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THE RISE AND GALL OF SECRET + matoe
AGENTS WALTERS AND BLOOM

tiy Blll Brubaker

June 21,1987

They stormed into the sports agency business with an open checkbeok and a hidden agenda -- and
the sports agency business never has been the same. From college town to college town they
traveled, huddling in cramped hotel rooms with star athletes, signing them to secret contracts that

jeopardized their eligibility under NCAA rules,

NCAA rules? Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom cared not a whit about NCAA rules. "Excuse me, I
don't belong to their organization,” Walters said. “The NCAA, I'm not going to let them tell me how

to run my business,” Bloom agreed.

So when Texas running back Edwin Simmons seemed interested inhiring an agent before his senior

season last summer, Walters and Bloom loaned him $4,000 to seal the deal. And when Purdue all-

America cornerback Rod Woodson -- another preseason recruit -- wanted to take his girlfriend and
parents to the Hula Bowl in Hawaii, arrangements were made. "I paid their hotel bills, plane fares
and gave Rod's mother over $1,000 to go shopping,” Bloom said. "Igave them the time of their

lives."

By January of this year, Walters and Bloom had become the hottestsecret agents since 007, having
signed some 30 college athletes, eight of whom would be selected in the first round of the NFL draft.
"We were the talk of the sports world,” Walters boasted. “We did our job so good that we rocked the

entire damn sports community."
Then, suddenly, the empire they called World Sports & Entertainment Inc. began to collapse.

First, no fewer than 20 of Walters' and Bloom's clients defected to other agencies. Then came
published allegations that Walters and Bloom had threatened former clients with bodily harm. And,
in April, a federal grand jury investigating alleged use of drugs, fraud, violence and prostitution in

the sports agency business began asking questions about them.

Today, Walters and Bloom are well on their way to becoming the most investigated agents in the
history of sport -- and an intriguing picture of their once-secretive business practices has begun to

emerge.

For their part, Walters and Bloom -- who say they have not violated any civil or criminal laws --

cannot understand what all the fuss is about.

"I mean, Gary Hart's thing -- he runs for president of the United States -- is already forgiven," said
Bloom, 28, a former nightclub promoter and collections agent who lives in suburban Los Angeles.
"But this crap is in the paper every day. Who the hell am I to be in the papers every day? I'm

meaningless.”

"I've never even been picked up for a speeding ticket," said Walters. 55, a New York City-based
booking agent for black entertainers, including Patti LaBelle and Kool and the Gang. "I am so damn

stupidly legitimate, it's incredible.”

Suffice it to say: Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom are no longer rocking the sports agency profession.

Today, it is they who are being rocked:

Already dozens of athletes have been subpoenaed to testify before the grand jury empaneled in the
Federal Building in Chicago. According to sources familiar with theinvestigation, the grand jury is
looking into allegations of extortion, racketeering, wire frand and mail fraud in connection with their
signing of — and loaning money 1o -- college athletes. Some athletes also could face charges of fraud,
for knowingly violating the terms of their scholarships, and tax evasion, for failing to report monies

received from WSE.
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"They got scared," Bloom said. "Other agents were talking bad about us."

During one three-week period, Walters and Bloom's names were mzntioned frequently in

unfavorable contexts.

On March 6, a man was shot and killed in Dallas while driving a Datsun 300ZX owned by Atkins.
Police did not rule out the possibility that Atkins was the target of the shooting. Walters' and Bloom's
names were mentioned in news reports about the shooting, Police found no evidence that Walters
and Bloom were in any way involved in the incident. Walters said recently: "I'm an agent. What do I

know about people getting shot in cars?"

On March 12, Walters was quoted in the Constitution as saying he signed and loaned money to

players before their completion of their eligibility,

Four days later, Kathe Clements, an associate of Skokie, 1L, sports agent Steve Zucker, was stabbed
and beaten unconscious by a man who entered her office wearing aski mask and black gloves. Again,
there was speculation in the media that Walters and Bloom could have been invelved, because of a
dispute they had had with Zucker over a client. But, again, police found no evidence that they were
involved. Walters and Bloom said they were not involved in any way. Walters said he told two FBI
agents, who questioned him about the incident: "Listen, I don't evea know where the hell Skokie,

Illinois, is. [ never heard of the damn place.”

Then, on March 28, The New York Times reported that the FBI office in Dallas was in possession of a
recording of a phone conversation between Bloom and former SMU player Morris during which

Bloom threatened to have Morris' hands broken if he signed with another agent.

Bloom said in an interview with The Post that he was indeed angry that Morris had fired WSE. Of a
phone conversation with Morris, Bloom recalled: "I could have said something and got angry and
yelled .. . saying, "Your stupidity! How can you want to leave? I mean, why? What did we do wrong
by vou?' Raising my voice and yelling like I would yell at my wife orsomething."” But he added: "I

would never threaten anybody."

Howard Pearl, the Harvard-educated assistant U.S. attorney who isspearheading the grand jury
investigation, seems intent on exploring every dark alley in this ever-darkening scandal. According
to sources familiar with the investigation, athletes are being asked if Walters, Bloom or any WSE

employe offered them drugs or prostitutes.

"Drugs? Let me put it to you this way," Walters said. "If right now you asked me where to find a

marijuana cigarette, I wouldn't know where to find one."”

Prostitutes? "Right now," Walters said, "if somebody in this show-husiness life -- the fast lane --
asked me, 'Do you know a prostitute?' I would have to find out, 'Dots somebody know one

somewheres?

‘Walters called the investigation a "witchhunt” and charged that the 33-year-old Pearl is interested
primarily in "getting his name in the papers so he can get himself agood job with a major law firm in
Chicagp." Pearl declined to respond to Walter's allegation or to discuss any aspect of the

inveatigation.

Norby Walters and Lloyd Bloom say they will continue to do business as usual. They still have 10

clients, they say, and the 1987-88 recruiting season is upon them.

"In the football business there are so many sleazy bums -- broken down valises, I call them -- who
don't have two quarters to rub together," Bloom said. "So I'll be back. I'll be darned if I'm going to let

the other agents defeat me. I'm going to come back stronger than ever.”
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