
'I am not an evil manr 
New York-based agent Norby Walters started his career In the 
restaurant business and made his mark in the music industry. Now 
he has made his fame - or his infamy - for his controversial 
dealings with college athletes. 

NEW YORK - Norby Walters 
stroUs through tbe balls of Us office, lo­
cated across the atttet from the Ed Slll• 
!Ivan Theiter. The walls are lined with 
100 go)d and platinum recmls. "What 
do you think?" be asks. "ls tills a small­
Ume operation? Or is it big time?" 

There is no doubt about the correct 
answer In Norby Walters' mind. His 
business address aays it all for Walters: 
Broadway. 

many tollltantly on the phone, others 
movlng busily around tbe office. Some 
of them sit at modest metal-top desks. 
Nobody la allowed to take a lunch 
break. Sandwich delivery boys are in 
and out of the office. 

younc woman ID the lobby sa11, ''Oooob. 
tbat'1 Oran 'Jlliee' Jones." 

Oran 'Juice' Jones? 
''Yeah, he'1 got a video." 
ltilintbemusic industry that Wal• 

=eU:~ :si n!e,~ B~r ls~ 
the sport1 world that be bas gained. 
fame - or Infamy - recenUy. 

Walters told The Atlanta Journal­
Constitutloa in March that be bu rou­
tinely given large amounts of cash to 
college football and basketball players, 
wbo in tum bave llgned postdated con­
tracts to be represented by him. Both 
the contracts and the casll comUtute vi• 
olatlons of NCAA ruJes. Since the first 
report of Wallen' dealings with colleae 
athletes, there have been numerous es­
calations in the cue. 

The office Ls on the 10th floor of 
one of Manhattan's endless high-rise 
bulldln;s. There are 3S employees, 

Welcome to World Sports and Enter­
tainment Inc .. a division of Norby Wal• 
ters Auoelates, the undisputed tings 
wben it comes to booking talent in the 
black music bu.,iness. Patti LaBelle is a 
client. So are Miles Davis, Luther Van­
drou, Ben Vereen, Peabo Bryson, Steph• 
anle Mills, the Commodores, Kool and 
the Gang, Midnight Spec1ai System. Ooe 
youac man walks Into the office, and a 

See WALTERS 22C • , NANCYKAYE/SP«W 

TOUGH IUIINIU: Watters cootends he has brokoo NCAA rules, but not the law. 
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Braves 
lose 6th 
in row 8-4 
D MEANWHILE, DOWN ON THE FARM SC 

Byo.rry Fraley 
StaHWrrttr 

SAN DIEGO - The fall to the bottom began on tbt :::r~ o~:~!u~t0r~a:jy 1~ i!~~La Braves may ~ 
Their California death march continued Saturdaj 

night'with a sloppy 1-4. loss to San Diego Saturday nl@i 
at Jaci Murphy Stadium. The Braves have lost fivt 
straight games In California and m straight overall. • ... 

"We've 1ot to stop this now," Ted Simmons said. 
;~~~lylsuth~e.~f thing you 1bave to get out or~ 

~ ..... ' Th'- Braves briefly pu_t ~elr heads above wa~ 
with: • two-mm ilweolb. inolna that tied the game at:-C 
Reliever JeU Dedmon could not keep the tie. ~ .. 

ANDY SHARP/SW! 

CHANQI OP PACI: Alter undergoing Ns third shoulder surgery, Bruce Sutter ~ pltchng again, but juat to Ns aon Chad (right) and other little leaguers. 

Sutter trying tor his biggest save 
Will he ever prove he's not just $10 million worth of bad investment, 
a financial black hole? 'All I can ssy Is I'm not rolling over and taking 
the money. That's why I've gone through the operations.' 

By Bud Show 
SIM!Wti!w 

Three times a weei, Bruce Sutter 
drives from Kennesaw to Buckhead for 

rin~~ :i~::x r:b~b~!i'Jer~1~~ 
more commonly recarded. Unable to 
travel anywhere without the price tac ID 
tow, Sutter tome clays could use a U• 
Haul to lu1 the burden. 

WW be pitch qaiD and &how Atlanta 

ftJ people lD st. Loa.ls tbou1ht lollng 

:: e':.lreeSta'C7 tolat.!!l~::S ~ 
aster area? Translated lnto big•bullaess 
Jarpa. wW be ever prove be'• not Just 
flO mlllloa worth ol bad lnvestmellt, a 
finaDcLa1 black bole? 

Slitter thlnb more about l1I salary, 
now that he's locap1ble of earn1n1 It, 
than when tbe Bram COllld reach out 
and touch ~m on the bullpen pbGot. But 
bedoe,blswlll>derm&qu!etlyandlllOltly 

privately, the way be Uves his life. Progress reports on Sutter's therapy 

of ~ ,~:::~ t m:; ~.rJ :\:. ~i::=~ ·~a':~m ~1nt~T. 
I'm not crippled. Tbere are people out orado, from the Braves' frorii'5 office to 
tkNl wbo are really sufferlnc. And here Sutter'a aaeot 111 Chicago. They're all 
I am mailn& all thla money. All J can boptn& for a twilt to an old fairy ta1e. 
say is I'm not rollm, over and taking Tbey're hoping Sutter I rrbaps the best = ~t·a why I've cone through ~li1~ff= ~~~ ca!ls~~ 

In February, Slitter bad his third 111r- tocetber apln. 
gery 1D 14 m011tbl. He wu told to ill out Mari Albert, the former Atlanta 
the 1187 JeUOG, try q:ain ID '81. And be Qllefa trainer who dlrecta Sporta Th.era• 
bon that all the trying ID the world py and EJ:erclse Prescription (STEP) of 
might not mate a ligniflcant difference Atlanta, saya Sutter Is meeting hil goals 
inasbolllderaoweaklDIH5tllatbe 
couldn't pm a cartoo of milk acrou the See SUTTER tDC • 
brutfullabl,. ----------

The legend of Smead Jol_ley: 
A long trail of smoking bats 

ALAMEDA, Clllf. - On a pleasant, tree-lined 
avenue, 2020 Santa Clara sits acroa from Halaht 
School In a fourth-floor apartment, small but com­
fortable and neatly iept, lives thia man once called 
the "Arkanw Al.wain" when be first reached tbe 
maJorleapea. 

Furman 
Bisher 
Journal Sporta Editor 

~~~~:!'8t! :!:! =~1!:.;:l!e~ ~{ 
:!l:t /or:,~ 'l':: :~~t;p~te°: =~f~ 
Into ancient baseball time, all•feet-rour, about 21' poundl, and 1111 feet 
a c~•=~l~o~~ ~t ~a: :'':f1'le ~ wm &1ven to Wdineaa. 
out of an Arkansu sawmm town, and he came out ,...;;~t :~;~w~t, !8:.~1f?y~ t.t:!!~ t!':w! 
t:1;:~n:iu~~ ~:e!U:ub~lt•;: !:n~l:i:~ter minor fut lf you bit 'em 011t of the part.· 

Jolley'• riame bu prevailed acrou the yean in There'• 1Ull some lire In the furnace, and be : 
the minds of baseball for a reason that doea:n't ap- doean't mind speaklne up In behalf of his defense.' 

, peal to him. He wu the paradlcm of the aood•hlt, Once there wu a temce leading ut to the left-field 
~Jl~~ar~:~~f a: ~::~ J:11::J~bft~~ ~~ fence In Fenway Park, and they le I a atory of Joi• 

~1:~e=~=h~ :e u';t :: ::_ ui!,~i :: See BISHER 19C • 
HIARI lMI CHIIRl1 Edwin Moses waves 
to crowd aftar olOOmeter ludlea lllctory. 

Dedmon (2-2 )1 who forced in a run with four watp 
In the silth, walked the leadoff bitter, Tim Flanne~ 
and eave up a single to the league's hottest hitter, Tont 
Gwynn. Flannery scored on a double-play grounder. The 
Padres put It away In the bottom of the eigbtb, scorlnt 
lhree runs off Paul Assenmacher and Jim Acker. T.be 
main damage was done by a basea-loaded, two.nm sln-
&Je hit off Acker by Randy Ready. . 

Gwynn, batting .383, has become a challenger to bit 
,400. 1n his last 25 games, Gwynn ls batting .474 (45-
for•I~). Manager Chuci Tanner had one bit of advice 
for the Braves' pitchers when they face him. 

"Pray," Tanner said. 
Trailing, the Braves gave Dedmon a 3-2 game in 

lbe II.Ith. San Diego padded Its lead to 4•! when Ded­
mon, who bad not civen up a run since June 7, walked 
pltcher Lance McCullers on four pitches with the ~ 
loaded. McCullers Is a career !-for-31 hitter. • 

Tbe weei-long problems on offense stopped in the 
seventh. The Braves Ued the game with only their sec­
ODd multi-run inning of this trip. 

odd ~e!~:,:a:m\!~n: ~: :1:ea i:~:e,0~~~ 
second and reached third because shortstop Garry Te'tn• 

See BRAVES 11C·• 

Like old times: 
Moses on top 
o NO TRIPLE FOR LEW IS 
D RESULTS 

By Klrtn ROHn 
SttffWrlttr 

13C 
20C ' 

SAN JOSE, Clllf. - Edwin MO!leS believes S115-
pense ii &ood for the 400-meter Intermediate bur• 
dies. 

nal, 8&eth,e:! !:!ur:1!!:ca~:~~~()[li~ f~ 

W!j! ~ ~J°: ~eM~i• June 4 to Danny 

The old Edwin MOHS, all U years at full thl'1llt, 
wu domlnaot In winning the national title with a 
time of 47.19 seconds. Harris, the 21-year-illd hurdler 
who ended Moses' 12!•raee win streak In Madrid, 
1t.ru11led to hold off David Patrick, U.70 to 48.71. 

"I've been bearln1 the rumon: He's old, he's 
washed up, he'• finished," said Mosea. "They aald tlle 
same thing about Kareem (Abdul.Jabbar) years ago. 

See MOSES 

RUSTY WALLACE CLAIMS POLE POSITION FOR SUNDAY'S NASCAR RACE IN MICHIGAN D 12C 
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'JUST A ROCK 'N ROLLIR:' Reputation as a 'leg-breaker' disturbs Norby Walters. 

Walters FROM lC 

The U.S. attorney's office In Chicago and a 
federal grand jury there are Investigating Wal­
ten' dealings with college athletes, considering 
such charges as fraud, ertortion and racketeer- . 
ing against him .... Three college standouts, Al­
abama basketball player Derrick McKey and 

~~~1:rA1aJ:~~1a:~11:~s th!~;>!n1o~s:~~ 
of NCAA eligibility because of dealings with 
Walters. ... At lwt 60 other college athletes 
have been subpoenaed by the Chicago grand 
jury .... Some of these athletes, who accepted 
money from Walters In violation of the tenns of 
their slifled scholarships, have been told by au­
thorities that they face poulble fraud and tax­
evasion charges. ... At least lour states have In­
troduced or passed ltgislaUon regulating agents. 

And Wallen, whc admits that he has fla­
grantly disregarded NCAA rules bot contends 
that he bu broken no laws, has become a sym­
bol of evil to many In college athletics. Vince 
Dooley, the Unlven,ty of Georgia athletic direc­
tor and head football ooacb, has ca.lied Walters 
"the most recent enmple of the ugly face of 

~~f:~.~\:r~~m~i~~e:!:~~ :•~la=: 
basketball coach, has said he'd like lo go Into a 
room alone with Walters "and see which one 
walks out." 
• Walters says, "We've been blamed for every­
thing but the Iran-Iraqi war, and I think that's 
next."' 

Walters, on a recent afternoon, ill at his 
desk, returning a pile of telephone mes.sages and 
occulon.ally stopping to read bits of a news re­
port on the controversial concert tour of the na-

i~~~ ;:r~::~u~t:!i~~~~e 
"I'm just a rock 'n roller," says Walters, 

snapping his fln,ers to the beat of the music be 
hears on the telephone while holding for his 
party. 

Walters, ~~. looks a little slicker than a rock 
'n roller. His s11ver-gray hair Is brushed back 

~: t::f~ !~ i~a~ w;;~~i~tft!fto'~ 
with culls. Hls nails are manicured. He looks 
like show bl1. 

It b the same loot, the same act, that nu­
merous college athletes iet when they are flown 
to New York lo visit Waltm and his 18-year-old 
woclate, Uoyd Bloom. ShowUme. 

"What's wrong with a Utile raule-danle?" 
ISU Walters. "Last year, I broueht up (Univer­
sity oJ Pittsburgh llnebacterl Tony Woods with 
his pamlt.s and took them to a big party for F.d­
die Murphy (who ls not a client). You should 
have lffll the look on the kid 's face. It was 
worth a mllllon buclu. How much would you 
give to be al that party? Or your wlle? Wllat's 
wrong with bavln& fun ? Live Ille, Don't be 
afraid of IL" 

There are more strlous accusations aealnst 
Wallen than flying a player to New York and 

~:1i'~t h~~J ~1::~{d :~ut!v~~;'W~ 
bis senior season at Pitt and his scholanhlp. 

The portrait painted of Walters by some 
current and former college athletes, coaches and 
sources close to the U.S. attorney's omce In Chi­
caeo is of an aeent who misleads playen Into 

~n~:':~~•~re a=p:i~fns~o~g;Ate!\~ 
and not telling them that they will lose their ell• 
elblllty and their scholanhlps If caoght. One 
playtr, former Clemson star Tem:nce Flagler, 
bas uld Wallen believes he can buy black atb­
leta by wavin1 cuh In their facet. Two un-

r=:afilal:~ua~l;,~;!rs~~~l:~d t~ ~:::~ 
threatened to bave their lep broken If they 
switched agents. The Cblcaio grand jury Is look­
Ins Into such alle1ed tb:reala, u wel. 11 the 

~!~nfu:e' ~:a~::i~n .ff!/f:~\~:!1~:e: 
pemlclous and deceptive In influenclna athletes 
to act unethically. 

Wallen atttnuoualy denies all of lhil. But he 

:~ ~~~Ir~ :l:i-~~=~ltt~u=- :e ~,pted 
In I dlflertnt mood, Wallen }olr.es: ''Gffz, ln 

show bullneu, before an act eoes on 1ta11, you 
tell tbtm to brtak a leg and It mean1 Sood luck. 

You tell an athlete that, and they take It as a 
threat" 

He laughs. He wishes he hadn't made the 
comment "because pe<iple won't take It the right 
way." 

Walters is concerned about Bloom's "loose 
lips." There are several alle1ed conversations in 
which Bloom, who also is under investigation by 
the U.S. attorney and the federal grand jury In 
Chicago, has left at least the suggestion of a 
threat. 

"Back at the Hula Bowl, I asked him about 
all his troubles with the players, and he just 
sort of shrugged it off and said, "I'hal's OK. A 
lot of these guys won't be playing the piano in 
the near future,' " says Dan Rambo, personnel 
director for the Saskatchewan team in the Cana­
dian Football League. 

Walters says Bloom, who was not available 
to be interviewed for this story, is "all talk," He 
shuddered recently when Bloom bragged to a 
reporter that the recent publicity has been good 
for business. 

''The guy cannot keep hb mouth shut about 
certain things, and besides, how can this be good 
for busines.,?" Walters says. "Lloyd is a fool. 
But be is young, and be Is allowed to, be foolish. 
I am not allowed lo be foolish. His mouth bu 
gotten us into a lot of trouble." 

Why, then, is Walters still in business with 
Bloom? "Because Lloyd has talent; he's aggres­
sive, and he's a terrific salesman," Walters says. 
"When It comes to signing athletes, nobody Is 
better, unless it's myself." 

Wallen says his agency expanded from the 
music field into sports three years ago at the 
"whim" of Bloom. "I said to myself, 'Why 
not?'" says Wallen. 

Asked "why yes," he says, "Simply for the 
reason of expansion of business. It's no dllferent 
than any other business. I have a lucraUve, re-

:f:uc;b:e m~:1~~:ltinlh~h~:~1~:i: ft:i~ 
can be shady. But the NFL is looking to expand; 
the NBA has expanded. Why can't I e1pand?" 

His first year as a sports agent, Walters 
says, be learned that you don't win by paying 
attenUon to NCAA rules. The NCAA, be empha­
sizes, hu no jurisdiction over him. 

"That first year, we found tbat all the bl11e-

~:~~tf..~a,;r~;.e~.~ a::ak%v8i~Jt J!n o!~~ 
the name of the game was. Our attorney In­
formed me that I would be doing nothing Illegal, 
so we went out and dauled everybody. We 
signed everyone. Almost everyone." 

lar, ~al~:~~!:1r• 1!~:ma~i!:1e~ 
State who grew up near Mobile, Ala,, have been 
solely responsible for recruiting and &lgnlng ath­
letes. He openly admits that most of these ath­
lete, have been slgned while still playing college 
ball and have been advanced money, and be 
says be plans to continue the practice, He con­
tends the practice Is no different than colleaea 
paying playen, which be says iJ common. 

Walters won't say bow many athletes he bu 
paid or signed during the put three years, but 
estimates from Informed sources put the num­
ber between 6D and 100. At one time Wallen' 

:~~to h!!r~n:l~=t~:cti:tf~f~o':;1ofJh 
year's NFL draft. 

Wailers cites 1111 experience, Bloom's a1-

fa:~':::~1~d !°~ri•~t":t~l~re:. p~::~ 
signed nnly black a~letes. 

"I 1lgn only black athletes becalllt I relate 
to black people," Wallen aays. '"l'bere's oothlni 

:~~blw%n~x~i~la~~~~!":'t~~man~.u f:: 
Uy II there ls a need? Is that such a crime?" 

Atlanta attorney David Franklin, a veteran 
entertainment ,gent, does not object to Walter,' 
almost eicclus!Yely black cllentele, (The Beutle 

Bo~~:b; w~l~~fi the !wt racist white 
man I Ir.now," says Franklin, who II black. "He's 
extremely hard-working; I mun ultemtJy driv• 
en. He'll do whatever it takes. He'1 a Damon 

RunJ:'1 c~~~~~hcr entertainment attorney, 
1,:0 highly of Wallen: "He bl a top reputa-

t on.;:1~~~r:.:r:· :k'j:'d!~t11a="hls 
start In the mU51c lnd111try. He be&an h1J career 

in the restaurant and nlcJttclub business and at 
one Ume owned %1 restaurant.3 and clubs in New 
York. But be turned to the music industry, he 
says, "became I didn't like that other businea." 

Franklin offen a telling story of how Wal­
tm made kls name in the entutairlrnent field. 

"I first met Norby in Los Angeles back in 
the '60s, and be bad a group called Cbuct 
Bn:iwn and the Soul Searcllers," recalls Frank­
lin. ''They bad a bit record, and after the record 
broke. these guys decided lo leave Norby for a 
larger booking agency. Norby told them that 
they bad a contract, but some big West Coast 
firm stepped In anyway. Norby sued, and be 
won In court. Norby knows what court's all 
about." 

Walters has flied suit against six athletes 
who be says have broken contracts with bim. He 
is ne1ot1atlng out-of-court settlements with 
,the.,_ 

Walters contends that most of bis current 

t~b~~t •::~;1:1~1v:1 ~:, ~~!~:~ 
agerits were spreading rumors that be wu tied 
to the Mafia, which he denies. 'Ille RICO Act :: : ~:j=~:~~ '3~~!~~~e~•a1-

New York's Organized Crime Task Force 
f says it knows of no link between Walters and 
. organhed crime. "I"ve never heard of Norby 

• Walters," says New York .U,lstant U.S. Attor­
ney Diane Glancalone, who along with U.S. At• 
lol1ley Rudolph Giuliani has been heavily In­
volved in investigating the Mafia. 

"J could have told you that she never heard 

~ Ntf:.y :::::·~ ':few ~!:rs.is •;:n~i~~ 
most successful battle ever against orgalllled 
crime. He's put away four of tbe five (Mafia) 
families. Tbey have zillions of hours of wire­
tapped telephone conversaUOM. Don't you think 
If my name came up somebody would have 
known about it?" 

Walters, though, says his name could have 
surfaced 20 years ago, when he owned the 21 
restaurants and clubs ("It's unbellevabl.e I bad 
that many") in New York. Walters says one Ma· 
Ila name ml&ht be linked to hls past: John "Son­
ny" Fran?.eSe, a reputed captain In the Colombo 
crime family. Franzese bas been In prison since 
1967 for conspiracy lo commit bank robbery 
and parole violation. 

Walters would not provide details of their 
relationship. He says It was not a business con­
nection, and he did not consider Franzese a 
friend. 

"When you own restaurant.3 and n!ibtclubs 

Wafi: ~o;!,· ,r~ g;!t ~o \::, ~~tic~a:°f~~ 
and these so-called mobsters. I got to Ir.now 
Franzese. But I never really knew him. lt Is In­
evitable that if you live In New Yori an your 
life, and you own restaurants, then you are go­
ing to come in contact with these pe<iple. It does 
not make me a criminal." 

For Sale 
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Walters says the restaurant business pro- -
duced "too many headaches. You have to deal 

Us For More Info on Data Applicati 

with the public too much. There are always 
problems." He tails off. Asked to be specific 
about the problems, he softly says, "Well, we 
~:r.~ ~eoo~~u,do~,g~ ;~s a drag, A real bum-

Those familiar with his past say Walters got 
Involved in the restanrant and nightclub busi­
ness because bis father once owned a club that 
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961-6900 767-0123 
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!~:!!t~:i:rlr 1:et!:~s.~~!=s·a~~ c::1::. f-------------- ----
1at11er. How Soldier Meyer became Soldier Mey-
er and how Norby Walters became Norby Wal- 1,------------------. 
ters have become Intriguing stories. 

Accordin& to Walters, his father was a Pol­
ish Immigrant who came to America in 1905 
with the name of Yosele Chezchonovltch. Yosele 
joined the Army and, to make things simpler, 
listed his name as Meyer. He became Vose.le 
Meyer. 

"Man, be was down by the Mexican bonier 
fighting Pancho Villa, and he ended up In Chey­
enne fighting: the Indians," says Wallen, telling 
the story he beard from his lather. "Can you 

:a::e:nf~:hn::ri~~:i:i,l:a::; 
Iodlans?" 

Walters' father did some other fighting. 
When he punched out a man who made deroga. 
tory comments about hls Jewish heritage, It was 
1u11ested that Yosele Meyer become a boxer. 
He did, contending for the Anny ligbtwelgbt ti­
Ue, according to Walters. His fighting name be­
came Soldier Meyer. 

Soldier Meyer eventually got Into the saloon 

=: ~jn:~1fwoH:o~~bN=m!n~ Wa~:=~ 
Meyer, grew up In the saloon business. Franklin, 
the Atlanta attorney, rememben Soldier Mey­
er's nigbtclub. 

"It was deflnltely the place to go, especially 
If you were Into jau and seeing a lot of the top 
black acts," says Franklin. "What was It like? 
Did you see the movlt "The Cotton Club?" 

~!~' :b:, 1~!:S dr~':.0!l~:~:r j=-' ff~ 
gffl1' up in that environment. It was Ute the 
movies. They drew the criminal element, call 
&Iris, the whole nine yards." 

Soldier Meyer eventually turned the bllSlnes., 
over to his sons. They n:panded. Norby and 
Walter Meyer had huge vis!ons, and they opened 
a fint~la.,s nightclub called The Bel Air. Open• 

~!b;'t!Y;•~:ri~i~b~~,~~-it ii when 

''We bouaht a 50-foot neon sign that didn't 
eet In unUI opening day," says Walters. "That 
night, Walter and I were In tuxedos at the door, 
¢Ung ready lo ll'ffl people. They'd walk In, 
and I'd say, 'Hello, I'm Norby,' and they'd say, 

°3:;b';: a!f t:~~! =~~i~:/ ~fie~~•0'ri~ 
went on for awb.lle; II was hilarious, like that 
Abbott and Coatello 'wbo'1 on first?' routine." 

Norby and Walter Meyer got 1u1plclou1. 
Tbey stepped outllde and looted at the sign that 
WU supposed lo IIJ "Norby & Walter's Bel Air g::::'. Instead, It said MNorby Walters' Bel Air 

''They left out the Ii,' and I've been Norby 
Wallen ever slnce," says Walters. "My brother 
bated me for It" 

There LI no reason for anyone In colleae ath­
letics or elsewhere to b:ate Norby Walters today, 
according to Norby Walters. 

"I am oot an evil man," says the aaent. 

~':~~ i':m ~1~::=:;1¼:°~!i~:f:!.~~ 
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