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Hopefully, pressure 
won't strike McGwire 

You look at Mark McGwire and mostly 
you wonder what's going to happen to foul 
this up. You sort of hold your breath wailing 
for the bad ntws. 

Such are the times in American sport 
Oh, you've 1:ot Dale Murphy, but he came 

In on cat's feet. growing on you slowly as a 
hero, always vague thunder on the horizons of 
seasons, never lighlninc overhead. 

How long since someone soared so sudden
ly overhead as Mark McGwire, without some
thing irritating in his conlract. or embarrass
Ing In his closet, or powdered in bis nose, or 
loaded In the glove compartment of his 
Porsche, or smart about his mouth? 

Mark McGwire is clean, but your heart's 
been long too broken by your heroes to accept 
that, and so you wait ... 

still you look at him and you see not Just 
another pretty face - not a pretty face at 
all, really, Just a face from back in The Bea
ver's neighborhood, the face of American 
sport as It was and lon&S to be ae:aln. 

You watch him go O-for-3 in the All-Star 
game at home In Oak1and and the nerl mom
Ing the box score matters nothing alonplde 
remembrance of bis face at the plate, the 
face of wanting so badly to reward those who 
roar so, the face of such youthful disappoint• 
ment at not rewarding them. 

And now the All-Star break is over and 
the time has come for him either to fade 
from ~the pace" as so m;iny others have be
fore him, or to enter the hellish heroism of 
"the watch" as another good kid did 26 sum
mers ago, three years before Mark McGwire 
was born. 
At present, ahead of Afaris' pace 

This being a National League town, we 
have noticed only from the corner of an eye 
that Mark McGwire of the Oakland Athletics 
Is, at baseball season's halftime, ahead of 
Roger Marls' pace of 1961 when he hit the 
major league record 61 home runs in a ....... 

McGwire, the California dentist's son, the 
red-headed rookie behaving as If he is living 

In a~iyh::1 f:1~~t~~Jti!,?1~eia~:~d be-
cause he'1 so boyish, so wowed, so proud to be 
here, with a cute and pregnant wife watchln& 
from the seats behind the dugout. 

He ls still polite to the media types, the 
proJ:les of the public, the breed that devastat• 
ed Maris in '61, the types already shooed 
away by the guy who took a short-lived run at 

~n~!~Ew~~ia~!tiir:~e1cf~!~~:r,rt 
Mark McGwire would be just another seri• 

ous candidate to fade after the All-Star break 
were It not for his innate level-headedness, 
and for an A's batting coach who is a superb 
keeper of calm In others, Bob Watson, four 
years ago the steady clutch hitter and profes
sor of plate demeanor with the Atlanta 
Braves. 

McGwire may make a run at 61 . But 
there b a shudder In that thought, a memory 
of a frozen night In Fargo, N.D. at Christmas 
time of 11185, and the tear-filled eyes of Mick
ey Mantle and Whiley Ford and most of all 
Clete Boyer, tbe man who had roomed with 
Marls in '61 and had lockered beside him. 
Humbly asking for ~he walch' 

On that night before Roger Marls' funeral 
the Ice clinked Into &lasses late u they drank 
"to Roger," and when old Yankees were sad, 
what made them saddest was remembrance 
of late summer, '61. 

eo .. ~1:e~~:::e:~r~h~t!:t1ru~~ ~: 
ktfof '61, "from the pressure, even when 
things were going good. Then there wu the 
Sunday afternoon In Baltimore when Roger 
went l-for-11 In a doubleheader. One-for-nine. 
So what? ThLs reporter came lo Roger In the 
clubhouse and said, 'You're choking, aren't 
you?' Nowadays you wouldn't think much 
about a question like thal But we just didn't 
get such questions In those dayt, and Roger 
was already under so much pressure, On the 
way out of Municipal Stadium, Roger said to· 
me, 'That's It. I won't talk to them any more.' 
It was over between Roger and the media 
from there." 

Pain that would gnaw at the rest of Roger 
Maris' life had begun that August day. 

In his teara, Clete Boyer remembered an 
end to bero worship, and the hardening of a 

L°a~is, k~h,;~~~ ;:1:~!:,d J:':::m R~~ 
the public, prompted by the media, put an as
terisk by Marls' record, because he used all or 
a 162-game 1eason to break Babe Ruth'1 rec
ord of 60 homera In the 154-game season of 
11127. 

"The watch" may never come for Mark 

:~tt:· I~~~! . ~n h:~;i1~y h~:tJm~~t!~~ 
media will be proportionately tou11her, and 
the public proportionately more skeptical, 
than In '61, for so mar1y fallen Idols have 
made us that way, and you wonder Just how 
much of It Mart McGwire will be able to 11rin 
and 1olly•gee away. 

And so you wait .. 
Const/tu/Jon sports columnfsl Dave Kin• 

drcd Is on v1c1tion. 

Buckeyes declare Carter ineligible 
By U. Rosmborg 

S10JfWn1n 

COLUMBUS, Ohio - Cris Carter, a 
two-time AD-America wide receiver, was 
ruled Ineligible for the upcoming season 
Wednesday by Ohio State for his dealings 
with New York-based agenls Norby Wal
ters and Lloyd Bloom. 

Ohio State star's infractions too blatant 

Ohio St.ate athletic director Rick Bay 
made the announcement, saying that Car
ter, 21, had signed a representation agree
ment with Walters and Bloom and had re
ceived nearly '7,000 from them, including 
a $5,000 promissory note from a post-dat
ed contracl 

NCAA rules prevent a college athlete 
with eligibility remaining from entering an 
agreement with or taking money from an 
agent. 

The announcement comes after The At· 
lanta Constitution reported Wednesday that 
Carter's testimony the day before at grand 

t:err :=inof :al~a::dtoB::u~~~ 
college players would lead to his suspen
sion from the team. 

"Coach (Earle) Bruce and I decided 
that the infractions were so blatant and 
had occurred over such a long period of 
time, that lhb situation could not be ban
died any other way," Bay said. "And we 
will not make any type of appeal to the 
NCAA in the future lo get his eligibility 
restored." 

Bruce, who did not attend the press 
conference, said later Wednesday, "He ob
viously wasn't a Buckeye off the field. 
Anyone who did what he did cou1d not 
have any feelings toward our program. We 
knew wbat he was doing when he accepted 

money. There boo excuse for thal" 
Carter released a statement through 

his attorney, Bob BenJ of Boston, which 
read: "I did not reallz.e at the time the 

f:l~e~:m~ •:J.e~r! OruU: s~~: 
University, my teammates or coach Bruce. 
What I did WU wrona, and I apologize." 

Carter, an All-America his sophomore 
and junior seasons and expected to be a 
Reisman Trophy candidate this year, 
caugbt a school record 61 passes passes 
Jut year for 1,IZ7 yards and 11 touch
downs, all Ohio State records. He also 
owns Buckeye <'areer reconh with 168 re
ceptions and 27 touchdowns. 

See CARTER, Page 9-D 

RICH AODICKS/St1tl 
Dressed In bis summer Navy whltes, David Robinson answers questions about his pN!Sent and future. 

Robinson sets priorities 
Tallest Navy ensign says Spurs will have to improve, 
keep team happy and draw fans if they expect him 
to play in San Antonio when two-year hitch is over 

BySasallllowanl 
s1,//wn,rr 

ST. MARYS - Ann King made cer
tain abe had a front-row seat Inside a 
room of the Public Affairs Ofllce at the 
U.S. Naval Submarine Bue Kinp Bay. 

~ ~~~~r J~f~e ~;~ ~r:c:~ 
wu determined to get an autoe:rapb 
from Ensign David Robinson. 

"I met him last week at the BOQ 
{Bachelor Officer's Quartera)," Kini 
aald. "He was so cute. He's so tall and 

be wu bending over so much, just so be 
could get to the salad bar." 

Then King pointed to a miniature 
buketball In her left hand. "I'm gett1n1 
an a11toe:raph for my son, Mark," she 
said, smiling. "He's 19 years old and 
he's a big fan of David'&." 
• A minute later, Ro:.iinson entered the 
room under the escort of two eommand
ln& officers. As be took his seat under 
the glare of several television camera 
ligh ts, Robinson scanned the throng of 
reporters until he noticed King, who 
started to point ae:ain at the basketball 

In her lap. A smile swept across Robin• 
son's face u be winked and nodded. 

Mark would get his autograph. 
No ensign at this or any other naval 

base Is in sue• demand for autographs 
and Interviews, but this ensign is 7-foot-

ied:i~:e=a :e0·un~,fi~~11 ~~~ 
Robinson Day at Klnp Bay as the Zl
year-old ctnter beld his firat press con
ference since reporting for active duty 

t:0Jde;I~ Tobi:~0:'!t/I':.1!; ~!111~~ 
Navy now. 

Whether he offldally Ls a San Anto
nio Spur 100n remains questionable. 
Robinson'• comments Wednesday indi• 
cated he ii belltant to sian with San An-

See ROBINSON, Page 9-D 

TheAlsociatfdPrKl 

Ohlo State athletic dirtctor Rick Bay 
(left)llllDOUDces football star Cris Car· 
ter is permanently ineligible for sign• 
ing contract wilh an agenL 

Dogs lose 
two more to 
test scores 
Basketball program 
feels the effects of 
admittance policy 

ByE\>nGnnt 
S1afj1Vntn 

The University of Georgia's basketball 
program learned Wednesday that two 
more signees won 't be admitted to the 
school because of academic deficiencies. 

The two, 6-foot-8 forward Marshall 
Wilson of Franklin County High School and 

~ugf:!11~et:00~0;f:gd to°~~~~~~;~ 
her of football or basketball players wllo 
have been dismissed from Geor1Ja or de
nied admission to the school since the Jan 
Kemp trial last year. 

The Kemp trial ceotered around the al
leged preferential treatment of athletes at 
Georgia. After the trial, the school tough
ened its academic policies regarding ath
letes, and both Georgia football coach 
Vince Dooley and basketball coach Hugh 
Durham have said their programs are now 
operating at a competitive disadvantage. 

Wilson and Howard failed to make a 
minimum 700 score as required by Geor
gia on their final tries at the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) and thus were denied 
admission to the school In accordance wltb 
a policy announced on the last day of the 
Kemp trial. 

NCmr1~~:~~l~J~ more rigid than the 
According to Bylaw 5-1-(j), athletes by 

11188 must have at least a 700 SAT score 
and at least a 2.0 high school grade polAt 
average to be eligible for college athJetld 
as freshmen. Bu~ there are two differences 
between the NCAA'1 policy and Georgia's: 

Uena~'a:na:~\~::0!n ~A;u:ri~ 
fow as 680 ca n be eligible if his hl&h 
school GPA Ls as high u 2.1. The more 
slgnlflcant difference is that, under NCAA 
rules, an lnelicible athlete can still be ad
mitted to a school and can play u a 90pb
omore If he makes satisfactory academic 
progress as a freshman. 

Under NCAA rules, Geor11ia could hive 
admitted Wilson and Howard and conceiv
ably could have had them on the basket-' 
ball team as sophomores. But under Geor-' 
&ia'a pollcy, the door wu closed to them. 

Georgia b the only NCAA school with 
a stated policy of admitting no athlete un• 

See GEORGIA, Page 7-D 

-✓-- Braves hit the road full of hope 

Bravea manager Chuck Tanner \llew1 the 11-game road 
awlng that begins nlll'lday at a 'make-or-break lime.' 

An unsuccessful trip could lead 
to alWlher bummer of a summer 

All.st.Ir Gamt wra~up, P,ge 4-D 
Expos on deck, Pate S-D 

ByGffly Fraley 
S10J!Wn1n 

MONTREAL - Before beading Into their three-day 
summer vacation, the Atlanta Braves received a wam
Jn1: Look at the schedule. 

It presents a famlllar and chl11ln1 sight. The 
Braves, who begin the KCOnd SKtlon of their sea,on 

o:~;u~:r~~.7}!~/: ::e i:J:~~ :~:~a:~: 
could not handle last year. 

"We've got to be ready to go right away," Bruce 
Benedict said. "Thl1 Is where we got klUed last year." 

Manager Chuck Tanner calb it "a make-or-break 

■•••••• Hconol-half 1lump1 
Before brHk After brHk 

YHr w L Pel. w L Pel. 
1982 51 33 .607 38 40 .487 
1983 49 31 .613 39 43 .476 
1984 46 41 .529 34 41 .453 
1985 39 47 .453 27 49 .355 
1986 42 46 .477 30 43 .411 
1987 41 46 .471 

time." He said the same thing last year. The Braves 
broke. 

In 11181, the Braves returned from the All-Star 
break 1l1 1ames off the lead and 1UII COM!dered COu-

See BRAVES, Page 5-D 
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'I belong to San Antonio until the year is up' 0 

Navy Ensign David Robinson towel'I over questionen and cameramen on Wednesday as be meets tbe med 1a for fint time since his arrival at Kings Bay, Ga., site of submarine ba11e under construction. 

--------• sun a cons.iderable amount of lime 

Robinson 
From Page 1-D 

tonio,thettamthatdraftedhim
at least this year. 

''Sin Antonio bas to show me 
that lbey have the will to want to 
win and to want to mate their team 
better in the nett few years," Rob
hoon &aid. "They have to show me 
that the players enjoy playing there, 
that the fans will come out and su~ 
port tbeteam. 

"It's a packaging thing. The 
money isn't the main thing. They 
have to make tbemselve=i: look real 
good when I go there (for a visit in 
the fall) . I'm going to go down 
there, then talk to my agent, then 
tell him if I want to play there. 

"I've beard positive and nega
tive Utings, more negative because 
their season was so bad the last 
couple of yean." 

As a recent graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy. Robinson lucked 
out - well, sort of, 

Unlike the typical college ath
lele, he cannot go directly to the 
pros. On the other hand, instead of 
the standard five years of active 
duty upon graduation from the 
academy, Robinson faces only a 
tw~year commltmenl. That courte
sy was e1tended by John F. Lehman 
Jr., the former secretary of the 
Navy, because of Robinson's athletic 
promise. 

Two years or five years, il's 

Carter 
From Page 1-D 

Berry said prodding from Car• 
ter's older brother, George, got Cris 
Involved with Walters and Bloom. 

"Cris received a malling from 
their agency (In April 1986) which 
Cris' brother, George, opened," Ber
ry said. "Cris said be wa.m't inter• 
esled, but George asked Cris if be 
could call and find out about the 
agency." 

According to Berry, George Car
ter traveled to New York to talk to 

~.~:n:h~':u~~:· sounds funny 
because George came back and told 
Cris that the agency would loan .him 
some money," Berry said. "Cris had 
been a little low on funds and 
George knew this. He said they 
would loan him $5,000, Interest free, 
and that Bloom wanted to deliver 
the money himself In Columbus. 
Cris told me he needed the money 
and that be told George to tell 
Bloom to come down. 

"When Bloom came to Colum
bus, Cris drove him and George 
around the town. They finally con
vinced Cris to sign the contract (on 
May 1, 1986), which would also pay 
$150amontb." 

Berry said George Carter also 
ligned the contract. 

"Cris wu under 21 , and the COD
tract required parental consent in 
that case," he said. "Geor1e tr: • 
plained to Cris that be did th1s be
cause If there were any difficulties 
with the contract, then It was 
Gtorge that was responsible." 

The payments slopped, accord• 

~11a~ ~Ut!~:ap~~h!n s~ 
on the agents. 

lilF~Homes 
428-6924 

for the nation's top college basket
ball player. For two season.,, Robin
son will have to miss out on a pro 
basketball caretr that could guaran
tee him milliors. During that time, 
be will make an estimated $400 a 
month for working on an eiplosive
bandllnc wharf for a Trident 
submarine. 

Rod Thom, vice president of op
erations for the NBA, describes 
Robinson's situation as lhe most un
USllll In the bbtory of the league. 

foot~~":Jr:te':a~ !·~1!i1\~ 
academy, which is unusual in It• 

:~~~:l°::re~~d~;o/o:r~l:ti:ft':; 
that and that's very unusual 

"At the end of his aophomore 
year (Robinson's last opportunity to 
transfer out of the academy to an
other school), I don't think that 
even be thought be would be des-
tined to be in the position be was In 
on draft day. He was a talent, ye1, 
but he most certainly wasn't the ta!• 
ent he is today, I wonder: Would he 
have made the same decision if he 
had to do it all over again today?" 

Robinson was asked the question 
Wednesday. "If I had a little crystal 
ball where I could see, yeah, I 
would have transferred," be said. 
"It would have been stupid for me 
notto." 

As bis commandlag officers 
looked on, Robinson paused and 
shifted bis tone. "But standing here 
right now and looking at you, I 
would tell you I have absolutely no 
second thoughts at all about my de-

Berry said he became involved 
this April when Cris' other brother, 
Bruce (a former NBA player) 
called him to say Cris might be in 
difficulty with agents. 

"I then talt;ed to Cris and he 
told me what had happened," said 
Berry. "l then called the NCAA and 
told them I bad an athlete that 
would come forward and tell 111, 
asking if this would soften the pena• 
lilies against him when the whole 
thing came ouL But they said they 
couldn't do anything about it, Utat It 
first would have to be handled by 
lheschool. 

ney'~!flice~~~~to~.shi!t~!l 
to go to tbe university because it 
might Jeopardb.e the grand jury's 
invesUgaUon, which was just start• 
Ing in Chicago. 

"That's why we waited going to 
the school," Berry said. "The U.S. 
attorney did not want anything to 
get out. But last week. the U.S. at
torney's office said we could go to 
the achoo! because Carter wu about 
to testify." 

Berry Indicated he believes 
George Carter works for Walters 
and Bloom. Walters has refused to 
comment on whether be bas em• 
ployed George Carter. 

George Carter was not available 
forcommenl 

Bay said he first found out 
about Carter and his involvement 
with the agents through an Atlanta 
Constit11tlon reporter. 

"A reporter from AUanta called 
me and asked me if I knew any• 
thing," Bay uid. "I uld I would 
check It oul. I called Crb in here 
with coach Bnce. and Cris 11\d be 
knew Walters and Bloom but denied 

~~:tr~!~d ~me~:::'"J 
believe otllerwise." 

Bay uld over the nut few 

clsion. I have absolutely no will try to "force the issue," but ville, Fla., was Inconsequential to 
regrets." warned that it won't be without a the two busloadJ of 50 media mem-

Roblnson hinted at what could contest. ben wbo were escorted to the base. 

=m~ a~:~1::.tyA::: are •::rn:~t 8/:~b:r:: !?!~ a~ Arr:::: : ~::· ::: ro; 
:t t~~~ n'::ts~I ~I,: :s~·~~:iJ~t :~t!:S 1:t.! ~b=· :! ~~er COJ~~Te !: 
!shes his stint in the Navy. But an wue, then I'm going to protest beld when the base was selected as 
Robinson argue, that t.be NBA rul- IL Right DOW, I belong to San Anto- a Trident site lo 1979. 

~fn~h:I~ 11
~~

1fik~0 a!t~u!: nio H~U~ i::.!r':~~tt~m Abdul- son,1!:~f!:~ ~=~bi~l 
rookie wbo doesn't sign with a team Jabbar jWlt signed a tw~year con- the attention. After a photo session 
this year. If Robinson doesn't reach tract with the Los Angeles Lakers. on the edge of a wharf that doubles 
an aareement with the Spurs, be And yes. he has thought about the as his work site, Robinson con
wants to rHnter the draft In 1988. ~billty of filling Jabbar's shoes. fessed, "It's wild. I wouldn't have 

TIie NBA disagrees with Robin- 'Looks good to me," be said. Imagined that all these people 
son•, Interpretation of a bylaw But, "I don"t look at myself as would be Interested in my day-to-. 

::c~ts·~::ia~~:a: p:;~\ro rii~l!:~n, ·~~u~:~!v: ~yy:~u:!:~ :nc!:a~~~~!~: 
la inducted into the military. have drafted me, I would have bad mented the day of an engineer, you 

"It isn't fair to us tbat a team to go there" to imped the team, wouldn't get too many people to go 
should draft a player and lose their Robinson said. to the theater to watch that.~ 
rights because tllat player was in-- Forgotten Wednesday was the Dressed in his summer Navy 
ducted Into the military," Thorn fact that Kings Bay is Ute future white unifonn, Robinson did oot dis
said. "When Robinson elected to east coast base of the Trident su~ play any signs of athletic prowess. 
stay at the academy after his soph~ marine and, as such, ranks as the Aside from his height, he appeared 
more year, he agreed to be inducted most eipensive ($1.3 billion) peace- to be just another ensign. He did 
Into the mllltary. He could have time construction project In the his- concede that such status might earn 
transferred, but he didn't." tory of the U.S. Navy. The develofij him a few salutes. 

man~::/::;~ s;u;~ra~e: :~:1!~ 1:&a;~!~tb:d:naC:n1~ thin~n:o:~n ~~f:.1 H~ ~~m:Z 
ports that Robinson was lukewarm town, 30 mlles north of Jackson- Int officer, Capt. Kent Riffey, pro--

claimed that Robinson, "won't be 
treated any differently than any 
other officer." 

A1 the resident officer of the 
construction project, Robinson is 
learning how to become a contract 
administrator. "I go over contracts, 
help neaouate with the contractors 
and make sure that the specifica
Uons are followed through," Robin
lOII Siid. 

He is unsure about receiving en
dorsements and risking his ama
teur status. Lonely shooting sessions 
In the gym and a self-designed 
weight llfUng program are his con
stant N!mindm of a basketball ca
reer put OJI bold. 

"There's oot a whole lot of ba5-
ketball around here in Kings Bay. 
Thlsisnotthebestplaceforbas
ketball, and I really don't get the 
chance to play with anyone," b.e 
said. "Basketball is just not a part 
of my day every day. For the most • , 

~;rt~~s~ttka~~t lbyliTt~!~•gtt:,'!01 
Nol even a pick-up game? 
"I get into a few pick-up games 

with the guys," he said. "Everyone 
wants to see if they can dunk over 
David Robinson." 

~~g~!sP:J::;ft~on y~:~~~ ~!: ~--------------------------
atorlum on contract negotiations for 
all NBA players extends until Oct. I 
and Bass has yet to even talk to 
Robinson. But when the Spurs get 
the green light to discuss contracts. 
Bass said, "We're going to make ev
ery effort to &lgn him to a contract 
- every effort." 

Robinson suspects that the NBA 

months he heard rumors about Car
ter signing a contract and taking 
money, but "until last week I hadn't 
heard anything substantial." 

"But last Thursday, Berry and 
Kevin Sharkey (another alt6roey 
representing Carter) called me told 
me they needed to meet with me 
abo11t Cris," he said. "I told them 
they would have to meet with coach 
Bruce because I had to go to New 
York. Tbey did. And I talked to 
coach Bruce later that night, and he 
indicated to me that our worst fears 
had been realized and that Carter 
bad 1l111ed a contract of some sorts 
and received some money." 

The nett day, Bay and Bruce 
met with Carter, Sharkey and Berry 
In New York. 

''Q-ls felt very badly," Bay said. 
"He Indicated bis regrel But clear
ly be bad done what was alleged to 
be done over all these months. We 
knew then be was through at Ohio 
State." 

Bay said he doesn't expect the 
NCAA to take any action against 
Ohio State. 

Berry said thert Is a posslbllty 
of criminal charges being brought 
against Carter. 

"Possibly, Ile could be charged 
with fraud, mall and wire fraud, 
and Income tH evasion under feder
al statutes," Berry said. "Tbe fraud 
ls that Cris signed a form last Au
gu.5l verifying that he was eligible 
to play." 

Berry said he dof'Sn·t upect 
Carter to peUtion the NFL to enter 
a 111pplemental draft for the 11pcom
lni seuon. 

"I'm not poaltlve about what 
Cris la going to do," he said. "But I 
don't see him playing pro ball tbb 
year. I think he'll 1pend thill season 
in tchool, trying to get his life back 
together." 
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