw sais until prov• 
en guilty you're in• 
nocent." 

Harmon could be ruled ineligible if the 
violations are round to-be true. The university ...... . 
could also be forced to forfeit games if It used 

By Mark Neuz.11 --IOWA CITY - Iowa Athletic Director 
Bump Elliott said Thursday he doesn't believe 
the school will have to forfeit any football 
games in the wake of the Kevin Hannon• 
Norby Walters affair because it Wll5 unaware 
of the situation. 

And Coach Hayden Fry said Harmon will 

''We are hopeful that Kevin will be able to 
play 15 or 20 plays in the ballgame and make 
a valuable contribution. 

"I can't say he's going to play, he's fiat 

Hannon, a senior 
running back, was 
linked to sports 
agent Walters - the 
same man who paid 
Kevin's brother, 
Ronnie, more than 
$54,000 - in a re• 
port issued by arbi- Kevin Hannon 

an ineligible player. Iowa has three regular
Jeason games remaining, including the con-
test at Northwestern on Saturday. 

A university committee is investigating the 
link between Hannon and Walters. Elliott 
expects the committee to report its findings to 
the Big Ten Conference and the NCAA prior 
to Iowa's game at Northwestern. 

• Please tum to 28: Hannon 

Gazette photo by Rodney White 

HA.VINO A ' BALL: Black team members Jeff Moe (left) and Kent Hill, both seniors, sandwich the 
White team·s Brig Tubbs as all three go up for a rebound during the first half of Iowa's intrasquad game at 
the Five Seasons Center in Cedar Rapids Thursday night. Moe tossed In 21 points and Hill eight as the 
Black team rolled to a 106-72 victory. Tubbs, a freshman from DeWitt Central, scored nine points tor the 
White team. 

ISU's Walden knows what 

Back on the field, 
Hawks face 'Cats 

By Mark Neuz.11 
IOWA CilY - It started out to 

be a routine week. 
The Iowa football team was 

getting ready to play Northwestern, 
one of the worst teams in the Big 
Ten Conference, in Evanston, Ill., on 
Saturday. 

The Hawkeyes, tabbed as 21· 
point favorites, probably would Jock 
up a bowl bid with a victory over 
the 1-6-1 Wildcats, giving Iowa 
seven wins and three losses with 
two games left. 

Sure, there were a few guys 
injured. The running back position 
looked particularly thin, but last 
year's leading rusher, Rick Baylest, 
wu set to return from a seven-week 
Injury layoff. 

All that changed on Wednesday, 
of course. That's the day the news 
broke about Kevin Hannon, sports 
agent Norby Walters, money, airline 
tickets and possible NCAA viola• 
tlons. 

Goodby~, routine. Hello, trouble. 

As of Thursday night, Hannon'• 
status for Saturday's game wu In 
doubt. The university began Its own 
investigation of Harmon's dealing 
with Walters on Thursday. 

The possibility exists Harmon 
will be suspended from the team, 
although Iowa Athletic Director 
Bump Elliott said the running back 
will remain on the active roster 
during the Investigation. 

Meanwhile, what was merely a 
troublesome numbers problem at 
running back suddenly might be
come critical. 

Tony Stewart, who has filled In 
admirably tor Bayless and Harmon, 
has a high ankle sprain and is on 
crutches. Coach Hayden Fry hasn't 
said Stewart will miss the North• 
western game, but said ''he's out 
Indefinitely.~ 

Even if Harmon plays, he's limp
Ing on a badly sprained ankle. 
Bayless, who has not played since 
Sept. 19, began practicing again on 
Monday. 

• Please turn to 28: Iowa 

Fans get loo~ at 
new Iowa cagers 

By Mark Neuzil 
Iowa basketball fans got a Jong 

look at several new faces in the 
team's intrasquad scrimmage on 
Thursday nlght at the Five Seasons 
Center. 

It was not planned that way. 
The game, which was played with 

regular officials and rules, was won 
by the Blaclc squad, consisting of 
the top players on the team, 106-72, 
before 3,942. 

But the contest was almost as 
notable for the absence of key 
players. 

Injuries sidelined regulars Ed 
Horton and Roy Marble, who were 
left. in Iowa City. Big Ten regula• 
tlons pUt transfer students Matt 
Bullard and Michael Ingram Into 
street clothes on the bench. 

BUIJ.ARD AND INGRAM, who 
are sitting out a year in accordance 
with NCAA regulations regarding 
tran!lfers, were ruled out of the 
game late Wednesday when univer
sity officials discovered a Big Ten 
Conference rule prohibiting trans
fen from traveling with the team. 

"We took that to mean they could 
scrimmage only on campus," Iowa 
Coach Tom Davls said. 

Bullard and Ingram participated 
in the team's scrimmage in Burling• 
ton last month, but Davis foresees 
no problems with the conference as 
a result of that game. 

Horton ii recovering from an 
ankle injury and Marble has a 
strained. knee. The coach expects 
both to play in the team's final 
scrimmage on Nov. 13 at Marshall
town. 

Bill Jones, playing Marble's small 
forward spot, led all lCOrers with 26 
points. Jeff Moe tossed in Zl for the 
winners, which also got 18 pohits 
from Al Lorenzen and BJ. Arm
strong. Kent Hill was credited with 
l7 rebounds for the Black club. 

Michael Morgan led the White • 
squad with 19 pointr. Freshman 
Rodell Davis added 16. 

Davis was happy with the play of 
Jones, Hill and Micheal Reaves, all 
on the winning side. Reaves finished 
with 10 points. 

"Jones it an amazing talent.'' 
• Please turn to 4B: Cagers 

Cubs' Dawson picked / ' 

will happen at Nebraska / as AP player of year 
CICAGO (AP)-Andre DaWBOn, who skyrocketed to the top 

of the battiq chart, after thrusting hlmself on the Chlcqo 
Cubs lut spring, Thu~ was named The Associated 

By Al Hall --Iowa State football coach Jim Walden would just as 
soon skip Saturday's ''homecoming" trip to Nebraska's 
Memorial Stadium. 

He spent four seasons (1969-73) as an assistant to 
Coach Bob Devaney In Nebraska and knoWS all too well 
what can happen to visiting teams in Un~ln. 

His task in the 1:30 p.m. game Saturday: will be 

:::~:~ :~t}~= !ta~1~!t'! ,:1 !:~':~! 
try to find a way to stop No. Z Nebraska, which\hasn't 
missed a beat on the way to an 8-0 overall mark. 

In a recent 66-3 win over Kansas State, Nebraska 
played 105 players. Seventeen different players rushed 

• with the ball and eight different players scored. 

11IE CORNHUSKERS also are 4-0 In the Big 8 and 
are a 48\,i-polnt favorite to earn a victory, which would 
give Tom O!lborne hit 146th coaching win. That would 
break the record of win.I by a Big 8 coach shared by 
Osborne, ex-Oklahoma Col.ch Bud Wilkinson and 
cunent Oklahoma Coach Sany Switzer. 

Switzer also will try to join O!lbome on top of the 
heap when his No. I-ranked Sooners host Oklahoma 
State Saturd~. 

"We'll take the same attitude we took toward 
Oklahoma (In a 56-3 lou)," Walden said. 'We'll play as 
hard as we can, see tbe fun of It, compare ourselves, 
measure up and try to improve a little bit." 

Osborne complimented Iowa State's effort this 
season. 

''Where they 'seem to get in trouble is depth." 
Osborn~ said. "JM they can put 11 people on offense 

out there that are pretty good. The same thing on 
defense. 

"As the games have gone on they've gotten worn 
down a little bit. It's a little misleading to say they don't 
have any talent. They do have some talent. They're just 
a little short of numbers." • 

Nebraska ls typically Nebraska. Six backs, including 
quarterback Steve Taylor, have rushed for 200 or more 
yards and all average at least 5.4 yards per carry. 

I-Back Keith Jones leads with 650 yards and Taylor 
has added 455. Taylor also bas passed for 802 yards and 
13 touchdowns. 

"With my personnel, nothin(s easy to defend," 
Walden said, "Power'• power. They do more things on 
offense than Oklahoma does. It will probably be harder 
for us. They're just as physical and they make us cover 
more formations. 

"In some ways it will be harder to try to stop that 
freight train." 

Iowa State's best bet to hold the score down will be to· 
hold On to the ball itself. The Cyclones have been able 
to move the ball fairly consistently, although Walden 
wu Ml. ~ased with the~ort agal~ Colorado. 

Joe Henderson has blossomed this year and ranks 
semnd among leaRUe rushers with 104.75 yards a game. 
Nebraska's Jones Is third wllh 92.86 yards an outing. 

ISU quarterback Brett Sadek has become more 
comfortable with Walden's offense and wide receiver 
Dennis Ron ranks second in conference pus receiving 
with 4.75 catches a game. 

Walden knows it will be tough to move against the 
Com.husker defense, which ranks second in the Blg 8, 
allowing 253.8 yards a game. 

' • Please tum to 3B: ISU 

• Presa Player of the Year. 
The belt player In major league butball this year, In lbe 

opln1on of sports writers and broadcasters wbo were asked to 
decide the honor, flnisbed the season batlml .281 with a major• 
league high 131 RBI. Only Oakland's 
Mark McGwire matched hi• home run 
total of 49. 

In Dawson's 10 prevlou, full seuons 
with Montrea1, hi• best power numbers 
were 32 bomenJ and 113 RBI ln 1983. 

"I never es:pected a aeuon like this. 
It's the kind ol year you can only dream 
about," be uJd In a telephone Interview 
from hi• norlda home. 

"It all bolls down to aetting off to a 
good start. gettllll your momentum, your 
adrenalin gofn&" added the 33-year-old. 
outftekter, wbo felt It wu tomethlng a 
player bu to do for himaelf. 

With OaWIOD tNrin& up opposing 
pitchers and former Cy Youna award 
winner RJck Sutcliffe off to a fut start, the Cubs contended ror tM 
National League Eut title. But the club began June with a lWOOll. 
By September, Manapr Gene IOcbael retipled and General 
Mana,er Oallu Green realped a month later. 

The Cubl apin ftnilbed at the bottom oftbe NL Eut with a 76-
85 mark de,ptte Oawlon'• outstanding play. ' 

DaW90tl receleved 80 vote, from a natlonwide poll of writers 
and broadcuten prior to pomeuon play to beat, Toront.o 
outfielder Georp Bell, who received 42 votet after hitting 41 
bomen and drtvin& In 134 runa. 
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HARMON: Announcement expected on status 
From~ 1B 

"I don't have any reason to think 
there would be (NCAA-ordered 
forfeits), because it's a situation 
where the staff had no knowledge or 
reuon to suspect violations, H Elliott 
..... 

Members or the committee Inves
tigating the report are Leo Davis, 
chairman or the Iowa Boa.rd in 
Control of Athletics, and David 
Vernon, a university law professor. 

Davis and Vernon were members 
of the committee which looked Into 
the connection between Ronnie 
Harmon and Walters last spring. 

Julia Davis, the other member of 
the committee from the spring, is no 
longer a member of the Iowa 
facul ty. 

The committee asked Kevin Har
mon to be interviewed last spring. 
but Hannon declined, Elliott said. 
The athletic director said a staff 
person talked to Kevin Harmon at 
that time. 

Hin my opinion, Kevin has had 
absolutely no dealing with agents," 
DHott said. 

Elliott said Harmon may have 
m:eived ben@fits Indirectly from an 
agent through hi• brother or anolh• 
er party. Former Iowa player Devon 
Mitchell also wu Walters' client. 

FRY DEFENDED his leading 
rusher. 

"Certainly, I am definitely of the 
same opinion that no wrong has 
been done and that Kevin is 
innocent," Fry aald, 

Fry al10 said he attended a 
meeting Thursday with Elliott and 
the university committff that is 
invcitlpting the matter. 

"I'm very relieved," said Fry. ~1 
certainly feel like that Kevin did not 
intentionally do anything wrong, did 
not have direct contact with the '°"" 
called agenta." 

Fry la.id media reportl about 
Hannon have bffn frustrating u his 
team prepare, for Saturday's game. 

''We ju.it have to tit back to see 
what the NCAA and the Big Ten 
people, what conclusion they come 
to after they see the reportJ" from 
Iowa. "At thit point I certainly feel 
good about it." 

MARnN RAUCH, Ronnie Har
mon's agent, said Wednesday Kevin 
may have received money for an 
airline ticket through Mitchell for a 
trip from St. Louis to Iowa. 

Hannon, who met with the com
mittee Thursday, will remain a 
member of the team while the 
Investigation continue,, Elliott said. 
A university statement issued 
Thursday Kid "an announcement 
will be made u 900n as possible 

Bowls, NCAA take 
wait and see attitude 

By Jim Ecker 
Gazttte~9110f1aldilor The NCAA is waiting on the Univel'1!ity of Iowa, and the bowls 

are waiting on the NCAA. 
That was part of the scenario Thursday concemlng the 

Kevin Harmon case, as university officials continued their 
inveatigation into whether the Hawkeye football player received 
illegal benefits from an agent in 1985 or 1986. 

If Harmon did break NCAA rules, Iowa must declare him 
ineligible. And if the NCAA decides that Iowa must forfeit games for 
using an ineligible player this season, the Hawkeyes' status at a bowl 
contender would be jeopardized. 

"It'* the-.imtitution'1 obliption to ®Clare an athlete ineligible,'' 
Janet Justus, the NCAA's assistant director of eligibility, told The 
Guette. 

Justus said she could not comment specifically on Harmon, but 
said the NCAA-is aware of the situation. 

Harmon reportedly received $350 and airplane tickets from New 
York agent Norby Wallen. But according to Iowa athletic director 
Bump Elliott, Harmon might have received the benefits through his 
older brother, Ronnie, and through Devon Mitchell, two former 
Hawkeyes who had dealings with Walters. 

"If the money were not given directly to the itudent-athlete . 
Hmmm," said Ju.if.us, wondering bow that might affect an athlete's 
eligibility. 

Ir Iowa does suspend Hannon, the school can then appeal that 
1uspension to the NCAA. "We do t ry to move It more quickly"~when 
an appeal is made in-season, iaid Juif.111. 

"We can do it in a few days," she u.ld. 
Teryl Austin, a defensive back at the Univenity of Pittsburgh, 

regained his eligibility earlier this season when he repaid an agentT 
sat out two games and cut his ties with the agent. 

MEANWHILE. OfflCIALS of three bowl games that are looking at 
Iowa said they are obligated to obey NCAA rulings. If forfeits leave 
the Hawks with a losing record, they'd be Ineligible for bowls. 

"We're guided by the jurisdiction of the NCAA," said A.F. "Bud" 
Dudley, executive director of the Liberty Bowl. "If the NCAA &aw fit 
to make them forfeit those games, wt'd have to abide by that ruling." 

Officials from the Peach and AJl,American bowls offered similar 
views. 

"Regardless of the record on the field, It would be their official 
record," said Bill Oakley of the All-American. "You have to win more 
games than you lose to go to a bowl. 

WWe like Iowa," added C>ak.ley. "This i1 strictly an lnlrl-unh·ersity 
and intra-NCAA matter." 

Robert Dale Morgan of the Peach Bowl said, "We comply with 
NCAA rules, just like institutions have to. . 

"If they are eligible to go to • bowl game under NCAA rules, they 
will remain on our list." 

Representatives rrom the Peach, Liberty, All-American and 
Freedom bowls are expected to attend Iowa's game at Northwestern 
on Saturday. 

regarding Kevin Hannon's status for 
the remainder or the football sea
son." 

Elliott said the school had been in 
touch with both the Big Ten and 
NCAA. 'They're waiting for the 
university's investigation," he said. 

Asked if Harmon could repay any 

money allegedly received from Wal• 
ters and retain hit eligibilty, as was 
the case with a Pittsburgh player 
earlier thi1 year, Elllott declined to 
speculate. 

"I don't know at this moment," 
Elliott said. "That may come out of 
working with the NCAA." 

l 1ow A: Gridders travel to Northwestern 
:: From page 1 B 
-: "It's • little ltltf today," Bayless = said of his right knee Tuesday after 

: :'m~:;kc:s ":i:,I ~.~! 
:: loosened up." 

~ ru~:, ::e~ ~J.~:11~! 
: from Syracuae who bu carried siz 

:- times for 2S yards this year. 
. : Four bowl scouts are upected. at 
: Dyche Stadium for the l p.m. 
~ kickoff. Representatives of the Free• 

; :,n\oLlw~~d~ :, ~:~~~~ 
: game. The Hawks still have a 
: remote shot at the Rose Bowl, but 
- need help from team, playing 
..: league-leaders Michigan State and 
.: Indiana. 

~ "Iowa Is still In the thick of the 
.. _ coo ference race," said Wildcat 
: Coacb Francis Peay. "They realize, 

.e u we do, that they must play well to 
~: remain a Utle contender. Our prob
,.. lem1 are compounded because 

~ ~~~~~~ :r~~~s = The Hawlu AN 3-2 In the Big Ten, 
... tied for third with Michigan and 
:: Ohio State. Northwestem Is 1-4 in 
::: the leque, aitting aJone in ninth 
~ place •. 
~ Running back Isn't the on1y 

~~ 

.... 

question mark for the Hawkeyes 
this week. Defensive tackle Steve 
Thomas injured a leg In the 29-21 
win over Indiana last week and Is 
doubtful for the Wlldcata. Myron 
Keppy will replace Thomu In the 
starting lineup. 

Fry Is still deciding between Marv 
Cook and Dan McGwire u his 
punter. Cook kicked four Umes for a 
43-yard average last week In his 
first action of the year. McGwire 
last punted in high school, and 
averaged more than 40 yards per 
kick his final two prep aeasons. 

Northwestern hasn't beaten Iowa 
since 1973. 

'They've still got the same prob
lems," Fry said. '"They don't have 
great nu.mben in depth. U 10me
one's hurt, there's an obvioua drop
off." 

Yet the Wildcata battled Iowa to 
the fmisb last year, with the Hawks 
sneaking out a 27-20 victory. 

-it's very easy to show players on 
film last year'1 game and bow well 
they played us," Fry said. 

In a 45-33 Wildcat Josa to Minne
sota this year, the two teams 
combined for 1110re than 1,100 yards 
in offense and seven fourth-quarter 
touchdowns. 

Junior college transfer Byron 

Offtulve UMUpt 
INIIITIH CM.1,1,ll 

" u -· " H ... ... 
" .,_ 

' " " . 

Sanders leads the team in nisbing 
with 672 yards. Senior quarterback 
Mike GrMnfiekl bu thrown for 833 
yards and bu run for another 348. 

"He's probably the best running 
quarterback ID the league," Fry 
uld. 

Nowv;>u've 
gqteverytb.ingbut 

the Jim Beam. 
When)W 

ttwith 
;~ 

" Beam, 

'"""' """ ... 
rocks. 

ij 
""'""._,, .,...,...,,...,u_--..,.._.,•..,,,.. 

NBA opens 42nd season tonight 
Bill Russell starts his career with 

the Sacramento Kings tonight, 10 
years after his previous coaching 
job with Seattle and with a light 
year's difference in attitude. 

Celtics, Lohaus on cable TV 
Orie-of the advantages of playing basketball for the. Boston CelUcs 

Is getting to appear on television. 

The Kings will host Golden State 
as the NBA open1 Its 42nd aeason 
with II games. The Chicago Bulls 
are ·the only team that will not see 
action. 

Such will be the case tonight when former Iowa star Bntd tohaus 
makes his debut with the Celta 8'ainst the Milwaukee Bucks u the 
1987-88 NBA season begins. 

The game will be televised by WTBS (cable channel 4 In Ceda:r 
Rapids) at 7:05. 

Russell, who was a playlr•coach 
for three years In Boston and a 
coach for four seasons in Seattle, 
said he will be more patient with his 
players than he used to be. 

Kl recognize that this Is a playen' 
league," Russell said. "It's my job to 
put the players into a position 
where they can do their best. They 
appe;ir to be open to my approach. 
It will take time to see how open 
they really are." 

The Celtics won 11 champion• 
ships In Russell's 13 yean as • 
player, but Russell knows it's diffi
cult to translate skill as a player 
into coaching skill. 

"The players under1tand that 
everything I do Is intended to make 
them betttt players, .. Ruaiell said. 
"I'm enjoying this very much. The 

Lohaus i1 a reserve forward. 

playen are making great efforts to 
learn and as long as they continue, I 
feel we'll be sucettsful." 

In other games tonight, Cleveland 
Is at New Jersey, Indiana at Phila
delphia, Washington at Atlanta, 
New York at Detroit, Milwaukee at 
Boston, Utah at Dallas, San Antonio 
at Houston, the Los Angeles Clip
pers at Denver, Seattle at the Los 
Angeles Laken and Phoenix at 
Portland. 

Russell .said that he doesn't 
believe he left basketball in 1977, 
when he lut .coached in Seattle. 

'Tm amused by the comments, 
'BJU Russell ls bacirlri basketball,' ,. 
be aald, "As far as I'm concerned, I 

never left. Aa a broadcaster for 
many years, I stayed clo,e to the 
game and watched u the game 
progressed. What Bill Ruasell Is 
back In is the coaching arena. I 
know a lot about winning and I 
finnly believe that a lot of that can 
be taught.~ 

Russell aa.id his starting lineup 
will be a combination of the new 
and old. 

Holdovers LaSalle Thompson and 
Otis Thorpe will start at center and 
forward, and veteran Reggie Theus 
will inove from point guard to 
shoot.In& guard. Theus' old spot will 
be taken by rookie Kenny Smitli.. 

Navy's Robinson to sign with NBA's Spurs 
SAN ANTONIO, Texu (AP) - Former Navy center 

David Robinson, who ha.s kept mum his NBA plans for 
six months, will sign with the San Antonio Spurs today, 
team officials said. 

"When he did leave, I felt he was open-minded and 
if he was open-minded I knew Angelo could get It 
done," Weiss said. 

Robinson, the Spurt' No. l draft choice, still has a 
two-year commitment In the Navy, but the team ls 
e~erly awaiting his help for the future. 

"Some people could have come here and ii didn't 
matter what you did you couldn't slgn them.~ 

The first news of Robinson agreeing to sign with the 
Spurs came from the San Antonio Expreu-News, which 
quoted· Robinson's best friend and fonner Navy 
roommate, Carl Liebert. 

Spurs Chairman Angelo Drossos said Robinson's 
signing is scheduled for today in the Convention Center 
Arena, and will be open to the public. 

"It's all ju.st falling into place," said Drossos, who has 
been talking with Robinson and his agent for the put 
10 days. 

"David called me tonight and told me he will be 
wearing the black and silver of the Spur1," Liebert said. 

Coach Bob Wein said he 1poke with Robinson in 
September when tht 7-foot•l All American and his 
family received a red,cafl)et tol.!_r of the city. Robinson, 
The Associated Preis' College Player of the Year last 
season, had not committed to the NBA team, but Weiu 
thought Robinson could be signed. 

The New York Times reported that the guaranteed 
contract was worth a $26 million over eight years, 
Including a Sl m.illlon signing bonus payable immedi
ately. 

The Spurs are coming off their worst season at 24-58. 
At Navy, Robinson set 33 school records, including 

2,669 career points, 1,314 rebounds and 516 blocked 
shots. 
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