
Sports Agents Probed 
College athletes subpoenaed by federal grand jury 
By Danny Robbins and Manny Topol tion to college athletes, according to sources familiar 

with the case. 
and Bloom for alleged threats and extortion of some 
SMU players. A federal grand jury in Chicago bas been con

vened as part of a broad investigation into the busi
ness practices of two New York-based sports agents. 

David Berst, NCAA director of enforcement, said 
officials from several colleges have notified him that 
some of their current and former athletes have been 
subpoenaed for the Chicago grand jury. 

The Chicago investigation was started because of 
a bizarre incident involving a competitor of Wal
ters'. On March 16, Kathe Clements, a business as
sociate of sports agent Steve Zuker, of Skokie, Ill., 
was stabbed and beaten unconscious in her office by 
an intruder wearing a ski mask and gloves. Zuker, 
who represents Bears quarterback Jim McMahon, 
said he signed three of Walters' former clients, in
cluding former University of Washington defensive 
end Reggie Rogers, the Detroit Lions' No. 1 pick in 
the April draft. 

Several current college and former college ath
letes, mainly football players, were subpoenaed to 
testify before the grand jury within the next two 
months. 

Although the investigation seems to be focused 
on New York agents Norby Walters and Lloyd 
Bloom, and their firm, World Sports and Entertain
ment Inc., the investigation may be broadened to 
cover the abuses of sports agentry in general in rela-

Walters and his firm have filed lawsuits against 
several former top college athletes from various 
schools, charging breach of contract. Documents 
filed in many of the suits indicate that Walters has 
signed players to representation agreements before 
the expiration of their eligibility and provided the 
players with large amounts of money while the play
ers still were eligible, a violation of NCAA rules. 
The FBI in Dallas bas been investigating Walters 

Police investigating the attack on Clements said 
- Continued on Page 167 

Steve 
Jacobson 

The Dwight 
Gooden return 
at Tidewater · 
was one of the 
great paradoxes 
of sports. Teams 
crave the spot
light and the 
Mets knew it 
would be there, 
but they tried to 
dodge it. 

Gooden 
would not 
speak; there 

would be a news conference without 
him after his three innings. It was 
conducted in the outdoor batting 
cage, all surrounded with strings, 
and almost nobody could hear. 

And when Good.en's retinue left for 
the airport, the head of the Tidewater 
operation ordered gates to the ball 
park closed. "Nobody gets out," Dave 
Rosenfield repeated to a gatekeeper. 

"He had press credentials," she 
explained. 

"Nobody gets out," he said. "Espe
cially them." 

■ Minor-league dream 
That Gooden is a recovering pa

tient was partly obscured. "My guys 
were excited coming here on the 
bus," said Richmond manager Ray 
Majtyka said. "If they never make it 
to the big leagues, they can say: 'I hit 
against Dwight Gooden.' This is a 
once in a lifetime for them.'' 

■ Look at them 
Are the Gulf + Western people 

discovering that basketball coaches 
the world over are really not clamor
ing to work for them? 

A toast to Isiah Thomas on his 
graduation from Indiana Universi
ty, six years after leaving for pro 
basketball. 

What will the Yankee pit.ching be 
like in August when Tom.my John 
and Joe Niekro have had 20 starts? 

Isn't Lou Piniella beginning to 
look like he's been locked in an ice 
cream factory with a spoon? 

■ Missed the point 
Lindsay Patterson of New York 

writes, apparently regarding Darryl 
Strawberry's missed workout in 
spring training: 

" . . . He is obviously crying out 
for help, but his white teammates 
and white sports writers are too 
wrapped up in their own subtle hos
tilities toward blacks to notice." 

Perhaps there are other issues yet 
to be demonstrated. I, however, fail 
to recognize a racial distinction in 
showing up for work. 

Mets Want 
Spotlight Out 

AP Photo 

Dwight Gooden, shown catching a short fly ball Tuesday with the Tidewat-
er Tides, has been a man of few words lately. 

■ Some nostalgia 
I got an invitation the other day to 

the induction ceremony of the 
Brooklyn Dodger Hall of Fame, 
which delighted me. My delight dis
mays and bewilders some people. 

Glenn Miller of Babylon read 
about the celebration of Jackie Rob
inson's opening day with the Brook
lyn Dodgers and responded: 

" . . . The beloved Brooklyn Dodg
ers, who not only walked on water 
but seemingly invented the stuff. . . 
I have had it up to my eyebrows. . . I 
would love to read about the days of 
the Yankees. 

" . . . I would truly like to know 
why you - and others of your ilk -
continue to ignore and otherwise per-

vert the true facts - that the Dodg
ers, while a good team, choked more 
often than not. That the Brooklyn 
team couldn't hold a candle to the 
Yankees.'' 

rm proud to belong to the Ilks 
Club. Well, Mr. Miller is a knowl
edgeable fan. But when he asks 
why, my first response is to quote 
Fats Waller when asked to define 
swing: "If you have to ask, you'll 
never know." 

I could hardly demean what the 
Yankees accomplished, I jus t 
couldn't love them. They didn't need 
a fan's tears the way the Dodgers 
did. Who cried for the Yankees? No
body I knew lived life like that. It's 
relevant that through the last four 
years of the dynasty - through 

1964 - when they were alone in 
New York the Yankees' attendance 
declined each year. 

Life was more like the Dodgers: 
They worked hard and they were 
good, but in the end they lost what 
they wanted most. The negatives 
Miller cites are the stuff of nostalgia. 

The first year I covered baseball I 
learned to contend with the ice of 
the Yankees. At the same time J ack 
Mann, then the Newsday sports edi
tor, often told me about the joys of 
having covered the Brooklyn Dodg
ers. He told of the electricity crack
ling around Robinson and of the 
wonderful humanity of Pee Wee 
Reese. And I felt cheated. 

By the time I got to meet Reese, it 
was like finally going to see a movie 
everybody had raved about and be
ing sure it couldn't possibly be that 
good. Except Reese isthatgoodaguy . 

Of course, the truth is that Walter 
O'Malley created the term 'nostal
gia" when he took the Dodgers out of 
Brooklyn. "Untimely ripped," was 
how Shakespeare put it. If the Dodg
ers had stayed in Brooklyn, those 
heroes who remain undimmed · in 
memor y would have played out 
their careers and faded before our 
eyes as all stars do. 

So the nostalgia of the Dodgers 
fixes those of us who cared at mo
ments in our lives. Like - for me -
listening to the seventh game of the 
1956 World Series between stations 
of my Army induction physical. Of 
course, the Yankees and the Army 
prevailed. 

■ Unruly fans 
Good news and bad news. The good 

news: As the last seconds of the Is
landers' last home game ticked away 
and fans pelted the Flyers with trash 
and some threw beer on them, I saw 
one man in their midst urging those 
fans to "show some class.'' The bad 
news: They didn't stop. 

■ All-Adjectives team 
Charles McAlulla, chairman of 

the English department a t East 
Rockaway High, submits a list of 
baseball players from, I think, the 
faculty lounge. My favorite from the 
All-Occupations Team and the All
Presidents Team is the All-Adjec
t ives Team: 

lB - Harry Bright, Dale Long, 
Bob Hale; 2B - Casey Wise; SS-Al 
Dark; 3B-Jerry Lumpe; OF-Lee 
Lacy, Don Young, Ted Savage; C
Earl Battey; P-Bill Short, Bob Grim, 
Mac Scarce. 

Thanks. But what about Eddie 
Stanky? 
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City Sports 
Agents Probed 
-Continued from Page 183 
they had no evidence to connect Walters to the at
tack. Sources close to the investigation said the 
grand jury investigation was sparked by the attack 
but has gone well beyond that incident in its investi
gation and will reach into other areas. 

Byron Linwood, a former Texas Christian Univer
sity defensive back who now works as a jailer at the 
Tarrant (Texas) County Jail , said he was served with 
a subpoena May 8 by FBI agent Joseph G. Masterson. 

Linwood also said the FBI agent who interviewed 
him told him that about 60 current and former col
lege athletes - all former clients of World Sports 
and Entertainment - have been subpoenaed and 
that the expanding FBI investigation was focusing 
on allegations of extortion and fraud. 

Four former Southern Methodist football players 
are cooperating with the FBI in its investigation of 
Walters and Bloom. The FBI is investigating allega
tions that Bloom threatened to break the legs and 
hands of former SMU wide receiver Ronald Morris if 
he dropped Bloom and Walters as his agents. 

The Chicago grand jury summons requires Lin
wood to testify on June 23. 

Linwood played at TCU from 1981-84 and was an 
all-Southwest Conference selection his senior season. 

He was not selected in the NFL draft but was 
signed in 1985 by the Los Angeles Raiders as a free 
agent. He was released and no team picked him up. 

In an interview with New York Newsday, Lin
wood said he signed with Walters in early December, 
1984, after the regular season but before TCU's ap
pearance in the Bluebonnet Bowl. Under NCAA rules 
- because he signed early - Linwood technically 
was ineligible when he played in the bowl game. 

Walters and Bloom have been entertainment 
agents for years and represent many top black music 
artists. Linwood said Walters told him he was the 
first player they signed as sports agents. 

Linwood told New York Newsday Walters' firm 
paid all expenses for an excursion for him and his 
mother from Fort Worth to Manhattan and a stay at 
a Manhattan hotel for him to sign with World 
Sports. Linwood said when he returned to Texas he 
received a $2,000 money order from Walters' firm. 

He said he became disenchanted with Walters 
and Bloom the following summer. After he was re
leased by the Raiders, Linwood said, Walters and 
Bloom stopped taking his phone calls. He hasn't had 
any contact with them since, he said. 

Another former TCU player, Egypt Allen, told 
New york Newsday this week that he signed with 
Walters while he still"had eligibility and before he 
was dismissed from the team by coach Jim Wacker. 
Linwood and Allen have not been linked previously 
to Walters and Bloom. 

Allen was thrown off the team in the second 
week of the 1985 season, Allen's senior season, along 
with six others, after Wacker learned the players 
had been accepting payments from TCU boosters. 
Allen signed with the Bears as a free agent last year 
but was cut and was not picked up by another team. 
He currently works for a Dallas trucking company. 

Allen said he has not received a subpoena but 
was called by Masterson, the FBI agent. • 

"He asked me what I was going to be doing May 
26, if I was going to be in town," Allen said. "I said, 
'Yeah.' He said, 'Well, we want you to go to Chica
go.' " Allen said he would go. 

Allen declined comment when asked if he re
ceived money from Walters. 

The jury also has subpoenaed the records of at 
least one college - Ohio State. A source close to the 
panel said the grand jury is interested in scholarship 
and financial-aid records of certain athletes and said 
the records of other colleges will be subpoenaed. 

The FBI also is interested in obtaining a Universi
ty of Iowa report on the dealings of Walters with 
former running back Ronnie Harmon. David Vernon. 
a law professor at the school and a member of a three
member committee that was appointed to investigate 
allegations that Walters made payments to Harmon 
while Harmon was playing at Iowa, said he was con
tacted by the FBI and asked for a copy of the report. 
The report said two Iowa football players took money 
from Walters but did not name the players. Walters 
since has identified the players as Harmon, now with 
the Bills and Devon Mitchell, with the Lions. 

Berst said he expects the grand jury to call Derrick 
McKey, the Alabama basketball player who was de
clared ineligible for his senior season because he al
legedly a ccepted money from Walters. The 6-9 McKey 
was the Southeastern Conference player of t he year. 
Last week he declared for the NBA draft and is ex- , 
pected to be a lottery selection. He said he is consider
ing a new agent- Ne~ york-based Norman Bass. 

HGrWHEELS. 

BALDWIN 
Stiehler's Flower & Power 
652 Merrick Road 
BELLMORE 
Bellmore Feed 
2156 Bellmore Ave . 
CARLE PLACE 
Pete's Hardware 
546 Westbury Ave . 
EAST FARMINGDALE 
Lon9 Island Power 

m,p~f;ir Rd . 

EAST MEADOW 
East Meadow Mower 
& Bike 
353 Merrick Ave . 
ELMONT 
Alden Bike & 

~i~f~ IYtJ~~sBlvd. 
Barney's Hardware 
1333 Hempstead Tpke . 
FREEPORT 
Freeport Equipment 
319 W. Sunnse Hwy. 

There's nothing like the feel of a powerful 
machine. Throbbing in anticipation of your every 
conimand. A machine that's always ready to go. 
Starts easy. Runs smoothly. Takes the tigh test 
turns in stride. Even goes off into the tall grass 
without balking or stalling. 

La\vn-Boy has it all and more. Our 2-stroke 
has more horsepower. More durability. More 
freedom from maintenance. Take one for a spin 
at your nearb, Lawn-Boy dealer. 

See your nearby Lawn-Boy dealer this week. 
Lawn-Boy gives you 150'k of what you buy a 
n1ower for. 

SAVE ~!$125. 

America's Long Running Tradition. 

GLEN COVE 
J. Eisenstadt Hardware 
2 Pratt Blvd. 

GLEN HEAD 
Mario Fischetti Nursery 
972 Glen Cove Ave . 

GREAT NECK 
Santelli & Son 
214 E. Shore Road 

HEMPSTWJ 
Hub Garden Center 
279 Baldwin Road 

HK:KSVILLE 
:~ri. John St. 
Boos Mower 
110 Stewart Ave . 
Lon9 Island Power 

~?uWa~t~arie St. 

INWOOD 
Cimato Lawn Equipment 
126 Mott Ave. 

LEVITTOWN 
Benmar Hardware 
634 Wantagh Ave. 
Wind Mower Service 
2720 Hempstead Tpke . 

LOCUST VALLEY 
Locust Valley Rental 
& Fix-It Shop 
185 Forest Ave. 

LYNBROOK 
Merit Mower Service 
137 Lakeview Ave. 

MALVERNE 
Malverne Garden Center 
131 Franklin Ave . 

MASSAPEQUA 
Green Bros . Home 
& Garden 
5500 Merrick Ave . 
L & M Mowers 
634 Broadway 

MERRl:K 

MINEOLA 
Mineola Bicycle Service 
475 Jericho Tpke. 

OCEANSIDE 
Dee's Nursery 
69 Atlantic Ave . 

~~~~n~!s~~UW1~r1 
PORTW~N 
Alpers True Value 
Hardware 
81 Main St. 
Bayles Garden Center 
88 S. Bayles Ave . 
Precision Work 
104A Harbor Rd . 

SEAFORD 
Midlawn Hardware 
1053 Hicksville Rd . 

~e9ri~k ~~~~~k &A!ardens WEST HEMPrnAD 

~~bey~!ru~~~~ 1a.J~_ware ~3l~~~~~te~l~~e . 
Distributor: D.J. Mytelka & Associates, Inc., 1080 Lousons Road , Union , N.J. 

MERCHANDISE 
Whether you're buying or selling furniture, 
appliances , sporting goods , antiques or 
just about anything , you'll get the best 
resu lts for the best price with a classified 
ad in Newsday. Call (718) 343-9000. 
Mon.-Fri.: 8:30 AM-9 PM . Sat. : 9 AM-1 
PM. Sun.: 11 AM-3 PM . 

BROOKLYN 
Brooklyn Locksmith 
& Mower 
1310 Coney Island Ave . 
G & D Landscaping 
2139 57th St . 
Kings County Nurseries 
625 New York Ave . 
M & D Landscaping 
2270 Stillwell Ave. 

QUEENS 
BAYSIDE 
Keil Bros . 
220-15 Horace 
Harding Blvd. 

IOCHMOND HILL 
Tools of the Trade 
132-06 Hillside Ave . 
SPRWGFELD GARDENS 
Michael's Garden Supply 
230-02 Conduit Ave . 
WHITESTONE 
lacona Equipment 
148-24 Cross ~ 
Island Pkwy. ~ 
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