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WALTERS BLAMES THE PLAYERS 

RUMORS HAVE ENGULFED BLOOM 
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s p E C I A L R E p 0 R T 

BY CRAIG EFF 
Wit/1 reporli11g by Jill l .,ieber ar1d Bn,ce Selcraig 

T IS HARO TO OVERS I \IL I Ill IIAVOC 

that orby Walters has v.rought in 
his brief career as a !'>ports agent. Tn 
the nearly three years since this 
fast-talking sho\v-bi1 booking agent 

decided to represent athletes. he has be
come the most controversial operative 
in a field that thrives on turmoil and 
contention He has n1adeene1nics. head
lines and mistakes in profusion. prompt
ing urgent calls by both sports and gov
ernment officials for reform of the 
sports-agent game to protect athletes 
from his supposedly dangerous Ilk. 

For his part . the 56-ycar-old Walters, 
\\ hose activities are under investigation 
by the FBI and a federal grand jury in 
Chicago. claims to have done nothing il
legal or immoral He says he is the inno
cent victim of jealous. rumor-planting 
rival agents. sensalion:11i1ing reporters 
and unscrupulous collegians \\ ho have 
robbed him blind li e admits onl} that 
he paid and signed college football and 
basketball players- an act of unappreci
a tee.I generosity. as he secs it. .. I've given 
my blood money to these kids," he says 
Walters makes this assertion with an 
odd mi.,ture of S"-a&ger and despair. On 
the one hand. he asserts that the money 
he has spent on athletes 1s. by lbe stan
dards of the entertainment industry 
from which he springs, small potatoes 
On the other hand. he allo,\S that his 
foray into sports may have been his Wa
terloo "On Day One. if 1 had kno,vn this 
thing would have gone into lh1s kind of 
investment. I ,vouldn' t have done it." he 
says . .. because T never dreamt it v.ould 
be this tough or this strange or this exas
perating .... I'm sick right now from 
th is v.·hole thing.'' 

Tn tandem with L loyd Bloom, 28. his 
principal associate 1n the ew York 
firm o f \Vorld Sports & Entertainment. 
Inc . \.Valters sought to corner the n1ar
ket in blue-chip college football players 

and it looked for a \\•hile as if he might 
actually succeed Expending vast sums 
of money Bloom puts the total at 
$800,000 World Sports & Entertain
ment signed ac least 30 athletes. includ-
1 ng some of the biggest names in college 
sports. Walters and Bloom gave money 
to at least five of this year's fi rl>t-round 

FL draft choices before their eligibil
ity expired. and signed all of them to 
contracts. 

The players who took \Valters's mon 
cy while they still had eligibility remain
ing violated , CAA rules. As Walters 
points out. this wasn't a firl>t. M ike 
Trope. for one. a Los Angeles based 
agcn t. ad milted signing a number of un
derclassmen as far back us 1978. But 
things got messy for Walters when I ) 

some of his signees got it into their heads 
to defect to other agents and 2) Walters. 
getting it into h,s head that he had been 
wronged. decided to sue the athletes and 
to speak out in the ne"'spapers Since 
then the situation has taken a succession 
of sensational twists and turns. 
• On Morch 16, Ka the Clements. an as
sociate of sports agent Steve Zucker and 
the "ife of former otre Dame quarter
back Tom Clements, was slashed and 
beaten in her office in the Chicago sub
urb of Skokie. I ll.. by a n1an v.earing a 
ski n1ask and gloves Zucker says he and 
Kathe Clements had signed three of 
Walters's former clients-Cincinnati 
Bengals (and former Tennessee) ,vide 
receiver Tim McGee. ex- ebraska run
ning back Doug DuBose (nO\v ,vath San 
Francisco) and l,niversity of Washing
ton defensi, e lineman Reggae Rogers. 
the Detroit l ions· o. I pick and that 
Wailers and Bloom had upbraided Cle
ments over the phone. Zucker also 
claims that Bloom confronted C lements 
at the Senior Bowl in January about a 
Zucker clien t \\ho allegedly owed 
Bloom and \Vallers money. telling her 
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that ··people \vho don·t pay their debLs 
can have lhcir hands broken:· M ichael 
Langer. a Skokie police lieutenant at 
firsl said \Valters was a suspect in the at
tack on Clements. but so far police have 
found no evidence LO link Wai lers or 
WS - to the incident. 
• Concerned about Lhe Clements attack 
and other reports linking Walters and 
Bloom lo possible illegal activilies. the 
FBI opened an tnvestigation and a fed
eral grand j ury in Chicago began a 
broad inquiry in May or Walters's and 
Bloom's work as sports agenlS. The 
grand jury, ,vhich is expecled lo sit 
through the summer and possibly long
er. has subpoenaed doLens of college and 
pro players and several college adminis
trators and is focusing on allegations 
lhat Wailers or his associates were en
gaged in fraud and racketeering. The 

FULLWOOD SIGNED EARLY ... 

◄ 

No,·by Walters stormed i,zto college sports 
a,zd, with his f ellow age,zt Lloyd Bloo,n, 
wooed blue-clzip athletes with cash. The 
11pshot of it is a grandjr,ry i,zvestigation, 
clzarges of threats, n1i11ed college careers 

grandjur) also is considering ,vhether to 

indict athletes for defrauding their uni
versities. for whom they sign statements 
each year s,vearing lhat they have bro
ken no CAA rules. as ,veil as "'ith cax 
evasion, for possibly faiLing to report 
money received from WSE. Proving 
some of the fraud allega lions has been 
difficult, according to a source with 
knowledge of the investigation. 
• The FL Players Association said il 
hall received phone calls from t\VO for
mer WSE clients who claimed they had 
been threatened by Walters after leav
ing him. " Both players' stories were al
most identical." an FLPA source told 
The Atla11tc1 Co11sritutio11. ..They said 
\Val lers called them and told them, •J·m 
going to Lalk to my people in l~as Vegas 
and gel them to break your legs.' ·• 
These were but two of several reported 

threats. One former Walters client. \Vil
liam Harris. a University of Texas tight 
end who transferred to Bishop College 
in Dallas last year and was chosen by 
the St. Louis Cardinals in the seventh 
round in this year's NFL draft. told SI 
that Walters didn't threaten him when 
he left WSE but that "he threatened a 
couple of my footbaJl-pfaying buddies. 
Be told one. a ,vide receiver, he'd have 
his knees broken." The New York Tir11es 
reported that the fBl office in Dallas 
has a tape recording on which Bloom 
can be heard threatening to break the 
hands of former SM U wide receiver 
R on M orris ir Morris signed ,vith anoth
er agent. And in the most startling reve
lation. former Auburn running back 
Brent Fullwood, the Packers' o. I draft 
choice. who has admitted signing wilh 
Walters and taking money from him 

. .. AND PITT PUT GLADMAN (32) OUT, DECLARING HIM INELIGIBLE 
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S P E C I A l R E P O R T 

ZUCKER WAS CRYING FOUL ... 

~ expenses-an apartment and a car." Be-
r 

~ cause H armon's contract faUs under the 
; jurisdiction of the FL PA, his case \\ i 11 

be decided by a players· association ar
bitrator A hearing was held June 10 
and a decision is pending. At the same 
tin1e. Rogers is suing \\/alters and G. 
Patrick Ilealy, an attorney from Taco
ma who allegedly loaned him money, 
for misrepresentation. Tv.·o former Flor
ida players. defensive back Adrian 
W hite and running back Frankie ea). 
also arc suing lo have their contracts 
with Walters voided. 
• In addition 10 Harmon. Fullwood. 
Rogers, McGee, H arris. former Texas 

__ ;;;;;;:;;i• running back Edwin Simmons and for
:: mer Southern M1ssissipp1 wide receiver .. 

~~i Andrew Mott nll told SI that they took 

... OVER CLEMENTS'S PLIGHT 

while still eligible for college football. 
told The Co11sri1111io11 that he testified to 
the Chicago grand jury that Bloom had 
threatened to ··bump off" Fullwood's 
current agent. George Kickliter, for 
signing Fullwood away from WSE. 
Bloom denies lhe charge and says he 
never threatened anyone. Walters also 
denies threatening anyone 
• \Valters filed breach-of-contract suits 
against six of the players who left him 
and asked that the players be forced to 
repay all the money he had given to 
them. These include five of this year's 
first-round 'FL draft choices- Rogers. 
Fullwood, Purdue defensive back Rod 
Woodson (Steelers). Pitt defensive end
linebacker Tony \Voods (Sea hawks) and 
Clemson running back Terrence Flagler 
(49ers) as ,vell as the Bills' second-year 
running back. Ronnie Harmon, ,vho has 
admitted receiving $54. 172.92 from 
Walters beginning in his junior year at 
Iowa. "That's not so much money," 
J-Iarmon told SL .. That's over two years. 
\Vhat's that. $27,000 a year? J had living 

36 

money \Vhile still eligible for college 
football. Woodson. Flagler and \Voods 
have also been identified as having done 
so. ( CAA rules. il should be noted. do 
not penalize schools in such cases unless 
1t is established that school officials ei
ther knew or should have kno\vn of the 
payments and did not immediately sus
pend the players.) 
• At least four college athletes were de
clared ineligible for their upcoming se
nior seasons because of their involve
ment with \VSE. On July 15. Ohio State 
declared ineligible "ide receiver Cris 
Carter. a R eisman Trophy candidate. 
after Carter admitted to school officials 
that he had signed a contract and ac
cepted a $5.000 loan from Walters and 
Bloom in May 1986 and had subsequent
ly accepted monthly payments totaling 
$ 1.800 (see box, page 38). Previously. Al
abama had declared basketball star Der
rick McK ey ineligible for signing with 
and taking a $2.500 promissory note 
from WSE. McK ey entered the June 
, BA draft and ,vas selected in the first 
round b) Seattle. Pitt defensive back 
Teryl Austin lost his eligibility for his se
nior season after he admitted signing 
with and taking money from WSE. Pitt 
also declared running back Charles 
Gladman ineligible after he refused to 
cooperate with 1 CAA and university 
investigations into \VSE's dealings with 
Panther players Gladman denies in
volvement ,, ith Walters·s firm. More 
players may yet be declared ineligible. 
although Bloom said they won't be WSE 
clients. Robert Berry. a Boston College 
law professor who is representing Carter 
in his dealings ,..,ith the CAA and the 

FL. recently told the Associated Press. 
" l think of your top players. a good 
50 percent have received some type of 
payment" 
• Last spring, Big IO and Southeast
ern Conference representatives checked 
into the possibility that some players in
volved with Walters might have at
templed to shave points in football and 
basketball games Harmon fun1bled four 
times in the first half and dropped a pass 
in the end tone in Iowa's 45-28 loss to 
UCLA 1n the 1986 Rose Bo,,I. Confer
ence officials say they ha,e found no e,
idence of point shaving. 

Clearly. no ordinary man could have 
created so much commotion. But no
body has ever accused orby Walters of 
being ordinary. least of all himself. The 
\vhite-haired. deceptively mild-looking 
\Valters has made a name for hin1self 
o,er the last two decad~ as a booking 
agent for such entertainers as M iles 
Da, is. Luther Van dross. Patti LaBelle. 
Janet Jackson. Kool and the Gang and 
Ben Vereen. " T've become . orby Wal
ters. the premier seller of black enter
tainment in the United Stales of Ameri
ca. maybe in the world,'' he likes to brag. 

The premier seller of black entertain
ment in the world (maybe) gre,, up in 
Brooklyn as orby Meyer. the son of Jo
seph M eyer, a onetime Jight,,eight who 
boxed in the Army under the name of 
Soldier Meyer. After \Vorld War l r. 
Meyer owned a Ja1.1 club called Soldier 

SMU'S MORRIS: VICTIM OF THREATS? 
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FRANZESE DISPUTES WALTERS 

Meyer's Brooklyn Bop H ouse but sold iL 
in 1953 to orby and his older brother. 
Walter. who renamed Lhe place orby 
& Walter's Bel-Air. As the two brothers 
tell the story, the ampersand on the 
club's neon sign didn't \VOrk and every
one came to kno,v the club as orby 
Walter's. EventuaUy both Meyer broth
ers changed their last name to Walters. 

The Brooklyn club featured such no
table ja7.L musicians as Davis. Charlie 
Parker and Zoot Sims. The Walters 
brothers later ov,ned olher clubs offer
ing everything from the Latin rhythms 
of T ito Puente to the nightclub act of 
transsexual Christine Jorgensen to belly 
dancing, the last al an establishment in 
Queens called Arabian ights. 

In January 1966 orby Walters· 
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Supper Club opened next door to the z 

Copacabana on M anhattan·s East Side. ~ 
~ 

orby was the greeter at night. " H e ~ 
• could bull-- and rap wiLh anybody," ~ 
z 

says Waller Walters admiringly. --H e t 
could Lalk with a M afia captain . 
He could talk wiLh a hooker off the 
sLreet. He knew how to handle every
body. Best up-front man in the business. 
maybe in the whole United Stales ... 

After nearly L\vo years in operation, 
however, orby Walters' losl iLs Liquor 
license because of what a ew York 
State Liquor Aulhority report obtained 
by ST describes as "a highly adverse po
lice and license history for assaults and 
prostiLulion acLivities: · The establish
ment continued to operate for another 
three months. during ,vhich time t,vo 
mobsters, Oresto Joseph Bruni and Ro
sario (Sonny) Parisi. were shoL to death 
at the bar by a Lhird man after an argu
ment on March 22. 1968. The establish
ment was then closed orby Lhen de-

cided to try his hand as a bool<lng agent. 
H e began \vith bands in ev,1 Jersey and 
Long I sland. Smart and hardworking. 
Walters built an extremely successful 
business. .. For a kid Lo come from a 
cold-waler. third-floor flat. f Lhink he 
did pretly good." says his broLher, a 
booking agent in Florida. 

EnterLainment agents have occasion
ally ventured into sports, and orby 
\\ 'a lters \vas receptive ~·hen, in early 
1985, Bloom suggested they team up Lo 
recruit and represenL college athletes. 
Bloom. a cocky and persuasive sort. had 
variously worked as a bouncer al C'-' 

York's Studio 54, as a professional party 
giver for ew York companies and ce
lebrities and as an employee al his fa
ther's collection agency in nearby West
chester County. H e had played tight end 
and linebacker at lrvi ngton ( . Y .) High 
and, according to coaches, had been dis
appointed when no major college re
cruited him. Says one of Bloom·s former 
coaches. " l Tis dream was always to own 
a pro football team." Bloom's proposal 
to Wailers was simple: Bloom \vould use 
his sports knowledge to recruit athletes 
and orby would be, well. orby. 

The athletes Walters and Bloom 
sought fi t a pattern. AU were black and 
many were needy, often with a sick rela
tive or a single parent. A fter introduc
tory phone calls, Wailers and Bloom 
\Vould meet wiLh a player. usually in a 
hotel room. Players in1erviewed by SJ 

.. ,J 

say that \Vallers ,, ould launch into a 
high-,.,elocity sales pitch Ordinarily. he 
talks very much like a Borsch t Belt com
ic. but he came across to Lhe players as a 
curious mixture of social acti\iSt and 
street-corner jive artist 

.. orby would do Lh1s." wys Rogers. 
-- rrc·d shake your hand and say. ·r·m 

1orby \Vallers.· Then he·d snap his fin
gers l\\ice and say. ·agent of the stars''" 

"T thought he \\'llS black. ha, ing spo
ken Lo him on Lhe phone:· says Sim
mons. " I was very surprised \\ihen I met 
him. J-J e tolcJ me he had marched ,~ith 
Marlin Luther King. Lhat he has 
marched v.ith minorities 1n Lhe:: SouLh 
Alabama. Georgia. I Te said he gre,\ up 
in the slums, that all his life he has been 
around black people and he kne\v ho\\ 
they lhoughl." 

·· He had the speech patterns do,,n." 
says McGee. " He talked like the black 
guys on the corner. the same junk·· 

.. lie seemed to kno,, the time to Lurn 
on his black speech. lil,.e. ·J-tcy, whal's 
happening. man?·-lhe broLher lingo:· 
says Motl. .. The coaches ,vho recruit you 
for college do the same thing N orby 
sounded more believable, like he had 
bec!n doing it a long tin1e." 

.. His acLions were black:· says 
St. Louis Cardinals rookie George 
$\,arn. a former Miami of Ohio running 
back. who told Sf he turned dov.n an of
fer of S2.500 from Walters. '' like. he 
v.·aJl<ed "'ith a slight limp. You know. 

HARMON (CENTER) ATTENDED AN NFLPA HEARING ON HIS CONTRACT 

3 7 
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SPECIAL R E P O R T 
-- -------- - ----------- ----

... _.. " . -

A SAD GOODBYE TO COLUMBUS 
A few short months ago Cris Carter 
could do no wrong On ew Year's 
Day he caught four passes for 61 yards 
in the Cotton Bowl to finish his junior 
season at Ohio State v.·1 th school rec
ords for receptions (69). yards CJ, 127) 
and touchdown catches ( 11 ) He \.\a:, a 
consensus All-America. the first Buck
eye receiver so honored in 42 years. 

On July I 5. Carter's coUege career 
ended Ohio State athletic director 
Rick Bay declared him ineligible after 
learning that Carter had. in violation 
of CAA rules. signed "ith agents 

orby Walters and Lloyd Bloom in 
the spring of his sophomore year and 
accepted from them a $5.000 interest
free loan and S1.800 in monthly pay
ments " I n1ust be (held) responsible 
for my actions:· acknowledged Carter 
in a v.ritten statement handed out at 
the press conference 

Caner's is the story of a young man 
seduced by greed and torn bet\veen 

t,\o brothers. Clarence (Butch) Carter, 
29, the former Jl3A guard CL.A Lak
ers. Indiana. ew York and Philadel
phia) and the oldest of seven Carter 
children. ,vanted Cris lo follow the 
straight and narrow. George Carter. 
27. a former Illinoi!> State basketball 
player and convicted felon. had differ
ent ideas. ft is" ith George Carter that 
the trouble apparently started. 

In April 1986. according to Boston 
College Ja,, professor Robert Berry, 
one of Cris Carter's new legal advisers, 
George Carter was hanging around 
Cris's Columbus apartment when he 
noticed an unopened letter from 
World Sports & rntertainrnent . Wal
ters's ew York firm. George read the 
letter. \Vithin a few days George who 
had been released five months earlier 
from state prison i_n Jacksonville. IIJ . 
where he had served 16 months for 
burglary and forgery- flew to Ne,v 
York at Wal ters·s expense. Says Berry. 

" H e called Cris and said. ,, 
::: :;; 'You can get an interest-,. 
~ free loan from these guys . ... 
i They'll give you money., 
0 

"' On M ay I. 1986. Bloom 

CRIS WAS CONSIDERED A PRIZE CATCH 

came to Columbus with a 
large amount of cash. a 
$5,000 promissory note and 
a contract. Bloom. Cris and 
George rode around town 
for several hours in Cris's 
car, discussing a possible 
deal. according to Berry 
" The other two started 
working on Cris,'' says Ber
ry. Bloom told Cris that he 
would postdate the contract 
to Jan. 2. 1988-the day 
after next season's Rose 
Bowl. the last possible game 
of Cris's senior year. Final
ly, Berry said. Cris stopped 
the car and signed. Bloom 
gave him $5.000 cash and 
promised him additional 
payments every month for 
the rest of his college career. 

\Vhat Cris didn't know. according 
to Butch Caner, \vas that George was 
already working as a recruiter for Wal
ters and Bloom. Bloom says that WSE 
has indeed employed George in that 
capacity, but he insists that the firm 
hired him the same day that Cris 
signed \\' ith the agents Ohio Parole 
Commission records indicate that 
WSE hired George for $39.000 a year 
as a .. special assistant": Bloom says, 
however, that George's salary v.•as un
specified. "George 1s such a snake," 
says Butch 

Butch Carter says that George's 
"sole purpose" 1n working for \Valters 
was "to bring Cris into orby's fold ." 
He also says that George funneled 
$12,000 of Walters·s money to Cris to 
buy a ca, Butch says he persuaded 
Cris to return the car to George and 
that George shortly thereafter totaled 
it 1n an accident There is no record of 
the incident with the Ohio Bureau of 
M otor Vehicles 

Butch. who works as a financial 
planner in Dayton and a nigh school 
basketball coach in the Carter home
town of Middleto,, n. Ohio. says he 
sent Cris $75 every other week so he 
wouldn't need money I-Ie also sa)s 
he paid his brother's credit card bills. 

The payments from WSE continued 
until March of this year when Crts was 
suddenly being linked to \Vallers in 
newspaper reports. When Butch con
fronted him about the reports. Cris 
broke do""n and admitted they were 
true. Butch wanted Lo turn his brother 
in immediately, but Berry told him to 
wait until they had explored ways to 
salvage Cris ·s eligibility. 

Ohio State athletic officials pressed 
Carter about his alleged ties to Wal
ters. but Cris repeatedly denied any in
volvement " He just outright lied," 
says Ohio State coach Earle Bruce. 

In May Cris was subpoenaed by the 
federal grand jury in Chicago looking 
into the activities of Walters and 
Bloom. On July 10. Berry told Bruce 
that Cris had signed with WSE. 

Cris now faces possible criminal 
charges and may be sued by Walters 

... _ ... ...;,_ . .. -1..... ,- i 
- ---
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for breach of contract 
Says Bruce, ··J hope some
day I 'll be able to forgive 
him, but I won't forget 
\vhat he has done." 

Berry. meanwhile. has 
petitioned the FL for a 
supplementary draft that 
v.'ould aUO\V Cris to play 
in the pros this fall. FL 
rules bar anyone from en
tering the league unlil ei
ther he or his class grad
uates from college, and 
some NFL owners have 
expressed fears that let
ling Carter compete this 
season would encourage 
large numbers of other 
underclassmen to sign 
with agents. However. the 
NFL has made numerous 
exceptions to the rule in 
the past, at least once after 
a player threatened a law
suit. At week's end Berry 
was waiting for word from 
the FL. 

Gecrge Carter spake to 
SI several tin1es in June .. 
but he has not returned 3 

:, 

phone calls since then. ~ 
"' He said he would need t 
~ 

money to tell his story be- ~ 

cause "I have to be able ~ 
Lo leave Middletown after ! 

~ 
I 've talked . I know how : 
powerful orby and them ! 
is." He added: "I have ! .. 

0 
> 
~ 

how a lot of blacks walk. 
kind of cool A strut." 

In dealing with the 
young athletes Walters 
shamelessly dropped the 
names of rus famous cli
ents. sometimes produc
ing copies of Billboard 
stories alluding to himself. 
He was full of big talk and 
big promises "He said he 
could introduce me to 
Whitney Houston. Patti 
La Belle. Luther Van dross 
and Janet Jackson. He 
said he managed them," 
says Mark Ingram. a for
mer Michigan State wide 
receiver and the first draft 
pick of the ew York 
Gjan1s. Ingram says he 
signed \Vith Wailers afler 
his college eligibility ex
pired. Sin1mons recalls 
\Valters telling him " that 
from now on I'd be at ev
ery Grammy A\\lards. T 
was going to go to every
thing. I was also told thac I 
could go lo i ew York or 
Los Angeles anytime I 
\.vanted to. And orby 
told me he'd pay for iL He 
never told me I'd have to 
pay him back: · 

tried to sever my ties [v.-ith 
them]. Every time 1 men
tion that, they threaten 
me." Walters and Bloom 

BUTCH:ANGRY 

As often as not. the 
pitch worked . Paul Palm
er, the Temple running 
back chosen in the first 
round of the draft by Kan
sas City. said that after 
\Vallers rattled off the 
names of his show-biz cli
ents, ··r was impressed. 
With the rniUions of dol-

denied having threatened anyone. 
George correctly predicted in a June 

conversation that his brother would be 
declared ineligible. He also asserted: 
"You can't find a player in the first 
round next year who hasn' t already 
signed with an agent." Though per
haps an exaggeration, Carter's words 
ought to make college athletic officials 
nervous. 

- Jll l L!LBLR 

lars they represent with 
those clients, I figured they could handle 
my pennies.'' They did . Palmer signed 
July 17 with the Chiefs for an estimated 
$1 .35 million over four years. Bloom 
handled the negotiations. 

Walters and Bloom also ,vent to great 
lenglhs to ingratiate themselves with lhe 
alhletes' fan1ilies. especially their moth 
ers. Bloom became so comfortable at 
McGee's house in Cleveland that he 
"'ould lie on the floor and watch TV 
\\ith the family. " He rwaltersl said he 
wanted to become the umber 1 agent 
in the FL for negotiating contracts for 

black athletes," says McGee's mother. 
Atheree ... H is selling pitch \Vas that he 
didn' t need the athletes' money." 

On the contrary. Walters appeared lo 
be willing to give a,vay money. And, ac
cording to several players. he did it with 
flair. spreading money out on a table. rn 
Moll's case, he spread it across the floor 
at his feet. 

Some signed eagerly. ··The minute he 
opened the briefcase r said. •Gimme the 
pen!'" Simmons says. There were also 
more cautious souls. like Mott. .. orby 
came out of his pocket \Vith a bunch of 
money- a wad." he says. Motl holds his 
thumb and forefinger about four inches 
apart. "lt looked like ten thousand dol
lars or more. My eyes just got big." Ac
cording to Mott, Walters spread the 
money across the floor Then Mott said , 
•• ' o. it's against the CAA ruJes. It 's 
illegal. I might get in a lot of trouble.' 
And orby said. 'Well. you ca11 't get in 
trouble.' He said that it \vas April. but 
that he would postdate the contract till 
December I after the final game .... 
He said that it was perfectly legal. And 
that there would be no way to trace it 
back. The school and the CAA would 
never know." McGee apparently did not 
care if his school found out "Face it," he 
says. "Where is the risk? Tf T got caught 
by one of the coaches. do you think they 
would teU on me? o way." Tennessee 
athJetic director Doug Dickey said, 
"If we know he's ineligible, we would 
report it." 

Simmons told ST that he took S4.000 
in 20's from Wailers at their first meet
ing and received at least $ 10,000 in sub
sequent compensation: Mott said he 
took $4,500; McGee. $3,500. Others who 
acknowledged signing early with \Val
lers said they received these amounts: 
Rogers. $5.000; FuU~ood, $4,000; Har
ris, $6,000. 

In explaining \vhy they took the mon
ey, some athletes cited famiJy need 
Mott said his mother was in debt and on 
the verge of losing her house. Rogers's 
mother. Loretha, \Vho has had heart and 
back problems. had bills piling up and 
virtually no source of income after the 
June 1986 cocaine-induced death of her 
son Don, the Cleveland Bro\vns safety. 

"I had to take money from orby," 
says fcGee. " There ~ere bills to 
be paid. My mom ain't \VOrking. I 
have no dad . 1 have two nieces and 
t\vO sisters to support orby look 
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me from rags LO riches in one day." 
Yet not all the rnoney "vent to feed 

the poor, hungry relati"es: H armon's 
$54.000 debt reportedly includes a 
$25.000 down payment that V. 'a lters and 
Bloom made for him on a leased Mer
cedes llarrts says he spent none of the 
cash he received on his family Asked 
wh> he didn ' t hold off signing wnh an 
agent until his college eligibility expired 
four months later. l larris replied ... It's 
hard to v..ait "vhen you have something 
1n front of you." 

Besides lavishing money on the ath
letes. Walters made good on his prom
ises of 1rips to ew York and L A I le 
put them up in places like the Beverly 
H ills H otel and took them to concerts. 
parties and clubs. where 1hey rubbed el
bows with recording artists and movie 
and T V stars. Palmer got to go to the 
Grammy ceremonies. While on these 
trips. the athletes ,vere encouraged 10 
spend: at least one says he was given the 
use of Walters's American Express card 
" I bought a Louis Vuitton billfold and 
goldjewelry." recalls H arr1s, v..hoclaims 
10 have gone to e\.\ York four times 
and L .A . twice at Walters·s expense. 
"Some people even got video cameras 
T hey bought v.. hatever they felt like. I t 
,,.as like Christmas.·· 

One of the sober realities behind Wal
ters·s dealings ,vith college athletes was 
the apparent one-sided nature of the 
contracts they entered into. F-ew. if any. 
of the athletes v..•ere represented by la\\'
yers at the time they signed. ··1 didn't 
have a chance to think. he ,vas talking so 
fast." sa,s Fullv:ood. Adds Mott, "( \Val
lers! wouldn"t let me read [the contract) 
J l e read l l to me. lie never showed it to 
my mom. Tt seemed like ,vhen he was 
reading it. it sounded good." 

l t \.\asn't. Walters·s contracts typical
ly gave the agent full po"'er of attorney 
over the players· financial affairs. A 
typical contract guarantees Walters 6'1. 
up front. of the total "alue of any FL 
deal signed by the player (including all 
bonuses) and 1or-, of the player's en
dorsement income. By contrast. the 

FLPA advises a player never to pay 
his agen1 a percentage of his entire con
tract. but to pay him yearly: the percent
age should be no n1ore than I oc-, the first 
year. 5c, the second, 2c( the third and 
none thereafter. and it should be based 
only on the amount of salary earned 
each year above the FL minimum. 
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M ike D uber:,te,n. director of research 
for the L PA . has seen l\l.•o of the 
\Valters contracts. " T hey're atrocious." 
he says. '' In terms of dealing with 
the players. T'd call then1 a rip-off" 
D uberstein says he is "shocked" that so 
many players sign po\ver of attorney to 
agents. " W hat's unsound is that it gives 
control of a player's destiny to someone 
other than himself," he says. 

F rom the start, some athletes ,vere 
less than enchanted "'ith Walters. 
Swarn. for one. refused to sign with him. 
explaining. " H e told me he understands 
the soul of the black man. I trunk it v.•as 
1he1r pocket he understood." H ov.evcr. 
others players became disillusioned only 
after signing. Some had been led to be-
1 ieve that \Vallers \,\as the personal 
manager of black entertainers and were 

·_ ·-· -,.\ 
' 

• 

SIMMONS EAGERLY SIGNED UP 

PALMER STUCK WITH WALTERS 

shocked to learn he ,,.as actually a book
ing agent Others came to see the light 
about the contracts they had signed. Still 
others got turned off by Walters·s style 

.. r didn't v.·ant co be one of n1any ... 
says McGee. " L loyd ,,ould call and say. 
'We're talking to such and such.' That 
v..as fine. But v..•hen I got to the Hula 
Bo"'l Lin H onolulu on Jan. 11. 19861. I 
found out that orby was talking to ev
erybodJ· at every school .. Rival agents 
were still courting McGee. and they had 
hin1 doubting Walters and Bloom all the 
more " l said [to \Valtersl. ·You have 
never once told me\.\ ho is going to man
age my money.' .. McGee recalls. " TMG 
and ProServ I major agent firms I came in 
on weekends and gave me their pitch. 
T hat was the first thing they told me. 
But with ·orby. all T heard was. ·want 
to go to a concert?' " 

At the 1987 Senior Bowl 1n Mobile, 
Ala. last January. \Valters and Bloom 
were marked men. "Everyone's gunning 
for me:· Bloom told SI " Rumors are all 
over I 'm supposed to be a dope dealer." 
One day dunng Senior Bov.l week a 
group of 'vVSE clients and ex-clients 
happened to be situng together on a 
team bus. Walters's name came up. "Ev
erybody put his head dov, n and shook 
1t. .. recalls Harris The tide had clearly 
shifted. The players on the bus began 
mocking Walters. laughing at him 
" He's full of !" declared one. 

One by one, players abandoned Wal
ters in favor of other agents. One of the 
defectors. Simmons. says he quit \Val
lers partly because of concerns about 

orby's image. " Look. my reputation 
isn't lhe best 1n the world. either:· Sim
mons says. " I figured m> being repre
sented by orby \Vallers wasn't going to 
help me in the F L draft. I didn't \vant 
people to think worse about n1e than 
they already did ·· Simmons \,asn't 
drafted. but later signed as a free agent 
\\,I th the I ndianapolis Colts I-l e re
tired last Frida)'. 

Simmons's former Texas teammate. 
H arris. also jumped ship. in part . he 
says. because \Vallers never came up 
with the BMW 1-larris says he was 
promised after the second game of his 

• senior year 
l n an apparent effort to stem the un

favorable tide. \Val ters hired former 
FL wide receiver Ron Jessie. ,vho 

sought to dissuade the players from leav
ing the fold ... r talked to some of them 
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~ Vegas," H arris claims "Tough friends. 
r 

: They told n1e .ibout their 'vtafia people I 
_______ ....,..~--~---j~ heard Lloyd talk about one of them \Ve 

;: were at the Beverly t l 1lls t-f ot~I. in the 
lobby He pointed to n guy nnd said. 

ROGERS, NOW WITH DETROIT, GOT A CAR FROM HIS BROTHER DON 

LO Lry and ,varn lhem of Lhe conse
quences of ldcscrLing Wailers!.'' Jes::,ie 
says . .. l f they had I islened lo me and sel
Lled \\ iLh orby and trealed il as a busi
ness. a v.hole loL of Lh1s FBI stufT \\,Ould 
have been avoided •• 

Wailers aired hts grievances \\ ilh his 
clienls in a March 12 slot y in The ,.r,lan 
1a Co11s11ru1io11 and further publici1ed 
them b> fi h ng the breach-of-contracl 
suits ·• r m suing lhese players because 
Lhcy have \\,ronged me." \Vallers insists. 
.. I 've taken care of their mommies and 
their daddies and their babies and their 
cars. The>· are the immoral ones. They 
took the money from the schools. 
They took the money from their alum
ni. They signed a con tracL v.ith me. 
They Look my money. 

"Other agenls ,vere assuming that 1 
would just roll over and accept I the play
ersJ Je,iving. That·::, not going to happen 
I ,viii conLinue to ::,ue each and ever) 
businessman who goes inLo business 
,,ith me and breaks the contract. J don't 
consider a player anything other than a 
businessman " 

Of course. ,,. hen he speaks of the 
sanctity of his contracts, \Vatter glosses 
over the fact that in signing the players 
1n Lhe first place. he was interfering ,v1th 
their commiLmenLs Lo their schools 13uL 
\Valters is justified in quesLioning the 
moraliL} of many college players. a fact 
underscored by ex-client H arris. who 
told SI : "' 'vVe all know that you lake 
mane) from these guys bul you don't 
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HARRIS WAS A FREE SPENDER 

have LO go wiLh them in the end Play oul 
lhe string String them along. Take all 
the money he's going to offer and just 
quit him when there's no more. . Old
er players will tell you: Take money 
from agents. alumni, anybody ,,ho ,viii 
give it to you. take all the money they'll 
give you." Sums up H arris: " This is ho\\ 
the v.orld ,vorks: E:.verybody is trying lO 
get o, er on somebody •• 

f--l arris alleges Lhat \Vallers and 
Bloom not onl) threatened violence 
against his "football-plny1ng buddies,'' 
but also Lalked about having Mafia con
necuons. ··They've gol friends in Las 

·Thal dude's 1n the Mafia. He owns a ca
sino 1n Las Vegas· Lloyd said 1t to me 111 
a qui el voice Ire then said. • But don't 
say anything.' " 

Bloom denies that he kno'-J.S an~ 
members of the Mafia \,Valters calls re
ports that he was responsible for threats 
against players ··a tremendous affron t to 
my dignity·· and also denies published 
reports that he may have pro, ided drugs 
or prosutules to players " Right no,v if 
somebod} in this sho\v business life
the fast lane- asked me ·do you knov. 
a prostitulc?' I would have to find 
out, 'does somebody kno,v one some
v.•heres.' .. Walters told The IVas/111191011 
Post Of ::,uggestions that he has orga-

.. ni1ed-crin1e ties. \Valters says, " I don't -~ even knov. ,vhat the ,,•ord Mafia 1s. l',e ... 
; never met anybody like that." 
~ But those last statements call into 

question Walters·s veracity. There is. 
first of all. hts onetime involvement 1n 

orby Walters· Supper Club ·· 1 don·t 
have any idea if mob people hung out at 
my club," he says But orby's brother. 
\Valtcr, says. matter-of-factly ... All five 
I ev. York Mafia l familtes v.erc well 
represented. \Ve v.ere friends v.ilh all of 
them They ,\ere good customers .. \Vat
ter \\r'alters also recalls that the men 
,,hose slayings resulted in the club's 
closing in 1968, Bruni and Parisi. v.ere 
underlings of a reputed n1aJor Mafia fig
ure. Carmine Lombardo1.1i. ,vho was 
presenl at the time of the shootings. 
\Valter \Vallers says that arter the gun
fire ended. orb; grabbed Lombardo1./i 
and took hi1n out through a passagewa} 
1ha1 led to the Copacabana. 

orby \iValtcrs is no n1ore forthcom
ing in discussing his relattonship with 
Michael Fran1ese. a capo 1n the Colom
bo crime family who is currently serving 
a 10-year sentence in federal prison in 
Terminal Island. Calif. and his stepfa
ther. John (Sonny) Fran,ese, a Colombo 
family member. Sonny. convicted in 
1967 of conspiracy Lo commit bank rob
bery. is in a Petersburg. Va .. federal pris
on for parole violation. \Vallers told SJ 
that he has knov.n Lhe rran,eses for 
years but said he had "neve1 ~en out so
cial. not even once," and had never 
done any business v. ith either of them. 
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Wahers also claimed he had only "'a 
nodding acquainlance.. '-' ilh Michael 
Frantese. 

Interviewed by s1·s Bruce Selcraig in 
prison. however, Michael Fran,ese said 
lhat he and hjs stepfather were lifelong 
friends of Wailers and his fa1nily. that 
the l\VO familie~ had frequently social
ized and once vacationed together The 
36-year-old Fran1ese said lhat as a child 
he kne" Walter:, as ··uncle orby: · 
Franzese also said that Walters asked 
for his help in either I ale I 983 or early 
1984 when orby was trying unsuccess
f ulJy to become lhe booking agent for 

players. H arris says Lhe trips to New 
York and L.A conlribuled to his be
coming academically ineligible at Tex
as. Molt, racked by guill over his accep
tance of money. found himself '-"ith
drawing. lying lo his closest friends. H is 
fiancee didn't approve of his involve
ment with Walter.:. When she found out 
that Mott had paid for her S200 engage
ment ring with money from Walters, she 
thre" the ring a \\'.:tY. Mott says. 

Mott's performance on the field may 
have suffered as \veil ··Tt lthe money] 
killed a very important drive," says his 
current adviser. the Re\erend Ken 

McKEY WAS FINISHED AT ALABAMA BUT FOUND A HOME IN THE NBA 

M ichael Jackson ·s Victory Tour Justice 
Department sources told SI that Walters 
,,as questioned by a federal prosecutor 
and ackno'-" ledged having discussed 
,,ith M ichael Fran7ese the Mafia man's 
possible involvemenl in the tour. rran-
7ese also told Sl he and Walters had dis
cussed using some of Walters·s music 
clients in films lhat he ,vas producing. 

evertheless, Walters says. ··r have 
nothing to do with the man-zero, zip. 
tero. zip, zero. zero. o,v that's a lot of 
zeros [ just gave you." 

T he decision to do business with \Val
lers has brought trouble lo a number of 

Fairley . .. A drive he had used as a moti
vation factor:· Mott says Walters .. al
"ways told me that by signing '-' ith him. 
T'd go higher in the draft." When the 
draft ,vas held, Mott \vas not selected. 
but he signed as a free agent with Dal
las. He left camp after two days. 

The unhappiesl people in all this. 
though. just might be Walters and 
Bloom All but two of their original first
round clients-Palmer and the Raiders· 

o. I pick. John Clay. an offensive tack
le from M issouri- have deserted them. 
and the t'-''O agents are likely to be in
volved in lawsuits and investigations for 

IC 

monlhs, even years. Bloom may be de
certified by the FLPA for his conduct, 
meaning he cannot negotiate contracts 
for anyone except rookies, who at pres
ent are not governed by the FLPA. 
Bloom says if he is decertified. he will 
sue the FLPA. Walters. v,ho was certi
fied in 1985 but no longer is. says. "I 
don't feel like being governed by other 
institutions." If the FLPA extends its 
authority 10 include the contracts of 
rookies, as it wants to. Walters and 
Bloom could be shut out of football. 

I t's astonishing that \Valters and 
Bloom remain on speaking terms. let 
alone partner:,. \Valters groans that the 

: day he met Bloom .. ,viii go dO'-''n in inf a-.. 
:; my:· Asked how he could ally himself 
; \\ith a man he has described as a loud--> z 
0 
!;j ,, 
' > .. 

mouth and "a loose cannon:· Walters 
says, .. I really must have been out of n1y 
mind IL see1ned like a good idea at the 
time." Yet the two vo,v to continue in 
the sports-agenting business. and to suc
ceed on a grand scale. " My relationship 
wi1h orby right nO\\' is very good." 
Bloom sajd last week. H e said he speaks 
with Walters three or four times a day 
and dismisses orby·s criticism of him 
by saying. ··T just take heed. I always 
"'acch my own back orby can say 
things sometimes that he doesn ·t mean." 

" Please. and [ say please. don't paint 
me as a guy ,, ho's a bad-news bear." 
says \Vallers. ·•1·ve worked very hard for 
my {clients]. This {negativej press .. . is 
reaching right into my music business 
that I 've spent my life putting together:· 

Walters claims he was S\Vept into the 
vortex of a greed-based college sports 
system . .. T his is something r dipped my 
toe in. and all of a sudden [ found myself 
being sucked in and couldn't stop be
cause there's no v.'ay to stop." he says. 
'·\Vhatever you're writing. ,vrite it so 
that it doesn't look li ke T'm throwing 
money at these kids like I'm some sort of 
madman, because I 'm not. The dollars 
lhnL 1 gave them. a couple of thousand at 
first, then $200 here and $ 100 here- you 
do Lhat ,,ith 20 kids and you have 
lspentl several hundred thousand dol
lars. You kno-w what you've got? You've 
got a stupid investment going.'· 

Walters concludes: ··You have your
self out on a limb investing so much 
more than you ever should have. Be
cause the business doesn't deserve that 
kind of investment. Better to invest it in 
a McDonald·s A lot better." ■ 
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