
THE QB SWEEPSTAKES IUIOlll.ilclearlyNo.1 on the dtptb dwt.Attbe wont, 
!lllftrblled"""Scbmlmlo,......Swit>outb.lrillgy,t 

~~~=~,ri~=~ 
A quarterback derby Is shapi,g up on the Falcons. Three are in training camp and only tlvee 
wll make the roster. ls the competition already over? Hardly. No. 1 draft pick Chris Miller has 
yet to appear and, as TUik Schonert ad!rits, 'None of us are foolish enough to think that the 
No. 1 pick Isn't going to be here, .. the way I lool< at~. everybody's tied for second.' 

lntbelltllftf!k,ilontbebottom. 
One thlna: b certain u the Falcons bepn tile stleetlon 

procesa u to wbo will run tlleir qffeme mmJng off a 7-1-1 
teUOD: Wkile Miller'• boldott, now a week old with 11tp. 
tlatiom l&aYUII atapated, Is a nepllve for Ute Fa1com' 
long-term quarterback picture, it's a positive for Archer, 
r!°~~.•expectedtDbecbll-byllilltt 

OK, here's the deal on lhe Atlanl.a Falconi' quarter
back situation: 

I Tbree quarterbacb a11 tlkely to be on coach Marlon 
Campbtll's regular-season roster In September. 

■ Three quarterbacks are la camp in August. 

~ ~r~~'inZt ~ca~:::=; MJ1i:rA1111~!9~n~ou~~f :ei°'! ::vi:~.,; 
Miller, the unsigned rookie No. 1 pick from Qregon. other pys." .-

pick ai: ::~~:-:.t :~fto~ ':d'ate;: = : Challenged last year when lbe Falcons obtained Schoo-
guaraoteed a spot on tilt roster. ert from Cincinnati. Archer emerged as the clear winner 

"None ~ us are foolish enougb to thlnt that the No. 1 ln the preseaaon. Re signed a one-year contract last week 
pick isn't going to be here," tal.d Schonert. "But the way I o.at provides a base salary of around $315,000, up from 
look at It, everybody's Ued for second." _____________ _ Wbat'a that? ls the competition over before it stal'U1 

Har<lly, 
On the fie ld at Suwanee ~tur_day, as .. tbe full squad 

Not quJte. See QBa 1•0 • ,Artber, wbo has started ZZ games over the last three ________ .,... ____ _ 

SECTION D . 

Furman 
Bisher 
Journal Sports Editor 

The poisoning of colleges 
There was hU picture on tbe cover of Sports Illustrated, 

battle face turned on, pitching armed cocked, In his new' 

rr:.f.l v~ih~~ta8:!:,':::fn! ~r r:1'ie ~nl~~~il~; 
of Miami. bad made It in his real major, football. • 

Lawrence Taylor wu on the cover of Sport with an ex
pression unusually soft, and acrms his right cheek ran the 
test of a harsh explanation of what he'd done with his mil
lions since he left North Carolina. Ha had supplied his co
caine habit and run with trash. 

11iese are among the athlete/students that college ath
leUcs departments have been employln& ID eicbange for 
(b) a acholanhipped education and (a) training for their 
chosen caretr, professional football. 

These are the ,kinds of athletes that SMU, Tel8S Tech, 

~ ~n~r :r~~~t~e ~i'oo~" !~~ ~~:r:: 
tenced, the athlete goes on bis way, signs into instant 
wealth as a mercenary and never looks back. He has been 
franked through college, been the subject of largesse, a fan-

• cy word for secretive generosily, all the while staking his 
... Joyful alumni to bowl games and prime-time television 
viewln,. 

College athletics are at their sickest state since Prlnct!
ton played Rutgers in '69 - 1869. The National Collegiate 
Athletic Association Is under alege because Its book of 
rules, legislated by tbe members, i! as thick as "War and 
Peace," and because it has the audacity to Investigate sucb 
;:~r:;able figures as Tark. the Shark and the governor of I 

Whal lo do with the alums? 
We are offered this solution: Pay off the kids and be 

done wilb il From coast to coast, commentators, coaches, 
columnisll, the alumnus on the street say in one voice, give 
Lbe kids a handout each month. Be honest. Be up front. 
That'll cure it. flOO. $300. '1,000 a montb. C'rnon, the col
leges are making It on TV, share the wealth. . 

ln some cases the little monthly doles wouldn't even 
cover the kid's drug habit. In other cases. why should he be 

~~o:h:an~ =t,e ~~ybe~ngis:~on ~= ~~! 
an '8-Mlllion Man? 

This does not. I know, etwer the humble and unglorified 
lineman who hunk.en down and Is noticed only when In-
11.ant Replay shows him being blocked on his can, or when 
he recovers a fumble. Or the true blue student who came 
to school to get an education and football helped. 

Pat Dye, who can be quick to anger, has &aid of Norby 
Walters and Lloyd Bloom, the notorious 1genta, "I'd prose
tute them and put them in Jail. . .. I'd put them away for 
good." ' 

Now 1 would ask the Auburn coach, what be would do 
with the alums who line the pockets of prospects with mon
ey and state them to automobiles In vlolaUon of the rules? 
Would Dye put Auburn's violator-I away? And let's not kid 
ounelves, they are there. Auburn once had an assistant 
coach caught passing money lO football playen In a hotel 
lobby. 

They are there. They are everywhere. North Carolina ls 
catching the backlash In the case of Derrick Fenner, who 
was admitted with a 540 SAT score, frequently disciplined, 
then finally arraigned for a murder In Maryland. Not much 
to be proud of, not your basic role model. The es:cuse of 
state schools, Including Georgia, Is that federal regulations 
demand leniency among minorities. 
More than a nameplate on a bumper 

Bully, give them an ed11cat1oa, hut keep them off the 
athletic teams uflll they've proved they belong In college. 
Prove to them that tbere's more to lite than having their 

own =~r=~~:: ~::r1::ro::i ~nt:!~:C!i play-
ers on a payroll ii that, well, the school is mating a bundle 
on television and bowl games and the Final Four, give the 
kids their slice. That can't he denied, but neither does It 
brl&flten the lma1e of athletics department, lllat are al
lowed to function u a corporation separate from the col
lege administration. There ls aomethlng putrid about that 
arrangement. If college pre1ldencles have been 10 de
fanged that they are without the bite to deal wUh an atb• 
letlc administration because of alumni might, then they 
need to begin at the beginning again. 

Remember the blg~at alum who trampled the presi
dent of Teiu A&M and brought In Jack.le Sherrill? Are you 
aware of "TIie Family" at Alabama, who jeer at J01b 
Thomaa, who would res\Ore literacy to The Capstone, and 
Bill Curry, his un-Famlly coach? Where are the 1upporten 
of the academic side whlle 111 th\1 ls going on? 

cent~~hl~~:0~!fon~a~r~ ~iso~l~:~e 1:~~~~: ~! 
coaches and athletics dlreclOR to utremes to make them• 
selves attractive to Madison Ave., and It drives the mlddle
clau colleges further down the clau ladder. OK, let 'em 
play football and dribble buketbal11 any time, anywhere, 
with any de1raded kind of enrollee. Then require the ADs :!I:! ~rae!r 1fi:1ts Into the general scholarship fund. See 

Sports 
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LA keeps 
Braves on 
the skids 
D LILLIQUI ST AGREES TO TERMS 9D 
□ GAME REPORT 9D 

a, Gerry Frett, 
St,nWrit,.. 

A shoe crashed Into the garbage can. A shirt, an
other shoe, a bat and the rest of Andres Thomas' pos
sessions followed. 

Thomas angrily cleaned out bis locker Saturday 
night and threw away every Item that carries the 
stench of this terrible time for lhe Atlanta Braves. 
This Is a team going horribly bad. 

The Braves remained In lbelr funk with a 5-2 loss 
to Los Angeles. They have lost 25 of their last' 36 

~~;' S:!:.::a~cZ, r~!/~y 0~:t 6~ng:e~o,~ 
the Braves. 

This game suggested the Braves will have a ver
sion of the sack race with the Padres. The cro'td of 

~~~:! ~ 1!!:n:[~l~~;~l;n?nd5~:~~~o~~ 1:: • 
against them. , 

The Braves bad only six hits in 8~ Innings 
against Bob Welch, who beat them for the 10th ~me 
In 11 decisions. The Dodgen produced 15 hits aplnst 
four pltchen. 

The Dodgen broke a Ue at 2 In the sl:rlb with 
consecotlve broken-bat run-scorln1 singles aP,lnst 
David Palmer. The Braves had two runnen on wbe11 
third baseman Mickey Hatcher caught Dion James' j 
liner in the webbing of the glove for the game-ending 
out. 

Had the ball gone through, Ted Simmons would ' 
have faced reliever Matt Youn1. Simmons Is 9-for-11 
against Young. TIie Braves clutch the broken ripcord 
of what-ifs u their parachute refuses to open. 

JO(U[NIILACKIS1MI 

OUT ATTHI PLATII: Braves' catcher Ozzie V.gil legs oot Dodgers' Mickey Hatcher at plate. See BRAVES 

There's one heavyweight champion: Tyson 

LAS VEGAS - In the 41st month 
of his professional career Mike Tyson 
took final control the the boilna: uni• 
verse Saturday with a unanimous deci
sion over Tony Tucker to become the 
lint undisputed heavyweight champion 
ln eight years. 

In a fight tbat was not erpected to 
last five rounds, Tyson, just 21 yean 
old, summoned up some of bil best 
b0Iia1 1kllls. Stalking the circling 
Tucker, Tyson never threatened to end 
the fight wilh a knockout but was nev-

CCOl!Gl l!OSt/k,tdli 

IXPANIIONs Lloyd Bloom 
wanted to extend agency to sports. 

er threatened wllh losing either. While 
Tucker was shrewd to keep moving 
lhrouehout the night, he fought If only 
just to make the ne1t round. And so he 
would lose. 

"Hoping for a miracle," said Ty
son's trainer, Kevin Rooney. 

"And there's no miracle around 
here," said Tyson, 

So ended the Heavyweight Uniflca
Uon series, a IO-fight tournament that 
has taken 16 months and nunwrous ln
tradlv151onal squabbles to complete. Al· 
ready the owner of the World Boling 
Council and World Dosing Association 
belta, Tyson (Sl-0) took the lnternatlon-

al Boring Federation Utle from Ticker, 
undefeated In 35 fights and certainly 
more of a performer than pre-fight 
wisdom Insisted. He went off a 12-1 
underdoe. 

"I took him a little for granted," 
Tyson said, "and that was a big mis• 
take. He caught me with that uppercut 
In the first round and I knew he meant 
business." ' 

"Well, everyone AW It wasn't 12· 
to.I odds," Tucker said. "I thought I 
won the fight. I guess I didn't throw 
enough punches." 

Although one Juda:e, BUI Graham, 
gave Tueker as many as four rounds, 

the scoring was resolute. Graham 
scorecl 116-112 for Tyson, judge Julio 
Roldoii had It 118-llS for Tyson and 
Judie Phil Newman graded the fight 
llfl-111 in Tyson's favor. 

Tucker's great'9:t ally was hl1 ~ 
foot-5 height, which helped provide for 
a 10~-inch reach advanta1e. Luther 
Burcess, Tyson 'a trainer, sought the 
best way to use this one advantage and 
settled on steady movement 
throughout 

"U you notice," Burgess said, "Ty-

See FIGKT 

Bloom basks in spotlight of notoriety 

LOS ANG~ - Lloyd Bloom strolb through the 
lobby of the Beverly Hllb Hotel, a famous gatherin11 spot 
for the It.In. Every few steps, be ii greeted. "Hello, Mr. 
Bloom .. . . Nice day, Mr. Bloom ... , Good to aee you, Mr. 
Bloom." 

Bloom moves Into a dining lounge, where he again b 
treated like a celebrity. "Mr. Bloom, do you wish some 
privacy?" asks the mallre d', who finds a secluded booth 
near the back. "ls thls 111ltable, Mr. Bloom!" 

''Yes, thank you, Puquale," repl ies Bloom, who 
shakes hands with the maltre d' and passel him a green 
thank-you note. 

The passing of money from Bloom and fellow agent 
Norby Walten to college football and basketball p\ayen 
hu been common, Bloom and Wallen have admitted. 
Their dealings have caused a commotion In college athlet
la, cosUnt 1l1: athletes their NCAA eligibility, trlgierlng 
a federal irand jury lnvntlgatlon In Chicago and turning 

the a1ents Into bousebold names among 1ports-pa£e 
readers. 

The people at the Beverly Hills Hotel have been read
inl the •ports page. 

Walters, 56, was first Identified with the .candal when 
he admitted in an Interview publlshed in The Atlanta 
Journal-ton.,titution on March 12 that he had given cash 
to numerous college athletes and signed them to contracts 

~!::edth!, :~e;'r1~: ~11t:1~1Zhu:;: 0~1:;i~r,!:~u'::. 
II turns ouL 

Lloyd Bloom was born In Brooklyn and grew up In 

::rt~!~J~ ~fySt!~'."nc1 v:[~tli,=.r~::~~: 
operated a credit and collecUon agency. He wu a football 
player and a wrestler In high schoot 

See BLOOM 
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ronolog:, of a scandal 
• Much 12: Norby Walters, a New York-based agent, admit
ted In • story publtshed In The Atlanta Journat and The Atlan
ta Conatltuuon that he has given ca8h to numerous eot!ege 
•tt1'11:11 In an effort to Sign lh9m at cllent! - a v/olaUon of 
-llCM rulee that eould result In players losing their eUglblllty. 

attert ~ the practice at good bualneu and noted 
the NCAA has no Jurisdiction over him. It was 8'so re• , 

td ttm two college aeniora allegedly had told the NFL 
• union that Watters ~reatened ' 'lo break thefr Jegs" 

flr1tlg him. Wattera denied tt,l&. While admitting that he'& 
., NCM n.'181, Watters said he has broken no laws. 

liwch 2t: It was reported t~at the lJ, S. Attorney'• office In 
o and the FBI had begun investigations Into the actM• 

or Wattera and hta ueoclate, lloyd Bloom. 
.... 17: ft wa ,eponed that Walters and Bloom had filed 

ll)&lnst formtf college standouts Brent Fullwood of = ~":ac~ o~~m:nmi~:~!8'tt!e~ 
N8l0nl .. fan - ~vtolatlont of NCAA ttJltS - and 

reneged on , the contracts. (The agenta have Nfed elmllar 
agalftll a1 ...,, five other,.,,_ col!ogo ptayon,) • 

Aprl 21; Untveretty of Washington defen91Ve end Reggie 
Rogers. In a llwault flied agalnat Walters, gave this account of 
a meeting Wllh the AQMt In December: Walters opened his 
brlefqaN, said , :·t came prepared," tqok $,5,000· cash 1,out of . 
t.t,e brletcue .and spread It across. the IMng-room floor In 
front of Rogers. Walters fraodulenlly told Rogers he would 
nol be brelktng NCAA ru$es by aecepting the money and 
signing • contract, the tult In th& Superior Cotirt ol Sacra
mento County, Calif., atlegot. 

:. "aJ:, ~:!,~~f ~== ~:]!:,i~~~~~i1::~: h~sc~: 
lor season because of evlctence thal MCK4.ly Signed a contract 
with and accept4.ld money from Walters durtng his Junior ....... 
■ May 11: A lad&fll grand jury began proceedings in Chicago 
to Investigate the actlvltlea of Walters and B!oom. Several 
athletes and athletic directors were Immediately si..lbpoena&d 
to t11tlty. The grand jury, sources said, would consider such 
chargn -. fraiJd, mall fraud, wire fraud, extortion and vjola
tton of the RICO (Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Organize; 
tional Act against the agente. The grand Jury also would con
tlder indictment• against athletH tor committing lr•ud ,: = ~~ .. c~:r= 1~v:•~':af~,!~ t~~':! 
- O< wiU l>e, oubpoonaed, by !he g,...i ju,y, =~= ::er. ;,t~~::n:;~th~~~·v:::e t::: :~~=' 
y,ar In Jail tor freud and tax evasion. 
■- ~ Wtnert aakl he le lnno«tnt of any crlmlnal wroni;
doing, and he called the FBI and ted4.lral grand Jury lnveaUga
tlonl ''totally off base.,. Said Wattf!lrs; "Thi federal govern• 
n,ent ha no bualneM atlcklng: lta -noae In mv business, . . • 1 
hew brOken no laws." ' 
■ June 111 Ntw York $tale &rpremt Court Judge Myriam J. 
Allfnln. In denying Wattw1' r8QUi&t to dlSITllll. an NFL l!tH• ""'°" procNdlng, dNOf1btd Wtlln' practtcea II pernlclou1 
lrid dlOlpttvil In lnflllnClng·attdll11 to aet unett,lealty. -

:t:' ~"":tlf:""~ ~ =~-:.. ""t - =-~-- aallO!II,., llgnl,io -- with =-:...i..bllilc-r:r.AUpkt~ i.t< °"""'Glod· 

•-•n -,--,11101-told--111111--..------,
IIOICI Nm to-""---,.. Plll'l''• voiuo 
.. ., NFI. - llad drOI>P!ld, 
■- ltl·tn 111 Int.-, Wlllllt la(d, "Wt/,. - IJ!llllltd 
Iii, ~ 'llul lltt lran-lreql war, and lllllnl< ltla1't noxt" = ::SF:n:.=m bauro:rr~: :.:o J~h~iJ1!:~ 
- to ''bumP OIi'' Illa_, agont, Gootge Klckltter, 
- tttlo -· Fut- 111d Bloom made the threat a11or 
Fullwood IMIINld tilt With Bloom and W.,... and retatnect 
- .. 111a _,._ F11ll-d admitted to 11tt grond ]llry 
llllll he -Id .._ from W- and Bloom prior to •~ 
-- IIIIOft .. Aubin. 

=-~·.:::.:.~o:t:'~:-1::i~= 
--llo- monoy fn>m'W~Md Bloom. 
■- 11: Al a prwa - In C91umbllo, Ohio, Ohlo state .,n<U!Old ">81 ~ II lnellglble for the upcoming 
NIIOfl, alk> Stitt atntllie cHrector Rick Bly said Carter had 
IIQl'lld ■ f9Pfe■entatl0n ~• with waner. and Bk>om 
and llad - -,Y 17.000 kom them, 
■IIIJ 111 II - roported I,,_ Notre 0amo - receive, Al• 
... MIiier .. lnellglble for hll NRlor eeuon baceuH or deal
lnQI """ w111 .. and 81oorn. 
·- IOI Cartlt aked the NFL 19 hold a apec\al dratt to 
that tMt 0111 enter the '"°'"" lmmedlltety. 
■- 22z BIOom, reapondlng to FuUwood'1 1tatement1 of 
Jtki 14, denied threatening any athlete or agent. He also aald ·:::= ~t:u .. :, Tibe ~~:fe =~: 
~ Crtl Cart• w11 the last one." hf eald. 

■- 11: Bloom dlldoaed that he and Walter, havt pur~ 
'chlNd lnfonnaUon - lncludlng phone numbers - on ooti.ge 

::-:-N~ ~F~ed n:: =~-:.:.:::~y~~ 
• OOICflll provide NFL aeoote acceee lo their players and 
praodcN, wfllle trying to l<NP agents away. Officials In both 
-.,. end pro football said Bloom's alltgatlon, lf true, would 
dlmagl l'llltlOnt between the NFL and tM COiieges. 
■M; 21:" wu 'reported that the Unlver1!ty ol Tex11 wlll de• 
can Ja,,... Lot1, a defena!Ye back on the foolblll tetm and 
a thret-Ume NCAA Champion high Jumper on the track team, 
lnellglble tor hll untor MUOn ln both sports becaute h4.I ac
o■pted money from Waltll'a and Bloom. Reminded of hi$ ear
.., ttltement that 811 undercl ... men Who signed with the =::. i:m~d~~~::a ~r::r~~t :i;~, would 101& lhelr ell-

- From staff rtpol'la 
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Bloom: 'Hey, it's not that big a deal' 
I FROM 1D I 

"I played tlgbt end and linebacker In faot
bal\ I welped abo,t 22' pow,d,, ond I thought 
I was • pretty decent player," says Ute >foot-
11 Bloom. "I'm 185 now, nowhere 11W' u big 
u I used tobe." 

It was during hi&h school that Lloyd Bloom 
ran into Norby Waltera for the first time. 
moom went to a concert by The Village People 
and Gloria Gaynor, and backstage be met Wal-

1ffl:,; ~~:~~u;}~'!:rGaynor'1 agent; 
everybody 11kl be was a big promoter, and my 
first lmpreulon of Norby wu what a great 
personality and sense of humor he had," Bloom 
recalls. 

After higb school, BJoom enrolled in a jun-

!fenf:g~:t : e~b~t :-1~~~w; 
went to wort for hb parents at TransconUnen
tal Credit and Collection. But soon Bloom be-

camuebo:1s th,~:,}:;• :e58fimellght, and he 
1eratehed lb surface when he served as a 
bouDcer at the famous Manhattan disco, StudJo 
$4. He became familiar with the nightclub 
....... 

Confident be could succeed on his own, 
Bloom formed his own business in which he or
ganized ~rties for corporations and charities. 
About thlS time, he sa"' Walters again - the 
first Ume since high school. 

"I saw him on Don Klrscbner's rock concert 

forb~~1=-·~M~resa:inR~ 'rs!i~: 
mysell, "l'hat's the man I met at the Gloria 
Gaynor concert.' 

"I called him up and told him I'd like to 
throw him and Don Kirschner a party, that I 
would spare no erpeme, that I would pict up 
the tab. He loved the Idea. Every major star 
was there. The party was so successful that he 
told me;'I would like to have one of these ev
ery year.' 

"So we kept In touch throughout the year. 
I'd ask him for concert tickets for myseU and 
my family. Then, finally, I approached him al
most three years ago and told him, 'You're the 
most sueeesssful music agent, and music is one 
part of entertainment, sports is another. Would 
you like to come into the sports business?' And 
the rest ls history." 

In late summer 1984, at age 25, Bloom per
suaded the highly sucteSSful Wallen to ei:pand 
from tbe music booking and promotion business 
to the sport, field. World Sports and Entertain
ment foe., they called themselves. Originally, 

• Bloom says, he told Walters that it would take 
about $100,000 to fund the foray Into sports 
representation. 

Off they went, scouring the country for , 
football and basketball prospects, signing be
tween ~O and 60 from late 1984 Uirough early 
1987. Almo.,t an of the athletes signed before · 
their college eligibility ei:plred and received 
thousands of dollan from the agen!J In return 

• - violations of NCAA rules. The signings 
stopped after the agents hit the headlines in 
March. 

Bloom says be believes that the very first 
1 athlete to sign was Iowa State's all-time lead

ing wide receiver, Tracy Henderson, In '84. At 
Iowa State, Henderson was the favorite target 
of Dave Archer, now the Falcons' quarterback. 

Henderson was dismissed from the Iowa 
State team after the '84 season, his Junior year. 
At the Ume, It was reported that Henderson 
wu kicked off for disciplinary reasons. But for
mer Jowa State cttaeh Jim Criner now conllrms 
that the real reason for Henderson's dlsmislal 
was his sJinlni with Wallen and Bloom. 

Determined to become the biggest playen 
In the sports-agency game, Walters and Bloom 

1 spent far more than the projected $100,000 
signing athleteL 

''That ($100,000) Is probably just a speck on 
our legal fees now," Bloom admits. And Wal• 
ten., who put up most of the money, has said 
on occasion that he wishes he'd never gotten In
volved in representing athletes. 

The amount of money advanced to athletes 
It believed to be In eicess of $600,000. And on 
top of that, "think about all the travel, hotels, 
meals, entertainment and ca.sh lhat we spent," 
says Bloom. 

, The agents have filed lawsuits against sev-
en athletes who allegedly reneged on contracts. 

I ~~ in ha:;:::':1bea:::ts s: ~:d!~~ 
: vestigation by the FBI, the U. S. Attorney's of-
I flee In Chicago and the federal grand jury. It II . 
, doubtful the agents , will pursue legal action 

! aga~ =t~u.!~:1:-e relationship be-
tween Bloom and Walters Is unclear. Walt,rs 
bas chastised Bloo,n In Interviews, saying, 
"He's gotten us Into a lot of trouble with hll 
mouth." Both Wallen and Bloom say they are 
still In the sports-representation business, al• 
lhou,;b Bloom admits they art not actively re
cruiting clleots now and says the operatlon will 
be scaled down. 

Bloom and Wallen formerly worked out of 
the same office In New York, but Bloom bu 
moved permanently to Los Angeles and tut 
week leased Ills own office space in Beverly 
Hllll. 

"It'• great In Los Angeles," Bloom says. "In 
New York, you've cot to wear suits all the 
Ume. Out here, man, you can't beat IL It's a 

, great life in Loi Angeles. Norby and I are fine. ' 
' We fight, sure. But we talk a couple or times a 
I day. We're still partnen, still buddies." 

Walters has declined Interviews recently on 

~; !~,~~; ~!1 :~1:, :!1i:1:nf~ ~:~ 
ment for this story. 

conJ;: a~re:8:nl~1~1~':~ •~f~/t:! 
, have been reporta of threats Bloom and Wal

ten allegedly have made against athletes and 
rival agents. 

Brent Fullwood, the former Aubum running 
back wbo sl&ned with Bloom and Walters be
fore his senior season, hu aaid that he testified 
to tlle grand Jury that Bloom threatened to 
"bump off" his current agent,• George Klckll• 
ter .. .. An NFL Players Association source has 
uld that two college players told the union 

'IRIAK ANY UQS LATIL YT' Agent Lloyd Bloom saystt's possible he's made lhreats 
In a ft of angar, but doubts It. 

for reneeinc on contracts .. . . The FBI reported
ly has a tape of a message that Bloom left on 
a telephone answering machine for SMU wide 
receiver Ron Morris. The message: Bloom al
legedly threatened to break. Morris' hands for 

juml\~ ::';.r~l~~n~ave repeatedly denied 
making any threats against anyone. Asked if it 
is possible be ever made a threat in a fit of an
ger, Bloom shrugs and says, "I guess It's possi
ble, but I don't think so." A couple of times In 
three days. he asks a reporter: "Do they really 
have a tape of me threatening Morris?" 

About Fullwood's alleaatlon, Bloom asks no 
questions. "Again, that's so ridiculous I feel stu
pid myseU even respo11ding," he says. "I do not 
thlnt this tld should be given any credibility. 
Of all the athletes we dealt with, there are only 
two I really despise: Fullwood and Reggie Rog
ers. [Roa:en, formerly of the University of 
Washington and now with the Detroit Lions, has 
filed a lawsuit against Walters and Bloom.) 
They're a couple of bad-news bears." 

At the Beverly Hills Hotel, where most visi
tors arrive In limousines and Bloom spends his 
weekends, the staff and the regulars know 
about the alleced threats. 

wEvery Ume I come in here to get a hair• 
cut, the guy asks me, 'Hey, break any legs late
ly?'" says moom, laughing. "An~ ~~n I get a 
manicure, the first thing the gat does is grab 
my bands and says, 'Let me look at your 
knuckles.'" 

~ Tbe threats allegedly were made when 
tlayera began to slip away from Walters and 

100_:; ~ ~~~~:mm::YJ~C::;resent• 
ed el&ht collece football players who would be 
choeeo ln the fint round o1 this year's NFL 
drafL By dnft day, all but two had defected to 
otber agents. U Wallen and Bloom had kept all 
el&bt, they would have represented twice as 
many lint-round picks u any other agent hu 
ever bad In one year. Bloom blames otb.er 
agents, rather than the athletes or birmell, for 
mostofthedefectlons. 

"BeUeve It or not, I thlnk they're all nice 
kldl, eicept for Fullwood and Rogers." says 
Bloom. "I think they just got off track because 
they listened to these other agents. On draft 
day, do you know who I watcbed the television 
with? Mark logram. And that wu after be left 
111 for another agent" 

Ingram, a wide receiver from Michigan 
State, wu the No. 1 plck of the Super Bowl 
champion New York Giants. 

The only players who remained with Bloom 

~~a=ne~'8u1 thPa:i!~t ~e:p1~: 
All-America tackle John Clay of MlssourL They 
have s.llfled four-year contracts negotiated by 
Walters and Bloom wtth the Kansas City Chiefs 
and Loe Angeles Raiders, respectively. 

Their loyalty has been a bright spot In the 
recent dari months, says Bloom, who bas 

grown particularly close to Palmer. 
Bloom called Palmer "one of the few ath• 

letes who dido't take money early."' When told 
that the grand Jury presumably will resolve 
that question, Bloom retreated from bis 
statement. 

"You better check with Norby. Really, all 
the money came out of his office." 

Bloom claims that he and Wallen were not 
seeking a competitive advantage when they 
signed athletes early. The reason for the early 
signings, he says, was to dewelop a good rela• 
tionship with the athletes and tbe1r families. 

"I wanted to sign guys early beea11e I 
wanted a relationship for one or two yean be
fore we had to negotiate a contract for them," 
Bloom says. "I don't see how a kid can finish 
school, then sign with some acent be doesn't 
even know a month or two before the draft and 
eipect to trust him." 

ted. ~~~e~f a~~~1a/:,~10;!~ ;~~:::Yr:~: 
and Walters, Bloom says, "No, no, no. All these 
other agents filled these kids' heads with a 
bunch of garbage. They made up all this stuff 
about us be.Ing Involved with drucs and prosti• 
tutlon and the Mafia. They really confused 
thesekids.'' 

The only Mafia lie th.at has been conflnned 
is In Walters' past. Though Wallen denies any 
strong friendship or buslnes., coMection, be bas 
acknowledged ''knowing" a reputed mobster 
now In Jail: John "Sonny" Franz.ese. 

"Even if they were friend., . , . I mean, 

~h;i'!n~e~fn:1~a=.:~~·~~f!:~ 
Norby was connected, don't you think be would 
have been locked up by now? The guy grew up 
In New York. He's owned restaurants. He's a 
huge music booking agent He knows every
body. That'• not a crime.'' 

Bloom blames rival agent Steve Zucker for 

:mr~ a:roi~ ~v:s:1:u:e:~~: :~ 
Walters and Bloom In March, shortly , ner 
Zucker's associate, Kathy Clemeot.s, was beaten 

~ tntnia:,ed = ma:d~:::e ~1~:o::ew:: 
ters and the beating, and they have denied any 
role in IL 

"Now, if they bad any proof we were re
spomlble for the Clemen!J' thing, would we at.ill 
be on the streets right now!" asks Bloom. "We 
bad nothiofl to do with IL Did It really bappeo, 
anyway?" 

Bloom says be and Clements were once ID 
competillon to represent former Nebrasb nan
nlng back Doug Dubose . .' former Reisman 

1 Trophy candidate whose career was hurt by a 
severe knee Injury, Dubo9e signed with Bloom 
and Walter, but later switched to Clements and 
Zucker, 

Walten and Bloom previously had lost for• 
mer Tennessee wide receiver Tim McGee, a 
flnt·round draft pick of the ClncinnaU Bengals 
In 1986, to Zucker and Clements. Rogers, this 
year's No. I pick of the Detroit Lions, also 
Jumped to Zucker and Clements. 

"J think It's lousy when an agent steals an• 
other agent's player," says Bloom. "But no 
matter what, we're not going to 10 around 
beating up people or having aomebody beaten 

:er~U:ot~1 Kf:y:r .'.i"1t•!°n:m~e ~~ 
destb." 

Ufe f10e1 on for Uoyd Bloom, he says. "J'm 
101111 to begin representlnc aome actora.'' But 
does this mean be plans to fade 011t of the 
sports scene Into the Hollywood night? 

''No, I wouldn't say that," Bloom uys. "fm 

tro~~!~J::t:b~ a~ l~:1~:~• ~! 
days, It's funny. Most days, It's 11d. We didn't 
deserve this. Agentl have been signing players 

~!~! ~~rn!~· sl~n~:· p~y~:.iu~' :::~~ ~:! 
grand jury lnvesllgaUon? 

"We've learned a lot the past couple or 
yean. I w1nt to stay in the business but stick 

:tt~~ ~at~:~ ~1:fnt~r.~~-p~~~::: 
._ ________________ ,., that the agents threatened to break their lcp 

OEORGlROS[./Sfltdll 

PORGIYING: 'I tNnk they're al nice kids, 
except for Ful..ood and Rogers,' says 
Bloom, No more of thaL I've had enoua)I of that, and 

ao bu Norby." 

I ~-• ---- I 
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